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EDITOR'S  NOTE 

Whbn  the  Editor  undertook  this  publication  he 
had  good  reasons  for  believing  that  he  was  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  important  correspondence  and  writings 
of  Franklin  which  had  servived  him;  but,  as  the  work 
progressed,  he  has  realized  more  fully  than  ever 
before  that  the  task  of  the  Danaides  was  scarcely 
more  diffictilt  or  discotuaging  than  that  of  making  a 
complete  collection  of  the  correspondence  and  writ- 
ings of  a  man  who  stood  in  so  many  different  and 
important  relations  to  his  contemporaries  as  Franklin 
did.  The  harvest,  instead  of  diminishing  with  the 
lapse  of  time,  seems  to  increase  by  cultivation.  Over 
two  hundred  documents  upon  which  the  stamp  of 
Franklin's  genius  had  been  impressed,  and  which 
are  entitled  to  a  place  in  any  collection  of  his  works, 
have  been  placed  in  the  Editor's  hands  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  first  two  voltmies.  The  larger  number 
of  these,  unfortunately,  reached  him  after  the  docu- 
ments of  corresponding  date  had  gone  to  press.  It 
thus  became  necessary  to  provide  for  them  in  a  sup- 
plement, which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
volume.  For  the  opportunity  of  enriching  his  work 
with  these  papers  he  desires  to  recognize  his  special 
obligations  to  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  who  kindly  placed 
the  whole  of  his  important  collection  of  Frankliniana 
at  the  Editor's  disposal ;  to  Mr.  S.  G.  W.  Benjamin, 


m 


iv  Editor's  Note 

to  whom  he  is  indebted  for  most  of  the  letters  from 
Franklin  to  Strahan  that  appear  in  this  work,  and 
which  constitute  a  very  important  contribution  to 
our  knowledge  of  Franklin  as  a  man  of  business. 
He  has  also  to  confess  his  great  obligations  to  Mr. 
Worthington  C.  Ford,  of  the  State  Department, 
Washington,  of  whose  precise  and  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  resources  of  the  government 
archives  he  has  been  permitted  freely  to  avail  him- 
self;  and  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Paul  L.  Ford,  and  their 
father,  whose  collections  of  autc^^phs  and  other 
memorials  of  our  early  history  no  student  of  our 
early  annals  can  afford  to  neglect. 

Hie  Editor  is  unwilling  to  take  final  leave  of  a  work 
which  has  been  to  him  almost  a  daily  joy  for  several 
years,  without  again  acknowledging  his  special  obli- 
gations to  the  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  Secretary  of 
State,  and  of  his  predecessor,  the  Hon.  P.  T.  Pre- 
linghuysen,  for  an  tmrestricted  access  to  the  priceless 
collections  of  the  State  Department  at  Washington. 

31  Grambrct  Park,  Nbw  York, 
November  i,  i888. 
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MDXV 


TO  JOHN  IN6BNH0USZ 

Philadblphia,  94  October,  1788. 

You  have  always  been  kind  enough  to  inter- 
est yourself  in  what  relates  to  my  health.  I  ought 
therefore  to  acquaint  you  with  what  appears  to  me 
something  curiotis  respecting  it.  You  may  remem- 
ber the  cutaneous  malady  I  formerly  complained  of, 
and  for  which  you  and  Dr.  Pringle  favored  me  with 
prescriptions  and  advice.  It  vexed  me  near  fourteen 
years,  and  was  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  as  bad 
as  ever,  covering  almost  my  whole  body,  except  my 
face  and  hands ;  when  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on,  with- 
out very  much  pain,  but  a  swelling  in  both  feet,  which 
at  last  appeared  also  in  both  knees,  and  then  in  my 
hands.  As  these  swellings  increased  and  extended, 
the  other  malady  diminished,  and  at  length  disap- 
peared entirely.    Those  swellings  have  some  time 
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since  b^^un  to  fall,  and  are  now  almost  gone;  per- 
haps the  cutaneotis  disease  may  return,  or  perhaps  it 
is  worn  out.  I  may  hereafter  let  you  know  what 
happens.  I  am  on  the  whole  much  weaker  than 
when  it  began  to  leave  me.  But  possibly  that  may 
be  the  effect  of  age,  for  I  am  now  near  eighty-three, 
the  age  of  commencing  decrepitude. 

I  grieve  at  the  wars  Europe  is  engaged  in,  and 
wish  they  were  ended;  for  I  fear  even  the  victors 
will  be  losers.    I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 

most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — Our  public  affairs  are  drawing  towards  a  set- 
tlement. I  have  served  out  the  three  years*  term  of 
my  presidentship  limited  by  the  Constitution;  and 
being  determined  to  engage  no  more  in  public  busi- 
ness, I  hope,  if  health  permits,  to  be  a  better  corre- 
spondent. We  have  no  philosophical  news  here  at 
present,  except  that  a  boat  moved  by  a  steam-engine 
rows  itself  against  tide  in  our  river,  and  it  is  appre- 
hended the  construction  may  be  so  simplified  and 
improved  as  to  become  geneially  useful.* 


MDXVI 

TO  M.   LB  VBILLARD' 

Philadxlphia,  94  October,  1788. 

My  Dbar  Pribnd: — ^I  have  lately  received  your 
two  kind  letters  of  June  i8th  and  August  6th.    I  do 

'AUuding  probably  to  Fitch's  steamboat. 
'Bigelow's  Lif$  of  FrankUn^  Appendix  No.  3. 
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not  find  that  I  ever  received  those  you  mention  of 
the  15th  September. 

I  have  been  much  a£9icted  the  last  summer  with  a 
long-continued  fit  of  the  gout,  which  I  am  not  quite 
dear  of,  though  much  better;  my  other  malady  is 
not  augmented.  I  have  lately  made  great  progress 
in  the  work  you  so  urgently  demand,  and  have  come 
as  far  as  my  fiftieth  year.  Being  now  free  from 
public  business,  as  my  term  in  the  presidentship  is 
expired,  and  resolving  to  engage  in  no  other  public 
employment,  I  expect  to  have  it  finished  in  about 
two  months,  if  illness  or  some  unforeseen  interrup- 
tion does  not  prevent.  I  do  not  therefore  send  a 
part  at  this  time,  thinking  it  better  to  retain  the 
whole  till  I  can  view  it  all  together,  and  make  the 
proper  corrections. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  hear  the  broils  in  your 
country,  but  hope  they  will  lead  to  its  advantage. 
When  this  fermentation  is  over  and  the  troubling 
parts  subsided,  the  wine  will  be  fine  and  good,  and 
cheer  the  hearts  of  those  who  drink  of  it. 

Our  affairs  mend  daily  and  are  getting  into  good 
order  very  fast.  Never  was  any  measure  so  thor- 
oughly discussed  as  our  proposed  new  Constitution. 
Many  objections  were  made  to  it  in  the  public  papers, 
and  answers  to  these  objections.  Much  party  heat 
there  was,  and  some  violent  personal  abuse.  I  kept 
out  of  the  dispute,  and  wrote  only  one  little  paper 
on  the  occasion,  which  I  enclose.  You  seem  to  me 
to  be  too  apprehensive  about  our  President's  being 
perpetual.  Neither  he  nor  we  have  any  such  inten- 
tion.    What  danger  there  may  be  of  such  an  event 
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we  are  all  aware  of,  and  shall  take  care  effectually  to 
prevent  it.  The  choice  is  from  four  years  to  four 
years;  the  appointments  will  be  small;  thus  we  may 
change  our  President  if  we  don't  like  his  conduct, 
and  he  will  have  less  inducement  to  struggle  for  a 
new  election.  As  to  the  two  chambers,  I  am  of 
yotir  opinion  that  one  alone  would  be  better;  but, 
my  dear  friend,  nothing  in  human  affairs  and  schemes 
is  perfect;  and  perhaps  that  is  the  case  of  our 
opinions. 

It  must  have  been  a  terrible  tempest  that  devas- 
tated such  an  extent  of  country.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  it  might  be  well  to  establish  an  office  of 
instuance  for  farms  against  the  damage  that  may 
occur  to  them  from  storms,  blight,  insects,  etc.  A 
small  stmi  paid  by  a  number  would  repair  such  losses 
and  prevent  mudi  poverty  and  distress. 

Our  adventurous  merchants  are  hitherto  success- 
ful in  the  East  India  trade.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  f  or  tis  if  we  used  none  of  the  commodities  of 
those  countries,  but  since  we  do  use  them,  it  is  an 
advantage  that  we  have  them  cheaper  than  when 
they  came  through  Britain.  As  to  the  other  mer- 
chandise she  formerly  supplied  us  with,  otu*  demand 
is  daily  diminishing.  Our  people  are  more  and  more 
sensible  of  the  mischievous  consequences  of  drinking 
rum;  the  leaders  of  several  religious  sects  have 
warned  their  people  against  it,  and  the  consump- 
tion has  this  last  year  been  less  by  one  third.  This 
will  affect  her  islands.  And  the  restraints  she  has 
laid  on  our  trade  have  contributed  to  raise  a  spirit 
of  industry  in  families,  who  now  manufacture  more 
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than  ever  for  themselves;  that  must  lessen  greatly 
the  importation. 

Embrace  for  me  bien  tendrement  your  good  dame 
and  children.  With  sincere  esteem  and  hearty  at- 
tachment, I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 
affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — The  wine  is  arrived,  but  it  was  not  well 
secured  or  bottled.  One  of  the  casks  had  leaked  a 
great  deal,  and  the  case  we  have  opened  had  two 
thirds  of  the  bottles  empty  or  broken.  Temple  is 
in  the  country;  he  has  received  your  letters,  but 
does  not  know  of  this  opportunity. 


MDXVII 


TO  BENJAMIN  VAUGHAN 

Philadblphia,  94  October,  1788. 

Having  now  finished  my  term  in  the  presi- 
dentship, and  resolving  to  engage  no  more  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  I  hope  to  be  a  better  correspondent  for  the 
little  time  I  have  to  live.  I  am  recovering  from  a 
long-continued  gout,  and  am  diligently  employed  in 
writing  the  history  of  my  life,  to  the  doing  of  which 
the  persuasions  contained  in  your  letter  of  January 
31,  1783,  have  not  a  little  contributed.  I  am  now 
in  the  year  1756,  just  before  I  was  sent  to  England. 
To  shorten  the  work,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  I 
omit  all  facts  and  transactions  that  may  not  have  a 
tendency  to  benefit  the  young  reader  by  showing  him 
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from  my  example^  and  my  success  in  emerging  from 
poverty,  and  acquiring  some  degree  of  wealtih,  power, 
and  reputation,  the  advantages  of  certain  modes  of 
conduct  which  I  observed,  and  of  avoiding  the  errors 
which  were  prejudicial  to  me.  K  a  writer  can  judge 
properly  of  his  own  work,  I  fancy  on  reading  over 
what  is  already  done  that  the  book  will  be  f otmd 
entertaining,  interesting,  and  useftil,  more  so  than  I 
expected  when  I  began  it.  If  my  present  state 
of  health  continues,  I  hope  to  finish  it  this  win- 
ter. When  done,  you  shall  have  a  manuscript  copy 
of  it,  that  I  may  obtain  from  your  judgment  and 
friendship  such  remarks  as  may  contribute  to  its 
imi)rovement. 

The  violence  of  our  party  debates  about  the  new 
Constitution  seems  mudi  abated,  indeed,  almost  ex- 
tinct, and  we  are  getting  fast  into  good  order.  I  kept 
out  of  those  disputes  pretty  well,  having  wrote  only 
one  Uttle  piece,  which  I  send  you  enclosed. 

I  regret  the  immense  quantity  of  misery  brought 
upon  mankind  by  this  Turkish  war;  and  I  am  afraid 
the  King  of  Sweden  may  bum  his  fingers  by  attack- 
ing Russia.  When  will  princes  learn  arithmetic 
enough  to  calculate  if  they  want  pieces  of  one  an- 
other's territory  how  much  cheaper  it  would  be  to 
buy  them  than  to  make  war  for  them,  even  though 
ihey  were  to  give  a  hundred  years'  purchase?  But, 
if  glory  cannot  be  valued,  and  therefore  the  wars  for 
it  caimot  be  subject  to  arithmetical  calculation  so 
as  to  show  their  advantage  or  disadvantage,  at  least 
wars  for  trade,  which  have  gain  for  their  object,  may 
be  proper  subjects  for  such  computation;    and  a 
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trading  nation,  as  well  as  a  single  trader,  ought  to 
calculate  the  probabiUties  of  profit  and  loss  before 
engaging  in  any  considerable  adventure.  This,  how- 
ever, nations  seldom  do,  and  we  have  had  frequent 
instances  of  their  spending  more  money  in  wars  for 
acquiring  or  securing  branches  of  commerce  than  a 
hundred  years'  profit  or  the  full  enjoyment  of  them 
can  compensate. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  good  Dr.  Price 
and  to  the  honest  heretic  Dr.  Priestley.  I  do  not  call 
him  honest  by  way  of  distinction,  for  I  think  all  the 
heretics  I  have  known  have  been  virtuous  men. 
They  have  the  virtue  of  fortitude,  or  they  would  not 
venture  to  own  their  heresy ;  and  they  caxmot  afford 
to  be  deficient  in  any  of  the  other  virtues,  as  that 
would  give  advantage  to  their  enemies;  and  they 
have  not,  like  orthodox  sinners,  such  a  number  of 
friends  to  excuse  or  jtistify  them.  Do  not,  however, 
mistake  me.  It  is  not  to  my  good  friend's  heresy 
that  I  impute  his  honesty.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
his  honesty  that  has  brought  upon  him  the  char- 
acter of  heretic.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXVIII 


TO   M.   LE   ROY 


Philadelphia,  25  October,  1788. 

My  Dear  Friend: — ^Your  kind  letter  of  the  6th 
of  May,  after  some  delay  by  the  way,  is  come  safe  to 
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hand,  with  the  memoirs,  and  elegant  prints  of  yotir 
projected  hospital,  which  I  shall  dispose  of  as  you 
direct.  It  may  in  time  to  come  be  useful  here.  I 
received,  also,  the  volume  of  Academy  memoirs,  and 
thank  you  for  your  care  in  sending  them. 

I  am  now  in  possession  of  the  repose  I  have  so 
long  wished  for,  having  finished  the  third  year  of  my 
presidentship,  the  term  limited  by  our  Constitution, 
and  resolving  to  engage  no  more  in  public  business ; 
my  employment  of  that  repose  can,  however,  be  but 
short,  as  I  am  near  eighty-three. 

We  have  no  philosophical  news  here  at  present, 
except  that  a  large  boat  rowed  by  the  force  of  steam 
is  now  exercised  upon  our  river,  stems  the  current, 
and  seems  to  promise  being  useful  when  the  machin- 
ery can  be  more  simplified  and  the  expense  reduced. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  afiEection- 
ately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXIX 


TO  DON  DIBGO  GARDOQUI,  MINISTER  PROM  THE  COURT 

OP  SPAIN 

Philadblphia,  a6  October,  1788. 

Sir: — ^Messrs.  Henry  Pawling  and  Greenberry 
Dawson,  one  of  whom  will  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting this  to  the  hand  of  your  Excellency,  are 
projecting  a  voyage  from  the  Ohio  settlement  with 
the  produce  of  that  cotmtry,  to  be  sold  at  New  Or- 
leans.   I  know  not  how  f^  the  laws  existing  there 
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admit  of  such  commeroe,  btit  if  it  is  allowable,  I 
would  then  beg  leave  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
would  be  so  good  as  to  give  them  yotu*  cotmsels  with 
a  line  of  protection.  As  they  are  here  esteemed 
persons  of  honest  principles,  who  have  good  char- 
acters, I  am  persuaded  they  will  not  forfeit  them 
and  show  themselves  unworthy  of  your  Excellency's 
favor  by  any  contraband  or  illegal  practices. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  am, 
sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXX 


TO   MR.   SLAM 


Philadxlpbia,  xo  November,  X78S. 

Sir: — ^I  received  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  and 
being  now,  as  you  observe,  retired  to  a  private  sta- 
tion, I  hope  to  enjoy  the  repose  appertaining  to  it, 
I  cannot  think,  therefore,  of  calling,  as  you  propose, 
you  and  your  accusers  before  me,  to  discuss  differ- 
ences which  I  have  no  authority  to  judge  of  or  to 
determine.  I  can  only  give  you  my  friendly  advice, 
which  is  to  behave  peaceably  and  respectfully  to 
the  religiotis  society  you  profess  to  be  connected 
with,  especially  in  their  public  assemblies ;  in  which 
case  I  am  persuaded  you  may  quietly  enjoy  ' '  that  lib- 
erty of  a  f reeholderand  citizen* '  which  you  desire,  with- 
out receiving  from  them  the  smallest  interruption. 
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By  giving  me  no  further  trouble  with  yotar  quarrels, 
you  will  oblige  your  well-wisher, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXXI 


WM.  T.   FRANKLIN  TO  M.   LB  VBILLARD  ' 

Philadblphib,  17  Nov**,  1788. 

La  demifere  lettre  que  j*ai  regue,  de  vous,  mon 
cher  ami,  est  datt^  le  6  Adut.  Votis  ne  m'accusez 
pas  la  reception  de  la  mienne  du  mois  de  Fevrier,* 
et  je  Grains  qu'elle  ne  soit  rest6e  k  N.  York  avec 
plusieurs  autres  que  j'ai  6crites  en  mfime  tems.  Vous 
savez  sans  doute  que  les  Pacquetbots  sont  inter- 
rompus  depuis  quelque  tems,  ce  qui  est  cause 
j 'imagine  que  je  n'ai  pas  encore  regu  la  glace  pour 
ma  machine  electrique  que  votis  m'anongates  au 
mois  de  Fevrier  dernier.  Voulez  votis  bien  mon 
ami,  vous  informer  si  elle  est  encore  partie  du  Havre, 
et  si  elle  y  reste  encore,  donnez  des  ordres  pour 
qu'on  me  Tenvoye  par  le  premier  bdtiment  mar- 
chand  ou  outre  qui  part  pour  Philadelphie  ou  N. 
York;  et  qu'on  m'6cris  une  lettre  d'avis  en  mfime 
tems.  Actuellement  que  nous  sommes  sur  les  com- 
missions, permittez  que  je  vous  donnent  encore 
quelques  unes;  mais  k  cette  condition  que  si  elle 
vous  cause  trop  d'embarras  vous  ne  les  executerez 
pas.  Vous  savez  que  j'ai  une  partie  de  la  petite 
Bibliotheque  des  Theatres;  cette  ouvrage  me  plait, 

'  Bigelow*8  Uf$  of  FrankUn,  VoL  III.,  Appendix  No.  4. 

•Jo  me  trompe,  en  leHaant  votxe  lettre  je  vois  que  voos  Tavex  tega. 
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et  je  voudrai  Tavoir  complet.  J'ai  les  treize  vol- 
umes du  i'  aim6e,  1784,  et  les  N""- 1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
9,  10,  du  2^  ann6e,  1785.  II  me  manque  en  conse- 
qtience  le  N""-  8  du  2^  ann6e,  et  tous  les  N***  qui  on 
pami  depuis  le  N""*  lo.  Tachez  je  vous  prie  de 
mes  les  procurer;  je  dois  les  avoir  aux  prix  des 
souscripteurs.  Je  ne  sais  si  je  n'ai  pas  souscrit  potir 
la  2^  aim^  ?  Void  encore  ce  que  je  desirerai  avoir. 
i'-  Memoire  sur  les  moyens  de  construire  des  plan- 
chers  en  bois  avec  plus  de  solidit6  et  d'economie  que 
Ton  n'a  fait  jtisqu'  k  present  pour  le  Sieur  Panseron; 
chez  Tauteur,  Rue  des  Magons  i'-  4*-  2^'  Histoire 
japonoise  de  Tangai  et  de  Neardan6,  {f*  Crebillon 
fils.  3™^  Une  pinte  des  plus  beaux  matrons  de  Lyons 
— pour  planter.  Tout  cela  pent  etre  mise  dans  une 
petite  boiette,  et  si  elle  est  bien  distinctement  ad- 
dressee, elle  me  parviendra  sans  difficult^;  mais  il 
sera  toujours  prudent  que  je  r^coive  une  lettre  d'avis 
par  la  m£me  occasion.  Mon  ayeul  n'a  regu  que  les 
5  premiers  volumes  du  Diet**  d'Agric'*  de  TAbb^ 
Rozier,  il  desireroit  avoir  la  suite;  ainsi  que  la 
Bibliotheque  Physyco  Economique,  depuis  Tan  1785 
— et  ce  qui  k  paru  depuis  la  demifere  envoye  que  vous 
ou  M.  Grand  lui  a  fait  des  M6moires  des  Chinois. 
Pour  ce  qui  regarde  mes  commissions  les  69'*  que 
vous  avez  k  moi  seront,  peutStre  assez,  si  non  vous 
vous  addresserez  k  M.  Grand,  ainsi  que  pour  se 
que  vous  debourserez  pour  mon  ayeul.  Notis  avons 
regvL  la  vin  de  Cahusac  qui  est  fort  bon;  mais  il  faut 
que  celle  dans  les  caisses  ait  6t6  mis  en  bouteille 
dans  un  tems  d6favorable  attendu  que,  tm  tiers  des 
bouteilles  etait  cassis  ou  vides,  les  bouchons  etant 
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partis.  Celtii  en  futaille  k  un  peu  perdu  en  qtiantit^ 
mais  rien  en  comparaison  de  celui  en  bouteille.  Le 
vin  est  en  general  bien  gout6  id,  mais  il  faut  du  terns 
potir  changer  le  gout  de  nos  buveurs  de  Maddre,  et 
de  Bordeatix.  Je  me  suis  inform^  de  plusieurs  per- 
sonnes  au  suj6t  de  M.  Bourgoin,  dont  vous  desirez 
avoir  des  nouvelles ;  mais  jusqu'k  pr^nt  je  n'ai  pu 
savoir  s'il  est  arriv6  en  Am^que.  Nous  avons  k 
Philadelphie  plusieurs  Francois,  entre  autres  tm  M. 
de  Perriere  qui  connait  tout  le  monde  k  Passy,  et 
je  me  rapelle  de  Tavoir  vu  chez  M.  Pilleul,  mais  je 
crois  qu'il  portait  alors  tm  autre  nom.  II  k  la  croix 
deSt.  Louis,  et  on  dit  qu'il  k  6t^  Pr^vdt  de  Marechaux 
de  Prance.  C'est  tm  homme  d'environs  40  k  45  ans, 
d'une  figure  agrdable,  et  il  me  parait  ce  qu'on  ap- 
pelle  en  Prance  bonne  enfant.  Donnez  moi  un  peu 
son  Histoire — il  parle  de  s'^tablir  aux  environs  de 
Philadelphie  et  d'y  faire  venir  sa  femme  de  Paris, 
n  est  arriv6  en  Amerique  avec  M.  de  St.  Try  et  M. 
Brissot  de  Warville.  Notre  nouveau  Gouveme- 
ment  va  toujours  son  train — ^plusieurs  Etats  ont 
flu  leurs  Senateurs,  le  peuple  doivent  elir  leur 
Representatives  dans  peu;  c'est  au  mois  de  Mars 
prochain  qu'ils  doivent  s'assembler.  II  n'y  k  qu'tme 
voix  pour  le  President  General,  Tilustre  Washington! 
k  regard  du  Vice  President  les  avis  son  partag6s 
entre  les  General  Knox,  Messieurs  Hancock,  Adams, 
etc.  Mon  ayeul  ayant  servi  ses  trois  ans,  comme 
President  de  cet  Etat,  ou  k  elu  k  sa  place  le  General 
Mifflin.  Mon  ayeul  s'appelle  actuelment  un  free 
man,  et  je  crois  qu'il  serait  difficile  de  Tei^ager  k 
changer  cet  etat.    II  parait  on  ne  peut  pas  plus 
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content  de  jouir  de  la  liberty  et  du  repos.  II  est 
maintenant  occupy  k  ^crire  la  suite  de  sa  vie  que 
vous  avez  desirez  avec  tant  d'empressement.  Sa 
sant^  se  retablit  tous  les  jours.  Adieu,  mon  ami. 
Rapellez  moi  au  souvenir  de  tous  nos  amis  com- 
mtms,  et  dites  mille  choses  tendre  pour  moi  k  toute 
votre  famille.    J'6cris  k  M.  votre  fils. 

W.  T.  Franklin. 


MDXXII 


TO  MR.  FRANCIS  CHILD6 

Philadblpxia,  19  November,  1788. 

Sir: — ^When  you  were  here  in  April  last  you 

promised  me  the  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars 

in  June  following,  which  has  not  been  sent  to  me,  and 

therefore  I  have  now  drawn  upon  you  for  the  same, 

and  having  present  occasion  for  money,  I  depend  on 

your  honoring  my  draft.    I  am,  sir,  your  htunble 

servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXXIII 


TO  MRS.    partridge  ' 


Philadblphia,  25  November,  1788.  ^ 

My  Dear  Child: — ^I  received  yotir  kind  letter  of 
the  12th  inst.  enclosing  one  for  Mr.  Philip  Vanhom, 
physician  in  Philadelphia,  which  you  desire  me  to 
deliver,  and  to  soUdt  the  forgiveness  of  his  daughter. 

'  Dr.  Franklin's  niece. 
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I  immediately  made  enquiry  for  him,  as  to  be  instru- 
mental in  so  charitable  a  work,  and  in  concurrence 
with  you,  would  have  given  me  great  pleasttre,  but  I 
am  assured  by  our  oldest  inhabitants,  who  have  had 
most  acquaintance  and  best  opportunities  of  knowing 
their  feUow-dtizens,  particularly  some  of  our  phy- 
sicians, that  no  phjrsidan  or  other  person  of  that 
name  has  ever  been  a  resident  here;  so  that  there 
must  have  been  some  mistake  in  the  information  that 
has  been  given  you,  if,  indeed,  the  whole  story  is  not 
an  imposition. 

You  kindly  enqtiire  after  my  health.  I  have  not, 
of  late,  much  reason  to  boast  of  it.  People  that 
will  live  a  long  life  and  drink  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cup  must  expect  to  meet  with  some  of  the  dregs. 
However,  when  I  consider  how  many  more  terrible 
maladies  the  human  body  is  liable  to,  I  think  my- 
self well  off  that  I  have  only  three  incurable  ones: 
the  gout,  the  stone,  and  old  age ;  and,  those  notwith- 
standing, I  enjoy  many  comfortable  intervals,  in 
which  I  forget  all  my  ills,  and  amuse  mj^self  in  read- 
ing or  writing,  or  in  conversation  with  friends,  jok- 
ing, laughing,  and  telling  merry  stories,  as  when  you 
first  knew  me,  a  young  man  about  fifty. 

My  children  and  grandchildren,  the  Baches,  are 
all  well,  and  pleased  with  your  remembrance  of 
them.  They  are  my  family,  living  in  my  house. 
And  we  have  lately  the  addition  of  a  little  good- 
natured  girl,  whom  I  begin  to  love  as  well  as  the 
rest. 

You  tell  me  our  poor  friend  Ben  Kent  is  gone;  I 
hope  to  the  regions  of  the  blessed,  or  at  [mutilated] 


1788]  Benjamin  Franklin  17 

to  some  place  where  souls  are  prepared  for  those 
[fnutilated]  gions.  I  fotmd  my  hope  on  this,  that 
though  not  so  orthodox  as  you  and  I,  he  was  an  hon- 
est man,  and  had  his  virtues.  If  he  had  any  h3^poc- 
risy  it  was  of  that  inverted  kind,  with  whidi  a  man 
is  not  so  bad  [mutilated]  seems  to  be.  And  with 
r^;ard  to  future  bliss  I  cannot  help  imagining,  that 
multitudes  of  the  zealously  orthodox  of  different 
sects,  who  at  the  last  day  may  flock  together,  in 
hopes  of  seeing  [mutilated]  damned,  will  be  disap- 
pointed, and  obUged  to  rest  content  with  their  own 
salvation.  You  have  no  occasion  to  apologise  for 
your  former  letter.  It  was,  as  all  yotu^  are,  very 
wen  written.  That  which  it  enclosed  for  your 
cousin  came  too  late,  he  being  sailed. 

By  one  of  the  accidents  which  war  occasions,  all 
my  books  containing  copies  of  my  letters  were  lost. 
There  were  eight  voltmies  of  them,  and  I  have  been 
able  to  recover  only  two.  Those  are  of  later  date  than 
the  transaction  you  mention,  and  therefore  can  con- 
tain nothing  relating  to  it.  If  the  letter  you  want  a 
copy  of  was  one  in  which  I  aimed  at  consoling  my 
brother's  friends,  by  a  comparison  drawn  from  a 
party  of  pleastire  intended  into  the  country,  where 
we  were  all  to  meet,  though  the  chair  of  one  being 
soonest  ready  he  set  out  before  the  rest ;  I  say  if  this 
was  the  letter,  I  fancy  you  may  possibly  find  it  in 
Boston,  as  I  remember  Dr.  Biles  once  wrote  me  that 
many  copies  had  been  taken  of  it.  I,  too,  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  seen  that  again,  among 
others  I  had  written  to  him  and  you.  But  you  in- 
form me  they  [mutilated]  by  the  mice.     Poor  little 

Tou  XIX.— a. 
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innooent  creattures,  I  am  sorry  they  had  no  better 
food.  But  since  they  like  my  letters,  here  is  another 
treat  for  them. 

Adieu,  ma  chere  enfant,  and  believe  me  [mutiUaed\ 
your  affectionate  tmde, 

B.  Prankun. 


MDXXIV 

TO  MRS.   JANE  MBCOM 

Philadblphia,  a6  November,  1788. 

My  Dear  Sister: — I  received  your  kind  letter  of 
the  I  ith  instant.  The  two  former  ones  you  mention, 
I  had  answered,  though  it  seems  the  answer  had  not 
reached  you.  If  it  has  finally  miscarried,  I  will  look 
for  the  letters,  and  answer  them  again. 

I  am  sorry  you  should  suffer  so  much  tmeasiness 
with  tears  and  apprehensions  about  my  health. 
There  are  in  life  real  evils  enough,  and  it  is  folly  to 
afi9ict  ourselves  with  imaginary  ones;  and  it  is  time 
enough  when  the  real  ones  arrive.  I  see  by  the 
papers  that  to-morrow  is  your  thanksgiving  day. 
The  flour  will  arrive  too  late  for  your  plum-puddings, 
for  I  find  it  went  from  hence  but  a  few  da}^  since. 
I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  with  you  before  the  winter 
shuts  up  your  harbor. 

I  never  see  any  Boston  newspapers.  You  mention 
there  being  often  something  in  them  to  do  me  honor. 
I  am  obliged  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
our  papers  here  are  endeavoring  to  disgrace  me.  I 
take  no  notice.    My  friends  defend  me.    I  have  loi% 
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been  accustomed  to  receive  more  blame,  as  well  as 
more  praise,  than  I  have  deserved.  It  is  the  lot  of 
every  public  man,  and  I  leave  one  account  to  balance 
the  other. 

As  you  observe,  there  was  no  swearing  in  the  story 
of  the  poker,  when  I  told  it.  The  late  new  dresser 
of  it  was,  probably,  the  same,  or  perhaps  akin  to  him, 
who,  in  relating  a  dispute  that  happened  between 
Queen  Anne  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  con- 
cerning a  vacant  mitre,  which  the  Queen  was  for 
bestowing  on  a  person  the  Archbishop  thought  tm- 
worthy,  made  both  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop 
swear  three  or  four  thtmiping  oaths  in  every  sentence 
of  the  discussion,  and  the  Archbishop  at  last  gained 
his  point.  One  present  at  this  tale,  being  surprised, 
said:  ''But  did  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop  swear 
so  at  one  another?"  "Oh  no,  no,"  says  the  rekttor; 
"that  is  only  my  way  of  telling  the  story." 

This  family  is  all  well  at  present,  and  join  in  love 
to  you  and  yours,  with  your  aflEectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXXV 


TO  CHARLES  THOMSON,  SECRETARY  OP  CONGRESS 

Philadblphia,  39  November,  1788. 

Dear  Old  Friend  : — Enclosed  I  send  a  letter  to 
the  President  of  Congress  for  the  time  being,  which, 
if  you  find  nothing  improper  in  it,  or  that  in  regard 
to  me  you  could  wish  changed  or  amended,  I  would 
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request  you  to  present.  I  rely  much  on  your  friendly 
counsel,  as  you  mttst  be  better  acquainted  with  per- 
sons and  circumstances  than  I  am;  and  I  suppose 
there  will  be  time  enough  before  the  new  Congress  is 
formed  to  make  any  alterations  you  may  advise, 
though,  if  presented  at  all,  it  should  be  to  the  old 
one. 

In  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay  you  may 
observe  that  mention  is  made  of  some  "considerable 
articles  which  I  have  not  chaiged  in  my  accotmts  with 
Congress,  but  on  which  I  should  expect  from  their 
equity  some  consideration."  That  you  may  have 
some  information  what  those  articles  are,  I  enclose 
also  a  Sketch  of  My  Services  to  the  United  States^ 
wherein  you  will  find  mention  of  the  extra  services  I 
performed,  that  do  not  appertain  to  the  office  of 
plenipotentiary,  viz. :  as  judge  of  admiralty,  as  con^- 
sul  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Barclay,  as  banker  in 
examining  and  accepting  the  multitude  of  bills  of 
exchange,  and  as  secretary  for  several  years,  none 
being  sent  to  me,  though  other  ministers  were  al- 
lowed such  assistance. 

I  must  own,  I  did  hope  that,  as  it  is  customary  in 
Europe,  to  make  some  Uberal  provision  for  ministers 
when  they  return  home  from  foreign  service,  the  Con- 
gress would  at  least  have  been  kind  enough  to  have 
shown  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  by  a  grant  of 
a  small  tract  of  land  in  their  western  cotmtry,  which 
might  have  been  of  use  and  some  honor  to  my  pos- 
terity. And  I  cannot  but  still  think  they  will  do 
somethii^  of  the  kind  for  me,  whenever  they  shall  be 
pleased  to  take  my  services  into  consideration,  as  I 
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see  by  their  minutes  that  they  have  allowed  Mr.  Lee 
handsomely  for  his  services  in  England,  before  his 
appointment  to  France,  in  which  services  I  and  Mr, 
BoUan  cooperated  with  him,  and  have  had  no  such 
allowance;  and,  since  his  return,  he  has  been  very 
properly  rewarded  with  a  good  place,  as  well  as  my 
friend  Mr.  Jay;  though  these  are  trifling  compensa- 
tions in  comparison  with  what  was  granted  by  the 
king  to  M.  Gerard  on  his  return  from  America. 

But  how  different  is  what  has  happened  to  me. 
On  my  return  from  Ei^land,  in  1775,  the  Congress 
bestowed  on  me  the  office  of  postmaster-general,  for 
which  I  was  very  thankful.  It  was  indeed  an  office 
I  had  some  kind  of  right  to,  as  having  previously 
gxeatly  enlarged  the  revenue  of  the  post  by  the  r^u- 
lations  I  had  contrived  and  established,  while  I  pos- 
sessed it  under  the  crown.  When  I  was  sent  to 
Prance,  I  left  it  in  the  hands  of  my  son-in-law,  who 
was  to  act  as  my  deputy.  But  soon  after  my 
departure  it  was  taken  from  me  and  given  to 
Mr.  Hazard.  When  the  English  ministry  formerly 
thought  fit  to  deprive  me  of  the  office,  they  left  me, 
however,  the  privilege  of  receiving  and  sending  my 
letters  free  of  ix)stage,  which  is  the  usage  when  a 
postmaster  is  not  displaced  for  misconduct  in  the 
office;  but,  in  America,  I  have  ever  since  had  the 
postage  demanded  of  me,  which,  since  my  return 
from  France,  has  amounted  to  above  fifty  pounds, 
much  of  it  occasioned  by  my  having  acted  as  minister 
there. 

When  I  took  my  grandson,  William  Temple  Frank- 
lin, with  me  to  France,  I  proposed,  after  giving  him 
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the  French  language,  to  educate  him  in  the  study 
and  practice  of  the  law.  But,  by  the  repeated  ex- 
pectations given  me  of  a  secretary,  and  constant 
disappointments,  I  was  induced,  and  indeed  obliged, 
to  retain  him  with  me,  to  assist  in  the  secretary's 
office,  which  disappointments  continued  till  my  re- 
turn, by  which  time,  so  many  years  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  his  studying  the  law  were  lost,  and  his 
habits  of  life  become  so  different,  that  it  appeared 
no  loiter  advisable;  and  I  then,  considering  him  as 
brought  up  in  the  diplomatic  line,  and  well  qualified 
by  his  knowledge  in  that  branch  for  the  employ  of 
a  secretary  at  least  (in  which  opinion  I  was  not  alone, 
for  three  of  my  colleagues,  without  the  smallest 
solicitation  from  me,  chose  him  secretary  of  the 
n^otiation  for  treaties,  which  they  had  been  em- 
powered to  do),  took  the  liberty  of  recommending 
him  to  the  Congress  for  their  protection.  This  was 
the  only  favor  I  ever  asked  of  them;  and  the  only 
answer  I  received  was  a  resolution  superseding  him, 
and  appointing  Colonel  Humphreys  in  his  place,  a 
gentleman  who,  though  he  might  have  indeed  a 
good  deal  of  military  merit,  certainly  had  none  in 
the  diplomatic  line,  and  had  neither  the  French 
language,  nor  the  experience,  nor  the  address  proper 
to  qtialif y  him  for  such  an  employment. 

This  is  all  to  yourself  only  as  a  private  friend; 
for  I  have  not,  nor  ever  shall,  make  any  public  com- 
plaint; and  even  if  I  could  have  foreseen  such  un- 
kind treatment  from  Congress,  their  refusing  me 
thanks  would  not  in  the  least  have  abated  my  zeal 
for  the  cause  and  ardor  in  support  of  it.    I  know 
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something  of  the  nature  of  such  changeable  assem- 
blies, and  how  little  successors  know  of  the  services 
that  have  been  rendered  to  the  corps  before  their 
admission,  or  feel  themselves  obliged  by  such  ser- 
vices; and  what  effect  in  obUterating  a  sense  of 
them  during  the  absence  of  the  servant  in  a  distant 
country,  the  artftd  and  reiterated  malevolent  insinua- 
tions of  one  or  two  envious  and  malicious  persons 
may  have  on  the  minds  of  members,  even  of  the  most 
equitable,  candid,  and  honorable  dispositions;  and 
therefore  I  will  pass  these  reflections  into  oblivion. 

My  good  friend,  excuse,  if  you  can,  the  trouble  of 
this  letter;  and  if  the  reproach  thrown  on  republics, 
that  they  are  apt  to  be  ungrateful,  should  ever  unfor- 
tunately be  verified  with  respect  to  your  services,  re- 
member that  you  have  a  right  to  tmbosom  yourself 
in  communicating  your  griefs  to  your  ancient  friend 
and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

Sketch  of  the  Services  of  B.  Franklin  to  the  United 

States  of  America 

In  England  he  combated  the  Stamp  Act,  and  his 
writings  in  the  papers  against  it,  with  his  examina- 
tion in  Parliament,  were  thought  to  have  contributed 
much  to  its  repeal. 

He  opposed  the  Duty  Act;  and  though  he  could 
not  prevent  its  passing,  he  obtained  of  Mr.  Town- 
shend  an  omission  of  several  articles,  particularly 
salt. 

In  the  subsequent  difference  he  wrote  and  pub- 
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lished  many  papers,  refuting  the  claim  of  Parliament 
to  tax  the  colonies. 

He  opposed  all  oppressive  acts. 

He  had  two  secret  negotiations  with  the  ministers 
for  their  repeal,  of  which  he  has  written  a  narrative. 
In  this  he  offered  payment  for  the  destroyed  tea,  at 
his  own  risk,  in  case  they  were  repealed. 

He  was  joined  with  Messrs.  BoUan  and  Lee  in  all 
the  applications  to  government  for  that  purpose. 
Printed  several  pamphlets  at  his  own  considerable 
expense  against  the  then  measures  of  government, 
whereby  he  rendered  himself  obnoxious,  was  dis- 
graced before  the  privy  cotmdl,  deprived  of  a  place 
in  the  post-office  of  ;£3oo  sterling  a  year,  and  obliged 
to  resign  his  agencies,  viz. : 

Of  Pennsylvania ;£Soo 

Of  Massachusetts 400 

Of  New  Jersey 100 

Of  Georgia 200 

;£l200 

In  the  whole  ;£i5oo  sterling  per  annum. 

Orders  were  sent  to  the  king's  governors  not  to 
sign  any  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  orders  of  his 
salaries;  and  though  he  was  not  actually  dismissed 
by  the  colonies  that  employed  him,  yet,  thinking  the 
known  malice  of  the  court  against  him  rendered  him 
less  likely  than  others  to  manage  their  affairs  to  their 
advantage,  he  judged  it  to  be  his  duty  to  withdraw 
from  their  service,  and  leave  it  open  for  less  excep- 
tionable persons,  which  saved  them  the  necessity 
of  removing  him. 
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Returning  to  America,  he  encotiraged  the  Revolu- 
tion. Was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  where  he  projected  the  chevaux  de  frise 
for  securing  Philadelphia,  then  the  residence  of 
Congress. 

Was  sent  by  Congress  to  head-quarters  near  Bos- 
ton with  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Lynch,  in  1775,  ^ 
settle  some  affairs  with  the  northern  governments 
and  General  Washington. 

In  the  spring  of  1776  was  sent  to  Canada  with 
Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll,  passing  the  Lakes  while 
they  were  not  yet  free  from  ice.  In  Canada,  was, 
with  his  colleagues,  instrumental  in  redressing  stm- 
dry  grievances,  and  thereby  reconciling  the  people 
more  to  our  cause.  He  there  advanced  to  General 
Arnold  and  other  servants  of  Congress,  then  in  ex- 
treme necessity,  £353  in  gold,  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
on  the  credit  of  Congress,  which  was  of  great  service 
at  that  jtmcture,  in  procuring  provisions  for  our 
army. 

Being  at  the  time  he  was  ordered  on  this  service 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  he  suffered  in  his 
health  by  the  hardships  of  this  journey,  lodging  in 
the  woods,  etc.,  in  so  inclement  a  season;  but  being 
recovered,  the  Congress  in  the  same  year  ordered 
him  to  France.  Before  his  departtire  he  put  all  the 
money  he  could  raise,  between  three  and  four  thou- 
sand pounds,  into  their  hands ;  which,  demonstrating 
his  confidence,  encouraged  others  to  lend  their  money 
in  support  of  the  cause. 

He  made  no  bargain  for  appointments,  but  was 
promised  by  a  vote  the  net  salary  of  £5000  sterling 
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per  annum,  his  expenses  paid,  and  to  be  assisted  by 
a  secretary,  who  was  to  have  ;£i,ooo  per  anntim,  to 
include  all  contingencies. 

When  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  sent  him  to 
England  in  1764,  on  the  same  salary,  they  allowed 
him  one  year's  advance  for  his  passage,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  prejudice  to  his  private  aflEairs  that 
must  be  occasioned  by  his  sudden  departure  and 
absence.  He  has  had  no  such  allowance  from  Con- 
gress, was  badly  accommodated  in  a  miserable  ves- 
sel, improper  for  those  northern  seas  (and  which 
actually  fotmdered  in  her  return),  was  badly  fed, 
so  that  on  his  arrival  he  had  scarce  strength  to 
stand. 

His  services  to  the  States  as  commissioner,  and 
afterwards  as  minister  plenipotentiary,  are  known  to 
Congress,  as  may  appear  in  his  correspondence.  His 
extra  services  may  not  be  so  well  known,  and  there- 
fore may  be  here  mentioned.  No  secretary  ever 
arriving,  the  business  was  in  part  before,  and  en- 
tirely when  the  other  commissioners  left  him,  exe- 
cuted by  himself,  with  the  help  of  his  grandson, 
who  at  first  was  only  allowed  clothes,  board,  and 
lodging,  and  afterwards  a  salary,  never  exceeding 
^^300  a  year  (except  while  he  served  as  secretary  to 
the  commissioners  for  peace),  by  which  difference 
in  salary,  continued  n^-ny  years,  the  Congress  saved, 
*/  they  accept  it,  £700  sterling  a  year. 

He  served  as  consul  entirely  several  years,  till  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Barclay,  and  even  after,  as  that  gen- 
tleman was  obliged  to  be  much  and  long  absent  in 
Holland,    Flanders,    and    England,    during  which 
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absence,  what  business  of  the  kind  occurred  still  came 
to  Mr.  Franklin. 

He  served,  though  without  any  special  commission 
for  the  pvirpose,  as  a  judge  of  admiralty;  for,  the 
Congress  having  sent  him  a  quantity  of  blank  com- 
ndssions  for  privateers,  he  granted  them  to  cruisers 
fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  France,  some  of  them 
maxmed  by  old  smugglers,  who  knew  every  creek  on 
the  coast  of  Ei^land,  and  running  all  rotmd  the 
island  distressed  the  British  coasting  trade  exceed- 
ingly, and  raised  their  general  insurance.  One  of 
those  privateers  alone,  the  Black  Prince,  took  in  the 
course  of  a  year  seventy-five  sail!  All  the  papers 
taken  in  each  prize  brought  in,  were  in  virtue  of  an 
order  of  council  sent  up  to  Mr.  Franklin,  who  was  to 
examine  them,  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  capture, 
and  write  to  the  admiralty  of  the  port  that  he  f  otmd 
the  prize  good,  and  that  the  sale  might  be  permitted. 
These  papers,  which  are  very  voluminous,  he  has  to 
produce. 

He  served  also  as  merchant,  to  make  purchases 
and  direct  the  shipping  of  stores  to  a  very  great 
value,  for  which  he  has  charged  no  commission. 

But  the  part  of  his  service  which  was  the  most 
fatiguing  and  confining,  was  that  of  receiving  and  ac- 
cepting, after  a  due  and  necessary  examination,  the 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Congress  for  interest 
money,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of 
livres  annually;  multitudes  of  the  bills  very  small, 
each  of  which,  the  smallest,  gave  as  much  trouble  in 
examining,  as  the  largest.  And  this  careftd  exam- 
ination was  fotmd  absolutely  necessary,  from  the 
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oonstant  frauds  attempted  by  presenting  seconds  and 
thirds  for  payment  after  the  firsts  have  been  dis- 
charged. As  these  bills  were  arriving,  more  or  less, 
by  every  ship  and  every  post,  they  required  constant 
attendance.  Mr.  Franklin  could  make  no  journey 
for  exercise,  as  had  been  annually  his  custom,  and 
the  confinement  brought  on  a  malady  that  is  likely 
to  afiSict  him  while  he  lives. 

In  short,  though  he  has  always  been  an  active 
man,  he  never  went  through  so  much  business  during 
eight  years,  in  any  part  of  his  life,  as  during  those  of 
his  residence  in  France ;  which,  however,  he  did  not 
decline  till  he  saw  peace  happily  made,  and  fotmd 
himself  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age;  when,  if 
ever,  a  man  has  some  right  to  expect  repose. 


MDXXVI 

TO  THE   PRBSIDENT  OP  CONGRESS 

Philadblphia,  39  November,  1788. 

Sir: — ^When  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  Mr. 
Barclay,  arriving  there,  brought  me  the  following 
resolution  of  Congress : 

"Resolved,  that  a  conmiissioner  be  appointed  by 
Congress,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate, 
and  finally  to  settle,  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  Europe,  and  to 
commence  and  prosecute  such  suits,  causes,  and 
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actions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposct  or  for 
the  recovery  of  any  property  of  the  said  United  States 
in  the  hands  of  any  person,  or  persons,  whatsoever. 

''That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he 
may  think  reasonable. 

''That  the  said  commissioner  and  clerks,  respect- 
ively, take  an  oath  before  some  person  duly  author- 
ized to  administer  an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  respectively. 

"Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  com- 
missioner, and,  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Thomas 
Barclay  was  elected." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  as  soon  as 
Mr.  Barclay  was  at  leisure  from  more  pressing  busi- 
ness, I  rendered  to  him  all  my  accounts,  which  he 
examined,  and  stated  methodically.  By  this  state- 
ment he  found  a  balance  due  to  me  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1785,  of  7,533  livres,  19  sols,  3  demiers,  which 
I  accordingly  received  of  the  Congress  banker;  the 
difference  between  my  statement  and  his  being  only 
seven  sols,  which  by  mistake  I  had  overcharged; 
about  three  pence  half -penny  sterling. 

At  my  request,  however,  the  accounts  were  left 
open  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  not 
finally  settled,  there  being  some  articles  on  which  I 
desired  their  judgment,  and  having  some  equitable 
demands,  as  I  tiiought  them,  for  extra  services, 
which  he  had  not  conceived  himself  empowered  to 
allow,  and  therefore  I  did  not  put  them  in  my  ac- 
count. He  transmitted  the  accotmts  to  Congress, 
and  had  advice  of  their  being  received.     On  my 
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arrival  at  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  first  things  I  did 
was  to  despatch  my  grandson,  William  T.  Franklin, 
to  New  York,  to  obtain  a  final  settlement  of  those 
accounts;  he,  having  long  acted  as  my  secretary, 
and  being  well  acqtiainted  with  the  transactions, 
was  able  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  articles  that 
might  seem  to  require  explaining,  if  any  such  there 
were.  He  returned  without  effecting  the  settle- 
ment, being  told  that  it  could  not  be  made  till  the 
arrival  of  some  documents  expected  from  France. 
What  those  documents  were  I  have  not  been  in- 
formed, nor  can  I  readily  conceive,  as  all  the  vouchers 
existing  there  had  been  examined  by  Mr.  Barclay. 
And  I,  having  been  inmiediately  after  my  arrival 
engaged  in  the  public  business  of  this  State,  waited 
in  expectation  of  hearing  from  Congress,  in  case  any 
part  of  my  accounts  had  been  objected  to. 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  that  those  ac- 
counts have  been  before  that  honorable  body,  and, 
to  this  day,  no  notice  of  any  such  objection  has  been 
conmiunicated  to  me.  But  reports  have,  for  some 
time  past,  been  circulated  here,  and  propagated  in 
the  newspapers,  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the 
United  States  for  large  sums  that  had  been  put  into 
my  hands,  and  that  I  avoid  a  settlement.  This, 
together  with  the  little  time  one  of  my  age  may  ex- 
pect to  live,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  request 
earnestly,  which  I  hereby  do,  that  the  Congress 
would  be  pleased,  without  further  delay,  to  examine 
those  accounts,  and  if  they  find  therein  any  article 
or  articles  which  they  do  not  understand  or  approve, 
that  they  would  cause  me  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
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same,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  ofiEering 
such  explanations  or  reasons  in  support  of  them  as 
may  be  in  my  power,  and  then  that  the  accounts 
may  be  finally  closed. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  to 
this  business  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as  well 
as  in  condescension  to  my  request.  In  the  mean- 
time, if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  I  would  desire 
that  this  letter,  together  with  another '  relating  to 
the  same  subject,  the  copy  of  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed, may  be  put  upon  their  minutes.  With  every 
sentiment  of  respect  and  duty  to  Congress,  I  am* 
sir,  etc, 

B.  Franklin/ 


MDXXVII 

TO  WM.   VAUGHAN 

Philadelphia,  9  Deoember,  1788. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  October 
5th.     I  am  glad  the  little  papers  I  sent  you  were  not 

'  See  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay,  dated  June  19,  z  785. 

*The  requests  oontained  in  this  letter  were  never  complied  with. 
Some  months  afterwards,  Charles  Thomson,  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
wrote  to  him  as  follows: 

*'Dear  Sir: — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  the  apprehensions  sug- 
gested in  my  last  are  realized.  Whe  delegates,  whom  the  States  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Union  in  Congress  till  the 
xneeting  of  the  new  government,  have  not  assembled  in  sufficient 
number  to  form  a  House.  Consequently  there  was  no  opportunity 
of  laying  your  letter  before  them,  and  getting  it  inserted  on  their 
xmnutes.  I  now  wish  to  be  informed  what  is  to  be  done  with  it; 
wiMttbeT  you  would  desire  it  to  remain  among  the  other  papers  of  the 


3«  The  Works  of  [1788 

unacceptable.  Having  done  with  public  business,  I 
am  now  employing  myself  in  a  work  your  good 
brother  Benjamin  once  strongly  recommended  to 
me,  which  is  writing  the  history  of  my  own  life.  This 
will  contain  a  nimiber  of  precepts  of  the  kind  you 
desire,  and  all  exemplified  by  the  effects  of  their 
practice  in  my  own  affairs.  Please  to  inform  Benja- 
min of  this,  and  that  I  have  got  as  far  as  my  fiftieth 
year. 

I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  took  in  the  en- 
quiry of  Mr.  John  Wright.  I  have  written  to  him 
some  time  since  that  the  types  are  come  to  hand,  etc. 

A  friend  of  mine  designing  a  present  to  her  son,  a 
young  student,  of  the  best  English  encyclopaedia, 
has  desired  me  to  procure  it  for  her.  Since  I  left 
England  several  different  works  under  that  title  have 
appeared,  and  I  know  not  their  characters  or  merits. 
I  think  I  have  seen  mentioned  in  the  advertisements 

late  Congress,  or  have  it  returned  to  yoivL  I  shall  wait  your  orders. 
In  the  meanwhile  accept  a  fresh  assurance  of  the  sincere  esteem  and 
regard  with  which  I  am,  etc."    New  York,  March  7,  1789. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  farther  efforts  were  made  by  Dr. 
Franklin  to  obtain  justice  from  Congress.  On  the  ist  of  April,  1789, 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  had  assembled  to  organize  the  Con- 
gress imder  the  new  Constitution ;  but  there  is  no  record  in  the  Journals 
which  shows  that  the  above  letter  to  the  President  of  the  old  Congress 
was  ever  laid  before  that  body,  or  that  the  subject  was  in  any  manner 
brought  into  consideration.  Dr.  Franklin's  accounts,  therefore,  re- 
mained unsettled  till  his  death,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  solidtar 
tions  to  have  them  examined,  adjusted,  and  closed.  No  allowance 
was  ever  granted  for  the  "equitable  demands  for  extra  services,"  to 
which  he  thought  himself  entitled,  nor  were  the  grounds  of  them  even 
made  a  subject  of  inquiry;  nor  was  any  vote  of  thanks  or  approbation 
ever  passed  for  his  long,  steady,  and  most  successful  labors  in  the 
cause  of  his  country.  For  this  he  was  probably  indebted  to  the  Lees 
of  Virginia — ^Arthur  chiefly — and  to  the  proprietary  party  in  Perm- 
sylvania,  whose  animosity  Is  not  3ret  entirely  extinct. — BDrroR. 
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one  or  two  from  Scotland.  Will  you  be  so  good  as 
to  inform  yourself ,  if  you  do  not  know  already,  which 
is  the  best  and  latest,  and  send  it  to  me  by  one  of  the 
first  spring  ships.  Enclosed  is  an  order  on  a  bank- 
ing-house for  payment.  On  looking  at  it,  I  see  it 
was  intended  by  the  lady  that  your  brother  should 
be  troubled  with  this  OTder.  But  't  is  the  same 
thing,  you  can  have  his  opinion. 

Our  public  affairs  are  getting  fast  into  order,  and 
we  hope  that  in  a  year  or  two  more  they  may  be  per- 
fectly settled,  llie  bad  habits  introduced  by  the 
war  are  also  wearing  out,  and  sober  industry  and 
frugality  are  taking  place  of  idleness  and  dissipation. 
It  is  pleasant  to  see  the  world  growing  better  and 
happier,  though  one  [torn]  to  quit  it.  Next  month, 
if  I  live  to  the  middle  of  it,  will  finish  my  eighty- 
third  year.  I  have  a  good  deal  recovered  from  my 
last  summer's  illness,  and  am  at  present,  thanks  to 
God,  pretty  hearty,  as  well  as  all  my  family,  who 
join  in  rejoicing  that  your  good  mother  and  sisters, 
those  amiable  girls,  have  also  recovered  their  usual 
health.  God  bless  and  preserve  you  all,  prays  your 
affectionate  friend  and  htimble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXXVIII 


TO  THE   ABBE   MORELLET 


Philadblphia,  xo  December,  1788. 

Dear  Friend: — ^The  suspension  of  the  pacquet 
boats  has  deranged  our  correspondence.    It  is  long. 
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very  long  since  I  have  been  favored  with  a  line  from 
Auteuil,  and  M.  de  Chatimont  informed  me  lately 
that  a  nimiber  of  letters  which  I  had  sent  to  New 
York  to  go  by  the  pacquet  to  France  had  been  lying 
there  many  months  after,  no  pacquet  arriving  by 
which  they  might  be  sent.  Pray  let  me  know 
whether  you  ever  received  my  remarks  on  the  Eng- 
lish reasons  for  refusing  to  deliver  up  the  posts  on 
our  frontiers  ?  sent  now  near  a  year  since,  in  return 
for  your  excellent  Guichets  and  Nouvelles  Cam^- 
logie,  with  which  I  have  most  agreeably,  enter- 
tained many  of  my  friends.  I  am,  however,  not 
without  resource  in  this  dearth  of  news  from  that 
Academy,  for  I  often  read  over  and  over  again, 
and  always  with  fresh  pleasure,  your  and  Abb6  de 
la  Roche's  pleasing  and  instructive  letter  of  July, 
1787;  and  the  friendly,  affectionate  griff onc^e,  as 
she  is  pleased  to  call  it,  of  that  good  dame,'  whom 
we  all  love,  and  whose  memory  I  shall  love  and 
honor  as  long  as  I  have  any  existence.  And  I  some- 
times dream  of  being  in  France,  and  visiting  my 
friends  there,  when  those  of  Auteuil  are  never 
forgotten. 

I  send  you  herewith  as  a  small  ctuiosity  some 
songs  and  music  of  American  composition,  the  first 
production  of  the  kind  that  has  appeared  here.  I 
fancy  some  of  the  music  may  suit  your  taste,  as  it  is 
simple  and  pathetic.  The  poetry  of  one  of  the  songs 
pleases  me  particularly.  It  is  the  Vth.  I  wish  you 
or  Mr.  Cabenis  would  translate  it,  so  that  it  may  be 
sung  to  the  same  notes. 

>  Madame  Helvetiiis. 


1788]  Benjamin  Franklin  35 

The  gentleman  who  will  have  the  honor  of  deliver- 
ing you  this  line,  is  Mr.  Gouvemetxr  Morris,  formerly 
a  member  of  Congress,  and  one  of  the  convention 
that  composed  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  is  much 
esteemed  here  by  those  that  know  him,  and  being  a 
friend  of  mine,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
your  civilities,  and  to  M.  Marmontels,  to  whom 
please  to  present  my  respects. 

I  hope  the  late  troubles  in  France  are  nearly  over. 
'T  is  a  cotmtry  that  I  dearly  love,  and  in  whose  pro- 
sperity I  feel  myself  deeply  interested. 

Having  now  finished  my  three  years'  service  as 
President,  and  not  likely  to  engage  in  any  future 
public  business,  I  b^^  to  feel  myself  a  freeman,  and 
to  enjoy  the  little  leisure  that  the  remnant  of  life  may 
afford  me.  Some  of  this  leisure  I  am,  however,  em- 
plojring  in  writing  my  own  history,  which  calling 
past  transactions  to  remembrance  makes  it  seem  a 
little  like  living  one's  life  over  again. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  with  great  and  sincere 
esteem,  yotirs  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXXIX 

PROM   Miss   CATHERINE   LOUISA   SHIPLEY 

Bolton  Street,  24  December,  1788. 

My  Dear  Friend: — It  is  a  great  while  since  I 
wrote  to  you,  and  still  longer  since  I  heard  from  you; 
but  I  have  now  a  particular  pleasure  in  writing  to 
one  who  had  long  loiown  and  loved  the  dear  parent 
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I  have  lost.'  You  will  probably,  before  3^ou  receive 
this,  have  heard  of  my  father's  death;  his  illness 
was  short  and  terminated  in  apoplexy.  He  was 
seldom  in  his  perfect  senses  for  the  last  fotir  days» 
but  such  constant  calmness  and  composure  could 
only  have  attended  the  deathbed  of  a  truly  good 
man.  How  unlike  the  ideas  I  had  formed  to  myself 
of  death,  which  till  now  I  had  only  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  heard  of  with  terror.  The  nearer  his  last 
moment  approached,  the  more  his  ideas  seemed  ele- 
vated ;  and,  but  for  those  whom  living  he  had  loved 
with  tenderness,  and  dying  he  still  felt  interested 
for,  he  showed  no  regret  at  leaving  this  world.  I 
believe  his  many  virtues  have  called  down  a  blessing 
on  his  family,  for  we  have  all  been  supported  under 
this  severe  affliction  beyond  what  I  could  have  im- 
agined; and  thotigh  sorrow  will  for  a  time  get  the 
better  of  every  other  sensation,  I  feel  now  that  the 
strongest  impression  left  by  his  death  is  the  desire 
of  imitating  his  virtues  in  an  htmibler  sphere  of  life. 
My  dear  mother's  health,  I  hope,  will  not  have 
suffered  materially;  and  she  has  every  consolation 
to  be  derived  from  the  reflection  that  for  forty-five 
years  it  was  the  study  of  her  life  to  make  the  best  of 
husbands  happy.  He  in  return  has  shown  that  his 
attention  to  her  ease  and  comfort  did  not  end  with 
his  life.  He  was  happily  preserved  to  us  so  long  as 
to  be  able  to  leave  all  his  family  in  good  circum- 
stances. I  fancy  my  mother,  Bessy,  and  I  shall  live 
at  Twj^ord,  but  at  present  no  place  is  settled. 

'  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  died  in  London  on  the  9th  of  Deoembery 
Z788. 
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May  I  flatter  myself  that  you  still  feel  some  affec- 
tion for  the  family  of  yotir  good  old  friend,  and  let 
me  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  it  from  yourself? 
I  shall  request  Dr.  Price  to  send  this  letter.  My 
mother,  brother,  and  sisters  beg  to  be  all  most  kindly 
remembered.    Believe  me,  dear  sir,  your  faithful 

and  obliged, 

Catherine  Louisa  Shiplbt. 


MDXXX 


PROM  RICHARD  PRICE 

Hacknbt,  December,  1788. 

Mt  Dear  Friend: — I  have  been  desired  by  Miss 
Shipley  to  convey  to  you  the  enclosed  letter, 
and  I  cannot  at  present  find  any  way  of  conveying 
it  except  by  the  packet.  It  will  inform  you  of  the 
death  of  one  of  your  warmest  friends  and  the  best 
of  bishops.  Ever  since  the  American  war  I  have 
been  honored  with  much  of  his  attention  and  friend- 
ship; and  I  cannot  but  mourn  the  loss  which  his 
family,  his  friends,  and  the  world  have  sustained. 
His  family  are  in  a  state  of  deep  concern,  but  at 
the  same  time  inquisitive  about  you  and  anxiotis  to 
receive  some  information  about  you.  You  can  be 
nowhere  more  beloved  or  respected. 

I  have  heard  with  pain  that  you  have  been  suffer- 
ing under  the  gout  and  stone,  two  sad  maladies ;  but 
alas!  it  is  impossible  that  our  bodily  frame,  as  it 
wears  out  and  approaches  to  its  dissolution,  should 
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not  subject  us  to  sufferings.  Happy  are  those  who, 
in  such  circumstances,  can  look  back  on  a  life  dis- 
tinguished by  such  services  as  yours  have  been. 
There  is,  I  trust,  beyond  the  grave  a  world  where 
we  shall  all  meet  and  rise  to  greater  happiness  than 
any  we  have  enjoyed  here. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  my  compliments 
to  Dr.  Rush?  You  have,  I  know,  too  much  to  do, 
and  too  many  letters  to  answer,  and  therefore  I  can 
only  wish  that  Dr.  Rush  would  give  me  an  account 
of  you.  He  has  frequently  favored  me  with  letters, 
and  they  generally  gratify  me  highly  by  informing 
me  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  United  States.  His 
last  letter  was  dated  in  May,  and  I  answered  it  in 
June  by  Mr.  Bishop,  a  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
who  was  returning  from  his  travels  through  France 

and  Germany. 

I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Federal  Constitution  has 

been  adopted  by  the  States.  This  confirms  me  in 
the  hope  that  a  state  of  things  is  commencing  there 
more  favorable  to  human  rights  than  any  that  has 
yet  been  known  in  this  world.  One  of  the  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  most  disposed  to  rejoice  is  the 
separation  which  has  taken  place  there  of  religion 
from  civil  policy,  and  the  free  scope  given  to  dis- 
cussion and  improvement,  by  abolishing  the  inter- 
position of  civil  power  in  matters  of  spectilation, 
and  extending  equal  protection  to  all  religious  sects, 
as  far  as  they  avoid  injuring  one  another. 

I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  Dr.  White. 
Will  you,  should  he  happen  to  come  in  your  way, 
deliver  to  him  my  respectful  and  grateful  acknow- 
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ledgments?  I  have  thought  it  needless  to  trouble 
him  with  an  answer  to  his  letter.  He  probably  soon 
found  that  it  was  not  possible  to  assist  Mr.  Work- 
man, the  person  he  recommended,  in  the  maimer 
he  proposed. 

Our  king's  insanity  has  brought  us  in  this  country 
into  a  state  that  threatens  us  with  much  confusion. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  is  likely  to  bring  with  him  into 
power  the  coalition  party.  The  king  may  recover, 
and  this  party  may  be  soon  routed  again.  A  re- 
lapse may  produce  another  rout,  or  the  prince,  after 
being  invested  with  power,  may  be  too  tenaciotis  of 
it;  and  thus  the  worst  evils  may  arise.  The  coali- 
tion party,  however,  will  hardly  do  us  more  mischief 
than  the  late  ministry  seems  to  me  to  have  done,  by 
connecting  us  in  such  a  mamier  with  Prussia,  Hesse, 
and  Holland,  as  to  subject  us  to  the  danger  of  being 
involved  soon  in  another  continental  war.  But  I 
have  gone  beyond  the  bounds  I  intended  in  this  letter. 
Accept  my  ardent  wishes  that  the  remainder  of  your 
life  may  be  as  happy  as  possible.  In  hopes  of  not 
being  forgotten  by  you,  I  am  ever,  most  affection- 
ately, yours, 

Richard  Price. 


MDXXXI 

A  THOUGHT  CONCERNING  THE  SUGAR  ISLANDS 

Should  it  be  agreed,  and  become  a  part  of  the  law 
of  nations,  that  the  cultivators  of  the  earth  are  not  to 
be  molested  or  interrupted  in  their  peaceable  and  use- 
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ful  employment,  the  inhabitants  of  the  sugar  islands 
would  come  under  the  protection  of  such  a  regtilation, 
which  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  nations  who 
at  present  hold  those  islands;  since  the  cost  of  sugar 
to  the  constmier  in  those  nations  consists,  not  only 
in  the  price  he  pays  for  it  by  the  pound,  but  in  the 
accummulated  charge  of  all  the  taxes  he  pa}^  in 
every  war  to  fit  out  fleets  and  maintain  troops  for  the 
defence  of  the  islands  that  raise  the  sugar,  and  the 
ships  that  bring  it  home. 

But  the  expenses  of  treasure  is  not  all.  A  cele- 
brated philosophical  writer  remarks,  that  when  he 
considered  the  wars  n:iade  in  Africa  for  prisoners  to 
raise  stigar  in  America,  the  number  slain  in  those 
wars,  the  ntmibers  that,  being  crowded  in  ships, 
perish  in  the  transportation,  and  the  numbers  that 
die  tmder  the  severities  of  slavery,  he  could  scarce 
look  on  a  morsel  of  sugar  without  conceiving  it 
spotted  with  human  blood.  If  he  had  considered 
also  the  blood  of  one  another  which  the  white  natives 
shed  in  fighting  for  those  islands,  he  would  have 
in:iagined  his  sugar  not  as  spotted  only,  but  as  thor- 
oughly dyed  red. 

On  these  accotmts  I  am  persuaded  that  the  subjects 
of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  who  have  no  sugar  islands,  constime  sugar 
cheaper  at  Vienna  and  Moscow,  with  all  the  charge 
of  transporting  it,  after  its  arrival  in  Europe,  than 
the  citizens  of  London  and  Paris.  And  I  sincerely 
believe  that,  if  France  and  England  were  to  decide, 
by  throwing  dice,  which  should  have  the  whole  of 
the  sugar  islands,  the  loser  in  the  throw  would  be  the 
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gainer.  The  future  expense  of  defending  them  would 
be  saved;  the  sugars  would  be  bought  cheaper  by  all 
Europe,  if  the  inhabitants  might  make  it  without  in- 
terruption; and,  who  ever  imported  the  sugar,  the 
same  revenue  might  be  raised  by  duties  at  the  cus- 
tom-house of  the  nation  that  consumed  it.  And,  on 
the  whole,  I  conceive  it  would  be  better  for  the 
nations  now  possessing  sugar  colonies,  to  give  up 
their  claim  to  them,  let  them  govern  themselves,  and 
put  them  tmder  the  protection  of  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe  as  neutral  cotmtries  open  to  the  commerce 
of  all,  the  profit  of  the  present  monopolies  being  by 
no  means  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  maintaining 
them. 


MDXXXII 

RBPLBCTIONS  ON  THE  AUGMENTATION  OP  WAGES 
WHICH  WILL  BE  OCCASIONED  IN  EUROPE  BY  THE 
AMERICAN   REVOLUTION  ' 

The  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States  of  America  will  raise  the  price  of  wages  in 
Europe,  an  advantage  of  which  I  believe  no  one  has 
yet  spoken. 

The  low  rate  of  wages  is  one  of  the  greatest  defects 

'These  "Reflections"  are  here  presented  in  a  translation  from  the 
French,  as  published  in  Cast^ra's  edition  of  the  author's  writings. 
Casttei  says  that  a  copy  was  fotind  among  Franklin's  papers,  and  in- 
serted in  the  Journal  (TEconomie  Publique  (du  lo  VentAse  an  V.); 
but  not  being  able  to  procure  that  journal,  he  translated  it  from  the 
German  version  contained  in  the  Minerva,  edited  by  ArchenholE, 
After  passing  through  two  languages,  the  style  and  oilier  character- 
istics of  the  original  must  of  course  be  essentially  changed,  and  pro- 
bably not  for  the  better. 
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in  the  political  associations  of  Etxrope,  or  rather  of 
the  old  world. 

If  the  term  wages  be  taken  in  its  widest  significa- 
tion, it  will  be  found  that  almost  all  the  citizens  of 
a  large  State  receive  and  pay  wages.  I  shall  confine 
my  remarks,  however,  to  one  description  of  wages, 
the  only  one  with  which  government  should  inter- 
meddle, or  which  requires  its  care.  I  mean  the 
wages  of  the  lowest  class,  those  men  without  pro- 
perty, without  capital,  who  live  solely  by  the  labor 
of  their  hands.  This  is  always  the  most  ntmierous 
class  in  a  state;  and  consequently,  that  cannot  be 
pronounced  happy  in  which,  from  the  lowness  and 
insufficiency  of  wages,  the  laboring  class  procure  so 
scanty  a  subsistence  that,  barely  able  to  provide  for 
their  own  necessities,  they  have  not  the  means  of 
marrying  and  rearing  a  family,  and  are  reduced  to 
beggary  whenever  emplojmnient  fails  them,  or  age  and 
sickness  oblige  them  to  give  up  work. 

Further,  the  wages  under  consideration  ought  not 
to  be  estimated  by  their  amotmt  in  money,  but  by 
the  quantity  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  com- 
modities which  the  laborer  can  procure  for  the 
money  which  he  receives. 

Unhappily,  in  all  the  political  states  of  the  old 
world,  a  numerous  class  of  citizens  have  nothing  to 
live  upon  but  their  wages,  and  these  are  inadequate 
to  their  support.  This  is  the  real  cause  of  the  mis- 
ery of  so  many  day  laborers  who  work  in  the  fields, 
or  in  manufactories  in  towns ;  of  pauperism,  an  evil 
which  is  spreading  every  day,  more  and  more,  be- 
cause governments  attempt  to  check  it  by  feeble 
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remedies  only;  of  depravity  of  morals;  and  of  almost 
every  crime.  The  policy  of  tjnraimy  and  of  com- 
merce has  overlooked  and  disgtdsed  these  truths. 
The  horrible  maxim  that  the  people  must  be  poor,  in 
order  that  they  may  remain  in  subjection,  is  still  held 
by  many  persons  of  hard  hearts  and  perverted  under- 
standing, with  whom  it  were  tiseless  to  contend. 
Others,  again,  think  that  the  people  should  be  poor, 
irom  a  regard  of  the  supposed  interests  of  commerce. 
They  believe  that  to  increase  the  rate  of  wages  would 
raise  the  price  of  the  productions  of  the  soil,  and 
especially  of  industry,  which  are  sold  to  foreign  na- 
tions, and  thtis  that  exportation  and  the  profits  aris- 
ing from  it  wotdd  be  diminished.  But  this  motive  is 
at  once  cruel  and  ill  founded. 

It  is  cruel ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  advantages 
of  foreign  commerce,  if  in  order  to  x)ossess  them,  half 
the  nation  must  languish  in  misery,  we  cannot  with- 
out crime  endeavor  to  obtain  them,  and  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  a  government  to  relinquish  them.  To 
desire  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  wages,  with  the  view 
of  favoring  the  exportation  of  merchandise,  is  to  seek 
to  render  the  citizens  of  a  state  miserable,  in  order 
that  foreigners  may  purchase  its  productions  at  a 
cheaper  rate;  it  is,  at  the  most,  attempting  to  enrich 
a  few  merchants  by  impoverishing  the  body  of  the 
nation;  it  is  taking  the  part  of  the  stronger  in  that 
contest,  already  so  tmequal,  between  the  man  who 
can  pay  wages,  and  him  who  is  imder  the  necessity 
of  receiving  them;  it  is,  in  one  word,  to  forget  that 
the  object  of  every  political  society  ought  to  be  the 
happiness  of  the  largest  ntimber. 
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Thismotiveis,  moreover,  ill  founded;  for,  in  order 
to  secure  to  a  nation  a  profitable  export  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  its  agriculture  and  manufactures,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  rate  of  wages  should  be  reduced 
so  extremely  low  as  we  find  it  in  almost  all  the 
countries  of  Europe.  It  is  not  the  wages  of  the  work- 
man, but  the  price  of  the  merchandise,  that  should 
be  lowered,  in  order  that  this  merchandise  may  be 
sold  to  foreign  nations.  But  men  have  always  neg- 
lected to  make  this  distinction.  The  wages  of  the 
laborer  are  the  price  of  his  day's  work.  The  price 
of  merchandise  is  the  sum  it  costs  to  gather  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  or  prepare  any  product  of  industry. 
The  price  of  this  production  may  be  very  moderate, 
while  the  laborer  may  receive  good  wages — ^that  is, 
the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  subsistence. 
The  labor  necessary  to  gather  or  prepare  the  article 
to  be  sold  may  be  cheap,  and  the  wages  of  the  work- 
man good.  Although  the  workmen  of  Manchester 
and  Norwich,  and  those  of  Amiens  and  Abbeville, 
are  employed  in  the  same  kind  of  labor,  the  former 
receive  considerably  higher  wages  than  the  latter; 
and  yet  the  woollen  fabrics  of  Manchester  and  Nor- 
wich, of  the  same  quality,  are  not  so  dear  as  those 
of  Amiens  and  Abbeville. 

It  would  occupy  too  much  time  fully  to  develop 
this  principle.  I  will  only  observe  here,  that  it  re- 
sults in  a  great  measure  from  the  fact  that  the  price  of 
labor  in  the  arts,  and  even  in  agriculture,  is  wonder- 
fully diminished  by  the  perfection  of  the  machinery 
employed  in  them,  by  the  intelligence  and  activity 
of  the  workmen,  and  by  the  judicious  division  of 
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labor.  Now  these  methods  of  reducing  the  price  of 
manufactured  articles  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
low  wages  of  the  workman.  In  a  large  manufactory, 
where  animals  are  employed  instead  of  men,  and 
machinery  instead  of  animal  power,  and  where  that 
judicious  division  of  labor  is  made  which  doubles, 
nay,  increases  tenfold,  both  power  and  time,  the 
article  can  be  manufactured  and  sold  at  a  much 
lower  rate  than  in  those  establishments  which  do  not 
enjoy  the  same  advantages;  and  yet  the  workmen 
in  the  former  may  receive  twice  as  much  as  in  the 
latter. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  an  advantage  for  a  manufac- 
tory to  obtain  workmen  at  a  moderate  price;  and 
excessively  high  wages  are  an  obstacle  to  the  foun- 
dation of  large  manufacturing  establishments.  This 
high  price  of  wages,  as  I  shall  presently  explain,  is 
one  reason  for  the  opinion  which  is  entertained,  that 
it  will  be  many  years  before  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  of  America  can  rival  those  of  Europe. 
But  we  must  not  conclude  from  this,  that  manufac- 
tures cannot  prosper,  unless  the  wages  of  the  work- 
men are  reduced  as  low  as  we  find  them  in  Europe. 
And,  moreover,  the  insufficiency  of  wages  occasions 
the  decline  of  a  manufactory,  as  its  prosperity  is  pro- 
moted by  a  high  rate  of  wages. 

High  wages  attract  the  most  skilful  and  most  in- 
dustrious workmen.  Thus  the  article  is  better  made ; 
it  sells  better ;  and,  in  this  way,  the  employer  makes 
a  greater  profit  than  he  could  do  by  diminishing  the 
pay  of  the  workmen.  A  good  workman  spoils  fewer 
tools,  wastes  less  material,  and  works  faster  than  one 
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of  inferior  skill;  and  thus  the  profits  of  the  manu- 
facturer are  increased  still  more. 

The  perfection  of  machinery  in  all  the  arts  is  ow- 
ing, in  a  great  degree,  to  the  workmen.  There  is  no 
important  noianufacture  in  which  they  have  not  in- 
vented some  useful  process,  which  saves  time  and 
materials,  or  improves  the  workmanship.  If  com- 
mon articles  of  manufacture,  the  only  ones  worthy  to 
interest  the  statesman,  if  woollen,  cotton,  and  even 
silk  stuffs,  articles  made  of  iron,  steel,  copper,  skins, 
leather,  and  various  other  things,  are  generally  of 
better  quality,  at  the  same  price,  in  England  than  in 
other  countries,  it  is  because  workmen  are  there 
better  paid. 

The  low  rate  of  wages,  then,  is  not  the  real  cause 
of  the  advantages  of  commerce  between  one  nation 
and  another;  but  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of 
political  communities. 

Let  us  now  inqtiire  what  is  the  situation  of  the 
United  States  in  this  respect.  The  condition  of  the 
day  laborer,  in  these  States,  is  infinitely  better  than 
in  the  wealthiest  countries  in  the  old  world,  and  par- 
ticularly England,  where,  however,  wages  are  higher 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Europe.  In  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  lowest  class  of  workmen  and  those 
employed  in  the  most  ordinary  kinds  of  labor  usually 
gain  **  three  shillings  and  sixpence  currency,  equal 
to  two  shillings  sterling,  a  day ;  ship-carpenters,  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence  currency,  with  a  pint  of  rum, 
equal  in  all  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling; 
house-carpenters  and  bricklayers,  eight  shillings  cur- 
rency, equal  to  four  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling; 
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journeymen  tailors,  five  shillings  currency,  equal  to 
about  two  shillings  and  ten  pence  sterling." 

These  prices,  much  higher  than  those  of  London, 
are  quite  as  high  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States 
as  in  New  York.  I  have  taken  them  from  Adam 
Smith's  Weattk  of  Nations.^ 

An  intelligent  observer,  who  travelled  through  a 
part  of  the  United  States  in  1780,  gives  us  a  still 
more  favorable  idea  of  the  price  that  is  paid  there 
for  work. 

"At  Parmington,"  says  he,  **I  saw  them  weaving 
a  kind  of  camblet,  and  also  a  blue  and  white  striped 
woollen  doth,  for  women's  clothing.  These  fabrics 
are  all  sold  at  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  ell,'  in 
the  currency  of  the  country,  equal  to  about  forty-five 
Sims  taumois.  The  sons  and  the  grandsons  of  the 
master  of  the  house  were  working  at  the  business. 
One  workman  can  easily  make  five  ells  of  this  doth  a 
day,  and,  as  the  original  material  costs  but  a  shilling, 
he  can  earn  ten  or  twelve  shillings  by  his  day's  labor." 

'  Book  L,  chap^  3.  This  was  written  in  the  year  1773.  The  money 
price  of  wages  has,  since  that  time,  risen  very  much  in  the  United 
States.  At  present  (1835)  in  Boston,  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  same 
trades  is  about  as  follows,  viz. :  common  labor,  per  diem,  sixty-eight 
and  }  cents,  equal  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  of  the  New  York 
currency  in  shillings  and  pence;  ship-carpenters,  $2,  equal  to  sixteen 
shillings  New  York;  housewrights,  $1.75,  equal  to  fourteen  shillings 
New  York;  bricklayers,  $2.25,  equal  to  twenty  shillings  New  York; 
tailors,  $1.50,  equal  to  twelve  shillings  New  York.  This  is  the  rate 
of  wages  for  journeymen  in  each  of  the  above  trades.  The  rate  in  the 
principal  towns  in  the  northern  and  middle  States  generally  does  not 
vary  materially  from  that  in  Boston.  The  laborer  is  supposed  to 
support  himself  at  the  above  rate  of  wages;  and  fortunately  the  pint 
ai  tvtxa  is  not  now  so  generally  a  part  of  his  requisite  supplies,  as  it 
was  at  the  time  when  Adam  Smith  wrote  his  work. — ^W.  Phxlups. 

*  About  thirty-three  inches. 
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But  this  fact  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  superfluous 
to  attempt  to  prove  it  by  further  examples. 

The  causes  of  the  high  price  of  labor  in  our  Ameri- 
can States  must  then  continue  to  operate  more  and 
more  powerfully,  since  agriculture  and  population 
advance  there  with  such  rapidity  that  labor  of  every 
description  is  increased  in  proportion. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  high  rate  of  wages  paid  them 
in  money  proves  that  they  are  even  better  than  one 
wotdd  suppose  them  at  first  view;  and  in  order  to 
estimate  them  correctly,  an  important  circumstance 
should  be  known.  In  every  part  of  North  America 
the  necessities  of  life  are  cheaper  than  in  England. 
Scarcity  is  tmknown  there.  In  the  least  productive 
seasons,  the  harvest  is  always  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  inhabitants,  and  they  are  only  obliged  to 
diminish  the  exportation  of  their  produce.  Now, 
the  price  of  labor  in  money  being  higher  there  than 
in  England,  and  provisions  cheaper,  the  actual  wages, 
that  is  the  amount  of  necessary  articles  which  the 
day  laborer  can  buy,  is  so  much  the  greater. 

It  remains  for  me  to  show  how  the  high  rate  of 
wages  in  America  will  increase  their  rate  in  Europe. 

Two  distinct  causes  will  unite  in  producing  this 
effect.  The  first  is  the  greater  quantity  of  labor 
that  Europe  will  have  to  perform  in  consequence  of 
the  existence  of  another  great  nation  in  the  conmier- 
cial  world,  and  of  its  continual  increase;  and  the 
second,  the  emigration  of  European  workmen,  or  the 
mere  possibility  of  their  emigrating,  in  order  to  go 
to  America,  where  labor  is  better  paid. 

It  is  certain  that  the  amount  of  labor  in  the  various 
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branches  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  navigation  must  be  augmented  in  Europe  by 
the  addition  of  several  millions  of  men  to  the  com- 
mercial world.  Now  the  amount  of  manual  labor 
being  increased,  labor  will  be  somewhat  better  paid, 
and  the  rate  of  daily  wages  received  by  the  workmen 
will  be  raised  by  this  concurrence  of  circumstances. 
For  example,  if  the  additional  supply  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pieces  of  cloth,  twenty  thousand  casks  of 
wine,  and  ten  thousand  casks  of  brandy,  is  to  be 
furnished  to  the  Americans,  not  only  will  the  persons 
necessarily  employed  in  the  production  or  manu- 
facture of  these  commodities  receive  higher  wages, 
but  the  price  of  all  other  kinds  of  labor  will  be 
augmented. 

The  rate  of  wages  in  Europe  will  be  raised  by  yet 
another  circumstance  with  which  it  is  important  to 
be  acquainted.  I  have  already  said  that  the  value 
of  wages  otight  not  to  be  estimated  solely  by  the 
amount  of  money,  nor  even  by  the  qtiantity  of  sub- 
sistence which  the  workman  receives  per  day,  but 
also  by  the  number  of  days  in  which  he  is  employed ; 
for  it  is  by  such  a  calculation  alone  that  we  can  find 
out  what  he  has  for  each  day.  Is  it  not  evident  that 
he  who  should  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  pence  a 
day,  and  should  fail  of  obtaining  work  half  the  year, 
would  really  have  but  twenty  pence  to  subsist  upon, 
and  that  he  would  be  less  advantageously  situated 
than  the  man  who,  receiving  but  thirty  pence,  could 
yet  be  supplied  with  work  every  day?  Thus  the 
Americans,  occasioning  in  Europe  an  increased  de- 
mand and  necessity  for  labor,  would  also  necessarily 
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cause  there  an  augmentation  of  wages,  even  sup- 
posing the  price  of  the  day's  work  to  remain  at  the 
same  rate. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  objected  to  what  I  have  said, 
that  this  new  nation  will  contain  within  itself  as  many 
laboring  people  as  it  can  employ,  and  that  thus,  add- 
ing nothing  to  the  qtiantity  of  work  to  be  performed 
in  Europe,  it  will  be  no  advantage  to  the  men  who 
perform  this  work.  But  I  reply  that  it  is  impossible 
but  that  the  United  States  of  America,  in  their 
present  condition,  and  much  more  when  their  popu- 
lation  and  wealth  shall  be  doubled,  nay  quadrupled, 
shotdd  employ  the  labor  of  Europeans  one  way  or 
another.  It  is  impossible,  because  in  this  respect 
the  Americans  are  not  differently  situated  from  other 
nations,  who  all  have  need  of  each  other.  The  fer- 
tility of  the  American  soil,  the  abtmdance  and  variety 
of  its  productions,  the  activity  and  industry  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  the  tmrestricted  commerce,  which 
will  sooner  or  later  be  established  in  Europe  in  con- 
sequence of  the  American  independence,  secure  the 
relations  of  America  with  other  countries,  because 
she  will  furnish  to  other  nations  such  of  her  pro- 
ductions as  they  may  reqtiire ;  and  as  each  country 
possesses  some  productions  peculiar  to  itself,  the 
demand  and  advantage  will  be  reciprocal. 

The  second  cause,  which  I  have  said  must  co- 
operate in  producing  an  augmentation  of  wages  in 
Europe,  is  emigration,  or  the  mere  possibility  of 
emigrating  to  America,  where  labor  is  better  paid. 
It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  when  this  difference  is 
generally  known,  it  will  draw  to  the  United  States 
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many  men,  who,  having  no  means  of  subsistence  but 
their  labor,  will  flock  to  the  place  where  this  labor  is 
best  recompensed.  Since  the  last  peace  the  Irish 
have  been  continually  emigrating  to  America.  The 
reason  of  this  is,  that  in  Ireland  wages  are  much  less 
than  in  England,  and  that  the  lower  classes  are 
consequently  great  sufferers.  Germany  has  also  fur- 
nished new  citizens  to  the  United  States;  and  all 
these  laborers  must,  by  leaving  Europe,  have  raised 
the  price  of  work  for  those  who  remain. 

This  salutary  effect  will  be  produced  even  without 
emigration,  and  will  result  from  the  mere  possibility 
of  emigrating,  at  least  in  those  states  of  Europe 
whose  inhabitants  are  not  compelled  to  leave  their 
own  country  by  excessive  taxation,  bad  laws,  and  the 
intolerance  of  government. 

In  order  to  raise  the  rate  of  wages  it  is  enough  that 
higher  wages  can  be  obtained  in  any  place  to  which 
the  workman  who  depends  upon  them  can  remove. 
It  has  been  wisely  remarked  in  the  discussions  which 
have  arisen  upon  the  corn-trade,  that  the  simple 
liberty  of  exporting  grain  would  keep  up  and  even 
raise  its  price  without  the  actual  exportation  of  a 
single  bushel.  The  case  is  the  same  with  wages.  As 
European  workmen  can  so  easily  remove  to  America 
to  procure  higher  wages,  they  will  oblige  those  who 
purchase  their  labor  to  pay  them  more  for  it. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  these  two  causes  of  the  rise 
of  wages,  actual  emigration  and  the  mere  possibility 
of  emigrating,  will  concur  to  produce  the  same  effect. 
Each  acting  at  first  in  an  inconsiderable  degree, 
there  will  be  some  emigration.    Then  wages  will  be 
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raised,  and  the  laborer,  finding  his  gains  increase^ 
will  no  longer  have  a  sufficiently  powerful  motive 
to  emigrate. 

But  the  rise  of  wages  will  not  be  equally  felt  by 
the  different  nations  of  Europe.  It  will  be  more  or 
less  considerable  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  less 
facilities  for  emigration  which  each  affords.  Eng- 
land, whose  manners,  language,  and  religion  are  the 
same  with  those  of  America,  must  naturally  enjoy 
this  advantage  in  a  higher  d^[ree  than  any  otiier 
European  state.  We  may  assert  that  she  already 
owes  much  to  America ;  for  her  relations  with  that 
country,  the  market  which  she  has  found  there  for 
her  merchandise,  and  which  has  raised  the  wages  of 
the  day  laborers  employed  in  her  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  are  among  the  principal  causes  of  her 
wealth,  and  of  the  political  influence  we  find  her 
exerting. 

But,  to  say  nothing  of  other  advantages  which 
may  ultimately  accrue  from  the  rise  of  wages,  this 
augmentation  has  already  produced  one  most  valu- 
able result  in  England.  It  has  ameliorated  the  con- 
dition of  that  class  of  men  who  live  by  the  labor  of 
their  hands  alone — ^that  is,  the  most  ntunerous  por- 
tion of  society.  This  class,  elsewhere  reduced  to  the 
most  scanty  subsistence,  are  much  better  off  in  Eng- 
land. They  there  obtain  by  their  labor  the  neces- 
saries of  life  in  greater  abundance  than  in  many  other 
parts  of  Europe;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
this  springs  from  the  influence  of  American  com- 
merce on  the  rate  of  wages. 

I  know  it  may  be  said  that,  notwithstanding  the 
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increase  of  labor  and  of  subsistence  in  Europe,  and 
notwithstanding  the  emigration  which  may  take 
place,  the  same  causes  which  we  have  mentioned, 
and  which  have  reduced  wages  so  low,  will  continue 
to  operate,  because  they  are  inherent  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  European  states,  whose  defects  will  not  be 
remedied  by  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  America. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  also,  that  the  number  of  pro- 
prietors and  capitalists,  a  number  very  small  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  men  who,  having  no  landed 
property  nor  capital,  are  compelled  to  live  upon 
wages,  will  remain  the  same,  because  the  causes 
which  acctunulate  landed  property  and  capital  in 
their  hands  will  not  change,  and  consequently  that 
they  will  reduce,  or  rather  keep  wages  very  low. 
Finally,  it  may  be  said  that  the  tyranny  of  the  feudal 
laws,  the  mode  of  taxation,  the  excessive  increase 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  laws  of  commerce, 
will  alwajTS  produce  the  same  effect  of  diminishing 
wages,  and  that,  should  Europe  derive  any  real 
advantage,  in  this  respect,  from  American  inde- 
pendence, it  would  not  be  permanent. 

To  these  stiggestions,  many  things  may  be  said  in 
reply.  I  will  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that,  if  the 
governments  of  Europe  endeavor  to  cotmteract  the 
salutary  effects  which  the  independence  of  America 
would  naturally  produce  in  respect  to  them,  it  is  not 
the  less  interesting  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  what 
these  effects  would  be.  Better  days  may  come  when, 
the  true  principles  of  the  happiness  of  nations  be- 
ing better  understood,  there  will  be  some  sovereign 
sufficiently  enlightened  and  just  to  put  them  in 
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operation.  The  causes,  which  tend  continually  to 
accumulate  and  concentrate  landed  property  and 
wealth  in  a  few  hands,  may  be  diminished.  The  re- 
mains of  the  feudal  system  may  be  abolished,  or,  at 
least,  rendered  less  oppressive.  The  mode  of  taxation 
may  be  changed,  and  its  excess  moderated.  And, 
lastly,  bad  commercial  regulations  may  be  amended. 
The  tendency  of  all  these  improvements  will  be  to 
enable  the  working  classes  to  profit  by  the  favorable 
change  which  the  American  Revolution  must  na- 
turally produce. 

But,  admitting  that  all  the  causes,  which  have  just 
been  mentioned,  should  concur  to  keep  the  wages, 
which  the  day  laborer  receives  for  his  work  in  Eu- 
rope, at  a  low  rate,  they  could,  however,  only  weaken 
the  influence  exerted  by  the  prosperity  of  America, 
and  not  wholly  destroy  it.  li  every  thing  else  re- 
mained in  the  same  state,  there  would  still  be  a 
greater  consumption,  and  consequently  more  labor 
to  be  performed.  Now,  this  consumption  and  labor 
continually  increasing  in  the  same  ratio  with  the  in- 
crease of  population  and  wealth  in  the  new  world, 
an  augmentation  of  wages  in  Europe  will  be  the 
necessary  result;  for  the  counteracting  causes  will 
not  operate  more  powerfully  than  they  now  do.' 

*  The  suggestion  in  this  essay,  that  the  capacity  of  a  nation  for  cheap 
production  is  not  dependent  solely  upon  the  lowness  of  wages,  is  very 
just,  indeed  quite  obvious,  and  yet  it  is  not  usually  so  satisfactorily 
presented  in  works  on  political  economy,  as  it  is  atx>ve.  Those  works 
are  apt  to  lead  the  reader  into  a  misapprehension  on  this  subject,  by 
assigning  to  the  money  rate  of  wages  too  predominant  an  influence  on 
the  money  price  of  products.  That  it  is  not  decisive  in  this  respect  is 
demonstrated  in  the  example  put  in  the  text,  namely,  that  of  England^ 
where  wages  are  higher  than  in  any  other  European  country;  and  yet 
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MDXXXIII 

OBSBRVATIONS  ON  WAR 

By  the  original  law  of  nations,  war  and  extir- 
pation were  the  punishment  of  injury.  Humanizing 
by  degrees,  it  admitted  slavery  instead  of  death;  a 
farther  step  was  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  instead  of 
slavery;  another,  to  respect  more  the  property  of 

England  Tnaintains  a  successful  competition  in  the  foreign  markets 
with  other  nations,  and  not  only  -with  those  where  labor  is  cheaper 
but  also  with  those  where  interest  is  lower,  for  instance,  Holland! 
these  are  disadvantages  under  which  England,  and  still  more  the 
United  States,  labor  in  competition  with  the  Dutch  in  her  foreign 
markets,  and  also  the  home  markets,  provided  all  goods,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  are  admitted  into  the  home  market  upon  the  same 
looting  without  discrimination. 

How  are  these  disadvantages  to  be  compensated?  It  may  be  by 
some  or  an  of  the  following  advantages,  viz.:  i.  By  low  rents  and 
cheap  materials,  a.  By  plenty  and  cheapness  of  fueL  3.  By  faciHtj 
d  inland  transportation.  4.  By  a  good  geographical  position  for 
marine  transportation.  5.  By  a  good  mercantile  marine.  6  By 
oommercial  advantages  secured  by  treaties  and  conventions  with  for- 
eign nations.  7.  By  superior  intelligence  and  skill  of  operatives.  8. 
By  improvements  m  machinery  and  more  perfect  implements.  9.  By 
more  intense  industry,  rendering  a  day's  labor  more  effective,  inde- 
pendently of  any  superiority  of  skill  or  implements,  xo.  By  superior 
sagacity,  activity,  and  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  undertakers  and 
conductors  of  the  national  industry.  11.  By  the  greater  enterprise, 
skill,  and  activity  of  the  merchants.  In  comparing  the  condition  of 
different  nations  as  competitors  in  commerce,  these  causes  ought  all 
to  be  kept  in  view,  no  less  than  the  money  rate  of  wages  and  the  rate 
of  interest;  and  so  presented,  that  a  just  weight  may  be  assigned  to 
each. 

In  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  growth  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  rate  of  wages  in  Europe,  Franklin's  argument  supposes  that  the 
increase  of  emplo3rment  for  European  laborers  will  be  greater  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  laborers  themselves,  than  if  the  country 
were  stationary.  The  proposition  is  probably  true,  but  not  so  ob- 
viously so,  that  it  can  be  taken  for  granted.  The  essay  would  have  been 
clearer  and  more  satisfactory,  had  this  question  been  treated. — ^W. 
Phillips. 
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private  persons  under  conquest,  and  be  content  with 
acquired  dominion.  Why  shotdd  not  this  law  of 
nations  go  on  improving?  Ages  have  intervened 
between  its  several  steps;  but  as  knowledge  of  late 
increases  rapidly,  why  should  not  those  steps  be 
quickened?  Why  should  it  not  be  agreed  to,  as  the 
future  law  of  nations,  that  in  any  war  hereafter,  the 
following  description  of  men  should  be  undisturbed, 
have  the  protection  of  both  sides,  and  be  permitted 
to  follow  their  employments  in  security  ?  viz. : 

I.  Ctdtivators  of  the  earth,  because  they  labor  for 
the  subsistence  of  mankind. 

3.  Fishermen,  for  the  same  reason. 

3.  Merchants  and  traders  in  unarmed  ships,  who 
accommodate  different  nations  by  communicating 
and  exchanging  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of 
life. 

4.  Artists  and  mechanics,  inhabiting  and  working 
in  open  towns. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  hospitals  of 
enemies  should  be  unmolested; — they  ought  to  be 
assisted.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general, 
that  the  occasions  of  war,  and  the  inducements  to  it, 
should  be  diminished.  If  rapine  be  abolished,  one  of 
the  encouragements  to  war  is  taken  away;  and  peace 
therefore  more  likely  to  continue  and  be  lasting. 

The  practice  of  robbing  merchants  on  the  high 
seas — ^a  remnant  of  the  ancient  piracy, — ^though  it 
may  be  accidentally  beneficial  to  particular  persons, 
is  far  from  being  profitable  to  all  engaged  in  it,  or  to 
the  nation  that  authorizes  it.  In  the  beginning  of  a 
war,  some  rich  ships  are  surprised  and  taken.    This 


1788]  Benjamin  Franklin  57 

encourages  the  first  adventurers  to  fit  out  more 
armed  vessels,  and  many  others  to  do  the  same. 
But  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  become  more  care- 
ful, arm  their  merchant-ships  better,  and  render 
them  not  so  easy  to  be  taken;  they  go  also  more 
tmder  the  protection  of  convoys.  Thus,  while  the 
privateers  to  take  them  are  multiplied,  the  vessels 
subject  to  be  taken,  and  the  chances  of  profit,  are 
diminished;  so  that  many  cruises  are  made,  wherein 
the  expenses  overgo  the  gains;  and,  as  is  the  case  in 
other  lotteries,  though  particulars  have  got  prizes, 
the  mass  of  adventurers  are  losers,  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  fitting  out  all  the  privateers  during  a  war 
being  much  greater  than  the  whole  amount  of  goods 
taken* 

Then  there  is  the  national  loss  of  all  the  labor  of 
so  many  men  during  the  time  they  have  been  em- 
ployed in  robbing,  who,  besides,  spend  what  they  get 
in  riot,  drunkenness,  and  debauchery,  lose  their 
habits  of  industry,  are  rarely  fit  for  any  sober  busi- 
ness after  a  peace,  and  serve  only  to  increase  the 
number  of  highwaymen  and  house-breakers.  Even 
the  undertakers,  who  have  been  fortunate,  are  by 
sudden  wealth  led  into  expensive  living,  the  habit 
of  which  continues,  when  the  means  of  supporting 
it  cease,  and  finally  ruins  them ;  a  just  punishment 
for  their  having  wantonly  and  unfeelingly  ruined 
many  honest,  innocent  traders  and  their  families, 
whose  substance  was  employed  in  serving  the  com- 
mon interest  of  mankind. 
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MDXXXIV 

THB    CLAIMS    OF    THE    AMERICAN    LOYALISTS;     AN 

APOLOGUE 

Lion,  king  of  a  certain  forest,  had  among  his 
subjects  a  body  of  faithful  dogs,  in  principle  and 
affection  strongly  attached  to  his  person  and  gov- 
eminent,  and  through  whose  assistance  he  had  ex- 
tended his  dominions,  and  had  become  the  terror  of 
his  enemies. 

Lion,  however,  influenced  by  evil  councellors,  took 
an  aversion  to  the  dogs,  condemned  them  unheard, 
and  ordered  his  tigers,  leopards,  and  panthers  to 
attack  and  destroy  them. 

The  dogs  petitioned  humbly,  but  their  petitions 
were  rejected  hatightily;  and  they  were  forced  to 
defend  themselves,  which  they  did  with  bravery. 

A  few  among  them,  of  a  mongrel  race,  derived 
from  a  mixture  with  wolves  and  foxes,  corrupted  by 
royal  promises  of  great  rewards,  deserted  the  honest 
dogs  and  joined  their  enemies. 

The  dogs  were  finally  victorious;  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  made,  in  which  Lion  acknowledged  them  to 
be  free,  and  disclaimed  all  future  authority  over 
them. 

The  mongrels,  not  being  permitted  to  return 
among  them,  claimed  of  the  royalists  the  reward  that 
had  been  promised. 

A  council  of  the  beasts  was  held  to  consider  their 
demand. 

The  wolves  and  the  foxes  agreed  unanimously  that 
the  demand  was  just,  that  royal  promises  ought  to  be 
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kept,  and  that  every  loyal  subject  should  contribute 
freely  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  fulfil  them. 

The  horse  alone,  with  a  boldness  and  freedom  that 
became  the  nobleness  of  his  nature,  delivered  a  con- 
trary opinion. 

"The  king,"  said  he,  **has  been  CMsled  by  bad 
ministers,  to  war  unjustly  upon  his  faithftd  subjects. 
Royal  promises,  when  made  to  encourage  us  to  act 
for  the  public  good,  should  indeed  be  honorably 
acquitted ;  but  if  to  encourage  us  to  betray  and  de- 
stroy each  other  they  are  wicked  and  void  from  the 
beginning.  The  advisers  of  such  promises,  and  those 
who  murdered  in  consequence  of  them  instead  of 
being  recompensed,  should  be  severely  punished. 
Consider  how  greatly  our  common  strength  is  already 
diminished  by  the  loss  of  the  dogs.  If  you  enable 
the  king  to  reward  these  fratricides,  you  will  establish 
a  precedent  that  may  justify  a  future  tyrant  in  mak- 
ing like  promises ;  and  every  example  of  such  an  un- 
natural brute  rewarded  will  give  them  additional 
weight.  Horses  and  bulls,  as  well  as  dogs,  may  thus 
be  divided  against  their  own  kind,  and  civil  wars  pro- 
duced at  pleasure,  till  we  are  so  weakened  that  neither 
liberty  nor  safety  is  any  longer  to  be  found  in  the 
forest,  and  nothing  remains  but  abject  submission 
to  the  will  of  a  despot,  who  may  devour  us  as  he 
pleases." 

The  cotmcil  had  sense  enough  to  resolve, — ^That 
the  demand  be  rejected. 
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MDXXXV 

ANALYSIS    OP   THE   AMERICAN    LOYALISTS 

.  .  .  Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  persons  called 
Loyalists,  and  specified  by  name  in  the  Morning 
Post,  classed  in  the  following  manner : 
Persons  residing  in  Great  Britain  .        •    3^ 

Deceased  persons 34 

Apostates,  that  is  to  say,  persons  who  had  con- 
formed to  the  American  Government,  and 
voluntarily  taken  the  necessary  oaths, 
among  whom  also  are  divers  who  had  been 
demagogues  and  leaders  of  the  people,  and 
who  had  reformed  in  hopes  of  saving  their 
estates  after  the  capture  of  Charlestown  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  who  are  now  desir- 
ous of  being  reformed  for  the  same  benefit,  139 
Persons  of  doubtful  principle,  viz.,  who,  from 
the  beginning,  were  endeavoring  to  play  a 
safe  game,  and  take  the  strongest  side,  as 

occasion  might  offer 12 

Persons  whose  names  are  unknown,  and  others 
who  are  known  to  be  of  no  weight  or  im- 
portance, the  greatest  part  of  whom  would 
probably  come  under  the  title  of  Apostates,     7 1 

288 
American  True  Loyalists  000 

288 
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MDXXXVI 

CATALOGUE   UST  OP   BRITISH  CRUB];.TIBS  ' 


1.  The  burning  of  Charlestown,   (date  ),  a 

fine  town  by  the  waterside,  being  a  port,  but  without 
any  defence.  A  spire,  rising  among  the  houses,  be- 
longing to  the  House  of  Worship.  A  belf  rey  belong- 
ing to  the  Town  House  all  in  flames,  the  inhabitants 
had  all  left  it. 

2.  The  burning  of  Falmouth — date,  November, 
177s — ^  ^^  town  and  port,  but  without  defence. 
Ships  firing  hot  shot,  and  throwing  bombs  and  car- 
cases into  the  town;  BngUsh  colors.  The  houses 
partly  in  flames,  sailors  with  torches  setting  fire  to 
others. 

The  inhabitants  fl3ring  out  of  it,  carrying  off  the 
sick  and  aged.  Women  with  children  in  their  arms, 
some  killed  as  they  go  off,  and  l3mig  on  the  ground. 

3.  The  burning  of  Norfolk,  fine  town  and  port, 
'  several  churches.  Town  House.     Inhabitants  fl3ring 

as  above,  and  ships  firing. 

4.  The  burning  of  Bedford, 

5.  The  burning  of  Esopus, 

6.  The  cannonading  of  Bristol, 

7.  of  Stoningtown, 

People  flying,  etc. 

8.  The  putting  prisoners  to  death  in  cold  blood 
after  having  surrendered  their  arms,  and  demanded 
quarter.    Baylor's  troop. 

<  Marked  "  Ideas  for  the  prints." 


All 

defenceless 
places. 
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9.  Prisoners  dying  in  their  gaols  with  hunger,  cold, 
and  want  of  fresh  air. 

10.  Dunmore's  hiring  the  n^;roes  to  murder  their 
master's  family. 

A  large  house. 

Blacks  armed  with  guns  and  hangers.  Master  and 
his  sons  on  the  ground  dead,  wife  and  daughters 
lifted  up  in  the  arms  of  the  negroes  as  they  are  carry- 
ing off. 

1 1 .  Savages  killing  and  scalping  the  frontier  farm- 
ers and  their  families,  women  and  children.  Eng- 
lish officers  mixed  with  the  savages,  and  giving 
them  orders  and  encouraging  them. 

12.  Governor  Tomyn  sitting  in  state,  a  table  be- 
fore him,  his  soldiers  and  savages  bringing  him 
scalps  of  the  Georgia  people,  and  presenting  them. 
Money  on  the  table  with  which  he  pays  for  them. 

13.  The  conmianding  officer  at  Niagara,  receiving 
in  like  manner  the  scalps  of  the  Wyoming  families. 

14.  The  King  of  England,  giving  audience  to  his 
Secretary  at  War,  who  presents  him  a  schedtde 
entitled  Acct.  of  Scalps.  Which  he  receives  very 
graciotisly. 

15.  American  prisoners,  put  on  board  men-of-war, 
and  whipped  to  make  them  fight  against  their 
countrymen  and  relations. 

16.  Americans  put  on  board  ships  in  irons  to  be 
carried  to  the  East  Indies,  and  Senegal,  where  they 
die  with  misery  and  the  unwholesomeness  of  the 
climate. 

17.  Burning  the  wotmded  with  straw  at  the 
Crooked  Billet,  small  place  in  Pennsylvania. 
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18.  ^prisoners  killed  and  roasted  for  a  great 

Festival  where  the  Canadi  [mutilated  in  MS.]  In- 
dians are  eating  American  flesh,  Colonel  Butler  an 
English  ofl&cer  sitting  at  table. 

19.  British  officers  who,  being  prisoners  on  parole, 
are  well  received  in  the  best  American  families,  and 
take  that  opportimity  of  corrupting  negroes  and  en- 
gaging them  to  desert  from  the  house,  to  rob,  and 
even  murder  their  masters. 

20.  American  officers  who,  as  they  arrive  in  the 
British  camp,  are  insulted  by  an  enraged  soldiery — 
their  money,  their  cockades,  their  sword,  and  all 
their  clothes  taken  away  from  them. 

21.  A  duty  prison-ship  where  American  officers 
are  confined  without  being  at  liberty  to  take  the  air, 
and  so  crowded  that  they  can  live  but  a  few  days. 
British  officers  come  to  laugh  at  them  and  insult 
their  n:iiseries of 

22.  British  officers  plundering  with  their  own 
hands  from  houses,  abusing  the  old  people  of  the 
house,  insulting  the  young  landlady,  and  frightening 
the  children. 

23.  An  honorable  captain  coming  last  spring  in 
the  house  of  a  gentleman  called  Mr.  West  at  White 
Marsh,  rushing  in  the  room  where  Miss  West  and 
another  yotmg  lady  were  sleeping,  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  captain  and  soldiers  jimip  to  the 
beds  of  the  two  ladies  and  with  fixed  bayonets  upon 
their  breasts,  make  several  enquiries  and  laugh  at 
their  dreadful  situation  in  the  most  abusive  manner. 

24.  An  other  right  honorable  captain  going  out 
on  a  detachment  and  killing  defenceless  people. 


64  The  Works  of  [1789 

25.  General  Gage's  perfidy  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston. 

26.  Counterfeiting  the  paper  money. 


MDXXXVII 

THE   PROSPECT  FOR  EMIGRANTS  TO  AMERICA 

Your  queries  concerning  the  value  of  land  in  dif- 
ferent circumstances  and  situations,  modes  of  settle* 
ment,  etc.,  etc.,  are  quite  out  of  my  power  to  answer; 
having  while  I  lived  in  America  been  always  an 
inhabitant  of  capital  cities,  and  not  in  the  way  of 
learning  any  thing  correctly  of  country  afiEairs.  There 
is  a  book  lately  published  in  London  written  by  Mr. 
Hector  St.  John,  its  title.  Letters  from  an  American 
Farmer,  which  contains  a  good  deal  of  information 
on  those  subjects;  and  as  I  know  the  author  to  be 
an  observing,  intelligent  man,  I  suppose  the  informa- 
tion to  be  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  I  recommend 
the  book  to  your  perusal. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  great  tracts  may  be  pur- 
chased on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  the  Caro- 
lines, at  moderate  rates.  In  Virginia  it  used  to  be 
at  £s  sterling  the  100  acres.  I  know  not  the  present 
price,  but  do  not  see  why  it  should  be  higher. 

Emigrants  arriving  pay  no  fine  or  premitmi  for 
being  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens. 
Those  are  acquired  by  two  years'  residence. 

No  rewards  are  given  to  encourage  new  settlers  to 
come  among  tis,  whatever  degree  of  property  they 
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may  bring  with  them,  nor  any  exemptions  from  com- 
mon duties.  Our  cotmtry  offers  to  strangers  nothing 
but  a  good  climate,  fertile  soil,  wholesome  air,  free 
governments,  wise  laws,  liberty,  a  good  people  to 
live  among,  and  a  hearty  welcome.  Those  Euro- 
peans who  have  these  or  greater  advantages  at  home, 
would  do  well  to  stay  where  they  are. 


MDXXXVIII 


TO  ALEXANDER   SBIALL 


Priladblphia,  19  Pebmary,  1789. 

Dear  Friend: — I  have  just  received  your  kind 
letter  of  November  29th,  and  am  much  obliged  by 
your  friendly  attention  in  sending  me  the  receipt, 
which,  on  occasion,  I  may  make  trial  of;  but,  the 
stone  I  have  being  a  large  one,  as  I  find  by  the 
weight  it  falls  with  when  I  turn  in  bed,  I  have  no 
hope  of  its  being  dissoluble  by  any  medicine;  and 
having  been  for  some  time  past  pretty  free  from  pain, 
I  am  afraid  of  tampering.  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
escape  you  had  by  avoiding  the  one  you  mention 
that  was  as  big  as  a  kidney  bean;  had  it  been  re- 
tained it  might  soon  have  become  too  large  to  pass 
and  proved  the  cause  of  much  pain  at  times,  as  mine 
had  been  to  me. 

Having  served  my  time  of  three  years  as  President, 
I  have  now  renounced  all  public  btisiness,  and  enjoy 
the  atium  cum  dignitate.  My  friends  indulge  me 
with  their  frequent  visits,  which  I  have  now  leisure 
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to  receive  and  enjoy.  The  Philosophical  Society, 
and  the  Society  for  Political  Inqtdries,  meet  at  my 
hotise,  which  I  have  enlarged  by  additional  building, 
that  affords  me  a  large  room  for  those  meetings, 
another  over  it  for  my  library,  now  very  consider- 
able, and  over  all  some  lodging  rooms.  I  have  seven 
promising  grandchildren  by  my  daughter,  who  play 
with  and  amuse  me,  and  she  is  a  kind,  attentive 
nurse  to  me  when  I  am  at  any  time  indisposed;  so 
that  I  pass  my  time  as  agreeably  as  at  my  age  a  man 
may  well  expect,  and  have  little  to  wish  for,  except  a 
more  easy  exit  than  my  malady  seems  to  threaten. 

The  deafness  you  complain  of  gives  me  concern, 
as,  if  great,  it  must  diminish  considerably  your  pleas- 
ure in  conversation.  If  moderate,  you  may  remedy 
it  easily  and  readily  by  putting  your  thumb  and 
fingers  behind  your  ear,  pressing  it  outwards  and 
enlarging  it,  as  it  were,  with  the  hollow  of  your 
hand.  By  an  exact  experiment,  I  found  that  I 
could  hear  the  tick  of  a  watch  at  forty-five  feet  dis- 
tance by  this  means,  which  was  barely  audible  at 
twenty  feet  without  it.  The  experiment  was  made 
at  midnight  when  the  house  was  still. 

I  am  glad  you  have  sent  those  directions  respect- 
ing ventilation  to  the  Edinburgh  Society.  I  hope 
you  have  added  an  account  of  the  experience  you 
had  of  it  at  Minorca.  If  they  do  not  print  your 
paper,  send  it  to  me,  and  it  shall  be  in  the  third  vol- 
ume, which  we  are  about  to  publish  of  our  trans- 
actions. 

Mrs.  Hewson  joins  with  us  in  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness.    Her  eldest  son  has  gone 
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fhrcmgh  his  studies  at  our  coll^e»  and  taken  his  de- 
gree. The  youngest  is  still  there,  and  will  be  gradu- 
ated this  summer.  My  grandson  presents  his 
respects;  and  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^You  never  mention  the  receipt  of  any  let- 
ters from  me.  I  wish  to  know  if  they  come  to  hand, 
particularly  my  last,  enclosing  the  Apologue.^  You 
mention  some  of  my  old  friends  being  dead,  but  not 
their  names. 


MDXXXIX 

TO  MRS.   CATHERINE  GREENE 

Philadblphia,  2  March,  1789* 

Dear  Friend: — ^Having  now  done  with  public 
affairs,  which  have  hitherto  taken  up  so  much  of  my 
time,  I  shall  endeavor  to  enjoy,  during  the  small  re- 
mainder of  life  that  is  left  to  me,  some  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  conversing  with  my  old  friends  by  writing, 
since  their  distance  prevents  my  hope  of  seeing  them 
again. 

I  received  one  of  the  bags  of  sweet  com  you  were 
so  good  as  to  send  me  a  long  time  since,  but  the 
other  never  came  to  hand.  Even  the  letter  men- 
tioning it,  though  dated  December  10,  1787,  has 
been  above  a  year  on  its  way ;  for  I  received  it  but 
about  two  weeks  since  from  Baltimore,  in  Maryland. 

<  Relating  to  the  claims  of  the  so-called  American  Loyalists.    See 
Supra,  p.  58. 
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The  com  I  did  receive  was  excellent,  and  gave  me 
great  pleastire.    Accept  my  hearty  thanks. 

I  am,  as  you  suppose  in  the  above-mentioned  old 
letter,  much  pleased  to  hear  that  my  young  friend 
Ray  is  ''smart  in  the  farming  way,"  and  makes  such 
substantial  fences.  I  think  agriculture  the  most 
honorable  of  all  employments,  being  the  most  inde- 
pendent. The  farmer  has  no  need  of  popular  favor, 
nor  the  favor  of  the  great ;  the  success  of  his  crops 
depending  only  on  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  hon- 
est industry.  I  congratulate  your  good  spouse,  that 
he,  as  well  as  myself,  is  now  free  from  public  cares, 
and  that  he  can  bend  his  whole  attention  to  his  farm- 
ing, which  will  aflEord  him  both  profit  and  pleasure; 
a  btisiness  which  nobody  knows  better  how  to  man- 
age with  advantage. 

I  am  too  old  to  follow  printing  again  myself,  but, 
loving  the  business,  I  have  brought  up  my  grandson 
Benjamin  to  it,  and  have  built  and  furnished  a  print- 
ing-hotise  for  him,  which  he  now  manages  under  my 
eye.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  the  rest  of  my  grand- 
children, who  are  now  in  number  eight,  and  all 
promising,  the  youngest  only  six  months  old,  but 
shows  signs  of  great  good  nature.  My  friends  here 
are  numerous,  and  I  enjoy  as  much  of  their  conver- 
sation as  I  can  reasonably  wish;  and  I  have  as  much 
health  and  cheerfulness  as  can  well  be  expected  at 
my  age,  now  eighty-three.  Hitherto  this  long  life  has 
b^n  tolerably  happy;  so  that,  if  I  were  allowed  to 
live  it  over  again,  I  should  make  no  objection,  only 
wishing  for  leave  to  do  what  authors  do  in  a  second 
edition  of  their  works,  correct  some  of  my  errata. 


ty89]  Benjamin  Franklin  69 


Among  fhe  felicities  of  my  life  I  reckon  your  friend^ 
ship,  which  I  shall  remember  with  pleasure  as  long 
as  that  life  lasts,  being  ever,  my  deaf  friend,  yours 


most  affectionately^ 


B.  Franklin. 


MDXL 


FROM  B.   VAUGHAN 


LoNDoir,  4  Ifaidi,  1789^  •  t 

My  Dbasbst  Sir: — I  am  most  peculiarly  gratified 
by  fhe  contents  of  your  last  favor  to  me.  I  am 
convinced  that  your  Lije  must  be  the  most  useful 
work  the  world  ever  saw.  As  such,  I  hope  3^0x1!  wfll 
live  to  write  it  and  I  to  read  it.  If  any  letter  of 
mine  had  a  share  in  inducing  you  to  go  throt^h  iti 
I  hope  it  will  be  excepted  from  the  request  I  have 
made  you,  to  bum  my  idle  correspondence.  In  that 
letter  I  shall  have  a  real  pride,  be  it  written  in  what* 
ever  style  it  may.  I  hope  that  you  will  incorporate 
your  Art  of  Virtue  in  yotu:  Life,  that  the  world  may 
read  both  works  together.  I  have  presumed  to  com- 
municate to  your  friends  your  design  as  expressed 
in  your  letter,  and  those  who  know  you  as  I  do,  are 
just  as  anxious  as  I  am  to  see  the  account  you  are 
to  give  of  yourself. 

Among  this  number  stands  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph's  family,  who,  good  man,  is  no  more.  He 
dined  with  me  last  winter,  and  in  every  thing  an- 
nounced a  decline  of  mental  and  bodily  faculties, 
though  when  I  dined  with  and  visited  him  after- 
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wards,  he  a  little  rallied.  But  matters  had  gone 
too  far  for  his  friends  ever  to  hope  a  return  of  his 
tisual  state.  They  say  he  died  worth  money  up- 
wards of  j£4o,ooo,  which  goes  chiefly  to  the  disposal 
of  Mrs.  Shipley.  The  Dean  inclined  to  contest  a 
codicil,  which  he  wrote  but  did  not  sign;  but  Dr. 
Price  tells  me,  this  will  all  be  terminated  by  an 
amiable  suit  in  chancery. 

You  ordered  only  ten  of  the  Senator's  Remem" 
brancerSy  and  I  sent  twelve.  My  bill  will  be  con- 
fined to  this,  and  you  will  thank  [sic]  me  by  lodging 
the  money  with  my  brother  John,  whose  receipt 
will  be  your  discharge.  I  have  the  plates  in  my 
possession;  having  had  them  left  in  pawn  for  other 
small  sums  advanced  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  who  is  a  very 
troublesome  and  abusive,  and  I  fear,  not  very  credit- 
able woman. 

We  can  have  but  one  opinion  about  war  or  heresy. 
I  think  the  King  of  Prussia's  works  highly  important 
to  the  world  with  respect  to  the  first  of  these  sub- 
jects; I  mean  his  posthumous  works,  especially  the 
first  and  fifth  volumes. 

The  iCing  of  Sweden,  unless  he  can  bring  the 
states  now  convened  into  good  humor,  can  only  stir 
in  proportion  as  he  is  subsidized;  and  subsidies  are 
not  so  common  as  they  were  when  European  states 
were  richer.  Thus  there  are  some  evils  which  check 
themselves.  The  Turks  fell  off  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign  from  the  tisual  retreat  of  many  of  their 
troops  at  that  period. 

I  shaU  soon  return  my  thank[s  to  the]  Rumsean 
Society  for  their  civilty  to  me.    Mr.  Rumsey  is  an 
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ingenious  man,  with  his  thot^hts  bent  to  one  object, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  of  his  accomplishing  several 
considerable  schemes  if  he  has  health  and  support. 

Being  consulted  about  an  encyclopedia,  I  recom- 
mended the  only  complete  one  much  r^arded  here. 
It  may  be  too  expensive  for  your  friend,  who  I  since 
find  is  Mrs.  Hewson ;  but  I  should  presume  may  be 
disposed  of,  if  not  approved,  without  loss. 

Your  acquaintance  here  go  on  pretty  much  as  usual. 

As  to  home  politics,  the  king  before  his  illness 
became  popular,  from  dislike  to  his  sons;  M.  Pitt, 
from  dislike  to  his  opponents,  has  r^ained  popu- 
larity; and  Mr.  Fox  has  a  sort  of  r^ard  paid  to  him 
from  dislike  to  Mr.  Sheridan.  This  is  not  a  promis- 
ing state  of  things  to  us.  Administration  being 
now  upon  their  gtiard,  will  take  care  never  to  let 
the  R^ency  to  slip  out  of  their  hands  again.  These 
late  struggles  have  unhappily  shown,  however,  how 
little  any  of  these  people  are  capable  of  grand  polit- 
ical ideas  or  plans.  They  tmderstand  faction,  and 
even  that  often  but  ill,  but  seem  to  know  nothing  of 
the  new  systems  of  general  politics.  I  wish  your 
country  may  set  them  proper  examples.  Believe  me 
ever,  my  dear  sir,  yours  most  affectionately,  grate- 
fully, and  respectfully,  B.  Vaughan. 


MDXLI 


TO   MISS   CATHERINE   LOUISA   SHIPLEY 

Philadelphia,  37  April,  1789. 

It  is  only  a  few  days  since  the  kind  letter  of  my 
dear  young  friend,  dated  December  24th,  came  to 
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my  hands.  I  had  before,  in  the  public  papars,  met 
with  the  afflicting  news  that  letter  contained.  That 
excellent  man  has  then  left  us!  His  departure  is  a 
loss,  not  to  his  family  and  friends  only,  but  to  his  na- 
tion, and  to  the  world;  for  he  was  intent  on  doing 
good,  had  wisdom  to  devise  the  means,  and  talents 
to  promote  them.  His  Sermon  before  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel,  and  his  Speech  intended  to 
have  been  spoken,^  are  proems  of  his  ability,  as  well 
as  ids  humanity.  Had  his  counsels  in  those  pieces 
been  attended  to  by  the  ministers,  how  much  blood- 
shed might  have  been  prevented,  and  how  much 
expense  and  disgrace  to  the  nation  avoided! 

Your  reflections  on  the  constant  calmness  and  com- 
posure attending  his  death  are  very  sensible.  Such 
ii!istanoes  seem  to  show  that  the  good  sometimes  en- 
joy in  dying  a  foretaste  of  the  happy  state  they  are 
about  to  enter. 

'  According  to  the  course  of  years,  I  should  havte 
quitted  this  wwld  long  before  him.  I  shall,  how- 
ever^  not  be  long  in  following.  I  am  now  in  my 
e%hty-f  ourth  year,  and  the  last  year  has  considerably 
enfeebled  me ;  so  that  I  hardly  expect  to  remain 
another.  You  wifl  then,  my  dear  friend,  consider 
this  as  probably  the  last  line  to  be  received  from  me, 
and  as  a  taking  leave.  Present  my  best  and  most 
sincere  respects  to  your  good  mother,  and  love  to 
the  rest  of  the  family,  to  whom  I  wish  all  happiness ; 
and  believe  me  to  be,  while  I  do  live,  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 

<  This  perfonnanoe  was  published  in  1774,  and  entitled:  A  Speech 
mUnded  to  hao9  h€$n  spoken  on  the  Bill  for  altering  the  Charters  of  ike 
Colonij^^  Mmsackusem  Bay. 
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MDXLII 

TO  CHARLES   CARROLL' 

Philadb^phia,  25  May,  1789. 

Dear  Friend: — ^I  wn  glad  to  se^,  by  the  papers, 
^hat  our  grand  machine  has  at  length  b^gun  to  work. 
I  pray  God  to  bless  and  guide  its  operations.  If  any 
form  of  government  is  capable  of  making  a  nation 
happy,  ours  I  think  bids  fair  now  for  producing  th^t 
^ect,  But,  after  all,  much  depends  upon  the  people 
who  are  to  be  governed.  We  have  been  guarding 
agfun^  an  evil  that  old  states  are  most  liable  to, 
excess  of  power  in  the  rulers;  but  our  present  danger 
seen^s  to  be  defect  of  obedience  in  the  subjects.  There 
is  hope,  however,  fronx  the  enlightened  state  of  this 
age  and  country,  we  may  guard  effectually  against 
that  evil  as  well  as  the  rest. 

ACy  gr^dson,  William  Temp]e  Prankliu,  will  have 
the  honor  of  presenting  this  line.  He  accompanied 
me  to  France,  and  remained  with  me  during  my  mis- 
sion. I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice, 
and  that  you  would  believe  me,  my  dear  friend, 

yottrs  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXLIII 

TO   RICHARD   PRICE 

Philadelphia,  31  May,  1789. 

My  very  dear  Friend: — I  received  your  kind 
ktter,    enclosing   one   from    Miss    Kitty   Shipley, 

>  Mr.  Carroll  was  at  this  time  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  Maryland. 
The  first  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution  had  recently  convened 
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informing  me  of  the  good  Bishop's  decease,  which 
afflicted  me  greatly.  My  friends  drop  ofiE  one  after 
another,  when  my  age  and  infirmities  prevent  my 
making  new  ones ;  and,  if  I  still  retained  the  neces- 
sary activity  and  ability,  I  hardly  see  among  the  ex- 
isting generation  where  I  cotild  make  them  of  equal 
goodness.  So  that  the  longer  I  live  I  must  expect 
to  be  the  more  wretched.  As  we  draw  nearer  the 
conclusion  of  life  nature  furnishes  tis  with  more 
helps  to  wean  us  from  it,  among  which  one  of  the 
most  powerftil  is  the  loss  of  such  dear  friends. 

I  send  you  with  this  the  two  volumes  of  our 
Transactions,  as  I  forget  whether  you  had  the  first 
before.  If  you  had,  you  will  please  to  give  this  to 
the  French  Ambassador,  requesting  his  conveyance 
of  it  to  the  good  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucatild. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  being  ever,  with  sin- 
cere and  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 

affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXLIV 

OBSERVATIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  INTENTIONS  OP  THE 
ORIGINAL  POUNDERS  OF  THE  ACADEB4Y  IN  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, JUNE,    1789 

As  the  English  school  in  the  Academy  has  been, 
and  still  continues  to  be,  a  subject  of  dispute  and 

in  New  York.  In  March,  1776,  Dr.  Pranldin  and  Mr.  Carroll  had  been 
joint  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress  with  in- 
structions to  form  a  union  between  the  Canadas  and  the  United 
Colonies. 
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discussion  among  the  trustees  since  the  restitution  of 
the  charter,  and  it  has  been  proposed  that  we  should 
have  some  regard  to  the  original  intention  of  the 
founders  in  establishing  that  school,  I  beg  leave,  for 
your  information,  to  lay  before  you  what  I  know  of 
that  matter  originally,  and  what  I  find  on  the  min- 
utes relating  to  it,  by  which  it  will  appear  how  far 
the  design  of  that  school  has  been  adhered  to  or 
n^lected. 

Having  acquired  some  little  reputation  among  my 
fellow-citizens,  by  projecting  the  public  library  in 
1732,  and  obtaining  the  subscriptions  by  whidb  it 
was  established,  and  by  proposing  and  promoting, 
with  success,  sundry  other  schemes  of  utility  in  1749, 
I  was  encouraged  to  hazard  another  project,  that  of 
a  public  education  for  our  youth.  As  in  the  scheme 
of  the  Ubrary  I  had  provided  only  for  English  books, 
so  in  this  new  scheme  my  ideas  went  no  further  than 
to  procure  the  means  of  a  good  English  education. 
A  number  of  my  friends,  to  whom  I  communicated 
the  proposal,  concurred  with  me  in  these  ideas ;  but 
Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Peters,  and  some  other 
persons  of  wealth  and  learning,  whose  subscriptions 
and  coimtenance  we  should  need,  being  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  include  the  learned  languages,  I 
submitted  my  judgment  to  theirs,  retaining,  how- 
ever, a  strong  prepossession  in  favor  of  my  first  plan, 
and  resolving  to  preserve  as  much  of  it  as  I  could, 
and  to  nourish  the  English  school  by  every  means 
in  my  power. 

Before  I  went  about  to  procure  subscriptions,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people 
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by  a  pamphlet,  which  I  wrote,  and  printed,  and  6sb^ 
tributed  with  my  newspapers  gratis.  The  title  was, 
Proposals  Relating  to  Ihe  Education  of  Youth  in 
Pennsylvania.  I  happen  to  have  preserved  one  of 
them;  and,  by  reading  a  few  passages,  it  will  appear 
how  much  the  English  learning  was  insisted  upon  in 
it;  and  I  had  good  reasons  to  know  that  this  was  ft 
prevailing  part  of  the  motives  for  subscribing  with 
most  of  the  original  benefactors.'    I  met  with  but 

'  That  the  i«ctor  be  a  man  of  good  tmdentanding,  good  morals,  dOi- 
grat  and  patient,  learned  in  the  languages  and  scienoes,  and  a  oomct^ 
pure  speaker  and  writer  of  the  BngHsh  tongue;  to  have  soch  tuton 
under  him  as  shall  be  necessary. 

The  English  language  might  be  taught  by  grammar;  in  which  some 
of  our  best  writers,  as  Tillotson,  Addison,  Pope,  Algernon'  Sidney, 
Cato's  Letters,  etc.,  should  be  classics;  the  sfylts  piinc^Mdly  to  be 
cultivated  being  the  cUar  and  the  concise,  Reading  should  also  be 
taught,  and  pronouncing  properly,  distinctly,  and  emphatically;  not 
with  an  even  tone,  whidh  und^-dots,  nor  a  theatrical,  which  otmHJUms 
xiature. 

Mr.  Locke,  speaking  of  grammar  (p.  353)  says  that  "To  those,  the 
greatest  part  of  whose  business  in  this  worid  is  to  be  done  with  tbat 
tongue,  and  with  their  pens,  it  is  convenient,  if  not  neoesssfy^  that 
they  should  speak  properiy  and  correctly,  whereby  they  may  let  their 
thoughts  into  other  men's  minds  the  more  easily,  and  with  the  greater 
impression.  Upon  this  account  it  is  that  any  sort  of  speaking,  so  as 
win  make  him  be  understood,  is  not  thought  enough  for  a  gentleman. 
He  ought  to  study  grammar,  among  the  other  helps  of  speaking  well; 
but  it  must  b€  the  grammar  of  his  own  tongue,  of  the  language  he  uses, 
that  he  may  understand  his  own  country  speech  nicely,  and  speak  it 
properly,  without  shocking  the  ears  of  those  it  is  addressed  to  with 
solecisms  and  offensive  irregularities.  And  to  this  purpose  grammar 
is  necessary;  but  it  is  the  grammar  only  of  ikeir  own  proper  tongues, 
and  to  those  who  would  take  pains  in  cultivating  their  language  and 
perfecting  their  styles.  Whether  all  gentlemen  should  not  do  this,  I 
leave  to  be  considered,  since  the  want  of  propriety  and  grammatical 
exactness  is  thought  very  cusbecoming  one  of  that  rank,  and  usually 
draws  on  one  guilty  of  such  faults  the  imputation  of  having  had  a 
lower  breeding  and  worse  company  than  suit  with  his  quality.  If 
this  be  so  (as  I  suppose  it  is),  it  wtQ  be  matter  of  wonder  why  young 
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few  refusals  in  soliciting  the  subscriptions;  and  the 
sum  was  the  more  considerable,  as  I  had  put  the 
contribution  on  this  footing,  that  it  was  not  to  be 

gentlemen  are  forced  to  learn  the  granmuure  of  foreign  and  dead 
languages,  and  are  never  once  told  of  the  grammar  of  their  own  tongues. 
Thtj  do  not  so  much  as  know  there  is  any  such  thing,  much  less  is  it 
made  thetr  business  to  be  instructed  in  it.  Nor  is  their  own  language 
ever  proposed  to  them  as  worthy  their  care  and  cultivating,  though 
tliey  have  daily  us€  of  it,  and  are  not  seldom  in  the  future  course  of 
their  lives  judged  of  by  their  handsome  or  awkward  way  of  expressing 
themselves  in  it.  Whereas  the  languages,  whose  grammars  they  have 
been  so  much  employed  in,  are  such  as  probably  they  shall  scarce  ever 
gpeak,  or  write;  or,  if  upon  occasion  this  should  happen,  they  should 
be  excused  for  the  mistakes  and  faults  they  make  in  it.  Would  not 
a  Chinese,  who  took  notice  of  this  way  of  breeding,  be  apt  to  imagine 
that  aU  our  young  gentlemen  were  designed  to  be  teachers  and  pro- 
foesofi  of  the  dead  languages  of  foreign  countries,  and  not  to  be  men 
of  bunnass  in  their  own? " 

file  same  author  adds  (p.  2$$):  "That  if  grammar  ought  to  be 
tauC^t  at  any  time,  it  must  be  to  one  that  can  speak  the  language 
already;  how  else  can  he  be  taught  the  grammar  of  it?  This  at  least 
is  evident  from  the  practice  of  the  wise  and  learned  nations  among 
the  ancients.  They  made  it  a  part  of  educoHon  to  cultivate  Hmr  own, 
not  foreign  tongues.  The  Greeks  cotmted  all  other  nations  barbarous, 
and  had  a  contempt  for  their  languages.  And  though  the  Greek 
learning  grew  in  credit  among  the  Romans  towards  the  end  of  their 
commonwealth,  yet  it  was  the  Roman  tongue  that  was  made  the  study 
of  their  youth.  Their  own  language  they  were  to  make  use  of,  and 
therefore  it  was  their  own  language  they  were  instructed  and  exercised 
in."  And  (p.  381):  "There  can  scarce  be  a  greater  defect,"  says  he, 
"in  a  gentleman  than  not  to  express  himself  well  either  in  writing  or 
apeaking.  But  yet  I  think  I  may  ask  the  reader  whether  he  doth  not 
know  a  great  many  who  live  upon  their  estates,  and  so,  with  the  name, 
should  have  the  qualities  of  gentlemen,  who  caxmot  so  much  as  tell  a 
story  as  they  should,  much  less  speak  clearly  and  persuasively  in  any 
business.  This  I  think  not  to  be  so  much  their  fault  as  the  fatUt  of 
their  education.**    Thus  far  Locke. 

Monsieur  RoUin  reckons  the  neglect  of  teaching  their  own  tongue  a 
great  fault  in  the  French  universities.  He  spends  great  part  of  his 
first  volume  of  BeUes-Lettres  on  that  subject,  and  la3ns  down  some 
excellent  rules  or  methods  of  teaching  French  to  Frenchmen  gram- 
matically, and  making  them  masters  therein,  which  are  very  applio- 
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itmnediate,  and  the  whole  paid  at  onoe,  but  in  parts, 
a  fifth  annually  during  five  years.  To  put  the 
machine  in  motion,  twenty-four  of  the  principal 

able  to  our  language,  but  too  long  to  be  inserted  here.  He  practised 
them  on  the  youth  under  his  care  with  great  success. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  (DuU,  p.  997)  says:  "To  perfect  them  in  the  know- 
ledge of  their  mother  tongue,  they  should  leam  it  in  the  granunatical 
way,  that  they  not  only  speak  it  purely,  but  be  able  both  to  oorred 
thdr  own  idiom  and  afterwards  enridh  the  language  on  the  same 
foundation." 

Dr.  Tumbull,  in  his  ObsennUums  on  a  Liberal  Education,  says  (p. 
a69):  "The  Greeks,  perhaps,  made  more  early  advances  in  the  mosl 
useful  sciences  than  any  youth  have  done  since,  chiefly  on  this  account, 
that  they  studied  no  other  language  but  their  own.  This,  no  doubt, 
saved  them  very  much  time;  but  they  applied  themselves  carefully  to 
the  study  of  their  own  language,  and  were  early  able  to  speak  and 
write  it  m  the  greatest  perfection.  The  Roman  youth,  though  they 
learned  the  Greek,  did  not  neglect  their  own  tongue,  but  studied  it 
more  carefully  than  we  now  do  the  Greek  and  Latin,  without  giving 
ourselves  any  trouble  about  our  own  tongue.** 

Monsieur  Simon,  in  an  elegant  discourse  of  his  among  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Academy  of  Belles-Lettres,  at  Paris,  speaking  of  the  stress  the 
Romans  laid  on  purity  of  language  and  graceful  pronunciation,  adds: 
"May  I  here  make  a  reflection  on  the  education  we  commonly  give 
our  children?  It  is  very  remote  from  the  precepts  I  have  mentioned. 
Hath  the  child  arrived  to  six  or  seven  years  of  age,  he  mixes  with  a 
herd  of  ill-bred  boys  at  school,  where,  under  the  pretext  of  teaching 
him  Latin,  no  regard  is  had  to  his  mother  tongue.  And  what  happens? 
What  we  see  every  day.  A  young  gentleman  of  eighteen,  who  has 
had  this  education,  cannot  read.  For  to  articulate  the  words,  and 
join  them  together,  I  do  not  call  reading,  unless  one  can  pronounce 
well,  observe  all  the  proper  stops,  vary  the  voice,  express  the  senti- 
ment, and  read  with  a  delicate  intelligence.  Nor  can  he  speak  a  jot 
better.  A  proof  of  this  is,  that  he  cannot  write  ten  lines  without 
committing  gross  faults;  and,  because  he  did  not  leam  his  own  lan- 
guage well  in  his  early  years,  he  will  never  know  it  well.  I  except  a 
few,  who,  being  afterwards  engaged  by  their  profession,  or  their 
natural  taste,  cultivate  their  minds  by  study.  And  yet  even  they, 
if  they  attempt  to  write,  will  find  by  the  labor  composition  costs  them, 
what  a  loss  it  is  not  to  have  learned  their  language  in  the  proper 
season.  Education  among  the  Romans  was  upon  a  quite  different 
footing.     Masters  of  rhetoric  taught  them  early  the  principles,  the 
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subscribers  agreed  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
trust;  and  a  set  of  constitutions  for  their  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  regulation  of  the  schools,  were 

difficulties,  the  beauties,  the  subtleties,  the  depths,  the  riches  of  their 
own  language.  When  they  went  from  those  schools  they  were  perfect 
masters  of  it;  they  were  never  at  a  loss  for  proper  expressions;  and 
I  am  much  deceived  if  it  was  not  owing  to  this  that  they  produced 
rach  excellent  works  with  so  marvellous  facUUy." 

FUny,  in  his  letter  to  a  lady  on  choosing  a  tutor  for  her  son,  speaks 
of  it  as  the  most  material  thing  in  his  education,  that  he  should  have  a 
good  Latin  master  of  rhetoric,  and  recommends  Julius  Genitor  for 
his  doqti^tU,  open,  and  plain  faculty  of  speaking.  He  does  not  advise 
her  to  a  Greek  master  of  Greek  rhetoric,  though  the  Greeks  were 
famous  for  that  science ;  but  to  a  Latin  master,  because  Latin  was  the 
boy's  mother  tongue.  In  the  above  quotation  from  Monsieur  Simon 
we  see  what  was  the  office  and  duty  of  the  master  of  rhetoric 

To  form  their  style  they  should  be  put  on  writing  tetters  to  each 
other;  making  abstracts  of  what  they  read;  or  writing  the  same 
things  in  their  own  words;  telling  or  writing  stories  lately  read,  in 
their  own  expressions.  All  to  be  revised  and  corrected  by  the  tutor, 
who  should  give  his  reasons,  explain  the  force  and  import  of  words,  etc. 

This  Mr.  Locke  recommends  {Educ.,  p.  984)  and  says:  "The  writing 
of  letters  has  so  much  to  do  in  all  the  occurrences  of  human  life  that 
no  gentleman  can  avoid  showing  himself  in  this  kind  of  writing.  Oc- 
casions win  daily  force  him  to  make  this  use  of  his  pen,  which,  besides 
the  consequence  that,  in  his  affairs,  the  well  or  ill  managing  of  it  often 
draws  after  it,  always  lays  him  open  to  a  severer  examination  of  his 
breeding,  sense,  and  abilities,  than  oral  discourses,  whose  transient 
faults,  dying  for  the  most  part  with  the  sotmd  that  gives  them  life, 
and  so  not  subject  to  a  strict  review,  more  easily  escape  observation 
and  censure." 

He  adds:  "Had  the  methods  of  education  been  directed  to  their 
right  end,  one  would  have  thought  this  so  necessary  a  part  could  not 
have  been  neglected,  whilst  themes  and  verses  in  Latin,  of  no  use  at 
all,  were  so  constantly  everywhere  pressed,  to  the  racking  of  children's 
invention  beyond  their  strength,  and  hindering  their  cheerful  progress 
by  unnaturad  diffictdties.  But  custom  has  so  ordained  it,  and  who 
dares  disobey?  And  would  it  not  be  very  unreasonable  to  require  of 
a  learned  country-school-master  (who  has  all  the  tropes  and  figures  in 
Famaby's  Rhetoric  at  his  fingers'  ends)  to  teach  his  scholar  to  express 
himself  handsomely  in  English,  when  it  appears  to  be  so  little  his 
business  or  thought,  that  the  boy's  mother  (despised,  'tis  like,  as 
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drawn  up  by  Mr.  Francis  and  m3^self ,  which  were 
signed  by  tis  all,  and  printed,  that  the  public  might 
know  what  was  to  be  expected.    I  wrote  also  a 


for  not  having  read  a  syttem  of  logic  or  xlietoric)  outdoes 
him  in  it? 

"To  speak  and  write  correctly  gives  a  grace,  and  gains  a  favorable 
attention  to  what  one  has  to  say.  And  since  'tis  English  that  an 
Bngjishman  will  have  constant  use  of,  that  is  the  language  he  should 
chiefly  cultivate,  and  wherein  most  care  should  be  taken  to  polish 
and  perfect  his  style.  Wo  speak  or  write  better  Latin  than  RngHsh 
may  make  a  man  talked  of;  but  he  will  find  it  more  to  his  purpose  to 
express  himself  well  in  his  own  tongue,  that  he  uses  every  moment, 
than  to  have  the  vain  commendations  of  others  for  a  very  insignificant 
quality.  This  I  find  univerBally  neglected,  nor  no  care  taken  any- 
where to  improve  young  men  in  their  own  language,  that  they  may 
thoroughly  understand  and  be  masters  of  it.  If  any  one  among  us 
have  a  facility  or  purity  more  than  ordinary  in  his  mother  tongue,  it 
is  owing  to  chance,  or  his  genius,  or  any  thing,  rather  than  to 
education  or  any  care  of  his  teacher.  To  mind  what  English 
pupil  speaks  or  writes,  is  below  the  dignity  of  one  bred  up  among 
Greek  and  Latin,  though  he  have  but  little  of  them  himself.  These 
are  the  learned  languages,  fit  only  for  learned  men  to  meddle  with 
and  teach;  English  is  the  language  of  the  illiterate,  vulgar.  Though 
the  great  men  among  the  Romans  were  daily  exercising  themselves  in 
their  own  language ;  and  we  find  yet  upon  the  record  the  names  of 
orators  who  taught  some  of  their  Emperors  Latin,  though  it  were  their 
mother  tongue.  'T  is  plain  the  Greeks  were  3^t  more  nice  in  theirs. 
All  other  speech  was  barbarous  to  them  but  their  own,  and  no  for* 
eign  language  appears  to  have  been  studied  or  valued  amongst  that 
learned  and  acute  people ;  though  it  be  past  doubt  that  they  borrowed 
their  learning  and  philosophy  from  abroad.'* 

To  the  same  purpose  writes  a  person  of  eminent  learning  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  TumbuU.  "Nothing,  certainly,"  says  he,  "can  be  of  more 
service  to  mankind  than  a  right  method  of  educating  the  youth,  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear to  give  an  example  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage it  would  be  to  the  rising  age,  and  to  our  nation.  When  our 
public  schools  were  first  established,  the  knowledge  of  Latin  was 
thought  learning;  and  he  that  had  a  tolerable  skill  in  two  or  three 
languages,  thought  his  mind  was  not  enlightened  by  any  real  knouh 
ledge,  was  a  profound  scholar.  But  it  is  not  so  at  present;  and  people 
confess,  that  men  may  have  obtained  a  perfection  in  these,  and  ye% 
continue  deeply  ignaranL    The  Greek  education  was  of  another  kind, 
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paper,  entitled  Idea  of  an  English  School,  which  was 
printed,  and  afterwards  annexed  to  Mr.  Peters' 
sermon,  preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Academy. 
This  paper  was  said  to  be  for  the  consideration  of 
the  trustees ;  and  the  expectation  of  the  public  that 
the  idea  might  in  a  great  meastire  be  carried  into 
execution,  contributed  to  render  the  subscriptions 
more  liberal  as  well  as  more  general.  I  mention  my 
concern  in  these  transactions,  to  show  the  oppor- 
tunity I  had  of  being  well  informed  in  the  points  I 
am  relating. 
These  constitutions  are  upon  record  in  your  min- 

which  he  describes  in  several  particulars,  and  adds:  "they  studied 
to  write  their  own  tongue  more  accurately  than  we  do  Latin  and 
Gieek.  But  where  is  English  taught  at  present?  Who  thinks  it  of 
use  to  study  corzectly  UuU  language  which  he  is  to  use  every  day  in 
his  Hfe,  be  his  station  ever  so  high,  or  ever  so  insignificant.  It  is  in 
iMs  the  nobility  and  gentry  defend  their  country,  and  serve  their 
prinoe  an  parliament;  in  Ikis  the  lawyers  plead,  the  divines  instruct, 
and  all  ranks  of  people  write  their  letters,  and  transact  their  affaire; 
and  yet  who  thinks  it  worth  his  learning  to  write  this  even  accurately, 
not  to  say  politely?  Every  one  is  suffered  to  form  his  style  by  chance ; 
to  imitate  the  first  wretched  model  which  falls  in  his  way,  before  he 
knows  what  is  faulty,  or  can  relish  the  beauties  of  a  just  simplicity. 
Few  think  their  children  qualified  for  a  trade  till  they  have  been  whipt 
at  a  Latin  school  for  five  or  six  years,  to  learn  a  little  of  that  which 
they  are  obliged  to  forget;  when  in  those  years  right  education  would 
have  improved  their  minds,  and  taught  them  to  acquire  habits  of 
writing  ikeir  own  language  easily  under  right  direction ;  and  this  would 
have  been  useftil  to  them  as  long  as  they  lived." — Introd.,  pp.  3-5. 

To  form  their  prontmciation,  they  may  be  put  on  making  declama- 
tions, repeating  speeches,  delivering  orations,  etc. ;  the  tutor  assisting 
at  the  rehearsals,  teaching,  advising,  correcting  their  accent,  etc. 
By  prontmciation  is  here  meant,  the  proper  modulation  of  the  voice, 
to  suit  the  subject  with  due  emphasis,  action,  etc.  In  delivering  a 
discourse  in  public,  designed  to  persuade,  the  manner,  perhaps,  con- 
tributes more  to  success,  than  either  the  matter  or  method.  Yet  the 
two  latter  seem  to  engross  the  attention  of  most  preachers  and  other 

pabUc  speakers,  and  the  former  to  be  almost  totally  neglected. — B.  P. 
TOL.  zn.— ^ 
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utes;  and»  althotigh  the  Lratin  and  Greek  are  by  them 
to  be  taught,  the  original  idea  of  a  complete  English 
education  was  not  forgotten,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  extracts. 

Page  I.  ''The  English  tongue  is  to  be  taught 
grammatically,  and  as  a  language." 

Page  4.  In  reciting  the  qualification  of  the  per- 
son to  be  appointed  rector,  it  is  said,  "that  great  re- 
gard is  to  be  had  to  his  polite  speakings  writing,  and 
understanding  the  English  tongue.'* 

"The  rector  was  to  have  two  htmdred  potmds  a 
year,  for  which  he  was  to  be  obliged  to  teach  twenty 
boys,  without  any  assistance  (and  twenty-five  more 
for  every  usher  provided  for  him),  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages;  and  at  the  same  time  instruct 
them  in  history,  geography,  chronology,  logic,  rhet- 
oric, and  the  English  tongue.'* 

"The  rector  was  also,  on  all  occasions  consistent 
with  his  duty  in  the  Latin  school,  to  assist  the 
English  master  in  improving  the  youth  under  his 


carey 


Page  5.  "The  trustees  shall,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  contract  with  any  person  that  offers,  whom 
they  shall  judge  most  capable  of  teaching  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  grammatically  and  as  a  language ,  history, 
geography,  chronology,  logic,  and  oratory;  which 
person  shall  be  styled  the  English  master.** 

The  English  master  was  to  have  one  htmdred 
I)otmds  a  year,  for  which  he  was  to  teach,  without 
any  assistance,  forty  scholars  the  English  tongue 
grammatically;  and  at  the  same  time  instruct  them 
in  history,  geography,  chronology,  logic,  and  ora- 
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tory;  and  sixty  scholare  more  for  every  usher  pro- 
vided for  him. 

It  is  to  be  observed  in  this  place,  that  here  are 
two  distinct  cotirses  in  the  same  study,  that  is,  of  the 
same  branches  of  science,  viz.,  history,  geography, 
chronology,  logic,  and  oratory,  to  be  carried  on  at 
the  same  time,  but  not  by  the  same  tutor  or  master. 
The  English  master  is  to  teach  his  scholars  all  those 
branches  of  science,  and  also  the  English  tongue 
grammatically  as  a  language.  The  Latin  master  is 
to  teach  the  same  sciences  to  his  boys,  besides  the 
Greek  and  Latin.  He  was  also  to  assist  the  English 
master  occasionally,  without  which,  and  his  general 
care  in  the  government  of  the  schools,  the  giving  him 
double  salary  seems  not  well  accotmted  for.  But 
here  are  plainly  two  distinct  schools  or  courses  of 
education  provided  for.  The  Latin  master  was  not 
to  teach  the  English  scholars  logic,  rhetoric,  etc.; 
thatwastheduty  of  the  English  master;  but  he  was 
to  teach  those  sciences  to  the  Latin  scholars.  We 
shaU  see,  hereafter,  how  easily  this  original  plan  was 
defeated  and  departed  from. 

When  the  constitution  was  first  drawn,  blanks 
were  left  for  the  salaries,  and  for  the  number  of  boys 
the  Latin  master  was  to  teach.  The  first  instance  of 
partiality  in  favor  of  the  Latin  part  of  the  institu- 
tion, was  in  giving  the  title  of  rector  to  the  Latin 
master,  and  no  title  to  the  English  one.  But  the 
most  striking  instance  was,  when  we  met  to  sign,  and 
the  blanks  were  first  to  be  filled  up,  the  votes  of  a 
majority  carried  it  to  twice  as  much  salary  to  the 
Latin  master  as  to  the  English,  and  yet  require  twice 
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as  much  duty  from  the  English  master  as  from  the 
Latin,  viz.,  ;£2oo  to  the  Latin  master  to  twenty  boys ; 
;Sioo  to  the  English  master  to  teach  forty!  How- 
ever, the  trustees  who  voted  these  salaries  being 
themselves  by  far  the  greatest  subscribers,  though 
not  the  most  ntmierous,  it  was  thought  they  had  a 
kind  of  right  to  predominate  in  money  matters;  and 
those  who  had  wished  an  equal  regard  might  have 
been  shown  to  both  schools,  submitted,  though  not 
without  r^;ret,  and  at  times  some  little  complaining, 
which,  with  their  not  being  able  in  nine  months  to 
find  a  proper  person  for  English  master,  who  would 
undertake  the  office  for  so  low  a  salary,  induced  the 
trustees  at  length,  viz.,  in  July,  1750,  to  ofiEer  £$0 
more. 

Another  instance  of  the  partiality  above  men- 
tioned was  in  the  March  preceding,  when  £100  ster- 
ling was  voted  to  buy  Latin  and  Greek  books,  maps, 
drafts,  and  instruments  for  the  use  of  the  Academy, 
and  nothing  for  the  English  books. 

The  great  part  of  the  subscribers,  who  had  the 
English  education  chiefly  in  view,  were,  however, 
soothed  into  a  submission  to  these  partialities,  chiefly 
by  the  expectation  given  them  by  the  Constitution, 
viz.,  that  the  tnistees  wotild  make  it  their  pleasure, 
and  in  some  degree  their  business,  to  visit  the 
Academy  often,  to  encourage  and  countenance  the 
youth,  look  on  the  students  as  in  some  measure  their 
own  children,  treat  them  with  familiarity  and  affec- 
tion; and,  when  they  have  behaved  well,  gone 
through  their  studies,  and  are  to  enter  the  world, 
the  trustees  shall  zealously  unite,  and  make  all  the 
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interest  that  can  be  made,  to  promote  and  establish 
them,  whether  in  business,  offices,  marriages,  or  any 
other  thing  for  their  advantage,  preferable  to  all 
other  persons  whatsoever,  even  of  equal  merit. 

These  splendid  promises  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the 
public.  The  trustees  were  most  of  them  the  princi- 
pal gentlemen  of  the  province.  C3iildren  taught  in 
other  schools  had  no  reason  to  expect  such  powerful 
patronage.  The  subscribers  had  placed  such  entire 
confidence  in  them  as  to  leave  themselves  no  power 
of  changing  them,  if  their  conduct  of  the  plan  should 
be  disapproved;  and  so,  in  hopes  of  the  best,  all 
these  partialities  were  submitted  to. 

Near  a  year  passed  before  a  proper  person  was 
found  to  take  charge  of  the  English  school.  At 
length  Mr.  Dove,  who  had  been  many  years  master 
of  a  school  in  England,  and  had  come  hither  with  an 
apparatus  for  giving  lectures  in  experimental  philo- 
sophy, was  prevailed  with  by  me,  after  his  lectures 
were  finished,  to  accept  that  employment  for  the 
salary  offered,  though  he  thought  it  too  scanty.  He 
had  a  good  voice,  read  perfectly  well,  with  proper 
accent  and  just  pronunciation,  and  his  method  of 
commtmicating  habits  of  the  same  kind  to  his  pupils 
was  this :  When  he  gave  a  lesson  to  one  of  them,  he 
always  first  read  it  to  him  aloud,  with  all  the  different 
modulations  of  voice  that  the  subject  and  sense  re- 
quired. These  the  scholars,  in  study  and  repeating 
the  lesson,  naturally  endeavored  to  imitate;  and  it 
was  really  surprising  to  see  how  soon  they  caught 
his  manner,  which  convinced  me  and  others  who 
frequently  attended  his  school  that  though  bad 
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tones  and  manners  in  reading  are,  when  onoe  ac- 
quired, rarely,  with  difl&culty,  if  ever  cured,  yet, 
when  none  have  been  akeady  formed,  good  ones  are 
as  easily  learned  as  bad.  In  a  few  weeks  after  open- 
ing his  school,  the  trustees  were  invited  to  hear  the 
scholars  read  and  recite.  The  parents  and  relations 
of  the  boys  also  attended.  The  performers  were 
surprisingly  good,  and  of  course  were  admired  and 
applauded ;  and  the  English  school  thereby  acquired 
such  reputation  that  the  number  of  Mr.  Dove's 
scholars  soon  amotmted  to  upwards  of  ninety,  which 
number  did  not  diminish  as  long  as  he  continued 
master,  viz.,  upwards  of  two  years;  but,  he  finding 
the  salary  insufficient,  and  having  set  up  a  school 
for  girls  in  his  own  house  to  supply  the  deficiency, 
and  quitting  the  boys'  school  somewhat  before  the 
hour  to  attend  the  girls,  the  trustees  disapproved 
of  his  so  doing,  and  he  quitted  their  employment, 
continued  his  girls'  school,  and  opened  one  for  boys 
on  his  own  accotmt.  The  trustees  provided  another 
English  master;  but  though  a  good  man,  yet  not 
possessing  the  talents  of  an  English  schoolmaster  in 
the  same  perfection  with  Mr.  Dove,  the  school 
diminished  daily,  and  soon  was  found  to  have  but 
about  forty  scholars  left.  The  performances  of  the 
boys  in  reading  and  speaking  were  no  longer  so 
brilliant;  the  trustees  of  course  had  not  the  same 
pleasure  in  hearing  them,  and  the  monthly  visitations, 
which  had  so  long  afforded  a  delightf til  entertainment 
to  large  audiences,  became  less  and  less  attended,  and 
at  length  discontinued ;  and  the  English  school  has 
never  since  recovered  its  original  reputation. 
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Thus,  by  our  injudiciously  starving  the  English 
pert  of  our  scheme  of  education,  we  only  saved  fifty 
pounds  a  year,  which  was  required  as  an  additional 
salary  to  an  acknowledged  excellent  English  master, 
which  would  have  equalled  his  encouragenoient  to 
that  of  the  Latin  master;  I  say,  by  saving  the  £50 
we  lost  fifty  scholars,  which  wotild  have  been  £200 
a  year,  and  defeated,  besides,  one  great  end  of  the 
institution. 

In  the  meantime  our  favors  were  showered  upon 
the  Latin  part;  the  number  of  teachers  was  in* 
creased,  and  their  salaries  from  time  to  time  aug* 
mented,  till,  if  I  mistake  not,  they  amotmted  in  the 
whole  to  more  than  ;£6oo  a  year,  though  the  scholars 
hardly  ever  exceeded  sixty;  so  that  each  scholar 
cost  tile  funds  £10  per  annum,  while  he  paid  but  £4^ 
which  was  a  loss  of  £6  every  one  of  them. 

The  monthly  visitations  of  the  schools  by  the 
trustees  having  been  long  neglected,  the  omission 
was  complained  of  by  the  parents  as  a  breach  of 
original  promise;  whereupon  the  trustees,  July  11, 
1755,  made  it  a  law,  that  "they  should  meet  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  every  month  at  the  Academy,  to 
visit  the  schools,  examine  the  scholars,  hear  their 
public  exercises,  etc."  This  good  law,  however,  like 
many  others,  was  not  long  observed ;  for  I  find  by  a 
minute  of  December  14,  1756,  that  the  examination 
of  the  schools  by  the  trustees  had  been  long  neg- 
lected, and  it  was  agreed  that  it  shotald  thereafter 
be  done  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  new  rule,  the  neglect  re- 
turned, so  that  we  are  informed  by  another  minute 
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of  January,  1761,  "that  for  five  months  past  there 
had  not  been  one  meeting  of  the  trustees."  In  the 
course  of  fourteen  years  several  of  the  original 
tnistees,  who  had  been  disposed  to  ^vor  the  English 
school,  deceased,  and  others  not  so  favorable  were 
chosen  to  supply  their  places;  however,  it  appears 
by  the  minutes  that  the  remainder  had  sometimes 
weight  enough  to  recall  the  attention  of  their  col- 
leagues to  that  school,  and  obtain  acknowledgnoents 
of  the  tmjust  neglect  it  had  been  treated  witii.  Of 
this  the  following  extracts  from  the  minutes  are 
authentic  proofs,  viz.  (Minute  Book,  Vol.  I.,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1763):  ''The  state  of  the  English  school  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  it  was  observed,  that 
Mr.  ICinnersley's  time  was  entirely  taken  up  in 
tearthing  little  boys  the  elements  of  the  English 
language  (this  is  what  it  dwindled  into,  a  school 
similar  to  those  kept  by  old  women,  who  teach 
children  their  letters);  and  that  speaking  and  re- 
hearsing in  public  were  totally  disused^  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  other  scholars  and  students,  and 
contrary  to  the  original  design  of  the  trustees  in 
the  forming  of  that  school;  and,  as,  this  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  it  was  particularly 
recommended  to  be  fully  considered  by  the  trustees 
at  their  next  meeting."  At  their  next  meeting  it 
was  not  considered;  but  this  minute  contains  ftdl 
proof  of  the  fact,  that  the  English  education  had  been 
neglected,  and  it  contains  an  acknowledgment  that 
the  conduct  of  the  English  school  was  contrary  to 
the  original  design  of  the  trustees  in  forming  it. 
In  the  same  book  of  minutes  we  find  the  f  ollowing. 
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of  April  12,  1763:  ''The  state  of  the  English  school 
was  again  taken  into  consideration;  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  trustees  that  the  original  design 
should  be  prosecuted,  of  teaching  the  scholars  (of 
that  and  the  other  schools  the  elegance  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  and  giving  them  a  proper  pronuncia- 
tion; and  that  the  old  method  of  hearing  them  read 
and  repeat  in  public  should  be  again  used.  And  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Kin- 
nersley  how  this  might  best  be  done,  as  well  as  what 
assistance  would  be  necessary  to  give  Mr.  Kinnersley 
to  enable  him  to  attend  this  necessary  service^  which, 
was  indeed  the  proper  business  of  his  professor- 
ship." 

In  this  minute  we  have  another  acknowledgment 
of  what  was  the  original  design  of  the  English  school; 
but  here  are  some  words  thrown  in  to  countenance 
an  innovation,  which  had  been  for  some  tinoe  prac- 
tised. The  words  are  ''and  the  other  schools.'' 
Originally,  by  the  constitutions,  the  rector  was  to 
teach  the  Latin  scholars  their  English.  The  words 
of  the  constitution  are :  * '  The  rector  shall  be  obliged, 
without  the  assistance  of  any  usher,  to  teach  twenty 
scholars  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  the 
English  tongue."  To  enable  him  to  do  this,  we  have 
seen  that  some  of  his  qualifications,  indispensably 
required,  were,  his  polite  speaking,  writing,  and  under- 
standing the  English  tongue.  Having  these,  he  was 
enjoined,  on  all  occasions  consistent  with  his  other 
duties,  to  assist  the  English  master  in  improving  the 
boys  under  his  care ;  but  there  is  not  a  word  obliging 
the  English  master  to  teach  the  Latin  boys  English. 
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However,  the  Latin  masters,  either  unable  to  do  it, 
or  unwilling  to  take  the  trouble,  had  got  him  up 
among  them,  and  employed  so  much  of  his  time,  that 
this  minute  owns  he  could  not,  without  f tirther  assist- 
ance, attend  the  necessary  service  d  his  own  school, 
which,  as  the  minute  expressly  says,  ''was  indeed  the 
proper  business  of  his  professorship." 

Notwithstanding  this  good  resolution  of  the  trus- 
tees, it  seems  the  execution  of  it  was  neglected ;  and, 
the  public  not  being  satisfied,  they  were  again 
haunted  by  the  friends  of  the  children  with  the  old 
complaint,  that  the  original  constitutions  were  not 
complied  with  in  regard  to  the  English  school.  Their 
situation  was  unpleasant.  On  the  one  hand  there 
were  still  remaining  some  of  the  first  trustees,  who 
were  friends  to  the  scheme  of  English  education, 
and  these  would  now  and  then  be  remarking  that  it 
was  neglected,  and  would  be  moving  for  a  reforma- 
tion ;  the  constitutions  at  the  same  time,  staring  the 
trustees  in  the  face,  gave  weight  to  these  remarks. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Latinists  were  combined  to 
decry  the  English  school  as  useless.  It  was  without 
example,  they  said,  as  indeed  they  still  say,  that 
a  school  for  teaching  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  the 
sciences  in  that  tongue,  was  ever  joined  with  a 
college,  and  that  the  Latin  masters  were  fully  com- 
petent to  teach  the  English. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  Latinists  looked  on  every 
expense  upon  the  English  school  as  so  far  disabling 
the  trustees  from  augmenting  their  salaries,  and 
therefore  regarding  it  with  an  evil  eye ;  but,  when  I 
find  the  minutes  constantly  filled  with  their  appli- 
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cations  for  higher  wages,  I  cannot  but  see  their  great 
regard  for  money  matters,  and  suspect  a  little  their 
using  their  interest  and  influence  to  prevail  with  the 
trustees  not  to  encourage  that  school.  And,  indeed, 
the  following  minute  is  so  different  in  spirit  and 
sentiment  from  all  that  last  recited,  that  one  can- 
not avoid  concluding  that  some  extraordinary  pains 
must  have  been  taken  with  the  trustees  between  the 
two  meetings  of  April  12th  and  June  13th,  to  produce 
a  resolution  so  very  different,  which  here  follows  in 
this  minute,  viz.,  "June  13,  1763;  some  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  in  the  Academy  having  com- 
plained that  their  children  were  not  taught  to  speak 
and  read  in  public,  and  having  requested  that  this 
useful  part  of  education  might  be  more  attended  to, 
Mr.  Kinnersley  was  called  in,  and  desired  to  give  an 
account  of  what  was  done  in  this  branch  of  his  duty; 
and  he  declared  that  this  was  well  taught,  not  only 
in  the  English  school,  which  was  more  immediately 
under  his  care,  but  in  the  philosophy  classes  regularly 
every  Monday  afternoon,  and  as  often  at  other  times  as 
his  other  business  would  permit.  And  it  not  appear- 
ing to  the  trustees  that  any  more  could  at  present 
be  done,  without  partiality  and  great  inconvenience, 
and  that  this  was  all  that  was  ever  proposed  to  be 
done,  they  did  not  incline  to  make  any  alteration, 
or  to  lay  any  further  btirthen  on  Mr.  Kinnersley." 
Note  here,  that  the  English  school  had  not  for  some 
years  preceding  been  visited  by  the  trustees.  K  it 
had,  they  would  have  known  the  state  of  it  without 
making  this  inquiry  of  the  master.  They  might 
have  judged,  whether  the  children  more  immediately 
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under  his  care  were  in  truth  well  taught,  without 
taking  his  word  for  it,  as  it  appears  they  did.  But 
it  seems  he  had  a  merit,  which,  when  he  pleaded  it, 
effectually  excused  him.  He  spent  his  time  when 
out  of  the  English  schcx)l  in  instructing  the  philoso- 
phy classes  who  were  of  the  Latin  part  of  the  insti- 
tution. Therefore  they  did  not  think  proper  to  lay 
any  further  burthen  upon  him. 

It  is  a  little  difficult  to  conceive  how  these  trustees 
could  bring  themselves  to  declare,  that  **No  more 
could  be  done  in  the  English  school  than  was  then 
done,  and  that  it  was  all  that  was  ever  proposed  to 
be  done";  when  their  preceding  minute  declares 
that  "the  original  design  was  teaching  scholars  the 
elegance  of  the  English  language,  and  giving  them  a 
proper  pronunciation;  and  that  hearing  them  read 
and  repeat  in  public  was  the  old  method,  and  shotdd  be 
again  used."  And,  certainly,  the  method  that  had 
been  used  might  be  again  used,  if  the  trustees  had 
thought  fit  to  order  Mr.  Kinnersley  to  attend  his  own 
school,  and  not  spend  his  time  in  the  philosophy 
classes,  where  his  duty  did  not  require  his  attendance. 
What  the  apprehended  partiality  was,  which  the 
minute  mentions,  does  not  appear,  and  cannot  now 
be  easily  imagined;  and  the  great  inconvenience  of 
obliging  him  to  attend  his  own  school  could  only 
be  by  depriving  the  Latinists  of  his  assistance,  to 
'  which  they  had  no  right. 

The  trustees  may  possibly  have  supposed,  that  by 
this  resolution  they  had  precluded  all  future  attempts 
to  trouble  them  with  respect  to  their  conduct  of  the 
English  school.    The  parents  indeed,  despairing  of 
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any  reformation,  withdrew  their  children  and  plaoed 
them  in  private  schools,  of  which  several  now  ap- 
peared in  the  city,  professing  to  teach  what  had  been 
promised  to  be  taught  in  the  Academy;  and  they 
have  since  flourished  and  increased  by  the  scholars 
the  Academy  might  have  had  if  it  had  performed  its 
engagements.  But  the  public  was  not  satisfied ;  and 
we  find,  five  years  after,  the  English  school  appearing 
again,  after  five  years'  silence,  haunting  the  trustees 
like  an  evil  conscience,  and  reminding  them  of  their 
failure  in  duty.  For,  of  their  meetings  Jan.  19,  and 
26,  1768,  we  find  these  minutes:  ''Jan.  19,  1768:  It 
having  been  remarked  that  the  schools  suffer  in  the 
public  esteem  by  the  discontinuance  of  public  speak- 
ing, a  special  meeting  is  to  be  called  on  Tuesday 
next,  to  consider  the  state  of  the  English  school,  and 
to  regulate  such  matters  as  may  be  necessary.'' 
"Jan.  26th:  A  special  meeting.  It  is  agreed  to 
give  Mr.  Jon.  Easton  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hall,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  pounds  per  aimtmi  each,  for  as- 
sisting Mr.  Kinnersley  in  the  English  school,  and 
taking  care  of  the  same  when  he  shall  be  employed 
in  teaching  the  students,  in  the  philosophy  classes 
and  grammar  school,  the  art  of  public  speaking.  A 
committee,  Mt.  Peters,  Mr.  Coxe,  and  Mr.  Duch6, 
with  the  masters,  was  appointed  to  fix  niles  and 
times  for  employing  the  youth  in  public  speaking. 
Mr.  Easton  and  Mr.  Hall  are  to  be  paid  out  of  a  fund 
to  be  raised  by  some  public  performance  for  the 
benefit  of  the  college." 

It  appears  from  these  minutes,  i.  That  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Academy  had  suffered  in  the  public 
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esteem  by  the  trustees'  neglect  of  that  school.  2. 
That  Mr.  Kinnersley,  whose  sole  business  it  was  to 
attend  it,  had  been  called  from  his  duty  and  em- 
ployed in  the  philosophy  classes  and  Latin  grammar 
school,  teaching  the  scholars  there  the  art  of  public 
speaking,  which  the  Latinists  used  to  boast  they 
could  teach  themselves.  3.  That  the  neglect  for  so 
noiany  years  of  the  English  scholars,  by  this  sub- 
traction of  their  master,  was  now  acknowledged,  and 
proposed  to  be  remedied  for  the  future  by  engaging 
two  persons,  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Easton,  at  twenty- 
five  pounds  per  annum,  to  take  care  of  those  schol- 
ars, while  Mr.  Kinnersley  was  employed  among  the 
Latinists. 

Care  was  however  taken  by  the  trustees  not  to  be 
at  any  expense  for  this  assistance  to  Mr.  Kinnersley; 
for  Hall  and  Easton  were  only  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
uncertain  fund  of  money  to  be  raised  by  sonse  public 
performance  for  the  benefit  of  the  college. 

A  committee  was  however  now  appointed  to  fix 
rules  and  times  for  employing  the  youth  in  public 
speaking.  Whether  any  thing  was  done  inconse- 
quence of  these  minutes,  does  not  appear,  no  report 
of  the  committee  respecting  their  doings  being  to  be 
found  on  the  records,  and  the  probability  is  that  they 
did,  as  heretofore,  nothing  to  the  purpose.  For  the 
English  school  continued  to  decline,  and  the  first 
subsequent  mention  we  find  made  of  it,  is  in  the 
minute  of  March  21,  1769,  when  the  design  began  to 
be  entertained  of  abolishing  it  altogether,  whereby 
the  Latinists  would  get  rid  of  an  eyesore,  and  the 
trustees  of  what  occasioned  them  such  frequent 
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trouble.  The  minute  is  this:  "The  state  of  the 
English  school  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  at 
next  meeting,  and  whether  it  be  proper  to  continue 
it  on  its  present  footing  or  not."  This  consideration 
was,  however,  not  taken  at  the  next  meeting,  at 
least  nothing  was  concluded  so  as  to  be  minuted; 
nor  do  we  find  any  f tirther  mention  of  the  English 
school  till  the  i8th  of  July,  when  the  following  min- 
ute was  entered — viz.:  "A  special  meeting  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  on  Monday  next,  and  notice  to 
be  given,  that  the  design  of  this  meeting  is  to  con- 
sider whether  the  English  school  is  to  be  longer 
continued/' 

This  special  meeting  was  accordingly  held  on  the 
33d  of  July,  1769,  of  which  date  is  the  following 
minute  and  resolution,  viz.:  "The  trustees  at  this 
meeting,  as  well  as  several  former  ones,  having  taken 
into  their  serious  consideration  the  state  of  the  Eng- 
lish school,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  tha^  as  the 
said  school  is  far  from  defraying  the  expense  at 
which  they  now  support  it,  and  not  thinking  that 
they  ought  to  lay  out  any  great  part  of  the  funds  in- 
trusted to  them  on  this  branch  of  education,  which 
can  so  easily  be  procured  at  other  schools  in  this  city, 
have  resolved  that  from  and  after  the  1 7th  of  October 
next  Mr.  Kinnersley's  present  salary  do  cease,  and 
that  from  that  time  the  said  school,  if  he  shall  be  in- 
clined to  keep  it,  shall  be  on  the  following  footing, 
viz.,  that  he  shall  have  the  free  use  of  the  room 
where  he  now  teaches,  and  also  the  whole  tuition- 
money  arising  from  the  boys  that  may  be  taught  by 
him,  and  that  he  continue  professor  of  English  and 
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oratory,  and,  as  such,  have  the  house  he  lives  in  rent 
free,  in  consideration  of  his  giving  two  afternoons  in 
the  week  as  heretofore,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
students  belonging  to  the  college  in  pubUc  speaking, 
agreeable  to  such  niles  as  are  or  shall  be  made  for 
that  purpose  by  the  trustees  and  facility.  It  is 
further  ordered  by  this  regulation,  that  the  boys 
belonging  to  his  school  shall  be  still  considered  as 
part  of  the  youth  belonging  to  the  college,  and  under 
the  same  general  government  of  the  trustees  and 
faculty;  and  such  of  his  scholars  as  may  attend  the 
mathematical  or  any  other  master  having  a  salary 
from  the  college,  for  any  part  of  their  time,  shall 
pay  proportionably  into  the  fund  of  the  trustees, 
to  be  accounted  for  by  Mr.  Kinnersley,  and  deducted 
out  of  the  twenty  pounds  per  qtiarter  now  paid  by 
the  English  scholars." 

The  trustees  hope  this  regulation  may  be  agreeable 
to  Mr.  Kinnersley,  as  it  proceeds  entirely  from  the 
reasons  set  forth  above,  and  not  from  any  abatement 
of  that  esteem  which  they  have  always  retained  for 
him  during  the  whole  course  of  his  services  in  college. 

Upon  this  and  some  of  the  preceding  minutes  n^iay 
be  observed:  i.  That  the  English  school  having 
been  long  neglected,  the  scholars  were  so  diminished 
in  number  as  to  be  far  from  defraying  the  expense  in 
supporting  it.  2.  That  the  instruction  they  received 
there,  instead  of  a  complete  English  education, 
which  had  been  promised  to  the  subscribers  by 
the  original  constitutions,  were  only  such  as  might 
easily  be  procured  at  other  schools  in  this  dty.  3. 
That  this  unprofitableness  of  the  English  school, 
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owing  to  n^lect  of  duty  in  the  trustees,  was  now 
offered  as  a  reason  for  demolishing  it  altogether. 
For  it  was  easy  to  see  that  after  depriving  the  mas- 
ter of  his  salary  he  could  not  long  afford  to  continue 
it.  4.  That  if  the  insufficiency  of  the  tuition  money 
in  the  English  school  to  pay  the  expense,  and  the 
ease  with  which  the  scholars  might  obtain  equal 
instruction  in  other  schools,  were  good  reasons  for 
depriving  the  master  of  his  salary  and  destroying 
that  school,  they  were  equally  good  for  dismissing 
the  Latin  ntiasters,  and  sending  their  scholars  to 
other  schools;  since  it  is  notorious  that  the  tuition 
money  of  the  Latin  school  did  not  pay  much  above  a 
fourth  part  of  the  salaries  of  the  masters.  For  such 
reasons  the  trustees  might  equally  well  have  got  rid 
of  all  the  scholars  and  all  the  masters,  and  remained 
in  full  possession  of  all  the  college  property,  without 
any  future  expense.  5.  That  by  their  refusing  any 
longer  to  support,  instead  of  reforming,  as  they  ought 
to  have  done,  the  English  school,  they  sh^nefully 
broke  through  and  set  at  nought  the  original  con- 
stitutions, for  the  due  execution  of  which  the  faith 
of  the  original  trustees  had  been  solemnly  pledged 
to  the  public,  and  diverted  the  revenues  proceeding 
from  much  of  the  first  subscriptions  to  other  pur- 
poses than  those  which  had  been  piromised.  Had 
the  Assembly,  when  disposed  to  disfranchize  the 
trtistees,  set  their  foot  upon  this  ground,  their  pro- 
ceeding to  declare  the  forfeiture  would  have  been 
more  justifiable ;  and  it  may  be  hoped  care  will  now 
be  taken  not  to  give  any  future  Assembly  the  same 
handle. 

TOL.  XII. — 7, 
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It  seems,  however,  that  this  tinrighteotis  resolve 
did  not  pass  the  trustees  without  a  quahn  in  some  of 
them.  For  at  the  next  meeting  a  reconsideration 
was  moved,  and  we  find  the  following  minute  under 
the  date  of  August  i,  1769:  "The  minute  of  last 
meeting  relative  to  the  English  school  was  read,  and 
after  mature  deliberation  and  reconsidering  the 
same,  it  was  voted  to  stand  as  it  is,  provided  it 
should  not  be  found  any  way  repugnant  to  the  first 
charter  granted  to  the  Academy,  a  copy  of  which 
was  ordered  to  be  procured  out  of  the  rolls  ofl&ce." 

One  might  have  thought  it  natural  for  the  trustees 
to  have  consulted  this  charter  before  they  took  the 
resolution,  and  not  only  the  first  charter,  but  the 
original  constitutions ;  but,  as  it  seems  they  had  lost 
the  instrunGient  containing  the  charter,  and,  though  it 
had  been  printed,  not  one  of  them  was  furnished 
with  a  copy  to  which  he  might  refer,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  had  forgot  the  constitutions  made  twenty 
years  before,  to  which  they  do  not  seem  to  have  in 
the  least  adverted. 

Probably,  however,  the  trustees  f otmd,  when  they 
came  to  examine  original  papers,  that  they  could  not 
easily  get  entirely  rid  of  the  English  school,  and  so 
conduded  to  continue  it.  For  I  find  in  a  law  for 
premiums,  minuted  under  the  date  of  January  29, 
1770,  that  the  English  and  mathematical  school  is 
directed  to  be  examined  the  third  Tuesday  in  July, 
and  a  premium  book  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  was 
to  be  given  to  him  that  reads  best,  and  understands 
best  the  English  grammar,  etc.  This  is  very  well; 
but  to  keep  up  the  old  partiality  in  favor  of  the 
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school,  the  premium  to  its  boys  was  to  be  of  the 
value  of  two  dollars.  In  the  premiums  for  best 
speaking  they  were,  indeed,  put  upon  an  equality. 

After  reading  this  law  for  premiums  I  looked  for- 
ward to  the  third  Tuesday  in  July  with  sonse  pleasing 
expectation  of  their  effect  on  the  examination  re- 
quired for  that  day.  But  I  met  with  only  this  fur- 
ther record  of  the  inattention  of  the  trustees  to  their 
new  resolutions  and  even  laws,  when  they  contained 
any  thing  favorable  to  the  English  school.  The 
minute  is  only  this:  "July,  August,  September, 
October,  no  business  done." 

On  the  2oth  of  November,  however,  I  find  there 
was  an  examination  of  the  Latin  school,  and  pre- 
miums, with  pompous  inscriptions,  afterwards  ad- 
judged to  Latin  scholars;  but  I  find  no  nsention  of 
any  to  the  English,  or  that  they  were  even  examined. 
Perhaps  there  might  have  been  none  to  examine,  or 
the  school  discontinued;  for  it  appears  by  a  minute 
of  July  2ist,  following,  that  the  provost  was  desired 
to  advertise  for  a  master  able  to  teach  English  gram- 
matically, which  it  seems  was  all  the  English  mas- 
ter was  now  required  to  teach,  the  other  branches 
originally  promised  being  dropped  entirely. 

In  October,  1772,  Mr.  Kinnersley  resigned  his  pro- 
fessorship, when  Dr.  Peters  and  others  were  ap- 
pointed to  consider  on  what  footing  the  English 
school  shall  be  put  for  the  future,  that  a  new  master 
may  be  thought  of,  and  Mr.  Willing  to  take  care  of 
the  school  for  the  present  at  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 
It  is  observable  here  that  there  is  no  mention  of 
putting  it  on  its  original  footing,  and  the  salary  is 
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shrunk  amazingly;  but  this  resignation  of  Mr.  Kin* 
nersley  gave  occasion  to  one  testimony  of  the  utility 
of  the  English  professor  to  the  institution,  notwith- 
standing all  the  partiality,  neglect,  slights,  discour- 
agements, and  injustice  that  school  had  suffered. 
We  find  it  in  the  minutes  of  a  special  meeting  on  the 
ad  of  February,  1773,  present  Dr.  Peters,  Mr.  Chew, 
Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Tfettel,  and  Mr. 
Inglis,  and  expressed  in  these  strong  terms : 

**The  college  suffers  greatly  since  Mr.  Kinnersley 
left  it  for  want  of  a  person  to  teach  public  speaking, 
so  that  the  present  classes  have  not  those  oppor- 
tunities of  learning  to  declaim  and  speak  which 
have  been  of  so  much  use  to  their  predecessors,  and 
have  contributed  greatly  to  raise  the  credit  of  the 
institution." 

Here  is  another  confession  that  the  Latinists  were 
unequal  to  the  task  of  teaching  English  eloquence, 
though  on  occasion  the  contrary  is  still  asserted. 

I  flatter  myself,  gentlemen,  that  it  appears  by  this 
time  pretty  clearly  from  our  own  minutes,  that  the 
original  plan  of  the  English  school  has  been  departed 
from;  that  the  subscribers  to  it  have  been  disap- 
pointed and  deceived,  and  the  faith  in  the  trustees 
not  kept  with  them;  that  the  public  have  been  fre- 
quently dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  trustees, 
and  complained  of  it ;  and,  by  the  niggardly  treat- 
ment of  good  masters,  they  have  been  driven  out  of 
the  school,  and  the  scholars  have  followed,  while  a 
great  loss  of  revenue  has  been  suffered  by  the 
Academy ;  so  that  the  ntmierotis  schools  now  in  the 
city  owe  their  rise  to  our  mismanagement,  and  that 
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we  might  as  well  have  had  the  best  part  of  the 
tmtion-money  paid  into  our  treasury,  that  now  goes 
into  private  pockets ;  that  there  has  been  a  constant 
disposition  to  depress  the  English  school  in  favor  of 
the  Latin;  and  tiiat  every  means  to  procure  a  more 
equitable  treatment  has  been  rendered  ineffectual; 
so  that  no  more  hope  remains  while  they  continue  to 
have  any  connection.  It  is,  therefore,  that,  wishing 
as  much  good  to  the  Latinists  as  their  system  can 
honestly  procure  for  them,  we  now  demand  a  separa- 
tion, and  without  desiring  to  injure  them;  but  claim- 
ing an  equitable  partition  of  our  joint  stock,  we  wish 
to  execute  the  plan  they  have  so  long  defeated,  and 
afford  the  public  the  means  of  a  complete  English 
education. 

I  am  the  only  one  of  the  original  trustees  now 
living,  and  I  am  just  stepping  into  the  grave  myself. 
I  am  afraid  that  some  part  of  the  blame  incurred  by 
the  trustees  may  be  laid  on  me,  for  having  too  easily 
submitted  to  the  deviations  from  the  constitution, 
and  not  opposing  them  with  sufficient  zeal  and 
earnestness;  though  indeed  my  absence  in  foreign 
countries  at  different  times  for  near  thirty  years, 
tended  much  to  weaken  my  influence.  To  make 
what  amends  are  yet  in  my  power,  I  seize  this  oppor- 
tunity, the  last  I  may  possibly  have,  of  bearing  testi- 
mony against  those  deviations.  I  seem  here  to  be 
surrounded  by  the  ghosts  of  my  dear  departed 
friends,  beckoning  and  urging  me  to  use  the  only 
tongue  now  left  us,  in  demanding  that  justice  to  our 
grandchildren,  that  to  our  children  has  been  denied. 
And  I  hope  they  will  not  be  sent  away  discontented. 
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The  origin  of  Latin  and  Greek  schools  among  the 
different  nations  of  Europe  is  known  to  have  been 
this:  that  until  between  three  and  four  hundred 
years  past  there  were  no  books  in  any  other  lan- 
guage; all  the  knowledge  then  contained  in  books, 
viz.,  the  theology,  the  jurisprudence,  the  ph)rsic,  the 
art-military,  the  politics,  the  mathematics  and  me- 
chanics, the  natural  and  moral  philosophy,  the  logic 
and  rhetoric,  the  chemistry,  the  pharmacy,  the  arch- 
itecture, and  every  other  branch  of  science,  being 
in  those  languages,  it  was  of  course  necessary  to 
learn  them,  as  the  gates  through  which  men  must 
pass  to  get  at  that  knowledge. 

The  books  then  existing  were  manuscript,  and 
these  consequently  so  dear  that  only  the  few  wealthy 
inclined  to  learning  could  afford  to  purchase  them. 
The  common  people  were  not  even  at  the  pains  of 
learning  to  read,  because,  after  taking  that  pains, 
they  wotdd  have  nothing  to  read  that  they  cotdd 
understand  without  learning  the  ancient's  languages, 
nor  then  without  money  to  purchase  the  manu- 
scripts. And  so  few  were  the  learned  readers  sixty 
years  after  the  invention  of  printing,  that  it  appears 
by  letters  still  extant  between  the  printers  in  1499, 
that  they  could  not  throughout  Europe  find  pur- 
chasers for  more  than  three  hundred  copies  of  any 
ancient  authors.  But,  printing  beginning  now  to 
make  books  cheap,  the  readers  increased  so  much 
as  to  make  it  worth  while  to  write  and  print  books 
in  the  vulgar  tongues.  At  first  these  were  chiefly 
books  of  devotion  and  little  histories.  Gradually 
several  branches  of  science  b^an  to  appear  in  the 
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languages,  and  at  this  day  the  whole  body 
of  sdenoe,  consisting  not  only  of  translations  from 
all  the  valtiable  ancients,  but  of  all  the  new  modem 
discoveries,  is  to  be  met  with  in  those  languages;  so 
that  learning  the  ancient  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
knowledge  is  become  absolutely  unnecessary. 

But  there  is  in  mankind  an  unaccountable  preju- 
dice in  favor  of  ancient  customs  and  habitudes,  which 
inclines  to  a  continuance  of  them  after  the  circum- 
stances which  formerly  made  them  useful  cease  to 
exist.  A  multitude  of  instances  might  be  given,  but 
it  may  sufl&ce  to  mention  one.  Hats  were  once 
thought  a  useful  part  of  dress;  they  kept  the  head 
warm  and  screened  it  &om  the  violent  impression  of 
the  stm's  rays,  and  from  the  rain,  snow,  hail,  etc. 
Though,  by  the  way,  this  was  not  the  more  ancient 
opinion  or  practice;  for  among  all  the  remains  of 
antiquity,  the  bustos,  statues,  basso-relievos,  medals, 
€tc.,  which  are  infinite,  there  is  no  representation  of 
a  human  figure  with  a  cap  or  hat  on,  nor  any  cover- 
ing for  the  head,  imless  it  be  the  head  of  a  soldier, 
who  has  a  helmet ;  but  that  is  evidently  not  a  part 
of  dress  for  health,  but  as  a  protection  from  the 
strokes  of  a  weapon. 

At  what  time  hats  were  first  introduced  we  know 
not,  but  in  the  last  century  they  were  universally 
worn  throughout  Europe.  Gradually,  however,  as 
the  wearing  of  wigs,  and  hair  nicely  dressed  pre- 
vailed, the  putting  on  of  hats  was  disused  by  genteel 
people,  lest  the  curious  arrangements  of  the  curls 
and  powdering  should  be  disordered,  and  umbrellas 
began  to  supply  their  place;  yet  still  our  considering 
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the  hat  as  a  part  of  dress  continties  so  far  to  prevail, 
that  a  man  of  fashion  is  not  thought  dressed  without 
having  one,  or  something  like  one,  about  him,  which  he 
carries  under  his  arm.  So  that  there  are  a  multitude 
of  the  politer  people  in  all  the  courts  and  capital  cities 
of  Europe,  who  have  never,  nor  their  fathers  before, 
worn  a  hat  otherwise  than  as  a  chapeau  hr<i5,  though 
the  utility  of  such  a  mode  of  wearing  it  is  by  no 
means  apparent,  and  it  is  attended  not  only  with 
some  expense,  but  with  a  degree  of  constant  trouble. 

The  still  prevailing  custom  of  having  schools  for 
teaching  generally  our  children,  in  these  days,  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages,  I  consider  therefore,  in 
no  other  light  than  as  the  chapeau  bras  of  modem 
Uterature. 

Thus  the  time  spent  in  that  study  might,  it  seems, 
be  much  better  employed  in  the  education  for  such  a 
country  as  ours;  and  this  was,  indeed,  the  opinion 
of  most  of  the  original  trustees. 
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TO  BENJAMIN  VAUGHAN 

Philadelphia,  3  June,  1789. 

My  Dbarbst  Friend: — ^I  received  your  kind  let- 
ter of  March  4th,  and  wish  I  may  be  able  to  com- 
plete what  you  so  earnestly  desire,  the  Memoirs  of 
my  life.  But  of  late  I  am  so  interrupted  by  extreme 
pain,  which  obliges  me  to  have  recourse  to  opium, 
that,  between  the  effects  of  both,  I  have  but  Uttle 
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time  in  which  I  can  write  any  thing.  My  grandson, 
however,  is  copying  what  is  done,  which  will  be  sent 
to  you  for  your  opinion  by  the  next  vessel;  and  not 
marely  for  your  opinion,  but  for  your  advice;  for  I 
find  it  a  difficult  task  to  speak  decently  and  properly 
of  one's  own  conduct;  and  I  feel  the  want  of  a 
judicious  friend  to  encourage  me  in  scratching  out. 

I  have  condoled  sincerely  with  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph's  family.  He  was  an  excellent  man.  Losing 
our  friends  thus  one  by  one,  is  the  tax  we  pay  for 
long  living;  and  it  is,  indeed,  a  heavy  one. 

I  have  not  seen  the  king  of  Prussia's  posthumous 
works;  what  you  mention  makes  me  desirous  to 
have  them.  Please  to  mention  it  to  your  brother 
William,  and  that  I  request  him  to  add  them  to  the 
books  I  have  desired  him  to  buy  for  me. 

Our  new  government  is  now  in  train,  and  seems  to 
promise  well.  But  events  are  in  the  hand  of  God. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXLVI 

HINTS  FOR  CONSIDERATION  RESPECTING  THE  ORPHAN 
SCHOOLHOUSE   IN   PHILADELPHIA 

Charitable  institutions,  however  originally  well  in- 
tended and  well  executed  at  first  for  many  years,  are 
subject  to  be  in  course  of  time  corrupted,  misman- 
aged, their  funds  misapplied  or  perverted  to  private 
purposes.    Would  it  not  be  well  to  guard  against 
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fhese  by  prudent  regulations  respecting  the  choice 
of  managers,  and  establishing  the  power  of  inspect- 
ing their  conduct  in  some  permanent  body,  as  the 
monthly  or  quarterly  meeting? 

Would  it  not  be  more  respectable  for  the  institu- 
tion, if  the  appearance  of  making  a  profit  of  the  la- 
bor of  orphans  were  avoided,  and  the  dependence  for 
funds  to  be  wholly  on  charitable  contributions?  If 
this  should  be  concluded,  then  it  may  be  proper  to 
open  an  account  with  each  orphan  on  admission; 
the  orphans  to  have  credit  for  any  subsistence 
brought  in  with  them,  and  for  the  profit  made  of  it 
and  of  their  labor,  and  made  debtors  for  their  main- 
tenance and  education.  And  at  their  discharge  on 
coming  of  age,  to  be  paid  the  balance,  if  any,  in 
their  favor,  or  remain  debtors  for  the  balance,  if 
against  them,  which  they  may  be  exhorted  to  pay,  if 
ever  able,  but  not  to  be  compelled.  Such  as  receive 
a  balance  may  be  exhorted  to  give  back  a  part  in 
charity  to  the  institution  that  has  taken  such  kind 
care  of  them,  or  at  least  to  remember  it  favorably, 
if  hereafter  God  should  bless  them  with  ability, 
either  in  benefaction  while  living,  or  a  legacy  on  de- 
cease. The  orphans,  when  discharged,  to  receive, 
besides  decent  clothing  and  some  money,  a  certificate 
of  their  good  behavior,  if  such  it  has  been,  as  a 
recommendation;  and  the  managers  of  the  institu- 
tion should  still  consider  them  as  their  children, 
so  far  as  to  cotmsel  them  in  their  affairs,  encour- 
age and  promote  them  in  their  business,  watch 
over  and  kindly  admonish  them  when  in  danger 
of  misconduct. 
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MDXLVII 

CONTEMPLATED  RESTRAINT  UPON  EMIGRATION 

There  are,  I  understand,  some  apprehensions  that 
your  Ministers  may  procure  a  law  to  restrain  the  emi- 
gration of  manufacturers:  but  I  think  that,  weak  and 
wicked  as  they  are,  and  tyrannical  as  they  are  dis- 
posed to  be,  they  will  hardly  venture  upon  an  act 
that  shall  make  a  prison  of  England,  to  confine  men 
for  no  other  crime  but  that  of  being  useful  and  indus- 
trious, and  to  discourage  the  learning  of  useful  me- 
chanic arts,  by  declaring  that  as  soon  as  a  man  is 
master  of  his  business  he  shall  lose  his  liberty,  and 
become  a  prisoner  for  life;  while  they  suffer  their 
idle  and  extravagant  gentry  to  travel  and  reside 
abroad  at  their  pleasure,  spending  the  incomes  of 
their  estates,  racked  from  the  laborious,  honest 
tenants,  in  foreign  follies,  and  among  French  and 
Italian  whores  and  fiddlers.  Such  a  law  would  be 
too  glaringly  tmjust  to  be  borne  with. 

I  wish  you  success  in  what  you  may  resolve  to  un- 
dertake;  and  you  will  find  me  ever,  your  assured 

friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDXLVIII 

WAIL  OP   A   PROTECTED  MANUFACTURER 

Messrs.: — I  am  a  manufacturer  and  was  a  peti- 
tioner for  the  act  to  encourage  and  protect  the 
nMmuf  acturers  of  this  state.    I  was  very  happy  when 
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the  act  was  obtained,  and  I  immediately  added  to 
the  price  of  my  manufactures  as  much  as  it  would 
bear  so  as  to  bealittle  cheaper  than  the  same  article- 
imported  and  paying  the  duty.  By  this  addition 
I  hoped  to  grow  richer.  But  as  every  other  manu- 
facturer whose  wares  are  under  the  protection  of  that 
act,  has  done  the  same,  I  b^^  to  doubt  whether, 
considering  the  whole  years'  expenses  of  my  fandly, 
with  all  these  separate  additions  which  I  pay  to 
other  manufacttirers  I  am  at  all  a  gainer.  And 
I  confess  I  cannot  but  wish  that  except  the  pro- 
tecting duty  on  my  own  manufacture,  all  duties  of 
the  kind  were  taken  off  and  abolished.  This,  how- 
ever, I  must  submit  to  the  better  judgment  of  our 
l^;islators.    Yours,  etc. 

Q- 


MDXLIX 

ON  SENDING  FELONS  TO  AMERICA' 

Sir: — ^We  may  all  remember  the  time  when  our 
mother  country,  as  a  mark  of  her  parental  tender- 
ness, emptied  her  gaols  into  our  habitations,  **  far  the 
BETTER  peopling,''  as  she  expressed  it,  ''of  the  colo- 
nies.'' It  is  certain  that  no  due  returns  have  yet 
been  made  for  these  valuable  consignments.  We  are 
therefore  much  in  her  debt  on  that  accotmt ;  and  as 
she  is  of  late  damorotis  for  the  payment  of  all  we 
owe  her,  and  some  of  our  debts  are  of  a  kind  not  so 
easily  discharged,  I  am  for  doing  however  what  is  in 

>  Prom  the  Pennsyhxmia  GcueU$. 
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our  power.  It  will  show  our  good-will  as  to  the 
rest.  The  felons  she  planted  among  us  have  pro- 
duced such  an  amazing  increase,  that  we  are  now 
enabled  to  make  ample  remittance  in  the  same  com- 
modity. And  since  the  wheelbarrow  law  is  not 
found  effectually  to  reform  them,  and  many  of  our 
vessels  are  idle  through  her  restraints  on  our  trade, 
why  should  we  not  employ  those  vessels  in  trans- 
porting the  felons  to  Britain? 

I  was  led  into  this  thought  by  perusing  the  copy  of 
a  petition  to  Parliament,  which  fell  lately  by  accident 
into  my  hands.  It  has  no  date,  but  I  conjecture 
from  some  circumstances,  that  it  must  have  been 
about  the  year  1767  or  1768.  (It  seems,  if  pre- 
sented, it  had  no  effect,  since  the  act  passed.)  I 
imagine  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  your  readers, 
and  therefore  transcribe  it  for  your  paper,  viz. : 

"r<>  the  Honorable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bur- 
gesses of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled. 
"The  Petition  of  B.  F.,  Agent  for  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania 

**Most  humbly  showeth: 
'*That  the  transporting  of  felons  from  England 
to  the  plantations  in  America,  is,  and  hath  long  been, 
a  great  grievance  to  the  said  plantations  in  general. 
**That  the  said  felons,  being  landed  in  America, 
not  only  continue  their  evil  practices  to  the  aimoy- 
ance  of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects  there,  but  con- 
tribute greatly  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  servants 
and  poorer  people  among  whom  they  are  mixed. 
"That  many  of  the  said  felons  escape  from  the 
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servitude  to  which  they  were  destined  into  other 
colonies,  where  their  condition  is  not  known,  and, 
wandering  at  large  from  one  populous  town  to 
another,  commit  many  burglaries,  robberies,  and 
murders,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  people,  and  oc- 
casioning heavy  charges  for  apprehending  and  secur- 
ing such  felons,  and  bringing  them  to  justice. 

''That  your  petitioner  humbly  conceives  the 
easing  one  part  of  the  British  dominions  of  their 
felons  by  burthening  another  part  with  the  same 
felons  caimot  increase  the  common  happiness  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that  therefore  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  transporting  them  is  upon  the  whole 
altogether  useless. 

"That  your  petitioner,  nevertheless,  observes  with 
extreme  concern  in  the  votes  of  Friday  last,  that 
leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  extending  to  Scot- 
land, the  act  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  George  the  First,  whereby  the  aforesaid 
grievances  are,  as  he  understands,  to  be  greatly  in- 
creased by  allowing  Scotland  also  to  transport  its 
felons  to  America. 

'  *  Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prscys,  in  behalf 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  plantations  in  Amer- 
ica, that  the  House  would  take  the  premises  into 
consideration,  and  in  their  great  wisdom  and  good- 
ness repeal  all  acts,  and  clauses  of  acts,  for  trans- 
porting of  felons;  or,  if  this  may  not  at  present  be 
done,  that  they  would  at  least  reject  the  proposed 
bill  for  extending  the  said  acts  to  Scotland;  or,  if 
it  be  thought  fit  to  allow  of  such  extension,  that  then 
the  said  extension  may  be  carried  further,  and  the 
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plantations  be  also,  by  an  equitable  clause  in  the 
same  bill,  permitted  to  transport  their  felons  to 
Scotland. 

''And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ixray,  etc/' 


The  petition,  I  am  informed,  was  not  received  by 
the  House,  and  the  act  passed. 

On  second  thoughts,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  besides 
employing  our  own  vessels,  as  above  proposed,  every 
English  ship  arriving  in  our  ports  witii  goods  for 
sale,  should  be  obliged  to  give  bond,  before  she  is 
permitted  to  trade,  engaging  that  she  will  carry 
back  to  Britain  at  least  one  felon  for  every  fifty  tons 
of  her  burthen.  Thus  we  shall  not  only  discharge 
sooner  our  debts,  but  furnish  our  old  friends  with 
the  means  of  ''better  peopling,'*  and  with  more  ex- 
pedition, their  promising  new  colony  of  Botany  Bay. 

I  am  yours,  etc., 

A.Z. 


MDL 


THB  RETORT  COURTEOUS 

"John  Oxly,  pawnbroker  of  Bethnal  Green,  was 
indicted  for  assaulting  Jonathan  Boldsworth  on 
the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  one  silver  watch,  value  5/.  55.  The  prisoner 
pleaded,  that,  having  sold  the  watch  to  the  prose- 
cutor, and  being  immediately  after  informed  by  a 
person  who  knew  him,  that  he  was  not  likely  to  pay 
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for  the  same,  he  had  only  followed  him  and  taken 
the  watch  back  again.  Btrt,  it  appearing  on  the 
trial,  that,  presuming  he  had  not  been  known  when 
he  committed  the  robbery,  he  had  afterwards  sued 
the  prosecutor  for  the  debt,  on  his  note  of  hand,  he 
was  found  guilty,  death.'* — Old  Bailey  Sessions  Paper ^ 

1747- 

I  chose  the  above  extract  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  Old  Bailey  in  the  trial  of  criminals,  as  a  motto  or 
text  on  which  to  amplify  in  my  ensuing  discourse. 
Btrt  on  second  thoughts,  having  given  it  forth,  I 
shall,  after  the  example  of  some  other  preachers, 
quit  it  for  the  present,  and  leave  my  readers,  if  I 
should  happen  to  have  any,  the  task  of  discovering 
what  relation  there  may  possibly  be  between  my 
text  and  my  sermon. 

During  some  years  past  the  British  newspapers 
have  been  filled  with  reflections  on  the  inhabitants 
of  America  for  not  paying  their  old  debts  to  English 
merchants.  And  from  these  papers  the  same  re- 
flections have  been  translated  into  foreign  prints 
and  circulated  throughout  Europe;  whereby  the 
American  character,  respecting  honor,  probity,  and 
justice  in  commercial  transactions,  is  made  to  suffer 
in  the  opinion  of  strangers,  which  may  be  attended 
with  pernicious  consequences. 

At  length  we  are  told  that  the  British  court  has 
taken  up  the  complaint,  and  seriously  offered  it  as  a 
reason  for  refusing  to  evacuate  the  frontier  posts  ac- 
cording to  treaty.  This  gives  a  kind  of  authority  to 
the  charge,  and  makes  it  now  more  necessary  to  ex- 
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amine  the  matter  thoroughly;  to  inquire  impartially 
into  the  conduct  of  both  nations ;  take  blame  to  our- 
selves where  we  have  merited  it;  and,  where  it 
may  be  fairly  done,  mitigate  the  severity  of  the 
censures  that  are  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  us. 

We  may  b^^  by  observing,  that  before  the  war 
our  mercantile  character  was  good.  In  proof  of  this 
(and  a  stronger  proof  can  hardly  be  desired),  the 
votes  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1774-5  have  re- 
corded a  petition  signed  by  the  body  of  the  mer- 
chants of  London  trading  to  North  America,  in 
which  they  expressly  set  forth,  not  only  that  the 
trade  was  profitable  to  the  kingdom,  but  that  the 
remittances  and  payments  were  as  punctually  and 
faithfully  made,  as  in  any  other  branch  of  commerce 
whatever.  These  gentlemen  were  certainly  com- 
petent judges,  and  as  to  that  point  could  have  no 
interest  in  deceiving  the  government. 

The  making  of  these  punctual  remittances  was, 
however,  a  diffictilty.  Britain,  acting  on  the  selfish, 
and  perhaps  mistaken,  principle  of  receiving  nothing 
from  abroad  that  could  be  produced  at  home,  would 
take  no  articles  of  our  produce  that  interfered  with 
any  of  her  own;  and  what  did  not  interfere  she 
loaded  with  heavy  duties.  We  had  no  mines  of  gold 
or  silver.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  run  the 
world  over,  in  search  of  something  that  would  be 
received  in  England.  We  sent  our  provisions  and 
lumber  to  the  West  Indies,  where  exchange  was 
made  for  sugars,  cotton,  etc.,  to  remit.  We  brought 
molasses  from  thence,  distilled  it  into  rum,  with 
which  we  traded  in  Africa,  and  remitted  the  gold 
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dust  to  England.  We  employed  otirselves  in  the 
fisheries,  and  sent  the  fish  we  caught,  together  with 
quantities  of  wheat,  flour,  and  rice,  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  from  whence  the  amount  was  remitted  to 
England  in  cash  or  bills  of  exchange.  Great  quan- 
tities of  our  rice,  too,  went  to  Holland,  Hambtirg, 
etc.,  and  the  value  of  that  was  also  sent  to  Britain. 
Add  to  this,  that  contenting  ourselves  with  paper, 
all  the  hard  money  we  could  possibly  pick  up  among 
the  foreign  West  India  Islands,  was  continually  sent 
off  to  Britain,  not  a  ship  going  thither  from  America 
without  some  chests  of  those  precious  metals. 

Imagine  this  great  machine  of  mutually  advan- 
tageous commerce,  going  roundly  on,  in  full  train; 
our  ports  all  btisy,  receiving  and  selling  British 
manufactures,  and  equipping  ships  for  the  circuitous 
trade,  that  was  finally  to  procure  the  necessary  re- 
mittances; the  seas  covered  with  those  ships,  and 
with  several  hundred  sail  of  our  fishermen,  all  work- 
ing for  Britain ;  and  then  let  us  consider  what  effect 
the  conduct  of  Britain,  in  1774  and  1775  and  the  fol- 
lowing years,  must  naturally  have  on  the  futtire 
ability  of  our  merchants  to  make  the  payments  in 
question. 

We  will  not  here  enter  into  the  motives  of  that 
conduct;  they  are  well  enough  known,  and  not  to 
her  honor.  The  first  step  was  shutting  up  the  port 
of  Boston  by  an  act  of  Parliament;  the  next,  to 
prohibit  by  another  the  New  England  fishery.  An 
army  and  a  fleet  were  sent  to  enforce  these  acts. 
Here  was  a  stop  put  at  once  to  all  the  mercantile 
operations  of  one  of  the  greatest  trading  cities  of 
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America;  the  fishing  vessels  all  laid  ttp,  and  the 
usual  remittances,  by  way  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Straits,  rendered  impossible.  Yet  the  cry  was 
now  begun  against  us:  These  New  England  people 
do  not  pay  their  debts/ 

The  ships  of  the  fleet  employed  themselves  in 
cruising  separately  all  along  the  coast.  The  marine 
gentry  are  seldom  so  well  contented  with  their  pay, 
as  not  to  like  a  little  plunder.  They  stopped  and 
seized,  under  slight  pretences,  the  American  vessels 
they  met  with,  belonging  to  whatever  colony.  This 
cha:^ed  the  commerce  of  them  all.  Ships,  loaded 
with  caigoes  destined  either  directly  or  indirectly  to 
make  remittance  in  England,  were  not  spared.  If 
the  differences  between  the  two  cotmtries  had  been 
then  accommodated,  these  tmauthorized  plunderers 
would  have  been  called  to  account,  and  many  of 
their  exploits  must  have  been  found  piracy.  But 
what  cured  all  this,  set  their  minds  at  ease,  made 
short  work,  and  gave  full  scope  to  their  piratical 
disposition,  was  another  act  of  Parliament,  forbid- 
ding any  inquisition  into  those  past  facts,  declaring 
them  all  lawful,  and  all  American  property  to  be 
forfeited,  whether  on  sea  or  land,  and  authorizing  the 
king's  British  subjects  to  take,  seize,  sink,  bum,  or 
destroy  whatever  they  could  find  of  it.  The  property 
suddenly,  and  by  surprise  taken  from  our  merchants 
by  the  operation  of  this  act,  is  incomputable.  And 
yet  the  cry  did  not  diminish:  These  Americans  don't 
pay  their  debts! 

Had  the  several  States  of  America,  on  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act,  seized  all  British  property  in  their 
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power,  whether  consisting  of  lands  in  their  country, 
ships  in  their  harbors,  or  debts  in  the  hands  of  their 
merchants,  by  way  of  retaliation,  it  is  probable  a 
great  part  of  the  world  would  have  deemed  such  con- 
duct justifiable.  They,  it  seems,  thought  otherwise, 
and  it  was  done  only  in  one  or  two  States,  and  that 
under  particular  circtmistances  of  provocation.  And 
not  having  thtis  abolished  all  demands,  the  cry  sub* 
sists  that  the  Americans  should  pay  their  debts! 

General  Gage,  being  with  his  army  (before  the 
declaration  of  open  war)  in  peaceable  possession  of 
Boston,  shut  its  gates,  and  placed  guards  all  around 
to  prevent  its  commimication  with  the  cotmtry.  The 
inhabitants  were  on  the  point  of  starving.  The 
general,  though  they  were  evidently  at  his  mercy, 
fearing  that,  while  they  had  any  arms  in  their  hands, 
frantic  desperation  might  possibly  do  him  some 
mischief,  proposed  to  them  a  capitulation,  in  which 
he  stipulated  that  if  they  would  deliver  up  their 
arms  they  might  leave  the  town  with  their  family 
and  goods.  In  faith  of  this  agreement  they  delivered 
their  arms.  But  when  they  began  to  pack  up  for 
their  departure  they  were  informed  that,  by  the  word 
goods^  the  general  understood  only  hotisehold  goods, 
that  is,  their  beds,  chairs,  and  tables,  not  merchant 
goods;  those,  he  was  informed,  they  were  indebted 
for  to  the  merchants  of  England,  and  he  must  secure 
them  for  the  creditors.  They  were  accordingly  all 
seized,  to  an  immense  value,  what  had  been  paid  for 
not  excepted.  It  is  to  be  supposed,  though  we  have 
never  heard  of  it,  that  this  very  honorable  general, 
when  he  returned  home  made  a  jtist  distribution  of 
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those  goods,  or  their  value,  among  the  said  creditois. 
But  the  cry  nevertheless  continued:  These  Boston 
people  do  not  pay  their  debts/ 

The  army,  having  thus  ruined  Boston,  proceeded 
to  different  parts  of  the  continent.  They  got  posses* 
sion  of  all  the  capital  trading  towns.  The  troops 
gorged  themselves  with  plunder.  They  stopped  all 
the  trade  of  Philadelphia  for  near  a  yekr,  of  Rhode 
Island  longer,  of  New  York  near  eight  years,  of 
Charleston  in  South  Carolina,  and  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  I  forget  how  long.  This  continued  interrup- 
tion of  their  commerce  ruined  many  merchants.  The 
army  also  burnt  to  the  grotmd  the  fine  towns  of  Pal- 
mouth  and  Charlestown  near  Boston,  New  London, 
Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Esopus,  Norfolk,  the  chief  trad- 
ing town  in  Viiginia,  besides  innumerable  tenements 
and  private  farm-houses.  This  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  property  operated  doubly  to  the  disabling 
of  our  merchants,  who  were  importers  from  Britain, 
in  making  their  payments,  by  the  immoderate 
loss  they  sustained  themselves,  and  also  the  loss 
suffered  by  their  cotmtry  debtors,  who  had  bought 
of  them  the  British  goods,  and  who  were  now  ren- 
dered tmable  to  pay.  The  debts  to  Britain  of 
course  remained  tmdischarged,  and  the  clamor  con- 
tinued: These  knavish  Americans  will  not  pay  us/ 

Many  of  the  British  debts,  particularly  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  arose  from  the  sales  made  of 
negroes  in  those  provinces  by  the  British  Guinea 
merchants.  These,  with  all  before  in  the  country, 
were  employed  when  the  war  came  on,  in  raising  to- 
bacco and  rice  for  remittance  in  pajnnent  of  British 
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debts.  An  order  arrives  from  England,  advised  by 
one  of  their  most  celebrated  moralists.  Dr.  Johnson, 
in  his  Taxation  no  Tyranny,  to  excite  these  slaves  to 
rise,  cut  the  throats  of  their  purchasers,  and  resort 
to  the  British  army,  where  they  should  be  rewarded 
with  freedom.  This  was  done,  and  the  planters  were 
thus  deprived  of  near  thirty  thotisand  of  their  work- 
ing people.  Yet  the  demand  for  those  sold  and  tm- 
paid  still  exists;  and  the  cry  continues  against  the 
Virginians  and  Carolinians,  that  they  do  not  pay  their 
debts! 

Virginia  suffered  great  loss  in  this  kind  of  property 
by  another  ingeniotis  and  himiane  British  invention. 
Having  the  small-pox  in  their  army  while  in  that 
country,  they  inoculated  some  of  the  negroes  they 
took  as  prisoners  belonging  to  a  number  of  planta- 
tions, and  then  let  them  escape,  or  sent  them,  covered 
with  the  pock,  to  mix  with  and  spread  the  distemper 
among  the  others  of  their  color,  as  well  as  among  the 
white  cotmtry  people;  which  occasioned  a  great 
mortality  of  both,  and  certainly  did  not  contribute 
to  the  enabling  debtors  in  making  pajnnent.  The 
war  too  having  put  a  stop  to  the  exportation  of 
tobacco,  there  was  a  great  accumulation  of  several 
years*  produce  in  all  the  public  inspecting  ware- 
houses and  private  stores  of  the  planters.  Arnold, 
Phillips,  and  Comwallis,  with  British  troops,  then 
entered  and  overran  the  cotmtry,  burnt  all  the  in- 
specting and  other  stores  of  tobacco,  to  the  amount 
of  some  htmdred  ship-loads ;  all  of  which  might,  on 
the  return  of  peace,  if  it  had  not  been  thus  wantonly 
destroyed,  have  been  remitted  to  British  creditors. 
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But  these  d — d  Virginians,  why  don't  they  pay  their 
debts? 

Paper  money  was  in  those  times  our  universal  cur- 
rency. But,  it  being  the  instrument  with  which  we 
combated  our  enemies,  they  resolved  to  deprive  us  of 
its  use  by  depreciating  it;  and  the  most  effectual 
means  they  could  contrive  was  to  counterfeit  it. 
The  artists  they  employed  performed  so  well,  that 
immense  quantities  of  these  counterfeits,  which 
issued  from  the  British  government  in  New  York, 
were  circulated  among  the  inhabitants  of  all  tli^ 
States,  before  the  fraud  was  detected.  This  oper- 
ated considerably  in  depreciating  the  whole  n:iass, 
fibrst,  by  the  vast  additional  quantity,  and  next  by 
the  uncertainty  in  distinguishing  the  true  from  the 
false;  and  the  depreciation  was  a  loss  to  all  and  the 
ruin  of  many.  It  is  true  our  enemies  gained  a  vast 
deal  of  our  property  by  the  operation;  but  it  did 
not  go  into  the  hands  of  our  particular  creditors; 
so  their  demands  still  subsisted,  and  we  were  still 
abused  for  not  paying  our  debts! 

By  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  it  was 
solemnly  stipulated,  that  the  king's  troops,  in  evacuat- 
ing their  posts  in  the  United  States,  should  not 
carry  away  with  them  any  negroes.  In  direct  viola- 
tion of  this  article,  General  Carleton,  in  evacuating 
New  York,  carried  off  all  the  negroes  that  were  with 
his  army,  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds.  It  is 
not  doubted  that  he  must  have  had  secret  orders  to 
justify  him  in  this  transaction ;  but  the  reason  given 
out  was,  that,  as  they  had  quitted  their  masters  and 
joined  the  King's  troops  on  the  faith  of  prodama- 
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tions  promising  them  their  liberty,  the  national 
honor  forbade  returning  them  into  slavery.  The 
national  honor  was,  it  seemed,  pledged  to  both  parts 
of  a  contradiction,  and  its  wisdom,  since  it  could 
not  do  it  with  both,  chose  to  keep  faith  rather  with 
its  old  black,  than  its  new  white,  friends;  a  circum- 
stance demonstrating  clear  as  daylight,  that,  in  mak* 
ing  a  present  peace,  they  meditated  a  future  war, 
and  hoped,  that,  though  the  promised  manumission 
of  slaves  had  not  been  effectual  in  the  last,  in  the 
next  it  might  be  more  successful;  and  that,  had  the 
T^egroes  been  forsaken,  no  aid  could  be  hereafter  ex- 
I>ected  from  those  of  the  color  in  a  future  invasion. 
The  treaty  however  with  us  was  thus  broken  almost 
as  soon  as  made,  and  this  by  the  people  who  charge 
us  with  breaking  it  by  not  paying  perhaps  for  some 
of  the  very  negroes  carried  off  in  defiance  of  it.  Why 
should  England  observe  treaties,  when  these  Ameri- 
cans do  not  pay  their  debtsf 

Unreasonable,  however,  as  this  clamor  appears  in 
general,  I  do  not  pretend,  by  exposing  it,  to  justify 
those  debtors  who  are  still  able  to  pay,  and  refuse  it 
on  pretence  of  injuries  suffered  by  the  war.  Public 
injuries  can  never  discharge  private  obligations. 
Contracts  between  merchant  and  merchant  should  be 
sacredly  observed,  where  the  ability  remains,  what- 
ever may  be  the  madness  of  ministers.  It  is  there- 
fore to  be  hoped  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  stipulates,  that  no  legal  obstruction  shall 
be  given  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  before  the 
war,  will  be  punctually  carried  into  execution,  and 
that  every  law  in  every  State,  which  impedes  it,  may 
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be  immediately  repealed.  Those  laws  were  indeed 
made  with  honest  intentions,  that  the  half-ruined 
debtor,  not  being  too  suddenly  pressed  by  som$^ 
might  have  time  to  arrange  and  recover  his  a&irs  so 
as  to  do  justice  to  a//  his  creditors.  But,  since  the 
intention  in  making  those  acts  has  been  misappre- 
hended, and  the  acts  wilfully  misconstrued  into  a  de* 
sign  of  defrauding  them,  and  now  made  a  matter  of 
reproach  to  us,  I  think  it  will  be  right  to  repeal  them 
alL  Individual  Americans  may  be  ruined,  but  the 
country  will  save  by  the  operation;  since  these  un- 
thinking, merciless  creditors  must  be  contented  with 
all  that  is  to  be  had,  instead  of  all  that  may  be  due 
to  them,  and  the  accotmts  will  be  settled  by  insol* 
vency.  When  all  have  paid  that  can  pay,  I  think 
the  remaining  British  creditors,  who  suffered  by  the 
inability  of  their  ruined  debtors,  have  some  right  to 
call  upon  their  own  government  (which  by  its  bad 
projects  has  ruined  l^ose  debtors)  for  a  compensa- 
tion. A  sum  given  by  Parliament  for  this  purpose 
would  be  more  properly  disposed,  than  in  rewarding 
pretended  loyalists,  who  fomented  the  war.  And 
the  heavier  the  stmi  the  more  tendency  it  might 
have  to  discourage  such  destructive  projects  here- 
after. 

Among  the  merchants  of  Britain,  trading  formerly 
to  America,  there  are  to  my  knowledge  many  con- 
siderate and  generous  men,  who  never  joined  in  this 
clamor,  and  who,  on  the  return  of  peace,  though  by 
the  treaty  entitled  to  an  immediate  suit  for  their 
debts,  were  kindly  disposed  to  give  their  debtors 
reasonable  time  for  restoring  their  circumstances. 
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so  as  to  be  able  to  make  payment  conveniently. 
These  deserve  the  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 
And  indeed  it  was  in  their  favor,  and  perhaps  for 
their  sakes  in  favor  of  all  other  British  creditors, 
that  the  law  of  Peimsylvania,  though  since  much 
exclaimed  against,  was  made,  restraining  the  re- 
covery of  old  debts  during  a  certain  time.  For  this 
restraint  was  general,  respecting  domestic  as  well 
as  British  debts,  it  being  thought  unfair,  in  cases 
where  there  was  not  sufficient  for  all,  that  the  in- 
habitants, taking  advantage  of  their  nearer  situa- 
tion, should  swallow  the  whole,  excluding  foreign 
creditors  from  any  share.  And  in  cases  where  the 
favorable  part  of  the  foreign  creditors  were  disposed 
to  give  time,  with  the  views  above-naentioned,  if 
others  less  htunane  and  considerate  were  allowed  to 
bring  immediate  suits  and  ruin  the  debtor,  those 
views  would  be  defeated.  When  this  law  expired 
in  September,  1784,  a  new  one  was  made,  continuing 
for  some  time  longer  the  restraint  with  respect  to 
domestic  debts,  but  expressly  taking  it  away  where 
the  debt  was  due  from  citizens  of  the  State  to  any 
of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain '  ;  which  shows 

'  Extract  from  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  en* 
titled,  "An  Act  for  directing  the  Mode  of  recovering  Debts  contracted 
before  the  first  Day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  otir  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  htindred  and  seventy-seven." 

Exceptions  in  Fatuor  of  BrUisk  Creditors 

"Sect.  7.  And  provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  this  Act  nor  any  thing  therein  contained, 
shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  debt  or  debts  which 
were  due  before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  to  any  of  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain." 
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clearly  the  disposition  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  the 
fair  intentions  above  ascribed  to  them  in  making 
the  former  act,  are  not  merely  the  imagination  of  the 
writer. 

Indeed,  the  clamor  has  been  much  augmented  by 
numbers  joining  it,  who  really  had  no  claim  on  our 
country.  Every  debtor  in  Britain,  engaged  in  what- 
ever trade,  when  he  had  no  better  excuse  to  give  for 
delay  of  pajnnent,  accused  the  want  of  returns  from 
America.  And  the  indignation  thus  excited  against 
us  now  appeared  so  general  among  the  English  that 
one  would  imagine  their  nation,  which  is  so  exact  in 
expecting  punctual  payment  from  all  the  rest  of  the 
world,  must  be  at  hotjoe  the  model  of  justice,  the 
very  pattern  of  punctuality.  Yet,  if  one  were  dis- 
posed to  recriminate,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find 
sufficient  matter  in  several  parts  of  their  conduct* 
But  this  I  forbear.  The  two  separate  nations  are 
now  at  peace,  and  there  can  be  no  use  in  mutual 
provocations  to  fresh  enmity.  If  I  have  shown 
clearly  that  the  present  inability  of  many  American 
merchants  to  discharge  their  debts,  contracted  before 
the  war,  is  not  so  much  their  fault  as  the  fault  of  the 
crediting  nation,  who,  by  making  an  unjust  war  on 
them,  obstructing  their  commerce,  plimdering  and 
devastating  their  country,  were  the  cause  of  that  in- 
ability, I  have  answered  the  purpose  of  writing  this 
paper.  How  far  the  refusal  of  iJie  British  cotirt  to 
execute  the  treaty  in  delivering  up  the  frontier  posts 
may,  on  accoimt  of  that  deficiency  of  payment,  be 
justifiable,  is  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  world's  im- 
partial judgment. 
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MDLI 

TO  MRS.  JANB  MBCOM 

Phxladblphxa,  3  Atigost,  1789. 

Dbar  Sistbr: — I  am  glad  to  leam  that  you  have 
at  length  got  some  of  the  letters  I  so  long  since 
wrote  to  you.  I  think  your  post-ofl&ce  is  very  badly 
managed.  I  expect  your  bill,  and  shall  pay  it  when 
it  appears.  I  would  have  you  put  the  bool^  into  our 
cousin's  hands,  who  will  dispose  of  them  for  you,  if  he 
can,  or  return  them  hither.  I  am  very  much  pleased 
to  hear  that  you  have  had  no  misunderstanding  with 
his  father.  Indeed,  if  there  had  been  any  such  I 
should  have  concluded  it  was  your  fault ;  for  I  think 
our  family  were  always  subject  to  being  a  little  mifify. 

By  the  way,  is  otir  relationship  in  Nantucket  quite 
worn  out?  I  have  naet  with  none  from  thence  of 
late  years  who  were  disposed  to  be  acquainted  with 
me,  except  Captain  Timothy  Folger.  They  are  won- 
derfully shy.  But  I  admire  their  honest  plaiimess  of 
speech.  About  a  year  ago  I  invited  two  of  them  to 
dine  with  tne.  Their  answer  was,  that  they  would, 
if  they  could  not  do  better.  I  suppose  they  did  bet- 
ter; for  I  never  saw  them  afterwards,  and  so  had  no 
opportunity  of  showing  my  miff,  if  I  had  one. 

I  shall  make  the  addition  you  desire  to  my  super- 
scriptions, desiring  in  return  that  you  will  make  a 
subtraction  from  yours.  The  word  Excellency  does 
not  belong  to  me,  and  Doctor  will  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
tinguish me  from  my  grandson.'  This  family  joins 
in  love  to  you  and  yours.  B.  Franklin. 

'On  this  point  his  sister  replied:  "I  was  a  little  stispidotis  whether 
Excellency  was  according  to  rule  in  addxessing  my  brother  at  this  time ; 
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MDLII 

INSCRIPTION  FOR  THE  PHILADELPHIA  LIBRARY 


in  cQntemplatiQii  at  this  time  to  lay  the  founda- 
tioQ  of  a  new  building  for  the  Philadelphia  library,  the 
following  correspondence  took  place  between  Mr.  Rd. 
Wells  and  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  subject  of  a  suitable  in- 
scription for  the  same. 

Rd.  Wells  presents  his  best  respects  to  Dr.  Ftank- 
lin,  and  takes  the  liberty  of  suggesting  something  of 
the  substance  of  what  be  believes  would  give  general 
satisfaction.  As  it  is  well  known  to  the  present  in- 
habitants of  this  city  how  much  they  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  Franklin  for  the  first  idea,  as  well  as  execution 
of  the  plan  of  a  Public  Library,  Rd.  Wells  is  very 
certain  it  would  be  the  general  wish  to  perpetuate 
a  grateful  remembrance  of  it. 

Pbila.,  August  agth,  1789. 

REPLY 

Dr.  Franklin  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Wells; 
he  did  not  intend  any  mention  of  himself  in  the  pro- 
posed inscription,  and  even  wrote  it  at  first  without 
the  words  ''cheerfully,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  their 
members,"  but,  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Wells'  idea, 
has  added  them;  though  he  still  thinks  it  would  be 
better  without  them.  He  cannot,  however,  but  be 
pleased  with  every  n:iark  of  the  kind  regard  of  his 

but  I  did  not  write  the  address;  and  of  late,  because  he  lives  nearer 
than  Cousin  Williams,  I  have  sent  my  letters  to  Dr.  Lathrop,  who  is 
very  obliging  to  me,  and  I  thought  he  must  know  what  is  right,  and 
I  gave  no  directions  about  it.  But  I  shall  do  it  another  time." — 
Aumsi  2jd, 
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fellow-citizetis  towards  him.  It  is  his  own  being 
concerned  in  promoting  such  testimonies  that  he 
thinks  improper;  and  as  that  drawn  by  Mr.  Wells 
xnay  be  understood  as  proceeding  from  him,  he 
wishes  it  may  be  so  considered. 

Saturday,  P.M.,  Atigust  29,  1789. 


Be  it  Remembered 

in  Honour  of  the  Philadelphian  Youth 

[then  chiefly  artificers] 

that,  in  M,DCC,XXXII, 

fhey  cheerfully,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  their 

number, 

instituted  the  Philadelphia  Library, 

which,  tho'  small  at  first, 

is  become  highly  valuable 

and  extensively  useful ; 

and  which  the  Walls  of  this  Edifice 

are  now  destined  to  Contain  and  Preserve. 

The  First  Stone  of  whose  Foundation 

was  here  placed 

the  31st  Dav  of  August, 

M,DCC,LXXXIX 


MDLIII 


ON  A  LATE  AUSPICIOUS  MARRIAGE 

Our  noble  foimder  spread,  with  liberal  hand. 
Rights,  privileges,  favors  o'er  his  land ; 
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The  father's  virttaes  bury'd  on  his  grave, 
His  niggard  son  reclaims  whatever  he  gave. 

Yet  they  may  rise  again. 
The  grandsire  in  the  grandson  oft  is  seen, 
Tho*  no  resembling  features  conae  between ; 
And  the  lost  spirit  of  the  gallant  bird, 
By  generous  blood  commixt,  is  to  his  race  restored. 
So  tiiat  fam'd  Spanish  river,'  from  his  source 
Rolls,  plenty-spreading  where  he  bends  his  course ; 
Then  lost,  beneath  the  earth  runs  many  a  mile, 
While  the  parched  surface  mocks  the  farmer's  toil; 
At  length,  resurging,  bursts  th'  incumbent  day 
Strong  with  augmented  wave,  revisits  day, 
And  flows  beneficent,  qtiite  to  the  sea ; 
Glad  Nature  smiles  again,  and  all  is  seen 
FUesh,  blooming,  fruitful,  flourishing  and  green. 


MDLIV 

TO  M.   LE  VEILLARD* 

Philadblphia,  5  September,  1789.' 

Dear  Friend  : — I  have  had  notice  of  sundry  books 
sent  out  by  you,  but  none  of  them  are  come  to  hand 
except  the  Dictionnaire  d' Agriculture,  by  rAbb6 
Rogier.  My  grandson  also  complains  of  not  receiv- 
ing a  package  or  case  sent  by  you  to  him,  he  knows 
not  by  what  conveyance,  nor  where  to  enqtiire  for  it. 

It  is  long  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 

'  The  Guadiana,  which  is  said  to  nin  underground  eighteen  Spanish 


*  Bigelow's  Life  of  Franklin,  Vol.  III.,  Appendix  No.  5. 


12$  The  Works  of  [17*9 

from  you,  the  last  letter  I  have  received  being  dated 
the  3ist  of  February,  but  when  I  have  no  new  letter 
from  you,  I  console  myself  by  reading  over  some  of 
the  old  ones,  as  I  have  lately  done  those  of  the  ist 
April,  '88,  and  the  loth  of  Oct.  and  27th  Nov.,  '88. 
Every  time  I  read  what  you  write,  I  receive  fresh 
pleasure.  I  have  already  answered  those  last- 
mentioned  letters,  and  now  have  before  me  that  of  the 
2ist  of  February  only.  I  am  sorry  my  friend  Morris 
failed  in  the  attention  he  ought  to  have  shown  you, 
but  I  hope  you  will  excuse  it  when  you  consider  that 
an  American  transported  from  the  tranquil  villages 
of  his  country  and  set  down  in  the  tourbtUon  of  such 
a  great  city  as  Paris  must  necessarily  be  for  some 
days  half  out  of  his  senses. 

I  hope  you  have  perfectly  recovered  of  your  fall  at 
Madam  Helvetius',  and  that  you  now  enjoy  perfect 
health;  as  to  mine,  I  can  give  you  no  good  accotmt. 
I  have  a  long  time  been  afflicted  with  almost  con- 
stant and  grievous  pain,  to  combat  which  I  have 
been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  opium,  which  in- 
deed has  afforded  tr^  some  ease  from  time  to  time, 
but  then  it  has  taken  away  my  appetite  and  so  im- 
peded my  digestion  that  I  am  become  totally  emaci- 
ated, and  little  remains  of  me  but  a  skeleton  covered 
with  a  skin.  In  this  situation  I  have  not  been  able 
to  continue  my  Memoirs,  and  now  I  suppose  I  shall 
never  finish  them.  Benjamin  has  made  a  copy  of 
what  is  done,  for  you,  which  shall  be  sent  by  the 
first  safe  opportunity.  I  make  no  remarks  to  you 
concerning  your  public  affairs,  being  too  remote  to 
form  just  opinions  concerning  them;  indeed,  I  won- 
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der  that  you,  who  are  at  the  same  distance  from  us, 
make  so  very  few  mistakes  in  your  judgment  of  our 
affairs.  At  present  we  think  them  in  a  good  way, 
the  Congress  are  employed  in  amending  some  of 
their  faults  supposed  to  be  in  our  Constitution,  and 
it  is  expected  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  machine  will 
be  in  orderly  motion.  The  piece  of  M.  Target, which 
you  mention  as  having  sent  tjoe,  is  not  come  to  hand. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  scarcity  which  has  afflicted 
your  country.  We  have  had  here  a  most  plentiful 
harvest  of  sJl  the  productions  of  the  earth  without 
exception,  and  I  suppose  some  supplies  will  be  sent 
you  from  hence,  though  the  term  during  which  the 
importation  was  admitted  was  too  short,  considering 
the  distance. 

My  family  join  in  every  affectionate  sentiment 
respecting  you  and  yours,  with  your  sincere  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLV 


AN  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  SUPREMEST  COURT  OP  JUDICA- 
TURE IN  PENNSYLVANIA,  VIZ.,  THE  COURT  OP 
THE  PRESS' 

Power  of  this  Court 

It  may  receive  and  promulgate  accusations  of  all 
kinds  against  all  persons  and  characters  among  the 
citizens  of  the  State,  and  even  against  all  inferior 
courts,  and  may  judge,  sentence,  and  condemn  to 

<  From  the  Federal  GazeUe,  September  za,  1789. 
VOL.  xix. — 9, 
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infamy,  not  only  private  individuals,  but 
bodies,  etc.,  with  or  without  inquiry  or  hearing  at  the 
court's  discretion. 

In  whose  Favor  and  for  whose  Emolument  this  Court 

is  Established 

In  favor  of  about  one  citizen  in  five  hundred,  who, 
by  education  or  practice  in  scribbling,  has  acquired  a 
tolerable  style  as  to  grammar  and  construction,  so  as 
to  bear  printing,  or  who  is  possessed  of  a  press  and 
afew  t3rpes.  This  five  hunchiedth  part  of  the  citizens 
have  the  privilege  of  accusing  and  abusing  the  other 
f  oiir  htmdred  and  ninety-nine  parts  at  their  pleasure ; 
or  they  may  hire  out  their  pens  and  press  to  others 
for  that  purpose. 

Practice  of  the  Court 

It  is  not  governed  by  any  of  the  rules  of  common 
courts  of  law.  The  accused  is  allowed  no  grand  jury 
to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  accusation  before  it  is 
publicly  made,  nor  is  the  name  of  the  accuser  made 
known  to  him,  nor  has  he  an  opportimity  of  con- 
fronting the  witnesses  against  him ;  for  they  are  kept 
in  the  dark,  as  in  the  Spanish  court  of  Inquisition. 
Nor  is  there  any  petty  jury  of  his  peers,  sworn  to  try 
the  truth  of  the  charges.  The  proceedings  are  also 
sometimes  so  rapid  that  an  honest,  good  citizen  may 
find  himself  suddenly  and  imexpectedly  accused,  and 
in  the  same  morning  judged  and  condemned,  and 
sentence  pronounced  against  him,  that  he  is  a  rogue 
and  a  villain.    Yet,  if  an  officer  of  this  court  receives 
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the  slightest  check  for  misconduct  in  this  his  o£Sce, 
he  claims  immediately  the  rights  of  a  free  citizen  by 
the  constitution,  and  demands  to  know  his  accuser, 
to  confront  the  witnesses,  and  to  have  a  fair  trial  by 
a  jury  of  his  peers. 

The  Faundation  of  Us  Authority 

It  is  said  to  be  f otmded  on  an  article  in  the  State 
constitution,  which  establishes  the  liberty  of  the  press^ 
a  liberty  which  every  Peimsylvanian  will  fight  and 
die  for,  though  few  of  us,  I  believe,  have  distinct 
ideas  of  its  nature  and  extent.  It  seems,  indeed, 
somewhat  like  the  liberty  of  the  press  that  felons 
have,  by  the  common  law  of  England,  before  con- 
viction, that  is,  to  be  pressed  to  death  or  hanged. 
If  by  the  liberty  of  the  press  were  tmderstood  merely 
the  liberty  of  discussing  the  propriety  of  public 
measures  and  political  opinions,  let  us  have  as  much 
of  it  as  you  please;  but  if  it  means  the  liberty  of 
affronting,  calumniating,  and  defaming  one  another, 
I  for  my  part,  own  myself  willing  to  part  with  my 
share  of  it  whenever  our  legislators  shall  please  so 
to  alter  the  law,  and  shall  cheerfully  consent  to  ex- 
change my  liberty  of  abusing  others  for  the  privilege 
of  not  being  abused  myself. 

By  whom  this  Court  is  Commissioned  or  Constituted 

It  is  not  by  any  commission  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Coimcil,  who  might  previously  judge  of 
the  abilities,  integrity,  knowledge,  etc.,  of  the  persons 
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• 

to  be  appointed  to  this  great  trust,  of  deciding  upon 
the  characters  and  good  fame  of  the  citizens;  for 
this  court  is  above  that  council,  and  may  accuse, 
judge,  and  condemn  it  at  pleasuLre.  Nor  is  it  heredi- 
tary, as  in  the  court  of  dernier  resort,  in  the  peerage 
of  England.  But  any  man  who  can  procure  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  with  a  press,  a  few  tjrpes,  and  a  huge 
pair  of  BLACKING  balls,  may  commissionate  himself; 
and  his  court  is  immediately  established  in  the  plen- 
ary possession  and  exercise  of  its  rights.  For  if  you 
make  the  least  complaint  of  the  judge's  conduct,  he 
daubs  his  blacking  balls  in  your  face  whenever  he 
meets  you;  and,  besides  tearing  your  private  char- 
acter to  flitters,  marks  you  out  for  the  odium  of  the 
public,  as  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

Of  the  natural  Support  of  these  Courts 

Their  support  is  f  otmded  in  the  depravity  of  such 
minds,  as  have  not  been  mended  by  religion,  nor  im- 
proved by  good  education : 

"  There  is  a  lust  in  man  no  charm  can  tame, 
Of  loudly  publishing  his  neighbor's  shame." 

Hence; 

*'  On  eagle's  wings  inmiortal  scandals  fly, 
While  virtuous  actions  are  but  bom  and  die." 

Drtdbn. 

Whoever  feels  pain  in  hearing  a  good  character 
of  his  neighbor,  will  feel  a  pleasure  in  the  reverse. 
And  of  those  who,  despairing  to  rise  into  distinction 
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by  their  virtues,  are  happy  if  others  caa  be  depressed 
to  a  level  with  themselves,  there  are  a  number  suffi- 
cient in  every  great  town  to  maintain  one  of  these 
courts  by  their  subscriptions.  A  shrewd  observer 
once  said,  that,  in  walldng  the  streets  in  a  slippery 
morning,  one  might  see  where  the  good-natured 
people  lived  by  the  ashes  thrown  on  the  ice  before 
their  doors;  probably  he  would  have  formed  a  differ- 
ent conjecture  of  the  temper  of  those  whom  he  might 
find  engaged  in  such  a  subscription. 

Of  the  Checks  proper  to  he  Established  against  the 

Abuse  of  Power  in  these  Courts 

Hitherto  there  are  none.  But  since  so  much  has 
been  written  and  published  on  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  necessity  of  checks  in  all  other  parts  of 
good  government  has  been  so  clearly  and  learnedly 
explained,  I  find  myself  so  far  enlightened  as  to  stis- 
pect  some  check  may  be  proper  in  this  part  also ;  but 
I  have  been  at  a  loss  to  imagine  any  that  may  not  be 
construed  an  infringement  of  the  sacred  liberty  of  the 
press.  At  length,  however,  I  think  I  have  foimd  one 
that,  instead  of  diminishing  general  liberty,  shall 
augment  it;  which  is,  by  restoring  to  the  people  a 
species  of  liberty,  of  which  they  have  been  deprived 
by  our  laws,  I  mean  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel.  In  the 
rude  state  of  society  prior  to  the  existence  of  laws,  if 
one  man  gave  another  ill  language,  the  affronted 
I)erson  would  return  it  by  a  box  on  the  ear,  and,  if 
repeated,  by  a  good  drubbing;  and  this  without 
offending  against   any  law.     But   now  the   right 
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of  making  such  returns  is  denied,  and  they  are  pun- 
ished as  breaches  of  the  peace;  while  the  right  of 
abusing  seems  to  remain  in  full  force,  the  laws  made 
against  it  being  rendered  ineff ecttial  by  the  liberty 
of  the  press. 

My  proposal  then  is,  to  leave  the  liberty  of  the 
press  untouched,  to  be  exercised  in  its  full  extent, 
force,  and  vigor;  but  to  permit  the  liberty  of  the  cud^ 
gel  to  go  with  it  par  passu.  Thtis,  my  fellow-citizens, 
if  an  impudent  writer  attacks  your  reputation,  dearer 
to  you  perhaps  than  your  life,  and  puts  his  name  to 
the  charge,  you  may  go  to  him  as  openly  and  break 
his  head.  If  he  conceals  himself  behind  the  printer, 
and  you  can  nevertheless  discover  who  he  is,  you 
may  in  like  manner  way-lay  him  in  the  night,  attack 
him  behind,  and  give  him  a  good  drubbing.  Thtis 
far  goes  my  project  as  to  private  resentment  and  re* 
tribution.  But  if  the  public  should  ever  happen  to 
be  affronted,  as  it  ought  to  be,  with  the  conduct  of 
such  writers,  I  wotdd  not  advise  proceeding  immedi- 
ately to  these  extremities;  but  that  we  shotdd  in 
moderation  content  ourselves  with  tarring  and 
feathering,  and  tossing  them  in  a  blanket. 

If,  however,  it  shotdd  be  thought  that  this  pro- 
posal of  mine  m$iy  disturb  the  pubUc  peace,  I  would 
then  humbly  recommend  to  our  legislators  to  take  up 
the  consideration  of  both  liberties,  that  of  the  press, 
and  that  of  the  cudgel,  and  by  an  explicit  law  mark 
their  extent  and  limits ;  and,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  secure  the  person  of  a  citizen  from  assaults, 
they  wotdd  likewise  provide  for  the  security  of  his 
reputatum. 
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MDLVI 

TO  GBORGB  WASHINGTON 

The  business  relative  to  free  blacks  shall  be  trans- 
acted by  a  committee  of  twenty-four  persons,  an- 
nually elected  by  ballot,  at  the  meeting  of  this 
Society,'  in  the  month  called  April;  and,  in  order 
to  perform  the  different  services  with  expedition, 
regularity,  and  eneigy,  this  conmiittee  shall  resolve 
itself  into  the  following  sub-committees,  viz. : 

I.  A  Committee  of  Inspection,  who  shall  superin- 
tend the  morals,  general  conduct,  and  ordinary  situ- 
ation of  the  free  negroes,  and  afford  them  advice 
and  instruction,  protection  from  wrongs,  and  other 
friendly  offices. 

II.  A  Committee  of  Guardians,  who  shall  place 
out  children  and  young  people  with  suitable  persons, 
that  they  may  (during  a  moderate  term  of  appren- 
ticeship or  servitude)  learn  some  trade  or  other  busi- 
ness of  subsistence.  The  committee  may  effect  this 
partly  by  a  persuasive  influence  on  parents  and  the 
persons  concerned,  and  partly  by  cooperating  with 
the  laws,  which  are,  or  may  be,  enacted  for  this  and 
similar  purposes.  In  forming  contracts  on  these  oc- 
casions, the  committee  shall  sectire  to  the  Society,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  right  of  guardianship 
over  the  persons  so  bound. 

III.  A  Committee  of  Education,  who  shall  super- 
intend the  school  instruction  of  the  children  and 
youth  of  the  free  blacks.    They  may  either  influence 

'  The  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  and  the  RelieC 
of  Free  Blacks,  mentioned  in  the  next  article. 
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them  to  attend  regularly  the  schools  already  estab- 
lished in  this  city,  or  form  others  with  this  view; 
they  shall,  in  eitiber  case,  provide  that  the  pupils 
may  receive  such  learning  as  is  necessary  for  their 
future  situation  in  life,  and  especially  a  deep  impres- 
sion of  the  most  important  and  generally  acknow- 
ledged moral  and  religious  principles.  They  shall 
also  procure  and  preserve  a  regular  record  of  the 
marriages,  births,  and  manumissions  of  all  free 
blacks. 

IV.  A  Committee  of  Employ,  who  shall  endeavor 
to  procxire  constant  emplojTnent  for  those  free  ne- 
groes who  are  able  to  work;  as  the  want  of  this 
would  occasion  poverty,  idleness,  and  naany  vicious 
habits.  This  conmiittee  will,  by  sedulous  inquiry,  be 
enabled  to  find  common  labor  for  a  great  number; 
they  will  also  provide,  that  such  as  indicate  proper 
talents  may  learn  various  trades,  which  may  be  done 
by  prevailing  upon  them  to  bind  thenfiselves  for  such 
a  term  of  years  as  shall  compensate  their  nfiasters 
for  the  expense  and  trouble  of  instruction  and  main- 
tenance. The  committee  may  attempt  the  institu- 
tion of  some  useftd  and  simple  manufactures,  which 
require  but  little  skill,  and  also  may  assist,  in  com- 
mencing business,  such  as  appear  to  be  qualified 
for  it. 

Whenever  the  committee  of  inspection  shall  find 
persons  of  any  particular  description  requiring  at- 
tention, they  shall  immediately  direct  them  to  the 
committee  of  whose  care  they  are  the  proper  objects. 

In  matters  of  a  mixed  nature,  the  committees 
shall  confer,  and,  if  necessary,  act  in  concert.     Af- 
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fairs  of  great  importance  shall  be  referred  to  the 
whole  committee. 

The  expense  incurred  by  the  prosecution  of  this 
plan  shall  be  defrayed  by  a  fund,  to  be  formed  by 
donations  or  subscriptions  for  these  particular  pur- 
poses, and  to  be  kept  separate  from  the  other  funds 
of  this  Society. 

The  committee  shall  make  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  of  the  state  of  their  stock,  to  the  So- 
ciety, at  their  quarterly  meetings,  in  the  months 
called  April  and  October. 


MDLVII 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

Philadblfhia,  16  September,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — ^My  malady  renders  my  sitting  up  to 
write  rather  painful  to  me;  but  I  caimot  let  my  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Bache,  part  for  New  York  without  con- 
gratulating you  by  him  on  the  recovery  of  your 
health,  so  precious  to  us  all,  and  on  the  growing 
strength  of  our  new  government  under  your  adminis- 
tration. For  my  own  personal  ease  I  shotdd  have 
died  two  years  ago;  but,  though  those  years  have 
been  spent  in  excruciating  pain,  I  am  pleased  that  I 
have  lived  them,  since  they  have  brought  me  to  see 
our  present  situation.  I  am  now  finishing  my  eighty- 
f otirth  year,  and  probably  with  it  my  career  in  this 
life ;  but,  in  whatever  state  of  existence  I  am  placed 
hereafter,  if  I  retain  any  memory  of  what  has 
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passed  here,  I  shall  with  it  retain  the  esteem,  respect, 

and  affection  with  which  I  have  long  been,  my  dear 

friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLVIII 

TO  THB  FRENCH  MINISTER  OP  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

Philadblpbia,  a  I  September,  1789. 

Sir: — ^Though  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose 
that  I  have  any  influence  with  yotir  Excellency,  yet 
I  cannot  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Le  Roy  de  Chaumont, 
Jr.,  refuse  him  this  testimony  of  my  regard.  He 
has  resided  in  this  country  near  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  constantly  conducted  himself  with 
so  much  probity  and  discretion  as  to  gain  the  esteem 
of  all  ranks,  and  by  his  living  in  the  house  of  M.  de 
Marbois,  Consul  of  France  at  this  port,  who  has  oc- 
casionally employed  him  in  the  duties  of  that  office, 
he  has  thereby  acquired  a  knowledge  of  that  busi- 
ness, sufficient  to  enable  him  to  execute  it.  Should 
it  please  your  Excellency  to  appoint  him  in  the  room 
of  M.  de  Marbois,  who,  as  I  understand,  is  likely  to 
be  otherwise  provided  for,  by  Mr.  de  Chaumont*s 
knowledge  of  the  business,  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  hig^  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  here, 
I  am  confident  that  his  appointment  wotild  be 
both  useful  to  his  sovereign  and  agreeable  to  the 
government  and  citizens  of  this  State.  I  hope 
your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  have 
taken,  and  believe  me,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
Excellency,  etc. 
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MDLIX 

PROM  GBORGE  WASHINGTON 

Nbw  York,  23  September,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — ^The  affectionate  congratulations  on 
the  recovery  of  my  health,  and  the  warm  expressions 
of  personal  friendship,  which  were  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  i6th  instant,  claim  my  gratitude.  And 
the  consideration  that  it  is  written  when  you  were 
afiSicted  with  a  painful  malady  greatly  increases  my 
obligation  for  it. 

Would  to  God,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  could  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  removal  of  that  excruciating  pain 
under  which  you  labor,  and  that  your  existence 
might  dose  with  as  much  ease  to  yourself  as  its  con- 
tinuance has  been  beneficial  to  our  country  and  use- 
ful to  mankind;  or,  if  the  tmited  wishes  of  a  free 
people,  joined  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  every 
friend  to  science  and  humanity,  could  relieve  the 
body  from  pain  or  infirmities,  that  you  could  claim 
an  exemption  on  this  score.  But  this  cannot  be, 
and  you  have  within  yourself  the  only  resource  to 
which  we  can  confidently  apply  for  relief,  a  philo- 
sophic mind. 

If  to  be  venerated  for  benevolence,  if  to  be  ad- 
mired for  talents,  if  to  be  esteemed  for  patriotism, 
if  to  be  beloved  for  philanthropy,  can  gratify  the 
human  mind,  you  must  have  the  pleasing  consola- 
tion to  know  that  you  have  not  lived  in  vain.  And 
I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  be  ranked  among 
the  least  grateful  occurrences  of  your  life  to  be  as- 
sured that,  so  long  as  I  retain  my  memory,  you  will 
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be  recollected  with  respect,  veneration,  and  affection 

by  your  sincere  friend, 

Gborgb  Washington. 


MDLX 


TO  MRS.  JANB  MBCOM 

Pbiladblphia,  19  October,  1789. 

Dbar  Sistbr: — I  received  your  kind  letter  of 
September  the  loth,  by  Couisin  John  Williams.  I 
have  also  received  and  paid  your  bill,  and  am  pleased 
that  you  added  to  it  on  account  of  your  wood.  As 
to  my  health,  it  continues  as  usual, — sometimes  bet- 
ter, sometimes  worse, — and  with  respect  to  the  hap- 
piness hereafter  which  you  mention,  I  have  no  doubts 
about  it,  confiding  as  I  do  in  the  goodness  of  that 
Being  who,  through  so  long  a  life,  has  conducted  me 
with  so  many  instances  of  it.  This  family  joins  in 
best  wishes  of  happiness  to  you  and  yours  with  your 

affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXI 


TO  MR.   URBAN 


Nbw  York,  90  October,  1789. 

In  your  valuable  magazine  for  Jtily,  1788,  I  find  a 
review  of  Dr.  Kippis'  Life  of  Cook,  containing  the 
following  remark,  viz.:  "The  protection  aflForded  to 
this  discoverer  by  the  court  of  France  redounds 
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highly  to  Mr.  Ttargot's  honor,  while  the  narroish 
sotded  Americans  did  all  they  could  to  obstruct  him/' 
I  think  the  writer  of  this  remark  will  find  it  difficult 
to  produce  a  single  instance,  well  authenticated,  of 
any  such  endeavor  used  by  the  Americans;  but  I 
happen  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  produce  a  strong 
contrary  instance,  which  I  send  you  enclosed,  and 
doubt  not  of  your  doing  so  much  justice  to  the  Anaer- 
icans  as  to  make  this  refutation  of  the  caltmmy 
equally  public  with  the  calunmy  itself,  by  inserting 
it  also  in  your  magazine.  It  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
circular-letter  sent  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  all  the  com- 
manders of  the  American  cruisers,  then  in  the 
European  seas;  which  was  so  well  known  to  and  so 
well  taken  by  the  government  in  England  that  when 
Cook's  voyage  was  printed  the  Admiralty  sent  to 
that  gentleman  an  elegant  copy  of  it,  with  a  very 
polite  letter  from  Lord  Howe,  expressing  that  the 
present  was  made  with  his  Majesty's  approbation. 
The  Royal  Society  also  on  the  same  occasion  pre- 
sented him  with  one  of  the  gold  medals  struck  by 
them  of  that  illustrious  navigator,  accompanied  by 
a  letter  from  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  their  President,  ex- 
pressing likewise  that  it  was  sent  with  the  approba- 
tion of  his  Majesty.  These  I  have  seen;  and  I 
wonder  much  that  the  writer,  who  gives  so  particular 
an  account  of  the  distribution  of  those  gold  medals, 
should  be  unacquainted  with  this  circumstance.     I 

am  etc., 

An  Ambrican. 
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MDLXII 

TO  M.  DB  CHAUMONT 

Philadblphia,  31  October,  Z789. 

Dbar  Pribnd: — I  was  too  much  indisposed  yes- 
terday to  write  in  answer  to  your  affecting  letter, 
but  I  have  considered  the  case  very  attentively  and 
will  now  give  you  the  result.  In  the  first  place, 
what  you  demand  of  me  is  impracticable.  The  sum 
I  have  to  draw  upon  in  France  being  but  little 
more  than  half  of  what  you  require;  and  upon  that 
small  sum,  though  my  late  extraordinary  expenses 
in  building  have  mudi  straitened  me  in  furnishing 
my  ordinary  expenses,  I  dare  not  draw,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  affairs  in  that  country,  lest 
through  the  lowness  of  the  funds  I  should  lose  per- 
haps half  my  property  in  selling  out  to  pay  the  bills, 
or  in  case  of  public  bankruptcy,  which  I  find  is  ap- 
prehended by  many  as  a  possible  case,  my  bills 
should  be  returned  under  a  protest  which,  besides 
damages,  would  extremely  embarrass  me.  By  the 
last  accounts  I  received  I  suffered  a  loss  of  15  per 
cent,  in  the  sale  of  my  funds  to  produce  money  for 
the  payment  of  a  bill  for  10,000  livres,  which  I  sold 
towards  the  end  of  the  last  year,  and  we  now  learn 
from  the  public  prints  that  the  new  proposed  loan 
of  30,000,000  does  not  fill,  and  that  Mr.  Necker  is 
discouraged  and  in  bad  health,  which,  together,  has 
occasioned  the  funds  to  fall  much  lower.  In  the 
next  place,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  your  present  cir- 
cumstances (excuse  my  freedom  in  presuming  to 
give  you  my  advice),  it  wotild  be  more  advisable  for 
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you  to  remain  here  a  few  months  longer,  in  order  to 
finish  your  affair  with  the  Congress.  They  meet 
again  in  the  beginning  of  January,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  officers  through  whose  hands  such  af- 
fairs must  pass,  will  be  present,  and,  your  accounts 
having  been  already  examined  and  passed,  I  am  of 
your  opinion,  that  they  will  probably  be  some  of  the 
first  paid.  Money,  I  tibink,  will  not  be  wanting,  as  it 
is  thotight  that  the  immense  importation  of  goods 
lately  made  into  this  port  must  produce  at  least  one 
f  otirth  of  the  import  expected  from  the  whole  of  the 
United  States.  If  you  should  be  absent  at  the  next 
ntieeting  of  Congress  it  may  occasion  a  still  further 
delay  of  payment  for  want  of  somebody  present  to 
solicit  the  btisiness,  which  would  be  a  ftirther  preju- 
dice to  the  creditors.  If  you  should  conclude  to 
stay  I  would  write  a  letter  to  your  father,  which  he 
might  show  to  them,  expressing  that  your  stay  was 
by  my  counsel,  with  the  reason,  and  that  as  soon  as 
the  Congress  should  meet  I  would  support  your  ap- 
plication for  immediate  payment  with  my  strongest 
interest.  This  delay  of  two  or  three  months,  I 
should  think,  caimot  make  much  difference  in  your 
father's  affairs,  the  present  disorders  of  that  cotmtry 
being  considered ;  or  if  you  apprehend,  as  you  have 
n:ientioned,  that  the  creditors  may  suspect  yotir 
having  an  intention  of  assuming  to  your  own  use  the 
property  of  your  father,  you  may,  to  prevent  such 
suspicions,  offer  the  creditors  to  deliver  up  to  them  or 
to  any  person  they  shall  please  to  appoint,  all  the 
papers  ascertaining  your  [imperfect]. 
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MDLXIII 

TO  HON.   R.  MORRIS,  ESQ. 

Pbiladblpbia,  a  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — I  should  be  glad  if  it  might  suit  you 
to  spaxe  half  an  hour  soxne  day  this  week,  to  settle 
between  us  the  loss  that  accrued  on  the  sale  of  my 
funds  in  France,  for  the  payment  of  the  bills  I  fur- 
nished you  with.  The  sooner  the  better,  as  I  find 
myself  growing  weaker  daily,  and  less  fit  for  business. 

I  am  your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  the  two  last  letters  received  from 
Messrs.  Grand  &  Co.,  together  with  their  account, 
from  which  you  may,  at  your  leisure,  make  the  com- 
putation. By  the  letters  you  will  perceive  the  care 
that  was  taken  to  choose  the  most  favorable  time  for 
the  sale  of  those  funds.  As  I  reckon  it,  there  is  loi 
per  cent,  loss  on  16,000  livres  of  the  23,000  sold  on 
the  23d  of  March,  and  8  per  cent,  loss  on  the  80,000 
sold  April  the  8th. 

MDLXIV 

TO  JAMES   LOGAN,   ESQ. 

Philadblphia,  a  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — ^Apprehending  there  is  some  danger 
of  my  slipping  through  your  fingers  if  the  business 
we  are  engaged  in  is  longer  delayed,  I  feel  uneasy 
till  the  vacant  Trusteeships  are  filled  up,  and  the 
deed  recorded.    I  wish  therefore  it  may  be  agree- 
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able  to  you  that  we  have  a  meeting  soon  for  those 
ptirposes. 

With  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXV 


TO  BENJAMIN  VAUGHAN 

Philadblphia,  a  November,  1789. 

My  Dearest  Friend  : — I  received  your  kind  letter 
of  August  8th.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  intima- 
tions of  the  virtues  of  hemlock,  but  I  have  tried  so 
many  things  with  so  little  effect  that  I  am  qtiite  dis- 
couraged,  and  have  no  longer  any  faith  in  remedies 
for  the  stone.  The  palliating  system  is  what  I  am 
now  fixed  in.  Opium  gives  me  ease  when  I  am  at- 
tacked by  pain,  and  by  the  use  of  it  I  still  make  life 
at  least  tolerable.  Not  being  able,  however,  to  bear 
sitting  to  write,  I  now  make  use  of  the  hand  of  one 
of  my  grandsons,  dictating  to  him  from  my  bed. 

I  wish,  indeed,  I  had  tried  this  method  sooner;  for 
so,  I  think,  I  might  by  this  time  have  finished  my 
Memoirs,  in  which  I  have  made  no  progress  for  these 
six  months  past.  I  have  now  taken  the  resolution  to 
endeavor  completing  them  in  this  way  of  dictating  to 
an  amanuensis.  What  is  already  done  I  now  send 
you,  with  an  earnest  request  that  you  and  my  good 
friend  Dr.  Price  would  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  it,  critically  examining  it,  and  giv- 
ing me  your  candid  opinion  whether  I  had  best 

▼OL.  xn. — xo. 
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publish  or  suppress  it;  and  if  the  first,  then  what  parts 
had  better  be  expunged  or  altered.  I  shall  rely  upon 
your  opinions,  for  I  am  now  grown  so  old  and  feeble 
in  mind  as  well  as  body,  that  I  cannot  place  any  con- 
fidence in  my  own  judgment.  In  the  meantime  I 
desire  and  expect  that  you  will  not  stiffer  any  copy 
of  it,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  to  be  taken  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

You  present  me  with  a  pleasing  idea  of  the  happi- 
ness I  might  have  enjoyed  in  a  certain  great  house, 
and  in  the  conversation  of  its  excellent  owner,  and 
his  well  chosen  guests,  if  I  could  have  spent  some 
more  time  in  England.  That  is  now  become  im- 
possible. My  best  wishes,  however,  attend  him  and 
his  amiable  son,  in  whose  promising  virtues  and 
abilities  I  am  persuaded  the  father  will  find  much 
satisfaction. 

The  revolution  in  France  is  truly  surprising.  I 
sincerely  wish  it  may  end  in  establishing  a  good 
constitution  for  that  country.  The  mischiefs  and 
troubles  it  suffers  in  the  operation,  however,  give 
me  great  concern. 

You  request  advice  from  me  respecting  your  con- 
duct and  writings,  and  desire  me  to  tell  you  their 
faults.  As  to  your  conduct  I  know  nothing  that 
looks  like  a  fault,  except  your  declining  to  act  in  any 
public  station,  although  you  are  certainly  qualified 
to  do  much  public  good  in  many  you  must  have 
had  it  in  your  power  to  occupy.  In  respect  to  your 
writings,  your  language  seems  to  me  to  be  good 
and  pure,  and  your  sentiments  generally  just;  but 
your  style  or  composition  wants  perspicuity,  and  this 
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I  think  owing  principally  to  a  n^lect  of  method. 
What  I  would  therefore  recommend  to  you  is  that, 
before  you  sit  down  to  write  on  any  subject,  you 
would  spend  some  days  in  considering  it,  putting 
down  at  the  same  time,  in  short  hints,  every  thotight 
which  occurs  to  you  as  proper  to  make  a  part  of  your 
intended  piece.  When  you  have  thus  obtained  a 
collection  of  thotights,  examine  them  carefully  with 
this  view,  to  find  which  of  them  is  properest  to  be 
presented  first  to  the  mind  of  the  reader,  that  he, 
being  possessed  of  that,  naay  the  more  easily  under- 
stand it,  and  be  better  disposed  to  receive  what  you 
intend  for  the  second;  and  thus  I  would  have  you 
X>ut  a  figure  before  each  thought,  to  mark  its  future 
place  in  your  composition.  For  so,  every  preceding 
proposition  preparing  the  mind  for  that  which  is  to 
follow,  and  the  reader  often  anticipating  it,  he  pro- 
ceeds with  ease,  and  pleasure,  and  approbation,  as 
seeming  continually  to  meet  with  his  own  thought. 
In  this  mode  you  have  a  better  chance  for  a  perfect 
production;  because,  the  mind  attending  first  to  the 
sentiments  alone,  next  to  the  method  alone,  each 
part  is  likely  to  be  better  performed,  and  I  think 
too  in  less  time. 

You  see  I  give  my  counsel  rather  bluntly,  without 
attempting  to  soften  my  manner  of  finding  fault  by 
any  apology,  which  would  give  some  people  great 
offence;  but  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  be- 
tween us,  when  I  am  soliciting  the  advantage  of 
your  criticisms  on  a  work  of  mine,  it  is  perhaps  my 
interest  that  you  should  be  a  little  offended,  in  order 
to  produce  a  greater  degree  of  wholesome  severity. 


148  The  Works  of  [lya^ 

I  think  with  you,  that,  if  my  Memoirs  axe  to  be  pub- 
lished, an  edition  of  them  ^ould  be  printed  in  Eng- 
land for  that  country,  as  well  as  here  for  this,  and  I 
shall  gladly  leave  it  to  your  friendly  management. 

We  have  now  had  one  session  of  Congress  tmder 
our  new  Constitution,  which  was  conducted  with,  I 
think,  a  greater  degree  of  temper,  prudence,  and 
unanimity  than  could  well  have  been  expected,  and 
our  future  prospects  seem  very  favorable.  The  har- 
vests of  the  last  stunmer  have  been  uncommonly 
plentiful  and  good,  yet  the  produce  bears  a  high 
price,  from  the  great  foreign  demand.  At  the  sanoe 
time  immense  quantities  of  foreign  goods  are  crowded 
upon  us,  so  as  to  overstock  the  market,  and  supply 
us  with  what  we  want  at  very  low  prices.  A  spirit 
of  industry  and  frugality  is  also  very  generally  pre- 
vailing, which,  being  the  most  i>romising  sign  of  fu- 
ture national  felicity,  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction. 

Remember  me  most  respectfully  and  affectionately 

to  your  good  mother,  sisters,  and  brother,  and  also 

to  my  dear  Dr.  Price;  and  believe  me,  my  dearest 

friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  not  received  the  Philosophical 
Transactions  for  the  two  or  three  last  years.  They 
are  usually  laid  by  for  me  at  the  Society's  house, 
with  my  name  upon  them,  and  remain  there  till 
called  for.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
can  conveniently  take  them  up  and  send  them  to  me. 

Your  mention  of  plagiarism  puts  me  in  mind  of 
a  charge  of  the  same  kind  which  I  lately  saw  in 
the  British  Repository^  concerning  the  ''Qiapter  of 
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Abraham  and  the  Stranger."  Perhaps  this  is  the  at* 
tack  your  letter  hints  at,  in  which  you  defended  me. 
The  truth  is,  as  I  think  you  observe,  that  I  never  pub- 
lished that  Chapter,  and  never  claimed  more  credit 
trom  it  than  what  related  to  the  style,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  the  concluding  threatening  and  promise.  The 
publishing  of  it  by  Lord  Kames,  without  my  consent* 
deprivisd  me  of  a  good  deal  of  amusement,  which  I 
used  to  take  in  reading  it  by  heart  out  of  my  Bible* 
and  obtaining  the  remarks  of  the  Scripturians  upon 
it,  which  were  sometimes  very  diverting;  not  but 
that  it  is  in  itself,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  its 
moral,  well  worth  being  made  known  to  all  mankind. 
When  I  wrote  that  in  the  form  you  now  have  it,  I 
wrote  also  another,'  the  hint  of  which  was  also  taken 
from  an  ancient  Jewish  tradition;  but,  not  having 
the  same  success  with  it  as  the  other,  I  laid  it  aside, 
and  have  not  seen  it  for  thirty  years  past,  till  within 
these  few  days  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance  furnished 
me  with  a  copy,  which  she  had  preserved.  I  think, 
however,  it  is  not  a  bad  one,  and  send  it  to  you 
enclosed. 


MDLXVI 

TO  JOHN   WRIGHT,    LONDON 

Philadelphia,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Friend: — I  received  your  kind  letter  of 
July  the  31st,  which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  in- 
formed me  of  the  welfare  both  of  yourself  and  your 
good  lady,  to  whom  please  to  present  my  respects. 

'  Probably  the  Pcarable  on  Brotherly  Love. 
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I  thank  you  for  the  epistle  of  your  yearly  meeting, 
and  for  the  card,  a  specimen  of  printing,  which  was 
enclosed. 

We  have  now  had  one  session  of  Congress,  which 
was  conducted  under  our  new  Constitution,  and  with 
as  much  general  satisfaction  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected.  I  wish  the  struggle  in  France  may  end  as 
happily  for  that  nation.  We  are  now  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  our  new  government  for  eleven  of  the 
States,  and  it  is  generally  thought  that  North  Caro- 
lina is  about  to  join  it.  Rhode  Island  will  probably 
take  longer  time  for  consideration. 

We  have  had  a  most  plentiful  year  for  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  our  people  seem  to  be  recovering  fast 
from  the  extravagance  and  idle  habits  which  the 
war  had  introduced;  and  to  engage  seriously  in  the 
country  habits  of  temperance,  frugality,  and  indus- 
try, which  give  the  most  pleasing  prospect  of  future 
national  felicity.  Your  merchants,  however,  are,  I 
think,  imprudent  in  crowding  in  upon  us  such  quan- 
tities of  goods  for  sale  here,  which  are  not  written  for 
by  ours,  and  are  beyond  the  faculties  of  this  cotmtry 
to  consimie  in  any  reasonable  time.  This  surplus  of 
goods  is,  therefore,  to  raise  present  money,  sent  to 
the  vendues,  or  auction-houses,  of  which  we  have  six 
or  seven  in  and  near  this  city,  where  they  are  sold 
frequently  for  less  than  prime  cost,  to  the  great  loss 
of  the  indiscreet  adventurers.  Our  newspapers  are 
doubtless  to  be  seen  at  your  coffee-houses  near  the 
Exchange.  In  their  advertisements  you  may  ob- 
serve the  constancy  and  quantity  of  this  kind  of 
sales;  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  goods  imported  by 
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our  r^^ular  traders.  I  see  in  your  English  news- 
papers frequent  mention  of  our  being  out  of  credit 
with  you;  to  us  it  appears  that  we  have  abundantly 
too  much,  and  that  your  exporting  merchants  are 
rather  out  of  their  senses. 

I  wish  success  to  your  endeavors  for  obtaining  an 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  The  epistle  from  your 
yearly  ntieeting,  for  the  year  1758,  was  not  the  prst 
sowing  of  the  good  seed  you  mention;  for  I  find  by 
an  old  pamphlet  in  my  possession,  that  George 
Keith,  near  a  hundred  years  since,  wrote  a  paper 
against  the  practice,  said  to  be  "given  forth  by  the 
appointment  of  the  meeting  held  by  him  at  Philip 
James'  house,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  about  the 
year  1693";  wherein  a  strict  charge  was  given  to 
Friends  *  *  that  they  should  set  their  negroes  at  liberty, 
after  some  reasonable  time  of  service,"  etc.,  etc.  And 
about  the  year  1728  or  1729, 1  myself  printed  a  book 
for  Ralph  Sandyford,  another  of  your  Friends  in 
this  city,  against  keeping  negroes  in  slavery;  two 
editions  of  which  he  distributed  gratis.  And  about 
the  year  1736,  I  printed  another  book  on  the  same 
subject  for  Benjamin  Lay,  who  also  professed  being 
one  of  your  Friends,  and  he  distributed  the  books 
chiefly  among  them.  By  these  instances  it  appears 
that  the  seed  was  indeed  sown  in  the  good  ground 
of  your  profession,  though  much  earlier  than  the 
time  you  mention,  and  its  springing  up  to  effect  at 
last,  though  so  late,  is  some  confirmation  of  LK>rd 
Bacon's  observation,  that  a  good  notion  never  dies; 
and  it  may  encourage  us  in  making  such,  though 
hopeless  of  their  taking  immediate  effect. 
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I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  finish  my  Me- 
moirs, and,  if  I  finish  them,  whether  they  will  be 
proper  for  publication.  You  seem  to  have  too  high 
an  opinion  of  them,  and  to  expect  too  much  fircnn 
them. 

I  think  you  are  right  in  preferring  a  mixed  form  of 
government  for  your  country,  under  its  present  cir- 
cumstances; and  if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  re- 
duce the  enormous  salaries  and  emoluments  of  great 
officers,  which  are,  at  bottom,  the  source  of  all  your 
violent  factions,  that  form  might  be  conducted  more 
quietly  and  happily;  but  I  am  afraid  that  none  of 
your  factions,  when  they  get  uppermost,  will  ever 
have  virtue  enough  to  reduce  those  salaries  and 
emoluments,  but  will  rather  choose  to  enjoy  them. 

I  endose  a  bill  for  twenty-five  pounds,  for  which, 

when  received,  please  to  credit  my  account,  and  out 

of  it  pay  Mr.  Benjamin  Vaughan,  of  Jeffries  Square, 

and  Mr.  William  Vaughan,  his  brother,  of  Mincing 

Lane,  such  accounts  against  me  as  they  shall  present 

to  you  for  that  purpose.    Iam,mydear  friend,  yours 

very  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXVII 

PROM  THB  PRINCESS   OP  DASCHKOPP ' 

St.  Pbtbrsburoh,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — ^Having  always  supposed,  and  even 
cherished  the  idea,  that  you  were  a  member  of  the 

'The  Princess  of  Daschkoff  had  for  several  years  held  the  office  of 
Frandent  and  Director  of  the  Academy  of  Scienoes  at  St.  Petersbuxs^ 
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Imperial  Academy  of  Sdenoes,  which  is  at  St.  Peters- 
buigh  under  my  direction,  I  was  greatly  surprised 
when,  reviewing  the  list  of  its  members  some  days 
ago,  I  did  not  find  your  name  in  the  number.  I 
hastened  therefore  to  acquire  this  honor  for  the 
Academy,  and  you  were  received  among  its  mem^ 
bers  with  an  unanimous  applause  and  joy.  I  b^ 
you,  sir,  to  accept  of  this  title,  and  to  bdieve  that  I 
look  upon  it  as  an  honor  acquired  by  our  Academy. 
I  shall  order  the  patent  to  be  despatched  to  you 
as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  meantime  be  assured 
that  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  profit  of 
the  present  occasion  to  give  you  token  of  my  r^ard 
and  veneration  for  your  eminent  character,  and  I 
shall  always  recollect  with  pride  the  advantage  I 
had  to  be  personally  noticed  by  you.  With  a 
sincere  consideration  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 

Princess  op  Daschkopp. 


MDLXVIII 

TO  SAMUEL  MOORE 

Philadelphia,  5  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — ^I  received  your  favor  of  July  2Sth,  but 
had  no  opix)rtunity  of  showing  any  civility  to  the 
bearer,  whom  you  mention  as  coming  under  the 
auspices  of  William  Franklin,  as  he  did  not  show 
himself  to  me. 

I  am  obliged  by  your  kind  inquiries  after  my 
health,  which  is  still  tolerably  good,    the   stone 


154  The  Works  of  Um 

excepted;  my  constitution  being  such  as,  if  it  were 
not  for  that  malady,  might  have  held  out  yet  some 
years  longer. 

I  hope  the  fire  of  liberty,  which  you  mention  as 
spreading  itself  over  Europe,  will  act  upon  the  in- 
estimable rights  of  man,  as  common  fire  does  npoa 
gold;  purify  without  destroying  them;  so  that  a 
lover  of  Uberty  may  find  a  country  in  any  part  of 
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I  see  with  pleasure  in  the  public  prints,  that  our 
Society '  is  still  kept  up  and  flourishes.  I  was  an 
early  member;  for,  when  Mr.  Shipley  sent  me  a  list 
of  the  subscribers,  they  were  but  seventy;  and, 
though  I  had  no  expectation  then  of  going  to  Eng- 
land and  acting  with  them,  I  sent  a  contribution  of 
twenty  guineas;  in  consideration  of  which  the  So- 
ciety were  afterwards  pleased  to  consider  me  a 


iir^^itit:;^ 


I  wish  to  the  exertions  of  your  manufacturers,  who 
are  generally  excellent,  and  to  the  spirit  and  enter- 
prise of  your  merchants,  who  are  famed  for  fair  and 
honorable  dealing,  all  the  success  they  merit  in  pro- 
moting the  prosperity  of  your  country. 

I  am  glad  our  £riend  Small  enjoys  so  much  health, 
and  his  faculties  so  perfectly,  as  I  perceive  he  does 
by  his  letters.  I  know  not  whether  he  is  yet  returned 
from  his  visit  to  Scotland,  and  therefore  give  you  the 
trouble  of  the  enclosed.  My  best  wishes  attend  you, 
being  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

'The  London  Society  for  Promoting  Arts,  Mantifacttires,  and  Com- 
meroe,  of  which  Mr.  Moore  was  Secretary. 
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MDLXIX 

TO  ALBXANDBR  SMALL 

Philadblpria,  5  November,  1789. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  received  your  several  favors  of  April 
23d,  May  Qth,  and  June  2d,  together  with  the  manu- 
script concerning  Ventilatum  which  will  be  inserted 
in  our  next  volume. 

I  have  long  been  of  your  opinion,  that  your  legal 
provision  for  the  poor  is  a  very  great  evil,  operating 
as  it  does  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness.  We 
have  followed  your  example,  and  b^in  now  to  see 
our  error,  and,  I  hope,  shall  reform  it.  I  find  by  your 
letters,  that  every  man  has  patience  enough  to  bear 
calmly  and  coolly  the  injuries  done  to  other  people. 
You  have  perfectly  forgiven  the  royalists,  and  you 
seem  to  wonder  that  we  should  still  retain  any  re- 
sentment against  them  for  their  joining  with  the  sav* 
ages  to  bum  our  houses,  and  murder  and  scalp  our 
ftiends,  our  wives,  and  our  children.  I  forget  who  it 
was  that  said:  "We  are  commanded  to  forgive  our 
enemies,  but  we  are  nowhere  cocMnanded  to  forgive 
our  friends."  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  atrociotis 
injuries  done  to  us  by  our  friends  are  naturally  more 
deeply  resented  than  the  same  done  by  enemies. 
They  have  left  us,  to  live  tmder  the  government  of 
their  king  in  England  and  Nova  Scotia.  We  do  not 
miss  them,  nor  wish  their  return;  nor  do  we  envy 
them  their  present  happiness. 

The  accotmts  you  give  me  of  the  great  prospects 
you  have  respecting  your  manufactures,  agriculture, 
and  commerce,  are  pleasing  to  me;  for  I  still  love 
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England  and  wish  it  prosperity.  You  tell  me  that 
the  government  of  France  is  abundantly  punished 
for  its  treachery  to  England  in  assisting  us.  You 
might  also  have  remarked  that  the  government  of 
England  had  been  punished  for  its  treachery  to 
Prance  in  assisting  the  Corsicans,  and  in  seizing  her 
ships  in  time  of  full  peace,  without  any  previous  de- 
claration of  war.  I  believe  governments  are  pretty 
near  eqtial  in  honesty,  and  cannot  with  much  pro- 
priety praise  their  own  in  preference  to  that  of  their 
neighbors. 

You  do  me  too  much  honor  in  naming  me  with 
Timoleon.  I  am  like  him  only  in  retiring  from  my 
public  labors;  which  indeed  my  stone  and  other  in- 
firmities of  age  have  made  indispensably  necessary. 

I  hope  you  are  by  this  time  returned  from  your 
visit  to  your  native  country,  and  that  the  journey 
has  given  a  firmer  consistence  to  your  health.  Mr. 
Peim*s  property  in  this  country,  which  you  inquire 
about,  is  still  immensely  great;  and  I  understand 
he  has  received  ample  compensation  in  England  for 
the  part  he  lost. 

I  think  you  have  made  a  happy  choice  of  rural 
amusements :  the  protection  of  the  bees,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  hop  insect.  I  wish  success  to  your 
experiments,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result. 
Your  ''Theory  of  Insects"  appears  the  most  ingeni- 
ous and  plausible  of  any  that  have  hitherto  been 
proposed  by  philosophers. 

Our  new  Constitiution  is  now  established  with 
eleven  States,  and  the  accession  of  a  twelfth  is  soon 
expected.    We  have  had  one  session  of  Congress 
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under  it,  which  was  conducted  with  remarkable  pru- 
dence and  a  good  deal  of  unanimity.  Our  late  har- 
vests were  plentiful,  and  our  produce  still  fetches  a 
good  price,  through  an  abundant  foreign  demand 
and  the  flourishing  state  of  our  commerce.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXX 

AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  FROM  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING  THE  ABOLITION  OF 
SLAVERY,  AND  THE  RELIEF  OF  FREE  NEGROES 
UNLAWFULLY  HELD  IN  BONDAGE 

Philadelphia,  9  November,  1789. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  we  assure  the 
friends  of  humanity,  that,  in  prosecuting  the  design 
of  our  association,  our  endeavors  have  proved  suc- 
cessful far  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Encouraged  by  this  success,  and  by  the  daily  pro- 
gress of  that  luminous  and  benign  spirit  of  liberty, 
which  is  diffusing  itself  throughout  the  world,  and 
humbly  hoping  for  the  continuance  of  the  divine 
blessing  on  our  labors,  we  have  ventured  to  make  an 
important  addition  to  our  original  plan,  and  do 
therefore  earnestly  solicit  the  support  and  assistance 
of  all  who  can  feel  the  tender  emotions  of  sympathy 
and  compassion,  or  relish  the  exalted  pleasure  of 
beneficence. 

Slavery  is  such  an  atrocious  debasement  of  human 
nature,  that  its  very  extirpation,  if  not  performed 
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with  solicitous  care,  may  sometimes  open  a  source  of 
seriotis  evils. 

The  unhappy  man,  who  has  long  been  treated  as  a 
brute  animal,  too  frequently  sinks  beneath  the  com- 
mon standard  of  the  human  species.  The  galling 
chains,  that  bind  his  body,  do  also  fetter  his  intellec- 
tual facilities,  and  impair  the  social  affections  of  his 
heart.  Accustomed  to  move  like  a  mere  machine,  by 
the  will  of  a  master,  reflection  is  suspended;  he  has 
not  the  x>ower  of  choice ;  and  reason  and  conscience 
have  but  Uttle  influence  over  his  conduct,  because  he 
is  chiefly  governed  by  the  passion  of  fear.  He  is 
poor  and  friendless;  perhaps  worn  out  by  extreme 
labor,  age,  and  disease. 

Under  such  circumstances,  freedom  may  often 
prove  a  misforttme  to  himself,  and  prejudicial  to 
society. 

Attention  to  emancipated  black  people,  it  is  there- 
fore to  be  hoped,  will  become  a  branch  of  our  national 
policy ;  but,  as  far  as  we  contribute  to  promote  this 
emancipation,  so  far  that  attention  is  evidently  a 
serious  duty  incumbent  on  us,  and  which  we  mean  to 
discharge  to  the  best  of  our  judgment  and  abilities. 

To  instruct,  to  advise,  to  qualify  those  who  have 
been  restored  to  freedom,  for  the  exercise  and  enjoy- 
naent  of  civil  liberty,  to  promote  in  them  habits  of 
industry,  to  ftimish  them  with  employments  suited 
to  their  age,  sex,  talents,  and  other  circumstances, 
and  to  procure  their  children  an  education  calculated 
for  their  future  situation  in  life ;  these  are  the  great 
outlines  of  the  annexed  plan,  which  we  have  adopted, 
and  which  we  conceive  will  essentially  promote  the 
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public  good,  and  the  happiness  of  these  our  hitherto 
too  much  n^lected  feUow-creatures« 

A  plan  so  extensive  cannot  be  carried  into  ^cecu- 
tion  without  considerable  pecuniary  resources,  be- 
yond the  present  ordinary  funds  of  the  Society.  We 
hope  much  from  the  generosity  of  enlightened  and 
benevolent  freemen,  and  will  gratefully  receive  any 
donations  or  subscriptions  for  this  purpose,  which 
may  be  made  to  our  treasurer,  James  Starr,  or  to 
James  Pemberton,  chairman  of  our  committee  of 
correspondence. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Society, 

B.  Franklin,  President. 


MDLXXI 


TO  M.   LB  VBILLARD 


Philadelphia,  13  November,  1789. 

Dear  Friend: — ^This  must  be  but  a  short  letter, 
for  I  have  mislaid  your  last  and  mtist  postpone  an- 
swering them  till  I  have  found  them;  but  to  make 
you  some  amends  I  send  you  what  is  done  of  the 
Memoirs,  under  this  express  condition  however,  that 
you  do  not  suffer  any  copy  to  be  taken  of  them,  or 
of  any  part  of  them,  on  any  account  whatever,  and 
that  you  will,  with  our  excellent  friend  the  Duke  de 
la  Rochefoucauld,  read  them  over  carefully,  examine 
them  critically,  and  send  me  your  friendly,  candid 
opinion  of  the  parts  you  wotdd  advise  me  to  correct 
or  expunge;  this  in  case  you  should  be  of  opinion 
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that  they  are  generally  proper  to  be  published;  and 
if  you  judge  otherwise,  that  you  wotdd  send  me  that 
opinion  as  soon  as  possible,  and  prevent  my  taking 
further  trouble  in  endeavoring  to  finish  them.  I 
send  you  also  the  paper  you  desire  inspecting  our 
pajmient  of  old  English  debts. 

The  troubles  you  have  had  in  Paris  have  afiSicted 
me  a  great  deal.  I  hope  by  this  time  they  are  over, 
and  every  thing  settled  as  it  should  be,  to  the  advan* 
tage  both  of  the  king  and  the  nation. 

My  love  to  good  Mme.  Le  Veillard  and  your  child- 
ren, in  which  Sec'y  Benjandn  joins  ;  and  believe  me 

as  ever,  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXXII 


TO  M.   LE  ROY 


Philadelphia,  13  November,  1789. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  I  have  heard  from 
my  dear  friend  Le  Roy.  What  can  be  the  reason? 
Are  you  still  living?  Or  have  the  mob  of  Paris  mis- 
taken the  head  of  a  monopolizer  of  knowledge  for  a 
monoxx)lizer  of  com,  and  paraded  it  about  the  streets 
uxx)n  a  pole. 

Great  part  of  the  news  we  have  had  from  Paris,  for 
near  a  year  past,  has  been  very  aflSicting.  I  sincerely 
wish  and  pray  it  may  all  end  well  and  happy,  both 
for  the  king  and  the  nation.  The  voice  of  PhiUh 
sophy  I  apprehend  can  hardly  be  heard  among  those 
tumults.    If  any  thing  n:iaterial  in  that  way  had 
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occurred,  I  am  peisuaded  you  would  have  acquainl^ 
me  with  it.  However,  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  a 
little  oftener;  for,  though  the  distance  is  great,  and 
the  means  of  conveying  letters  not  very  regular,  a 
year's  silence  between  friends  must  needs  give 
tmeasiness. 

Otir  new  Constitution  is  now  established,  and  has 
an  appearance  that  promises  permanency;  but  in 
this  world  nothing  can  be  said  to  be  certain,  except 
death  and  taxes. 

My  health  continues  much  as  it  has  been  for  some 
time,  except  that  I  grow  thinner  and  weaker,  so  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  hold  out  much  longer. 

My  respects  to  your  good  brother,  and  to  our 
friends  of  the  Academy,  which  always  has  my  best 
wishes  for  its  prosperity  and  glory.  Adieu,  my  dear 
friend,  and  beUeve  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXXIII 


TO   M.   DB  CHAUMONT 


Philadblphia,  z4  November,  1789. 

My  Good  and  Dear  Old  Friend: — ^Your  very 
valuable  son  came  to  this  town  lately  with  the  full 
intentions  of  taking  his  passage  for  France  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commands  of  his  much  respected  father 
and  mother,  and  supposing  that  his  presence  there 
would  be  useful  to  the  affairs  of  the  family.  But  on 
his  communicating  his  purpose  to  me  and  acquaint- 
ing me  at  the  same  time  with  the  present  situation 

VOL.  xn. — XX, 
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of  his  demand  upon  Congi^ess,  where  your  accounts 
against  them  have  been  examined  and  approved,  and 
the  payment  only  delayed  till  by  the  operation  of 
our  new  Constitution  the  Congress  shall  be  furnished 
with  money  to  dischaige  them,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  it  would  be  more  advisable  for  him  to  post- 
pone his  voyage  two  or  three  months  when  he  xoight 
hope  to  see  his  business  here  completed  to  his  and 
your  satisfaction,  than  to  leave  it  in  its  present  state, 
which  might  occasion  a  much  longer  delay;  for  the 
Impost  Law,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, being  now  in  full  force  through  all  the  States 
of  the  Union  [imperfect]  importation  of  goods  in 
[imperfect]  duties  are  paid  having  lately  been  im- 
noensely  great,  the  flow  of  money  into  the  treasury 
must  be  proportionable,  so  that  when  they  soeet 
again,  which  will  be  early  in  January  next,  they  will 
find  themselves  in  possession  of  a  very  considerable 
sum;  and  as  their  debt  to  you  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est they  contracted,  I  suppose  it  will  of  course  be 
one  of  the  first  they  will  think  of  discharging;  and  I 
have  promised  him  to  tise  my  best  interest  and  en- 
deavors with  them  for  that  purpose.  He  has  ac- 
cordingly thought  fit  to  take  my  advice,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  approved  by  you  and  his  good  mother,  and 
that  this  short  delay  will  not  occasion  any  great 
inconvenience ;  whereas  if  he  should  be  absent  when 
the  first  pa3nments  are  made,  his  affair  might  be 
postponed  for  another  year.  We  hope  indeed  that 
when  he  does  visit  you,  you  will  not  think  of  detain- 
ing and  fixing  him  in  Prance;  for  we  are  not  willing 
to  part  with  him;  his  behavior  having  been  such, 
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his  residence  among  us,  as  to  obtain  for  him 
the  good-will,  respect,  and  esteem  of  all  who  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him. 

Pray  make  my  respects  acceptable  to  good  Ma- 
dame [imperfect}. 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXXIV 

TO  DAVID  HARTLEY 

Philadblphia,  4  December,  1789. 

My  Very  Dear  Friend  : — I  received  your  favor  ci 
August  last.  Your  kind  condolences  on  the  painful 
state  of  my  health  are  very  obliging.  I  am  thankful 
to  God,  however,  that,  among  the  ntunerous  ills  hu- 
man life  is  subject  to,  one  only  of  any  importance  is 
fallen  to  my  lot ;  and  that  so  late  as  almost  to  insure 
that  it  can  be  but  of  short  duration. 

The  convulsions  in  France  are  attended  with  some 
disagreeable  circimistances ;  but  if  by  the  struggle 
she  obtains  and  secures  for  the  nation  its  future 
liberty  and  a  good  constitution,  a  few  years'  enjoy- 
ment of  those  blessings  will  amply  repair  all  the 
damages  their  acqtiisition  may  have  occasioned. 
God  grant  that  not  only  the  love  of  liberty,  but  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  man,  may  per- 
vade all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  so  that  a  philosopher 
nfiay  set  his  foot  anywhere  on  its  surface,  and  say. 
This  is  my  country. 

Your  wishes  for  a  cordial  and  perpetual  friendship 
between  Britain  and  her  ancient  colonies  are  naani- 
fested  continually  in  every  one  of  your  letters  to  me; 
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something  of  my  disposition  on  the  same  subject  may 

appear  to  you  in  casting  your  eye  over  the  enclosed 

paper.     I  do  not  by  this  opporttmity  send  you  any 

of  our  gazettes,  because  the  postage  from  Liverpool 

would  be  more  than  they  are  worth.     I  can  now  only 

add  my  best  wishes  of  every  kind  of  felicity  for  the 

three  amiable  Hartleys,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor 

of  being  an  affectionate  friend  and  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXXV 

TO   MRS.   JANE  MBCOM 

Philadelphia,  17  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sister: — ^You  tell  me  you  are  desired  by 
an  acquaintance  to  ask  my  opinion,  whether  the  gen- 
eral circumstances  mentioned  in  the  history  of  Baron 
Trenck  are  founded  in  fact ;  to  which  I  can  only  an- 
swer that,  of  the  greatest  part  of  those  circimistances, 
the  scene  being  laid  in  Germany,  I  must  conse- 
quently be  very  ignorant;  but  of  what  he  sa5rs  as 
having  passed  in  France,  between  the  ministers  of 
that  country,  himself,  and  me,  I  can  speak  positively, 
that  it  is  founded  in  falsehood,  and  that  the  fact  can 
only  serve  to  confound,  as  I  never  saw  him  in  that 
country,  nor  ever  knew  or  heard  of  him  anywhere, 
till  I  met  with  the  above-mentioned  history  in  print, 
in  the  German  language,  in  which  he  ventured  to 
relate  it  as  a  fact,  that  I  had,  with  those  ministers, 
solicited  him  to  enter  into  the  American  service,  A 
translation  of  that  book  into  French  has  since  been 
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printed,  but  the  translator  has  omitted  that  pre- 
tended fact,  probably  from  an  apprehension  that 
its  being  in  that  country  known  not  to  be  true 
might  hurt  the  credit  and  sale  of  the  translation. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sermon  on  sacred  music.  I 
have  read  it  with  pleasure.  I  think  it  a  very  ingeni- 
ous composition.  You  will  say  this  is  natural 
enough,  if  you  read  what  I  have  formerly  written  on 
the  same  subject  in  one  of  my  printed  letters,  where- 
in you  will  find  a  perfect  agreement  of  sentiment  re- 
specting the  complex  music,  of  late,  in  my  opinion, 
too  much  in  vogue ;  it  being  only  pleasing  to  learned 
ears,  which  can  be  delighted  with  the  difficulty  of 
execution,  instead  of  harmony  and  melody.    Your 

affectionate  brother, 

B.  Frankun. 


MDLXXVI 

TO  

Philadblphia,  17  December,  Z7S9. 

Dear  Friend: — I  have  received  your  kind  letter 
of  the  5th  inst.,  together  with  your  present  of  Me- 
theglin,  of  which  I  have  already  drank  almost  a 
bottle.  I  find  it  excellent;  please  to  accept  my 
thankful  acknowledgments. 

The  letter  of  yours  enclosed  is  from  the  widow  of 
a  Jew,  who,  happening  to  be  one  of  a  number  of 
passengers,  that  were  about  forty  years  ago  in  a 
stage-boat  going  to  New  York,  and  which,  by  the 
tmskilful  management  of  the  boatman,  overset  the 
canoe  from  whence  I  was  endeavoring  to  get  on 


i66  The  Works  of  [1989 

board  her»  near  Staten  Island,  has  ever  since  worried 
me  with  demands  of  a  gratia  for  having,  as  he  pre- 
tended, been  instrumental  in  saving  my  life ;  though 
that  was  in  no  danger,  as  we  were  near  the  shore,  and 
you  know  what  an  expert  swimnoer  I  am,  and  he  was 
no  n:iore  of  any  service  to  me  in  stopping  the  boat 
to  take  me  in  than  every  other  passenger;  to  all 
whom  I  gave  a  liberal  entertaiimient  at  the  tavern 
when  we  arrived  at  New  York,  to  their  general 
satisfaction,  at  the  time;  but  this  Hayes  never  saw 
xne  afterwards,  at  New  York,  or  Bnmswick,  or  Phila- 
delphia that  he  did  not  dim  me  for  money  on  the 
pretence  of  his  being  poor,  and  having  been  so  happy 
as  to  be  instrmnental  in  saving  my  life,  which  was 
really  in  no  danger.  In  this  way  he  got  of  me  some- 
times a  double  Joannes,  sometimes  a  Spanish  doub- 
loon, and  never  less;  how  much  in  the  whole  I  do 
not  know,  having  kept  no  accotmt  of  it;  but  it  must 
have  been  a  very  considerable  stun ;  and  as  he  neither 
incurred  any  risk,  nor  was  at  any  trouble  in  my  be- 
half, I  have  long  since  thought  him  weU  paid  for  any 
little  expense  of  humanity  he  might  have  felt  on 
the  occasion.  He  seems,  however,  to  have  left  me 
to  his  widow  as  part  of  her  dowry. 


MDLXXVII 

TO  NOAH   WEBSTER 

Philadblphia,  26  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  some  time  since  your  Dis- 
sertatians  on  the  English  Language.    The  book  was 
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not  accompanied  by  any  letter  or  message,  informing 
me  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  it,  but  I  suppose  it  is 
to  yourself.  It  is  an  excellent  work,  and  will  be 
greatly  useful  in  turning  the  thoughts  of  our  country- 
men to  correct  writing.  Please  to  accept  my  thanks 
for  the  great  honor  you  have  done  me  in  its  dedica* 
tion.  I  ought  to  have  made  this  acknowledgment 
sooner,  but  much  indisposition  prevented  me. 

I  caxmot  but  applaud  your  2seal  for  preserving  the 
purity  of  our  language,  both  in  its  expressions  and 
pronunciation,  and  in  correcting  the  popular  errars 
several  of  our  States  are  continually  falling  into  with 
respect  to  both.  Give  me  leave  to  mention  some  of 
them,  though  possibly  they  may  have  already  oc- 
curred to  you.  I  wish,  however,  in  some  future  pub- 
lication of  yours,  you  would  set  a  discountenancing 
mark  upon  them.  The  first  I  remember  is  the  word 
improved.  When  I  left  New  England,  in  the  year 
1723,  this  word  had  never  been  used  among  us,  as 
far  as  I  know,  but  in  the  sense  of  ameliorated  or  made 
better,  except  once  in  a  very  old  book  of  Dr.  Mather's, 
entitled  Remarkable  Providences.  As  that  eminent 
man  wrote  a  very  obscure  hand,  I  remember  that 
when  I  read  that  word  in  his  book,  used  instead  of 
the  word  imployed,  I  conjectured  it  was  an  error  of 
the  printer,  who  had  noistaken  a  too  short  /  in  the 
writing  for  an  r,  and  a  y  with  too  short  a  tail  for  a 
v;  whereby  imployed  was  converted  into  improved. 

But  when  I  returned  to  Boston,  in  1733,  I  fotmd 
this  change  had  obtained  favor,  and  was  then  be- 
come common,  for  I  met  with  it  often  in  perusing  the 
newspapers,  where  it  frequently  nniade  an  appear- 
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anoe  rather  ridiculous.  Such,  for  instance,  as  the 
advertisement  of  a  country-house  to  be  sold,  which 
had  been  many  years  improved  as  a  tavern;  and,  in 
the  character  of  a  deceased  country  gentleman,  that 
he  had  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  improved  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  This  use  of  the  word  im- 
proved is  peculiar  to  New  England,  and  not  to  be 
met  with  among  any  other  speakers  of  English, 
either  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

During  my  late  absence  in  France,  I  find  that 
several  other  new  words  have  been  introduced  into 
our  parliamentary  language;  for  example,  I  find  a 
verb  formed  from  the  substantive  notice:  I  should 
not  have  noticed  this,  were  it  not  that  the  gentlemcm^ 
etc.  Also  another  verb  from  the  substantive  advo- 
cate: The  gentleman  who  advocates  or  has  advocated 
that  motion,  etc.  Another  from  the  substantive 
progress,  the  most  awkward  and  abominable  of  the 
three:  The  committee,  having  progressed,  resolved 
to  adjourn.  The  word  opposed,  though  not  a  new 
word,  I  find  used  in  a  new  manner,  as:  The 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  this  measure;  to  which 
I  have  also  myself  always  been  opposed.  If  you 
should  happen  to  be  of  my  opinion  with  respect  to 
these  innovations,  you  will  use  your  authority  in 
reprobating  them. 

The  Latin  language,  long  the  vehicle  used  in  dis- 
tributing knowledge  among  the  different  nations  of 
Europe,  is  daily  more  and  more  neglected ;  and  one 
of  the  modem  tongues,  viz.,  the  French,  seems  in 
point  of  tmiversality  to  have  supplied  its  place.  It  is 
spoken  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe;  and  most  of  the 
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literati,  those  even  who  do  not  speak  it,  have  ac- 
quired knowledge  enough  of  it  to  enable  them  easily 
to  read  the  books  that  are  written  in  it.  This  gives 
a  considerable  advantage  to  that  nation ;  it  enables 
its  authors  to  inctdcate  and  spread  throughout  other 
nations  such  sentiments  and  opinions  on  important 
points,  as  are  most  conducive  to  its  interests,  or 
which  may  contribute  to  its  reputation  by  promoting 
the  common  interests  of  mankind.  It  is  perhaps 
owing  to  its  being  written  in  French,  that  Voltaire's 
treatise  on  Toleration  has  had  so  sudden  and  so 
great  an  effect  on  the  bigotry  of  Europe,  as  almost 
entirely  to  disarm  it.  The  general  use  of  the  French 
language  has  likewise  a  very  advantageous  effect  on 
the  profits  of  the  bookselling  branch  of  commerce,  it 
being  well  known  that  the  more  copies  can  be  sold 
that  are  struck  off  from  one  composition  of  types,  the 
profits  increase  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than 
they  do  in  making  a  great  number  of  pieces  in  any 
other  kind  of  manufacture.  And  at  present  there  is 
no  capital  town  in  Europe  without  a  French  book- 
seller's shop  corresponding  with  Paris. 

Our  English  bids  fair  to  obtain  the  second  place. 
The  great  body  of  excellent  printed  sermons  in  our 
language,  and  the  freedom  of  our  writings  on  politi- 
cal subjects,  have  induced  a  number  of  divines  of 
different  sects  and  nations,  as  well  as  gentlemen 
concerned  in  public  affairs,  to  study  it;  so  far  at 
least  as  to  read  it.  And  if  we  were  to  endeavor 
the  facilitating  its  progress,  the  study  of  our  tongue 
might  become  much  more  general.  Those  who  have 
employed  some  parts  of  their  time  in  learning  a  new 
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language  have  frequently  observed  that«  while  their 
acquaintance  with  it  was  imperfect,  difficulties  small 
in  themselves  operated  as  great  ones  in  obstructii^ 
their  progress.  A  book,  for  example,  ill  printed,  or 
a  pronunciation  in  speaking,  not  well  articulated^ 
would  render  a  sentence  tmintelligible ;  which,  from 
a  clear  print  or  a  distinct  speaker,  would  have  been 
immediately  comprehended.  If  therefore  we  would 
have  the  benefit  of  seeing  our  language  more  gener- 
ally known  among  manldnd,  we  should  endeavor  to 
remove  all  the  difficulties,  however  small,  that  dis- 
courage the  learning  it. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that,  of  late  years, 
those  diffictdties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  have 
been  augmented.  In  examining  the  English  books 
that  were  printed  between  the  Restoration  and  the 
accession  of  George  the  Second,  we  may  observe 
that  all  substanttTjes  were  begim  with  a  capital,  in 
which  we  imitated  our  mother  tongue,  the  German. 
This  was  more  particularly  useful  to  those  who  were 
not  well  acquainted  with  the  English;  there  being 
such  a  prodigious  number  of  our  words  that  are 
both  verbs  and  substantives,  and  spelled  in  the  same 
manner,  though  often  accented  differently  in  the 
pronimciation. 

This  method  has,  by  the  fancy  of  printers,  of  late 
years  been  laid  aside,  from  an  idea  that  suppressing 
the  capitals  shows  the  character  to  greater  advan- 
tage ;  those  letters  prominent  above  the  line  disturb- 
ing its  even,  regular  appearance.  The  effect  of  this 
change  is  so  considerable,  that  a  learned  man  of 
France,  who  used  to  read  our  books,  thotigh  not  per- 
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fectly  acquainted  with  our  language,  in  conversation 
with  me  on  the  subject  of  our  authors,  attributed  the 
greater  obscurity  he  found  in  our  modem  books, 
compared  with  those  of  the  period  above  mentioned, 
to  change  of  style  for  the  worse  in  our  writers;  of 
which  mistake  I  convinced  him,  by  marking  for  him 
each  substantive  with  a  capital  in  a  paragraph,  which 
he  then  easily  understood,  thotigh  before  he  could 
not  comprehend  it.  This  shows  the  inconvenience 
of  that  pretended  improvement. 

From  the  same  fondness  for  an  even  and  uniform 
appearance  of  characters  in  the  line,  the  printers  have 
of  late  banished  also  the  itaUc  types,  in  which  words 
of  importance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  sense  of  the 
sentence,  and  words  on  which  an  emphasis  should  be 
put  in  reading,  used  to  be  printed.  And  lately  an- 
other fancy  has  induced  some  printers  to  use  the 
short  round  5,  instead  of  the  long  one,  which  formerly 
served  well  to  distinguish  a  word  readily  by  its  varied 
appearance.  Certainly  the  omitting  this  prominent 
letter  makes  the  line  appear  more  even,  but  renders 
it  less  immediately  legible;  as  the  paring  all  men's 
noses  might  smooth  and  level  their  faces,  but  would 
render  their  physiognomies  less  distinguishable. 

Add  to  all  these  improvements  hachvards^  another 
modem  fancy,  that  gray  printing  is  more  beautiful 
than  black ;  hence  the  English  new  books  are  printed 
in  so  dim  a  character  as  to  be  read  with  diffictdty  by 
old  eyes,  tmless  in  a  very  strong  light  and  with  good 
glasses.  Whoever  compares  a  volume  of  the  Gen- 
UematCs  Magazine,  printed  between  the  years  1731 
and  1740,  with  one  of  those  printed  in  the  last  ten 
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language  have  frequently  observed  that«  while  their 
acquaintance  with  it  was  imperfect,  difficulties  small 
in  themselves  operated  as  great  ones  in  obstructing 
their  progress.  A  book,  for  example,  ill  printed*  or 
a  pronunciation  in  speaking,  not  well  articulated, 
would  render  a  sentence  tmintelligible ;  which,  from 
a  clear  print  or  a  distinct  speaker,  would  have  been 
immediately  comprehended.  If  therefore  we  would 
have  the  benefit  of  seeing  our  language  more  gener- 
ally known  among  mankind,  we  should  endeavor  to 
remove  all  the  difficulties,  however  small,  that  dis- 
courage the  learning  it. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that,  of  late  years, 
those  diffictdties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  have 
been  augmented.  In  examining  the  English  books 
that  were  printed  between  the  Restoration  and  the 
accession  of  George  the  Second,  we  may  observe 
that  all  substantives  were  b^^tm  with  a  capital,  in 
which  we  imitated  our  mother  tongue,  the  German. 
This  was  more  particularly  useful  to  those  who  were 
not  well  acquainted  with  the  English;  there  being 
such  a  prodigious  number  of  our  words  that  are 
both  verbs  and  substantives,  and  spelled  in  the  same 
manner,  though  often  accented  differently  in  the 
pronimdation. 

This  method  has,  by  the  fancy  of  printers,  of  late 
years  been  laid  aside,  from  an  idea  that  suppressing 
the  capitals  shows  the  character  to  greater  advan- 
tage ;  those  letters  prominent  above  the  line  disturb- 
ing its  even,  regular  appearance.  The  effect  of  this 
change  is  so  considerable,  that  a  learned  man  of 
France,  who  used  to  read  our  books,  though  not  per- 
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fectly  acquainted  with  our  language,  in  conversation 
with  me  on  the  subject  of  our  authors,  attributed  the 
greater  obscurity  he  found  in  our  modem  books, 
compared  with  those  of  the  period  above  mentioned, 
to  change  of  style  for  the  worse  in  our  writers;  of 
which  mistake  I  convinced  him,  by  marking  for  him 
each  substantive  with  a  capital  in  a  paragraph,  which 
he  then  easily  understood,  though  before  he  could 
not  comprehend  it.  This  shows  the  inconvenience 
of  that  pretended  improvement. 

From  the  same  fondness  for  an  even  and  uniform 
appearance  of  characters  in  the  line,  the  printers  have 
of  late  banished  also  the  italic  types,  in  which  words 
of  importance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  sense  of  the 
sentence,  and  words  on  which  an  emphasis  should  be 
put  in  reading,  used  to  be  printed.  And  lately  an- 
other fancy  has  induced  some  printers  to  use  the 
short  round  5,  instead  of  the  long  one,  which  formerly 
served  well  to  distinguish  a  word  readily  by  its  varied 
appearance.  Certainly  the  omitting  this  prominent 
letter  makes  the  line  appear  more  even,  but  renders 
it  less  immediately  legible;  as  the  paring  all  men's 
noses  might  smooth  and  level  their  faces,  but  would 
render  their  physiognomies  less  distinguishable. 

Add  to  all  these  improvements  bachvards,  another 
modem  fancy,  that  gray  printing  is  more  beautiful 
than  black ;  hence  the  English  new  books  are  printed 
in  so  dim  a  character  as  to  be  read  with  diffictdty  by 
old  eyes,  tmless  in  a  very  strong  light  and  with  good 
glasses.  Whoever  compares  a  volume  of  the  Gen- 
Ueman's  Magazine,  printed  between  the  years  1731 
and  1740,  with  one  of  those  printed  in  the  last  ten 
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years,  will  be  convinced  of  the  much  greater  d^;ree 
of  perspictiity  given  by  black  ink  liian  by  gray* 
Lord  Chesterfield  pleasantly  remarked  this  difiEerence 
to  Faulkener,  the  printer  of  the  Dublin  Journal^  who 
was  vainly  making  encomiums  on  his  own  paper, 
as  the  most  complete  of  any  in  the  world.  ''But, 
Mr.  Faulkener/'  said  my  Lord,  "don't  you  think  it 
might  be  still  farther  improved  by  using  paper  and 
ink  not  quite  so  near  of  a  color?"  For  aU  these 
reasons  I  cannot  but  wish  that  our  American  printers 
would,  in  their  editions,  avoid  these  fancied  improve- 
ments, and  thereby  render  their  works  more  agree- 
able to  foreigners  in  Europe,  to  the  great  advantage 
of  otir  bookselling  commerce. 

Further,  to  be  more  sensible  of  the  advantage  of 
clear  and  distinct  printing,  let  us  consider  the  assist- 
ance it  affords  in  reading  weU  aloud  to  an  auditory. 
In  so  doing  the  eye  generally  slides  forward  three  or 
four  words  before  the  voice.  If  the  sight  clearly 
distinguishes  what  the  coming  words  are,  it  gives 
tin:ie  to  order  the  modulation  of  the  voice  to  express 
them  properly.  But  if  they  are  obscurely  printed, 
or  disguised  by  omitting  the  capitals  and  long  s's^  or 
otherwise,  the  reader  is  apt  to  modulate  wrong ;  and, 
finding  he  has  done  so,  he  is  obliged  to  go  back  and 
b^fin  the  sentence  again,  which  lessens  the  pleasure 
of  the  hearers. 

This  leads  me  to  mention  an  old  error  in  our  mode 
of  printing.  We  are  sensible  that,  when  a  question 
is  met  with  in  reading,  there  is  a  proper  variation  to 
be  used  in  the  management  of  the  voice.  We  have 
therefore  a  point  called  an  interrogation  affixed  to 
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the  question  in  order  to  distinguish  it.  But  this  is 
absurdly  placed  at  its  end;  so  that  the  reader  does 
not  discover  it  till  he  finds  he  has  wrongly  modulated 
his  voice,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  b^gin  again  the 
sentence.  To  prevent  this,  the  Spanish  printers, 
more  sensibly,  place  an  interrogation  at  the  begin- 
ning as  well  as  at  the  end  of  a  question.  We  have 
another  error  of  the  same  kind  in  printing  plajrs, 
where  something  often  occurs  that  is  marked  as 
spoken  aside.  But  the  word  aside  is  placed  at  the 
end  of  the  speech,  when  it  ought  to  precede  it,  as  a 
direction  to  the  reader,  that  he  may  govern  his  voice 
accordingly.  The  practice  of  our  ladies  in  meeting 
five  or  six  together  to  form  a  little  busy  party,  where 
each  is  employed  in  some  useful  work  while  one 
reads  to  them,  is  so  commendable  in  itself  that  it  de- 
serves the  attention  of  authors  and  printers  to  make 
it  as  pleasing  as  possible,  both  to  the  reader  and 
hearers. 

After  these  general  observations,  permit  me  to 
make  one  that  I  imagine  may  regard  your  interest. 
It  is  that  your  Spelling  Book  is  miserably  printed 
here,  so  as  in  many  places  to  be  scarcely  legible,  and 
on  wretched  paper.  If  this  is  not  attended  to,  and 
the  new  one  lately  advertised  as  coming  out  should 
be  preferable  in  these  respects,  it  may  hurt  the  future 
sale  of  yours. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  marriage,  of  which  the 

newspapers  inform  me.     My  best  wishes  attend  you, 

being  with  sincere  esteem,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
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MDLXXVIII 

PROM  JOHN   PAUL  JONES 

Amstbroam,  27  December,  X7S9. 

Dear  Sir: — The  enclosed  doctunents,  from  my 
friend  the  Count  de  S^[ur,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  France  at  St.  Petersbtarg,  will  explain  to  you  in 
some  d^[ree  my  reasons  for  leaving  Russia,  and  the 
danger  to  which  I  was  exposed  by  the  dark  intrigues 
and  mean  subterfuges  of  Asiatic  jealousy  and  malice. 
Your  former  friendship  for  me,  which  I  remember 
with  particular  satisfaction,  and  have  ever  been  am- 
bitious to  merit,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  exerted  in  the 
kind  use  you  will  make  of  the  three  pieces  I  now 
send  you,  for  my  justification  in  the  eyes  of  my 
friends  in  America,  whose  good  opinion  is  dearer  to 
me  than  any  thing  else.  I  wrote  to  the  Empress 
from  Warsaw  in  the  beginning  of  October,  with  a 
copy  of  my  Journal,  which  will  show  her  Majesty 
how  much  she  has  been  deceived  by  the  accotmt  she 
had  of  our  maritime  operations  last  campaign.  I 
can  easily  prove  to  the  world  that  I  have  been 
treated  imjustly;  but  I  intend  to  remain  silent,  at 
least  till  I  know  the  fate  of  my  Journal. 

I  shall  remain  in  Europe  till  after  the  opening  of 
the  next  campaign,  and  perhaps  longer,  before  I 
return  to  America.  From  the  troubles  in  Brabant, 
and  the  measures  now  pursuing  by  the  King  of 
Prussia,  I  presume  that  peace  is  yet  a  distant  object, 
and  that  the  Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work  than 
it  has  yet  done.  On  the  death  of  Admiral  Greig,  I 
was  last  year  called  from  the  Black  Sea,  by  the 
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Empress,  to  command  a  squadron  in  the  Baltic. 
This  set  the  invention  of  all  my  enemies  and  rivals 
at  work,  and  the  event  has  proved  that  the  Empress 
cannot  always  do  as  she  pleases.  I  am,  with  sincere 
affection,  dear  sir,  etc., 

J.  Paul  Jones. 
P.  S. — It  is  this  day  ten  years  since  I  left  the 
Tezel  in  the  Alliance. 


MDLXXIX 

OUBRIBS  AND  REMARKS  RESPECTING  ALTERATIONS  IN 
THE  CONSTITUTION   OF  PENNSYLVANIA  ' 

/.  Of  the  Executive  Branch 

Your  executive  should  consist  of  a  single  person. 

On  this  I  would  ask:  Is  he  to  have  no  council? 
How  is  he  to  be  informed  of  the  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  different  counties,  their  wants,  their 
abilities,  their  dispositions,  and  the  characters  of  the 
principle  people,  respecting  their  integrity ,  capacities, 
and  qualifications  for  offices  ?  Does  not  the  present 
construction  of  our  executive  provide  well  for  these 
particulars  ?  And,  during  the  number  of  years  it  has 
existed,  have  its  errors  or  failures  in  answering  the 
end  of  its  appointment  been  more  or  greater  than 
might  have  been  expected  from  a  single  person  ? 

'  The  first  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  was  adopted  in  1776.  Dr. 
FrankHn  was  a  principal  agent  in  forming  it.  The  following  Qubribs 
AND  Rbicarks  were  written  in  reply  to  a  paper,  entitled  "Hints  for 
the  Members  of  Convention/*  which  was  published  in  the  Federal 
GoMette,  November  3,  1789. — Editor. 
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Btrt  an  individual  is  more  easily  watched  and 
controlled  than  any  greater  number. 

On  this  I  would  ask:  Who  is  to  watch  and  con- 
trol him?  and  by  what  means  is  he  to  be  controlled? 
Will  not  those  means,  whatever  they  are,  and  in 
whatever  body  vested,  be  subject  to  the  same  incon- 
veniences of  expense,  delay,  obstruction  of  good  in- 
tentions, etc.,  which  are  objected  to  the  present 
executive? 

//•  The  Duration  of  the  Appointment 

This  should  be  governed  by  the  following  princi- 
ples, the  independence  of  the  magistrate,  and  the 
stability  of  his  administration ;  neither  of  which  can 
be  secured  but  by  putting  both  beyond  the  reach 
of  every  annual  gust  of  folly  and  of  faction. 

On  this  it  may  be  asked:  Ought  it  not  also  to  be 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  every  triennial,  quinquen- 
nial, or  septennial  gust  of  folly  and  faction,  and,  in 
short,  beyond  the  reach  of  folly  and  of  faction  at  any 
period  whatever?  Does  not  this  reasoning  aim  at 
establishing  a  monarchy  at  least  for  life,  like  that  of 
Poland?  or  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  such  as 
that  kingdom  is  subject  to  in  a  new  election  on  every 
decease?  Are  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
vinced, from  a  view  of  the  history  of  such  govern- 
ments, that  it  will  be  for  their  advantage  to  submit 
themselves  to  a  government  of  such  construction? 

///.  On  the  Legislative  Branch 

A  plural  legislature  is  as  necessary  to  good  govern- 
ment as  a  single  executive.    It  is  not  enough  that 
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your  legislature  should  be  numerous ;  it  should  also 
be  divided.  Numbers  alone  are  not  a  stiffident 
barrier  against  the  impulses  of  passion,  the  com- 
bination of  interest,  the  intrigues  of  faction,  the 
haste  of  folly,  or  the  spirit  of  encroachment.  One 
division  should  watch  over  and  control  the  other, 
supply  its  wants,  correct  its  blunders,  and  cross 
its  designs,  should  they  be  criminal  or  erroneous. 
Wisdom  is  the  specific  quality  of  the  legislature, 
grows  out  of  the  number  of  the  body,  and  is  made 
up  of  the  portions  of  sense  and  knowledge  which 
each  member  brings  to  it. 

On  this  it  may  be  asked:  May  not  the  wisdom 
brought  to  the  legislature  by  each  member  be  as 
effectual  a  barrier  against  the  impulses  of' passion, 
etc.,  when  the  members  are  united  in  one  body,  as 
when  they  are  divided?  If  one  part  of  the  legisla- 
ture may  control  the  operations  of  the  other,  may  not 
the  impulses  of  passion,  the  combinations  of  interest, 
the  intrigues  of  faction,  the  haste  of  folly,  or  the 
spirit  of  encroachment  in  one  of  those  bodies  ob- 
struct the  good  proposed  by  the  other,  and  frustrate 
its  advantages  to  the  public?  Have  we  not  ex- 
perienced in  this  State,  when  a  province  under  the 
government  of  the  proprietors,  the  mischiefs  of  a 
second  branch  existing  in  the  proprietary  family, 
countenanced  and  aided  by  an  aristocratic  council? 
How  many  delays  and  what  great  expenses  were 
occasioned  in  carrying  on  the  public  business;  and 
what  a  train  of  misdiiefs,  even  to  the  preventing 
of  the  defence  of  the  province  during  several  years. 
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when  distressed  by  an  Indian  war,  by  the  iniquitous 
demand  that  the  proprietary  property  should  be 
exempt  from  taxation?  The  wisdom  of  a  few 
members  in  one  single  legislative  body,  may  it  not 
frequently  stifle  bad  motions  in  their  infancy,  and 
so  prevent  their  being  adopted?  whereas,  if  those 
wise  men,  in  case  of  a  double  l^slature,  should  hap- 
pen to  be  in  that  branch  wherein  the  motion  did  not 
arise,  may  it  not,  after  being  adopted  by  the  other,  oc- 
casion long  disputes  and  contentions  between  the  two 
bodies,  expensive  to  the  public,  obstructing  the  pub- 
lic business,  and  promoting  factions  among  the 
people,  many  tempers  naturally  adhering  obstinately 
to  measures  they  have  once  publicly  adopted  ?  Have 
we  not  seen,  in  one  of  our  neighboring  States,  a  bad 
measure,  adopted  by  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
for  want  of  the  assistance  of  some  more  intelligent 
members  who  had  been  packed  into  the  other,  oc- 
casion many  debates,  conducted  with  much  asperity, 
which  could  not  be  settled  but  by  an  expensive  gen- 
eral appeal  to  the  public?  And  have  we  not  seen,  in 
another  neighboring  State,  a  similar  difference  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  occasioning  long  debates 
and  contentions,  whereby  the  State  was  prevented 
for  many  months  enjojring  the  advantage  of  having 
Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ?  And 
has  our  present  legislature  in  one  Assembly  com- 
mitted any  errors  of  importance,  which  they  have 
not  remedied  or  may  not  easily  remedy;  more 
easily,  probably,  than  if  divided  into  branches? 
And  if  the  wisdom  brought  by  the  members  to 
the  Assembly  is  divided  into  two  branches,  may  it 
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not  be  too  weak  in  each  to  support  a  good  measure, 
or  obstruct  a  bad  one?  The  division  of  the  legis- 
lature into  two  or  three  branches  in  England,  was 
it  the  product  of  wisdom,  or  the  effect  of  necessity, 
arising  from  the  pre-existing  prevalence  of  an  odious 
feudal  system?  which  government,  notwithstanding 
this  division,  is  now  become,  in  fact,  an  absolute 
monarchy,  since  the  ...  by  bribing  the  repre- 
sentatives with  the  people's  money,  carries,  by  his 
ministers,  all  the  measures  that  please  him ;  which  is 
equivalent  to  governing  without  a  parliament,  and 
renders  the  machine  of  government  much  more  com- 
plex and  expensive,  and,  from  its  being  more  complex, 
more  easily  put  out  of  order.  Has  not  the  famous 
political  £able  of  the  snake,  with  two  heads  and 
one  body,  some  useful  instruction  contained  in  it? 
She  was  going  to  a  brook  to  drink,  and  in  her  way 
was  to  pass  through  a  hedge,  a  twig  of  which  opposed 
her  direct  course;  one  head  chose  to  go  on  the  right 
side  of  the  twig,  the  other  on  the  left ;  so  that  time 
was  spent  in  the  contest,  and,  before  the  decision  was 
completed,  the  poor  snake  died  with  thirst. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  two  branches  should  be 
elected  by  persons  differently  qualified ;  and  in  short, 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  they  should  be  made  to 
represent  different  interests.  Under  this  reason  I 
would  establish  a  legislature  of  two  Houses.  The 
upper  should  represent  the  property ;  the  lower,  the 
population  of  the  State.  The  upper  should  be 
chosen  by  freemen  possessing  in  land  and  houses 
one  thousand  pounds ;  the  lower,  by  all  such  as  had 
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resided  fotir  years  in  the  country,  and  paid  taxes. 
The  first  shotild  be  chosen  for  f otir,  the  last  for  two 
years.    They  shotild  be  in  authority  co-equal. 

Several  questions  may  arise  upon  this  proposition, 
ist.  What  is  the  proportion  of  freemen  possessiqg 
lands  and  houses  of  one  thousand  pounds'  value, 
compared  to  that  of  freemen  whose  possessions  are 
inferior?  Are  they  as  one  to  ten?  Are  they  even 
as  one  to  twenty  ?  I  should  doubt  whether  they  are 
as  one  to  fifty.  If  this  minority  is  to  choose  a  body 
expressly  to  control  that  which  is  to  be  chosen  by  the 
great  majority  of  the  freemen,  what  have  this  great 
majority  done  to  forfeit  so  great  a  portion  of  their 
right  in  elections?  Why  is  this  power  of  control, 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  all  democracies,  to  be  vested 
in  a  minority,  instead  of  a  majority  ?  Then,  is  it  in- 
tended, or  is  it  not,  that  the  rich  diould  have  a  vote 
in  the  choice  of  members  for  the  lower  House,  while 
those  of  inferior  property  are  deprived  of  the  rig^t  of 
voting  for  ntiembers  of  the  upper  House  ?  And  why 
should  the  upper  House,  chosen  by  a  nmiority,  have 
equal  power  with  the  lower  chosen  by  a  majority? 
Is  it  supposed  that  wisdom  is  the  necessary  concomi- 
tant of  riches,  and  that  one  man  worth  a  thousand 
pounds  must  have  as  much  wisdom  as  twenty  who 
have  each  only  nine  htmdred  and  ninety-nine;  and 
why  is  property  to  be  represented  at  all  ?  Suppose 
one  of  o\ir  Indian  nations  should  now  agree  to  form 
a  civil  society ;  each  individual  would  bring  into  the 
stock  of  the  society  little  more  property  than  his  gun 
and  his  blanket,  for  at  present  he  has  no  other.    We 
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know  fhat,  when  one  of  fhem  has  attempted  to  keep 
a  few  swine,  he  has  not  been  able  to  xnamtain  a  pro- 
perty in  them,  his  neighbors  thinking  they  have  a 
right  to  kill  and  eat  them  whenever  tiliey  want  pro- 
vision, it  being  one  of  their  maxims  that  hunting  is 
free  to  all;  the  accumulation  therefore  of  property  in 
such  a  society,  and  its  security  to  individuals  in  every 
society,  must  be  an  effect  of  the  protection  afforded 
to  it  by  the  joint  strength  of  the  society,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  its  laws.  Private  property  therefore  is  a 
creattire  of  society,  and  is  subject  to  the  calls  of  that 
society,  whenever  its  necessities  shall  require  it,  even 
to  its  last  farthing;  its  contributions  to  the  public 
exigencies  are  not  to  be  considered  as  conferring  a 
benefit  on  the  public,  entitling  the  contributors  to  Jhe 
distinctions  of  honor  and  power,  but  as  the  return  of 
an  obligation  previously  received,  or  the  paynaent  of 
a  just  debt.  The  combinations  of  civil  society  are 
not  like  those  of  a  set  of  merchants,  who  club  their 
property  in  different  proportions  for  building  and 
freighting  a  ship,  and  may  therefore  have  some  right 
to  vote  in  the  disposition  of  the  voyage  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  according  to  their  respective  contribu- 
tions ;  but  the  important  ends  of  civil  society,  and  the 
personal  securities  of  life  and  liberty  there,  remain 
the  same  in  every  member  of  the  society;  and  the 
poorest  continues  to  have  an  equal  claim  to  them 
with  the  most  opulent,  whatever  difference  time, 
chance,  or  industry  may  occasion  in  their  circum- 
stances. On  these  considerations  I  am  sorry  to 
see  the  signs  this  paper  I  have  been  considering  af- 
fords, of  a  disposition  among  some  of  our  people  to 
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commenoe  an  aristocracy,  by  giving  the  rich  a  pre- 
dominancy in  government,  a  choice  peculiar  to  them- 
selves in  one  half  the  legislature  to  be  proudly  called 
the  UPPBR  House,  and  the  other  branch,  chosen  by  the 
majority  of  the  people,  degraded  by  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  LO WBR ;  and  giving  to  tiiis  upper  House 
a  permanency  of  four  years,  and  but  two  to  the  lower. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  our  Representatives  in  the 
convention  will  not  hastily  go  into  these  innovations, 
but  take  the  advice  of  the  Prophet:  '*Stand  in  the 
old  ways,  view  the  ancient  paths,  consider  them  well, 
cmd  be  not  among  those  that  are  given  to  change.'' 


MDLXXX 


TO 


Philadblphia,  19  January,  1790. 

Sir: — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  I  was  indeed  one  of 
the  Commissioners  for  making  that  treaty,  but  the 
Commissioners  have  no  right  to  explain  the  treaty. 
Its  explanation  is  to  be  sought  for  in  its  own  words, 
and,  in  case  it  cannot  be  clearly  found  there,  then  by 
an  application  to  the  contracting  powers. 

I  certainly  conceived  that  when  the  droit  d'aubaine 
was  relinquished  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  the  relinquishing  clause  was  meant  to 
extend  to  all  the  dominions  of  his  most  Christian 
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Majesty;  and  I  am  of  opinion  fhat  this  would  not 
be  denied,  if  an  explanation  were  lequested  c^  the 
court  of  France;  and  it  ought  to  be  done,  if  any 
difficulties  arise  on  this  subject  in  the  French  islands, 
which  their  courts  do  not  determine  in  our  favor. 
But,  before  Congress  is  petitioned  to  make  such  a  re- 
quest, I  imagine  it  wotdd  be  proper  to  have  the  case 
tried  in  some  of  the  West  India  islands,  and  the 
petition  made  in  consequence  of  a  determination 
against  us.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


MDLXXXI 

TO  EZRA  STILBS 

Philadblphia,  9  Maith,  1790. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  January  28th,'  and 
am  glad  you  have  at  length  received  the  portrait 

'  The  note  from  President  Stiles,  to  which  this  is  a  teply,  was  dated 
at  Yale  College,  aSth  January,  1790,  and  runs  as  follows: 

"Sir: — ^We  have  lately  received  Governor  Yale's  portrait  from  his 
family  in  London,  and  deposited  it  in  the  college  library,  where  is  also 
deposited  one  of  Governor  Saltonstall's.  I  have  also  long  wished  that 
we  might  be  honored  with  that  of  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the  course  of  your 
long  life,  3rou  may  probably  have  become  possessed  of  several  por- 
traits of  3rourself .  Shall  I  take  too  great  a  liberty  in  humbly  asking 
a  donation  of  one  of  them  to  Yale  College?  You  obliged  me  with  a 
mezzotinto  picture  of  yourself  many  years  ago,  which  I  often  view 
with  pleasure.  But  the  canvas  is  more  permanent.  We  wish  to  be 
possessed  of  the  durable  remembrance  of  the  American  patriot  and 
philosopher.  You  have  merited  and  received  all  the  honors  of  the 
republic  of  letters;  and  are  going  to  a  world  where  all  sublunary 
glories  will  be  lost  in  the  glories  of  immortality.  Should  3rou  shine 
throu£^iout  the  intellecttial  and  stellary  universe,  with  the  eminence 
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of  Governor  Yale  from  his  family,  and  deposited  it 
in  the  College  Library.  He  was  a  great  and  good 
man,  and  had  the  merit  of  doing  infinite  service  to 
your  country  by  his  mtmifioenoe  to  that  institution. 
The  honor  you  propose  doing  me  by  placing  mine  in 
the  same  room  with  his  is  much  too  great  for  my 
deserts ;  but  you  always  had  a  partiality  for  me,  and 
to  that  it  must  be  ascribed.  I  am,  however,  too  much 
obliged  to  Yale  College,  the  first  learned  society  that 
took  notice  of  me  and  adorned  me  with  its  honors, 
to  refuse  a  request  that  comes  from  it  through  so 
esteemed  a  friend.  But  I  do  not  think  any  one 
of  the  portraits  you  mention  as  in  my  possession 
worthy  of  the  situation  and  company  you  propose 
to  place  it  in.  You  have  an  excellent  artist  lately 
arrived.    If  he  will  undertake  to  make  one  for  you, 

and  distinguiBhed  lustre  with  which  you  have  appeared  in  this  little 
detached  part  of  the  creation,  you  would  be,  what  I  most  fervently 
wish  to  you,  sir,  whatever  may  be  my  fate  in  eternity.  The  grand 
climacteric,  in  which  I  now  am  reminds  me  of  the  interesting  scenes 
of  futurity. 

"You  know,  sir,  that  I  am  a  Christian,  and  would  to  heaven  all 
others  were  such  as  I  am,  except  my  imperfections  and  deficiencies 
of  moral  character.  As  much  as  I  know  of  Dr.  Franklin,  I  have  not 
an  idea  of  his  religious  sentiments.  I  wish  to  know  the  opinion  of 
my  venerable  friend  concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  He  will  not  im- 
pute this  to  impertinence  or  improper  curiosity  in  one  who  for  so 
many  years  has  continued  to  love,  estimate,  and  reverence  his  abilities 
and  literary  character  with  an  ardor  and  affection  bordering  on  adora- 
tion. If  I  have  said  too  much,  let  the  request  be  blotted  out  and  be 
no  more;  and  yet  I  shall  never  cease  to  wish  you  that  happy  immor- 
tality which  I  believe  Jesus  alone  has  purchased  for  the  virtuous  and 
truly  good  of  every  religious  denomination  in  Christendom,  and  for 
those  of  every  age,  nation,  and  mythology  who  reverence  the  Deity 
are  filled  wi^  integrity,  righteousness,  and  benevolence.  Wishing 
you  every  blessing,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Ezra  Stilbs." 
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I  shall  cheerfully  pay  the  expense;  but  he  must  not 
delay  setting  about  it,  or  I  may  slip  through  his 
fingers,  for  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fifth  year  and  very 
infirm. 

I  send  with  this  a  very  learned  work,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  on  the  ancient  Samaritan  coins,  lately  printed  in 
Spain,  and  at  least  curious  for  the  beauty  of  the  im- 
pression. Please  to  accept  it  for  yotu:  coUege  library. 
I  have  subscribed  for  the  Encyclopaedia  now  printing 
here,  with  the  intention  of  presenting  it  to  the  Col- 
lege. I  shall  probably  depart  before  the  work  is  fin- 
ished, but  shall  leave  directions  for  its  continuance  to 
the  end.  With  this  you  will  receive  some  of  the  first 
numbers. 

You  desire  to  know  something  of  my  religion. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  have  been  questioned  upon  it. 
But  I  cannot  take  your  curiosity  amiss,  and  shall  en- 
deavor in  a  few  words  to  gratify  it.  Here  is  my 
creed.  I  believe  in  one  God,  the  creator  of  the  uni- 
verse. That  he  governs  it  by  his  providence.  That 
he  ought  to  be  worshipped.  That  the  most  accept- 
able service  we  render  to  him  is  doing  good  to  his 
other  children.  That  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal, 
and  will  be  treated  with  justice  in  another  life  respect- 
ing its  conduct  in  this.  These  I  take  to  be  the  fun- 
damental points  in  all  sound  religion,  and  I  regard 
them  as  you  do  in  whatever  sect  I  meet  with  them. 

As  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  my  opinion  of  whom  you 
particularly  desire,  I  think  his  system  of  morals  and 
his  religion,  as  he  left  them  to  us,  the  best  the  world 
ever  saw  or  is  like  to  see ;  but  I  apprehend  it  has  re- 
ceived various  corrupting  changes,  and  I  have,  with 
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most  of  the  present  dissenters  in  England,  some 
doubts  as  to  his  divinity ;  thotigh  it  is  a  question  I  do 
not  dogmatize  upon,  having  never  studied  it,  and 
think  it  needless  to  busy  myself  with  it  now,  when  I 
expect  soon  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  truth  with 
less  trouble.  I  see  no  harm,  however,  in  its  being 
believed,  i£  that  belief  has  the  good  consequence,  as 
probably  it  has,  of  making  his  doctrines  more  re- 
spected and  more  observed;  especially  as  I  do  not 
perceive  that  the  Supreme  takes  it  amiss,  by  distin- 
guishing the  tmbelievers  in  his  govermnent  of  the 
world  with  any  peculiar  marks  of  his  displeasure. 

I  shall  only  add,  respecting  myself  that,  having 
experienced  the  goodness  of  that  Being  in  conducting 
me  prosperously  through  a  long  life,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  continuance  in  the  next,  though  without  the 
smallest  conceit  of  meriting  such  goodness. '  My  sen- 
tin^ients  on  this  head  you  will  see  in  the  copy  of  an 
old  letter  enclosed,'  which  I  wrote  in  answer  to  one 

'  It  seems  worthy  of  note  here  that  the  terms  in  which  Br3rant 
leoords  the  faith  and  trust  of  the  poet  Rogers  in  the  goodness  of  God 
an  substantially  the  same  as  those  here  used  by  Franklin.  It  enabled 
both  to  contemplate  the  approach  of  death  with  cheerfulness: 

"In  approaching  the  close  of  a  life  so  much  prolonged  beyond  the 
usual  lot  of  man — a  life  the  years  of  which  circumscribed  the  activity 
of  three  generations — ^he  contemplated  his  departure  with  the  utmost 
serenity.  The  state  of  man  after  death  he  called  the  great  subject, 
and  calmly  awaited  the  moment  when  he  shotild  be  admitted  to  con- 
template its  mysteries.  'I  have  found  life  in  this  world/  he  used  to 
say,  'a  happy  state;  the  goodness  of  God  has  taken  care  that- none 
of  its  functions,  even  the  most  inconsiderable,  should  be  performed 
without  sensible  pleasure;  and  I  am  confident  that  in  the  world  to 
come  the  same  care  for  my  happiness  will  accompany  me.*  " — God- 
win's Life  of  Bryant,  Vol.  II.,  p.  86. 

*  Probably  the  letter  presumed  to  have  been  written  to  Whitefield, 
and  dated  Philadelphia,  June  6,  1753. — Editor. 
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from  an  old  religionist,  whom  I  had  relieved  in  a 
paralytic  case  by  electricity,  and  who,  being  afraid 
I  shotdd  grow  proud  upon  it,  sent  roe  his  serious 
though  rather  impertinent  caution.  I  send  you  also 
the  copy  of  another  letter,*  which  will  show  some- 
thing of  my  disposition  relating  to  religion. 

P.  S. — Had  not  your  College  some  present  of 
books  from  the  king  of  France?  Please  to  let  me 
know  if  you  had  an  expectation  given  you  of  more, 
and  the  nattire  of  that  expectation.  I  have  a  reason 
for  the  enquiry. 

I  confide  that  you  will  not  expose  me  to  criticisms 
and  censures  by  publishing  any  part  of  this  commu- 
nication to  you.  I  have  ever  let  others  enjoy  their 
religious  sentiments  without  reflecting  on  them  for 
those  that  appeared  to  me  unsupportable  or  even 
absurd.  All  sects  here,  and  we  have  a  great  variety, 
have  experienced  my  good-will  in  assisting  them 
with  subscriptions  for  the  building  their  new  places 
of  worship;  and,  as  I  have  never  opposed  any  of 
their  doctrines,  I  hope  to  go  out  of  the  world  in 
peace  with  them  all. 

MDLXXXII 

ON   THE   SLAVE   TRADE  * 

March  93,  1790. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Federal  Gazette: 

Sir: — Reading  last  night  in  your  excellent  paper 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Jackson  in  Congress  against  their 

I  The  letter  here  alluded  to  is  one  supposed  to  have  been  written  to 
Thomas  Paine. — Editor. 

'  Dr.  Franklin's  name,  as  President  of  the  Society  for  the  Abolition 
€i  Slavery,  was  signed  to  the  memorial  presented  to  the  House  oi 
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meddling  with  the  affairs  of  slavery,  or  attempting  to 
mend  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  it  put  me  in  mind 
of  a  similar  one  made  about  one  hundred  years  sinoe 
by  Sidi  Mehemet  Ibrahim,  a  member  of  the  Divan 
of  Algiers,  which  may  be  seen  in  Martin's  accoimt  of 
his  consulship,  anno  1687.  It  was  against  granting 
the  petition  of  the  sect  called  Erika,  or  Purists,  who 
prayed  for  the  abolition  of  piracy  and  slavery  as  be- 
ing unjust.  Mr.  Jackson  does  not  quote  it ;  perhaps  he 
has  not  seen  it.  If,  therefore,  some  of  its  reasonings 
are  to  be  fotmd  in  his  eloquent  speech,  it  may  only 
show  that  men's  interests  and  intellects  operate  and 
are  operated  on  with  surprising  sin^larity  in  all  coun- 
tries and  climates,  whenever  they  are  under  similar 

Representatives  of  the  United  States,  on  the  xath  of  February,  1789, 
praying  them  to  exert  the  full  extent  of  power  vested  in  them  by  the 
Constitution,  in  discouraging  the  traffic  of  the  human  species.  This 
was  his  last  public  act.  In  the  debates  to  which  this  memorial  gave 
rise,  several  attempts  were  made  to  justify  the  trade.  In  the  Federal 
GoMeUe  of  March  25,  1790,  there  appeared  an  essay,  signed  Historicus, 
written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  in  which  he  commimicated  a  speech,  said  to 
have  been  delivered  in  the  Divan  of  Algiers,  in  1 687 ,  in  opposition  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  a  sect  called £ftiba,  or  Purists,  for  the  abolition  of 
piracy  and  slavery.  This  pretended  African  speech  was  an  excellent 
parody  of  one  delivered  by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Georgia.  All  the  arguments 
urged  in  favor  of  negro  slavery  are  applied  with  equal  force  to  justify 
the  pltmdering  and  enslaving  of  Europeans.  It  affords,  at  the  same 
time,  a  demonstration  of  the  futility  of  the  arguments  in  defence  of 
the  slave-trade,  and  of  the  strength  of  mind  and  ingenuity  of  the  author 
at  his  advanced  period  of  life.  It  furnishes,  too,  a  no  less  convincing 
proof  of  his  power  of  imitating  the  style  of  other  times  and  nations 
than  his  celebrated  Parable  against  Persecution,  And  as  the  latter 
led  many  persons  to  search  the  Scripttues  with  a  view  to  find  it, 
so  the  former  caused  many  persons  to  search  the  book-stores  and 
libraries  for  the  work  from  which  it  was  said  to  be  extracted." — Dr. 
Stuber. 

This  paper  is  dated  only  twenty-four  days  before  the  author's 
death,  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  April  following. — ^Edftor. 
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circumstances.    The  African's  speech,  as  translated, 
is  as  follows : 

Allah  BismiUah,  etc.    God  is  great,  and  Mahomet  is  his 

Prophet 

Have  these  Erika  considered  the  consequences  of 
granting  their  petition?  If  we  cease  our  cruises 
against  the  Christians,  how  shall  we  be  furnished 
with  the  conGonodities  their  countries  produce,  and 
which  are  so  necessary  for  us?  K  we  forbear  to 
n:iake  slaves  of  their  people,  who  in  this  hot  climate 
are  to  cultivate  our  lands?  Who  are  to  perform  the 
common  labors  of  our  city,  and  in  our  fan:iilies? 
Must  we  not  then  be  our  own  slaves?  And  is  there 
not  more  compassion  and  more  favor  due  to  us  as 
Mussulmen  than  to  these  Christian  dogs?  We  have 
now  above  fifty  thousand  slaves  in  and  near  Algiers. 
This  number,  if  not  kept  up  by  fresh  supplies,  will 
soon  diminish,  and  be  gradually  annihilated.  If 
we  then  cease  taking  and  pltmdering  the  infidel 
ships,  and  making  slaves  of  the  seamen  and  passen- 
gers, our  lands  will  become  of  no  value  for  want  of 
cultivation ;  the  rents  of  houses  in  the  city  will  sink 
one  half;  and  the  revenue  of  government  arising 
from  its  share  of  prizes  be  totally  destroyed!  And 
for  what?  To  gratify  the  whims  of  a  whimsical 
sect,  who  would  have  us  not  only  forbear  making 
more  slaves,  but  even  mantunit  those  we  have. 

But  who  is  to  indecMiify  their  masters  for  the 
loss?  Will  the  state  do  it ?  Is  o\ir  treasury  sufl&cient? 
Will  the  Erika  do  it?  Can  they  do  it?  Or  would 
they,  to  do  what  they  think  justice  to  the  slaves, 
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do  a  greater  injustice  to  the  owners?  And  if  we  set 
our  slaves  free,  what  is  to  be  done  with  them?  Pew 
of  them  will  return  to  their  countries;  they  know 
too  well  the  greater  hardships  they  must  lliere  be 
subject  to;  they  will  not  embrace  our  holy  religion; 
they  will  not  adopt  our  manners;  our  people  will 
not  pollute  themselves  by  intermanying  with  them. 
Must  we  nmintain  them  as  beggars  in  our  streets, 
or  suffer  our  properties  to  be  the  prey  of  their  pillage  ? 
For  men  accustomed  to  slavery  will  not  work  for  a 
livelihood  when  not  compelled.  And  what  is  there 
so  pitiable  in  their  present  condition?  Were  they 
not  slaves  in  their  own  countries? 

Are  not  Spain,  Portugal,  Prance,  and  the  Italian 
states  governed  by  despots,  who  hold  all  their  sub- 
jects in  slavery,  without  exception  ?  Even  England 
treats  its  sailors  as  slaves;  for  they  are,  whenever 
the  government  pleases,  seized,  and  confined  in 
ships  of  war,  condenmed  not  only  to  work,  but  to 
fight,  for  small  wages,  or  a  mere  subsistence,  not 
better  than  our  slaves  are  allowed  by  us.  Is  their 
condition  then  made  worse  by  their  falling  into 
our  hands?  No;  they  have  only  exchanged  one 
slavery  for  another,  and  I  xnay  say  a  better;  for  here 
they  are  brought  into  a  land  where  the  sim  of 
Islamism  gives  forth  its  light,  and  shines  in  full 
splendor,  and  they  have  an  opporttmity  of  ntiaking 
themselves  acqtiainted  with  the  true  doctrine,  and 
thereby  saving  their  immortal  souls.  Those  who 
remain  at  home  have  not  that  happiness.  Sending 
the  slaves  home  then  would  be  sending  them  out  <rf 
light  into  darkness. 
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I  repeat  the  question,  What  is  to  be  done  with 
them  ?  I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  they  may  be 
planted  in  the  wilderness,  where  there  is  plenty  of 
land  for  them  to  subsist  on,  and  where  they  may 
flourish  as  a  free  state;  but  they  are,  I  doubt,  too 
little  disposed  to  labor  without  compulsion,  as  well 
as  too  ignorant  to  establish  a  good  government, 
and  the  wild  Arabs  would  soon  molest  and  destroy 
or  again  enslave  them.  While  serving  us,  we  take 
care  to  provide  them  with  every  thing,  and  they  are 
treated  with  hun^tnity.  The  laborers  in  their  own 
country  are,  as  I  am  well  infonned,  worse  fed, 
lodged,  and  clothed.  The  condition  of  most  of  them 
is  therefore  already  mended,  and  requires  no  further 
improvement.  Here  their  lives  are  in  safety.  They 
are  not  liable  to  be  impressed  for  soldiers,  and  forced 
to  cut  one  another's  Christian  throats,  as  in  the 
wars  of  their  own  countries.  If  some  of  the  re- 
ligious msid  bigots,  who  now  tease  us  with  their  silly 
petitions,  have  in  a  fit  of  blind  zeal  freed  their  slaves, 
it  was  not  generosity,  it  was  not  humanity,  that 
moved  them  to  the  action;  it  was  the  conscious 
burthen  of  a  load  of  sins,  and  a  hope,  from  the  sup- 
posed merits  of  so  good  a  work,  to  be  excused  from 
damnation. 

How  grossly  are  they  mistaken  to  suppose  slavery 
to  be  disallowed  by  the  Alcoran!  Are  not  the  two 
precepts,  to  quote  no  more,  '*  Master,  treat  your 
slaves  with  kindness;  Slaves,  serve  your  masters  with 
cheerfulness  and  fidelity,''  clear  proofs  to  the  con- 
trary ?  Nor  can  the  pltmdering  of  infidels  be  in  that 
sacred  book  forbidden,  since  it  is  well  known  from  it, 
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fhat  God  has  given  the  world,  and  all  fhat  it  con- 
tains, to  his  faithftd  Mussuhnen,  who  are  to  enjoy 
it  of  right  as  fast  as  they  conquer  it.  Let  us  then 
hear  no  more  of  this  detestable  proposition,  the 
manumission  of  Christian  slaves,  the  adoption  of 
which  would,  by  depreciating  our  lands  and  houses, 
and  thereby  depriving  so  many  good  citizens  of  their 
properties,  create  universal  discontent,  and  provoke 
insurrections,  to  the  endangering  of  govermnent  and 
producing  general  confusion.  I  have  therefore  no 
doubt  but  this  wise  council  will  prefer  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  a  whole  nation  of  true  believers  to 
the  whim  of  a  few  Erika^  and  dismiss  their  petition. 

The  result  was,  as  Martin  tells  us,  that  the  Divan 
came  to  this  resolution:  "The  doctrine  that  plun- 
dering and  enslaving  the  Christians  is  unjust,  is  at 
best  problematical;  but  that  it  is  the  interest  of  this 
state  to  continue  the  practice,  is  dear;  therefore  let 
the  petition  be  rejected." 

And  it  was  rejected  accordingly. 

And  since  like  motives  are  apt  to  produce  in  the 
minds  of  men  like  opinions  and  resolutions,  may  we 
not,  Mr.  Brown,  venture  to  predict,  from  this  ac- 
count, that  the  petitions  to  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land for  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  to  say  nothing  of 
other  legislatures,  and  the  debates  upon  them  will 
have  a  similar  conclusion  ?  I  am,  sir,  your  constant 
reader  and  humble  servant, 

HiSTORICUS. 
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MDLXXXIII 

TO  MRS.   JANE  MBCOM 

Philadelphia,  24  March,  1790. 

My  Dear  Sister: — I  received  your  kind  letter  by 
your  good  neighbor,  Captain  Rich.  The  informa- 
tion it  contained,  that  you  continue  well,  gave  me,  as 
usual,  great  pleasure.  As  to  myself,  I  have  been 
quite  free  from  pain  for  near  three  weeks  past;  and 
therefore,  not  being  obliged  to  take  any  laudanum, 
my  appetite  has  returned,  and  I  have  recovered  some 
part  of  my  strength.  Thus  I  continue  to  live  on, 
while  all  the  friends  of  my  youth  have  left  me,  and 
gone  to  join  the  majority.  I  have,  however,  the 
pleasure  of  continued  friendship  and  conversation 
with  their  children  and  grandchildren.  I  do  not  re- 
pine at  my  naalady,  though  a  severe  one,  when  I  con- 
sider how  well  I  am  provided  with  every  convenience 
to  palliate  it,  and  to  make  me  comfortable  tmder  it ; 
and  how  many  more  horrible  evils  the  human  body 
is  subject  to ;  and  what  a  long  life  of  health  I  have 
been  blessed  with,  free  from  them  all. 

You  have  done  well  not  to  send  me  any  more  fish  at 
present.    These  continue  good,  and  give  me  pleasure. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  our  sister  Scott's 
daughter;  whether  she  is  still  living,  and  where? 
This  family  join  in  love  to  you  and  yours,  and  to 
cousins  Williams,  with  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — It  is  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  write  in 
bed.  The  awkward  position  has  occasioned  the 
crooked  lines. 


TOL.  ZXI.- 
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MDLXXXIV 

TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON 

Philadelphia,  8  April,  1790. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  last  past,  re- 
lating to  encroachments  made  on  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  United  States  by  settlers  under  the  British 
Government,  pretending  that  it  is  the  western  and 
not  the  eastern  river  of  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy 
which  was  designated  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation ;  and  requesting 
of  me  to  communicate  any  facts  which  my  memory 
or  papers  may  enable  me  to  recollect,  and  which  may 
indicate  the  true  river,  which  the  Commissioners  on 
both  sides  had  in  their  view,  to  establish  as  the 
boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Your  letter  found  me  under  a  severe  fit  of  my  mal- 
ady, which  prevented  my  answering  it  sooner,  or  at- 
tending, indeed,  to  any  kind  of  business.  I  now  can 
assure  you  that  I  am  perfectly  clear  in  the  remem- 
brance that  the  map  we  used  in  tracing  the  boundary 
was  brought  to  the  treaty  by  the  Commissioners 
from  England,  and  that  it  was  the  same  that  was 
published  by  Mitchell  above  twenty  years  before. 
Having  a  copy  of  that  map  by  me  in  loose  sheets, 
I  send  you  that  sheet  which  contains  the  Bay  of 
Passamaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  that  part  of  the 
boundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  in  that  part 
of  the  boundary  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  concerned  in  some  former 
disputes  concerning  those  territories.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  you  may  obtain  still  further  light  from  him. 
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That  the  map  we  used  was  Mitchell's  map,  Con- 
gress were  acquainted  at  the  time,  by  a  letter  to  their 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  I  suppose  may 
be  foxmd  upon  their  files.' 

'  This  letter,  which  was  such  a  satisfactory  test  of  the  unabated 
strength  of  Franklin's  memory,  was  written  during  the  illness  which 
was  destined  to  prove  his  last,  and  only  nine  days  before  his  death. 
He  died  on  the  17th  of  April,  2790,  aged  eighty-four  years  and  three 
months. 

During  the  greatest  part  of  his  life  Dr.  Franklin  had  enjoyed  almost 
uninterrupted  good  health.  In  the  year  2735,  indeed,  he  had  an  at- 
tack of  pleurisy,  which  ended  in  a  suppuration  of  the  left  lobe  of  the 
hrngs.  But  from  this,  as  well  as  from  another  attack  of  the  same 
kind,  he  recovered  completely. 

As  he  advanced  in  years,  however,  he  became  subject  to  fits  of  the 
gout,  to  which,  in  178a,  a  nephritic  colic  was  superadded.  From  this 
time,  he  was  also  affected  with  the  stone,  as  well  as  the  gout;  and  for 
the  last  twelve  months  of  his  life,  these  complaints  confined  him  almost 
entirely  to  his  bed. 

"Notwithstanding  his  distressed  situation,"  his  grandson  tells  us, 
*' neither  his  mental  faculties  nor  his  natural  cheerfulness  ever  forsook 
him.  His  memory  was  tenacious  to  the  very  last;  and  he  seemed  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule, — ^that  at  a  certain  period  of  Hfe 
the  organs  which  are  subservient  to  this  faculty  become  callous.  A 
remarkable  instance  of  which  is,  that  he  learned  to  speak  French  with 
considerable  facility  after  he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy  I " 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  1790,  he  was  attacked  with  a  fever  and 
pain  in  his  breast,  which  terminated  his  existence.  The  following  ac- 
count of  his  last  illness  was  written  by  his  friend  and  physician,  Dr. 
Jones: 

"The  stone,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  several  years,  had 
for  the  last  twelve  months  confined  him  chiefly  to  his  bed ;  and  during 
the  extremely  painful  paroxysms,  he  was  obliged  to  take  large  doses 
of  laudanum  to  mitigate  his  tortures — still,  in  the  intervals  of  pain, 
he  not  only  amtised  himself  with  reading  and  conversing  cheerfully 
with  his  family,  and  a  few  friends  who  visited  him,  but  was  often 
employed  in  doing  business  of  a  public  as  well  as  private  nature,  with 
various  persons  who  waited  on  him  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  every  in- 
stance displayed,  not  only  that  readiness  and  disposition  of  doing 
good,  which  was  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  his  life,  but  the 
fullest  and  clearest  possession  of  his  uncommon  mental  abilities;  and 
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PROM  WILLIAM  TEMPLE   FRANKLIN  TO   M.  VBILLARD 

Philadelphia,  a 2  May,  1790. 

You  have  aheady  learned,  my  dear  friend,  the  loss 
which  you  and  I,  and  the  world,  have  experienced,  in 

not  unfreqtiexitly  indulged  himself  in  those  jeux  (Tfsprii  and  enteiw 
taining  anecdotes,  which  were  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him. 

"About  sixteen  days  before  his  death  he  was  seized  with  a  feverish 
Indisposition,  without  any  particular  symptoms  attending  it,  tiU  the 
third  or  fourth  day,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  the  left  breast, 
which  increased  till  it  became  extremely  acute,  attended  with  a  coo0i 
and  laborious  breathing.  During  this  state  when  the  severity  of  hie 
pains  drew  forth  a  groan  of  complaint,  he  would  observe — that  he 
was  afraid  he  did  not  bear  them  as  he  ought — acknowledged  hie 
grateful  sense  of  the  many  blessings  he  had  received  from  that  So* 
preme  Being,  who  had  raised  him  from  small  and  low  beginnings  to 
such  high  rank  and  consideration  among  men — and  made  no  doubt 
but  his  present  afiOictions  were  kindly  intended  to  wean  him  from  a 
world,  in  which  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  act  the  part  assigned  him. 
In  this  frame  of  body  and  mind  he  continued  till  five  days  before  his 
death,  when  his  pain  and  difficulty  of  breathing  entirely  left  him,  and 
his  family  were  flattering  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  his  recovery, 
when  an  imposthumation,  which  had  formed  itself  in  his  limgs,  sud- 
denly buist,  and  discharged  a  great  quantity  of  matter,  winch  be 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had  sufficient  strength  to  do  it;  but, 
as  that  failed,  the  organs  of  respiration  became  gradually  oppressed 
— a  calm  lethargic  state  succeeded — and,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1790, 
about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he  quietly  expired,  closing  a  long  SAd 
useful  life  of  eighty-four  years  and  three  months.*' 

In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Rush  to  Dr.  Price,  dated  at  Philadelphia  a  week 
after  Franklin's  death,  the  writer  says: 

"The  papers  will  inform  you  of  the  death  of  our  late  friend  Dr. 
Franklin.  The  evening  of  his  life  was  marked  by  the  same  activity 
of  his  moral  and  intellectual  powers  which  distinguished  its  meridian. 
His  conversation  with  his  family  upon  the  subject  of  his  dissolution 
was  free  and  cheerful.  A  few  days  before  he  died,  he  rose  firom  his 
bed  and  begged  that  it  might  be  made  up  for  him  so  that  he  might  dU 
in  a  decent  manner.  His  daughter  told  him  that  she  hoped  he  would 
recover  and  live  many  years  longer.     He  calmly  replied,  '/  hope  noV 
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the  death  of  this  good  and  amiable  papa.  Although 
we  have  long  expected  it,  we  were  none  the  less 
shocked  by  it  when  it  arrived.  He  loved  you  very 
tenderly,  as  he  did  all  your  family,  and  I  do  not 


upon  being  advised  to  change  his  position  in  bed,  that  he 
breathe  easy,  he  said,  *A  dying  man  can  do  nothing  easy.* 

"All  orders  and  bodies  of  people  have  vied  with  each  other  in  pa3nng 
tributes  of  respect  to  his  memory." 

Mrs.  Hewson,  writing  to  one  of  Dr.  Franklin's  oldest  friends  in 
Bngland,  thus  spoke  of  her  own  and  the  nation's  loss: 

"We  have  lost  that  valued,  that  venerable,  kind  friend,  whose 
knowledge  enlightened  our  minds,  and  whose  philanthropy  warmed 
our  hearts.  But  we  have  the  consolation  to  think,  that,  if  a  Ule  well 
spent  in  acts  of  universal  benevolence  to  mankind,  a  grateful  acknow- 
edgment  of  Divine  favor,  a  patient  submission  under  severe  chastise- 
ment, and  an  humble  trust  in  Almighty  mercy,  can  insure  the  happiness 
of  a  future  state,  our  present  loss  is  his  gain.  I  was  the  faithful  witness 
of  the  closing  scene,  which  he  sustained  with  that  calm  fortitude  which 
characterized  him  through  Hfe.  No  repining,  no  peevish  expression, 
aver  escaped  him  during  a  confinement  of  two  years,  in  which,  I  be- 
lieve, if  every  moment  of  ease  could  be  added  together,  would  not 
amount  to  two  whole  months.  When  the  pain  was  not  too  violent  to 
be  amused,  he  employed  himself  with  his  books,  his  pen,  or  in  conver- 
sation with  his  friends;  and  upon  every  occasion  displayed  the  clear- 
ness of  his  intellect  and  the  cheerfulness  of  his  temper.  Even  when 
the  intervals  from  pain  were  so  short,  that  his  words  were  frequently 
interrupted,  I  have  known  him  to  hold  a  discourse  in  a  sublime  strain 
of  piety.     I  say  this  to  you,  because  I  know  it  will  give  you  pleasure. 

"I  never  shall  forget  one  day  that  I  passed  with  our  friend  last 
sunmier.  I  fotmd  him  in  bed  in  great  agony;  but,  when  that  agony 
abated  a  little,  I  asked  if  I  shotild  read  to  him.  He  said,  yes;  and 
the  first  book  I  met  with  was  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets.  I  read  the 
Life  of  Watts,  who  was  a  favorite  author  with  Dr.  Franklin;  and, 
instead  of  lulling  him  to  sleep,  it  roused  him  to  a  display  of  the  powers 
of  his  memory  and  his  reason.  He  repeated  several  of  Watts'  Lyric 
Poems,  and  descanted  upon  their  sublimity  in  a  strain  worthy  of  them 
and  of  their  pious  author.  It  is  natural  for  us  to  wish  that  an  atten- 
tion to  some  ceremonies  had  accompanied  that  religion  of  the  heart, 
which  I  am  convinced  Dr.  Franklin  always  possessed;  but  let  us,  who 
feel  the  benefit  of  them,  continue  to  practise  them,  without  thinking 
lightly  of  that  piety,  which  could  support  pain  without  a  mtirmur,  and 
meet  death  without  terror." 
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doubt  you  will  share  my  just  sorrow.  I  intended 
writing  you  the  details  of  his  death  by  M.  de  Chau- 
mont,  but  the  duty  of  arranging  his  affairs,  and 
especially  his  papers,  prevented  my  answering  your 
last,  as  well  as  the  one  which  your  daughter  was 
pleased  to  write  me,  accompanying  her  work.  I 
have  been  touched  with  this  mark  of  her  condescen- 
sion and  friendship,  and  I  beg  you  to  testify  to  her 
my  gratitude  until  I  have  an  opporttmity  of  writing 
to  her,  which  will  certainly  be  by  the  first  occasion 
for  France.  Now,  as  I  am  about  writing,  her  good- 
ness will  awaken  me.  This  letter  will  reach  you  by 
way  of  England. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  profit  by  this  occasion  to  in- 
form you  that  my  grandfather,  among  other  l^ades, 
has  left  all  his  papers  and  manuscripts  to  me,  with 
permission  to  turn  them  to  what  profit  I  can.  Con- 
sequently, I  beg  you,  my  dear  friend,  to  show  to  no 
one  that  part  of  his  Life  which  he  sent  you  some 
time  since,  lest  some  one  copy  and  publish  it,  which 
would  infinitely  prejudice  the  publication  which  I 
propose  to  make  as  soon  as  possible,  of  his  entire 
Life  and  of  his  other  works.  As  I  have  the  original 
here  of  the  part  which  you  have,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  you  to  send  it  to  me,  but  I  beg  you  at 
all  events  to  put  it  in  an  envelope,  well  sealed,  ad- 
dressed to  me,  in  order  that  by  no  accident  it  may 
get  into  other  hands. 

If,  however,  it  should  be  necessary  to  assist  the 
person  who  will  pronounce  his  eulogy  at  the  Aca- 
demy, you  may  lend  it  for  that  purpose,  with  the 
stipulation  that  no  copy  of  it  shall  be  made,  and  with 
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such  other  precautions  as  you  deem  necessary.  The 
foreign  representatives  of  our  government  have  not 
yet  been  named.  It  is  possible  I  may  be  one,  which 
would  put  me  in  the  way  to  assist  in  the  publication 
of  my  grandfather's  works;  but  even  if  they  think 
no  more  of  me,  it  is  very  probable  that  I  shall  con- 
clude to  go  to  Europe,  inasmuch  as  I  am  persuaded  I 
can  derive  more  advantage  from  the  publication  in 
England  or  in  France  than  in  this  country. 

Adieu,  for  the  present.  In  two  or  three  weeks  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  write  to  you  directly,  as  well  as  to 
my  other  friends,  male  and  female,  in  France.  Love 
me,  my  dear  friend.  I  have  more  need  than  ever  of 
your  friendship. 

W.  T.  Franklin.* 

'  This  letter  was  written  in  French.  For  the  original  see  Bigelow's 
Lif$  of  Franklin,  Vol.  III.,  p.  465. 

More  than  a  month  elapsed  before  William  Temple  Franklin  an- 
nounced the  decease  of  his  grandfather  to  their  old  friend,  Le  VeiUard. 
It  is  difficult,  even  at  this  late  day,  to  read  with  composure  the  ex- 
cuses which  he  then  assigned  in  the  letter  above  for  omitting  all  de- 
tails of  the  last  illness  of  his  illustrious  relative.  This  yoimg  man 
appears  nowhere  to  so  little  advantage  as  in  his  utter  inability  to  com- 
prehend the  nature  and  magnitude  of  his  inheritance. 

The  mortal  remains  of  Dr.  Franklin  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  of 
Christ  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  beside  those  of  his  wife,  on  the  azst 
day  of  April,  1790.  A  plain  marble  slab  covers  the  two  graves,  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  of  his  will,  with  no  other  inscription  than  their 
names  and  the  year  of  his  decease. 

No  funeral  in  America  had  ever  before  been  so  numerously  attended, 
and  no  customary  testimonial  of  respect  for  the  most  illustrious  dead 
was  lacking  on  this  occasion.  Dr.  Smith,  provost  of  the  College  of 
Philadelphia,  and  David  Rittenhouse,  one  of  its  members,  were 
selected  by  the  Philosophical  Society  to  prepare  a  suitable  tribute  to 
its  founder,  and  President  Stiles  interpreted  the  sentiments  of  the 
collegiate  institutions  of  the  city  in  a  Latin  eulogy.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Madison,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  by  Congress,  then  sitting 
in  New  York,  "that  the  members  should  wear  the  customary  badge 
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franklin's   last  will  and  TESTAMENT 

I,  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  Philadelphia,  printer, 
late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 

of  mourning  for  one  month,  as  a  mark  of  due  veneration  to  the  mem- 
ory of  a  dtiaen  whose  native  genius  was  not  more  an  ornament  to 
human  nature  than  his  various  exertions  of  it  have  been  prscioai 
to  sdenoe,  to  freedom,  and  to  his  country." 

A  more  tmusual,  if  not  mors  flattering,  homage  was  paid  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  by  the  National  Assembly  of  France. 

On  the  morning  after  the  news  reached  Paris,  Jime  nth,  Mirabeaa 
rose  and  addressed  the  Assembly  as  follows: 

"Franklin  is  dead! 

"The  genius,  which  gave  freedom  to  America,  and  scattered  tor- 
rents of  light  upon  Europe,  is  returned  to  the  bosom  of  the  Divinity. 

"The  sage,  whom  two  worlds  claim;  the  man,  disputed  by  the 
history  of  the  sciences  and  the  history  of  empires,  holds,  most  un- 
doubtedly, an  elevated  rank  among  the  human  species. 

"Political  cabinets  have  but  too  long  notified  the  death  ci  those 
who  were  never  great  but  in  their  funeral  orations;  the  etiquette  ci 
courts  has  but  too  long  sanctioned  hypocritical  grief.  Nations  ought 
only  to  motun  for  their  benefactors;  the  representatives  of  free  men 
ought  never  to  recommend  any  other  than  the  heroes  of  humanity 
to  their  homage. 

"The  Congress  hath  ordered  a  general  mourning  for  one  month 
throughout  the  fourteen  confederated  States,  on  accotmt  of  the  death 
of  Franklin;  and  America  hath  thus  acqtiitted  her  tribute  of  admira- 
tion in  behalf  of  one  of  the  fathers  of  her  Constitution. 

"Would  it  not  be  worthy  of  you,  fellow-legislators,  to  unite  your- 
selves in  this  religious  act,  to  participate  in  this  homage  rendex«d  in 
the  face  of  the  universe  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  to  the  philosopher 
who  has  so  eminently  propagated  the  conquest  of  them  throughout  the 
world? 

"Antiqtiity  would  have  elevated  altars  to  that  mortal,  who  for  the 
advantage  of  the  human  race,  embracing  both  heaven  and  earth  in  his 
vast  and  extensive  mind,  knew  how  to  subdue  thunder  and  t3rranny. 

"Enlightened  and  free,  Europe  at  least  owes  its  remembrance  and 
its  regret  to  one  of  the  greatest  men  who  has  ever  served  the  cause  of 
philosophy  and  of  liberty. 

"I  propose,  that  a  decree  do  now  pass,  enacting,  that  the  National 
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of  America  to  the  Court  of  France,  now  President  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  make  and  declare  my 
last  will  and  testament  as  follows. 

To  my  son,  William  Franklin,  late  Governor  of 
the  Jerseys,  I  give  and  devise  all  the  lands  I  hold  or 

Asaembly  shall  wear  mourning  during  three  days  for  Benjamin 
FlankHn." 

La  Rochefoucauld  and  Lafayette  rose  immediately  to  second  the 
motion  of  the  orator,  which  was  adopted  by  acclamation.  It  was 
further  resolved  that  the  discourse  of  Mirabeau  should  be  printed, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  Assembly,  the  Abb6  Siey^,  should 
address  a  letter  of  condolence  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

"The  name  of  Benjamin  Franklin/'  said  President  Sieyte,  in  ful- 
filling the  instructions  of  the  Assembly,  "will  be  immcntal  in  the 
records  of  freedom  and  philosophy;  but  it  is  more  particularly  dear 
to  a  country  where,  conducted  by  the  most  sublime  mission,  this 
venerable  man  knew  how  very  soon  to  acquire  an  infinite  number  of 
friends  and  admirers,  as  well  by  the  simplicity  and  sweetness  of  his 
manners,  as  by  the  purity  of  his  principles,  the  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge, and  the  charms  of  his  mind." 

To  this  letter,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  Congress, 
President  Washington  sent  a  reply,  in  which  he  said  that  "so  pecuUar 
and  so  signal  an  expression  of  the  esteem  of  so  respectable  a  body  for 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whose  eminent  and  patriotic  services 
are  indelibly  engraved  on  the  nunds  of  his  countrymen,  cannot  fail 
to  be  appreciated  by  them  as  it  ought  to  be." 

Two  days  after  the  decree  of  the  National  Assembly,  M.  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld read  to  the  "Society  of  1789"  a  paper  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  Franklin.  The  Commune  of  Paris  also  ordered  a  cele- 
bration in  his  honor,  and  invited  the  Abb6  Pauchet  to  deliver  a  eulogy 
of  the  deceased,  of  which  they  sent  twenty-six  copies  to  Congress. 
Condoroet  pronotmced  an  elaborate  eulogy  also  before  the  Acadteiie 
des  Sciences,  on  the  13th  November.  The  printers  of  Paris  testified 
their  sense  of  the  loss  their  calling  had  sustained  by  assembling  in  a 
large  hall,  in  presence  of  a  column  surmounted  by  a  bust  of  Franklin, 
with  a  civic  crown  upon  his  head,  and  surrounded  by  printers,  cases, 
types,  press,  etc.  And  while  one  of  their  ntunber  delivered  a  eu- 
logy, they  printed  it  on  the  spot,  and  delivered  copies  of  it  to  the  vast 
concourse  attracted  by  the  occasion. 

The  city  of  Passy,  then  a  suburb,  but  now  one  of  the  most  attractive 
parts  of  the  city  of  Paris,  testified  its  respect  for  Franklin's  n:iemory 
by  giving  his  name  to  one  of  its  principal  streets  within  less  than  a 
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have  a  right  to,  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  to 
hold  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  assigns  forever.  I  also 
give  to  him  all  my  books  and  papers,  which  he  has 
in  his  possession,  and  all  debts  standing  against  him 
on  my  accotmt  books,  wiUing  that  no  payment  for, 

year  after  his  decease,  the  impulse,  no  doubt,  of  his  old  friend,  Le 
Veillard,  who  was  then  Mayor  of  that  place.  The  motives  for  this 
step  are  officially  set  forth  in  the  following  extract  from  the  official 
register,  which  was  kindly  furnished  the  editor  by  the  custodian  des 
Archives  de  la  BibUoMque  €t  des  Travaux  histariques,  at  the  H6tel  de 
ViS^,  of  Paris,  in  x866: 

"On  Saturday,  the  third  of  September,  of  the  year  seventeen  bun- 
dled and  ninety-one,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning.     .     .     . 

"The  council-general  offers  no  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the 
decree  relating  to  the  inscriptions  of  the  names  of  the  streets,  while 
observing  that  the  old  denominations  be  followed,  with  the  exception 
of  that  running  from  the  Grand  Rue  to  the  heretofore  barrier  of  the 
Ladies  of  St.  Mary,  which  not  yet  having  received  any  name  shall 
bear  that  of  Franklin,  in  perpetual  remembrance  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  municipality  of  the  long  sojourn  of  that  eminent  man  in  this 
parish." 

As  the  register  from  which  the  foregoing  is  an  extract  was  de8tro3red 
with  the  H6tel  de  Ville  in  187 1,  and  as  there  is  probably  no  other 
record  of  this  interesting  deliberation  now  in  existence,  save  that  from 
which  I  quote,  I  need  offer  no  apology  for  giving  the  authenticated 
record  at  length  in  these  pages. 

Secretariat  g^n^ral,  3e  Section  3e  Bureau. 

pr6pbcturb  du  d6partbmbnt  db  la  sbinb 

Expasi  des  motifs  qui  ant  fait  donner  le  nom  de  Franklin  d  une  des  rues 

de  la  commune  de  Passy 

D'un  r^gistre  d^pos^  aux  archives  de  la  Prefecture  de  la  Seine,  con- 
tenant  les  deliberations  du  Conseil  general  de  la  commime  de  Passy 
et  portant  au  con:miencement  la  date  du  3  Juillet  1791*  &  ete  extrait 
ce  qui  suit : 

L'an  mil  sept  quatre-vingt-onze,  le  samedi  trois  Septembre  sept 
heures  de  relev^e.  .  .  .  Le  Conseil  general  ne  s'oppose  pas  k  ce 
que  Tarrdt  relatif  au  jour  pris  pour  la  perception  et  oelui  relatif  aux 
inscriptions  des  noms  de  rues  soient  executes,  en  observant  k  regard 
des  rues,  que  les  anciennes  denominations  soient  suivies,  k  Texception 
de  celle  allant  de  la  grande  rue  k  la  cydevant  Barridre  des  Dames  Sainte- 
Marie,  laquelle,  n'ayant  point  encore  de  nom,  portera  celui  de  Franklin, 
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nor  restitution  of,  the  same  be  required  of  him,  by 
my  executors.  The  part  he  acted  against  me  in  the 
late  war,  which  is  of  public  notoriety,  will  account 
for  my  leaving  him  no  more  of  an  estate  he  endeav- 
ored to  deprive  me  of.' 

Having  since  my  return  from  France  demolished 
the  three  houses  in  Market  Street,  between  Third 
and  Fourth  Streets,  fronting  my  dwelHng-hotise,  and 
erected  two  new  and  larger  ones  on  the  ground,  and 
having  also  erected  another  house  on  the  lot  whidi 
formerly  was  the  passage  to  my  dwelling,  and  also  a 
I>rinting-ofl&ce  between  my  dwelling  and  the  front 
houses ;  now  I  do  give  and  devise  my  said  dwelling- 
house,  wherein  I  now  live,*  my  said  three  new  houses, 

pour  rappeler  k  perpettiit^  aux  habitants  de  oette  inttmcipa]it6  le 
long  a^our  de  oe  grand  homme  stir  la  paroisse.     .     .    . 

Sign6  au  r6gistre : 

Lbvbillard  (Maire), 

DUSSAULT  et  PSRISBUX 

{Officiers  municipaux)^ 

tous8aint,  girandibr, 

Dandumont,  Husson, 

Harrobl  et  Ollivibr 

(Notables). 
Certifi^  conforme  k  roriginal. 

La  chef  de  la  section  des  archives  de  la  biblioth^ue  et  des  travaux 
historiques. — Charles  Rbad. 

'  This  part  of  Franklin's  will  was  prepared  about  two  years  before 
his  death.  His  estate  was  then  estimated  to  be  fairly  worth  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thotisand  dollars. 

He  never  saw  his  son  William  after  they  separated  at  Southampton, 
in  1785,  nor  does  it  appear  that  they  ever  held  any  correspondence 
with  each  other  subsequent  to  that  event.  The  ex-governor  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  London,  and  attained  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  After  the  war  he  married  a  second  time,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  he  left  any  issue  by  these  nuptials. — Editor. 

'  The  dwelling-house  in  which  Franklin  died  was  torn  down  in  i8ia, 
and  the  carriage-way  which  led  to  it  is  now  called  Franklin  Court. — 
Editor. 
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my  printing-offioe  and  the  lots  of  ground  thereto 
belonging;  also  my  small  lot  and  house  in  Sixth 
Street,  which  I  bought  of  the  widow  Henmarsh; 
also  my  pasture-ground  which  I  have  in  Hidrary 
Lane,  with  the  buildings  thereon ;  also  my  house  and 
lot  on  the  north  side  ci  Market  Street,  now  oocuxned 
by  Mary  Jacobs,  together  with  two  houses  and  lots  be* 
hind  the  same,  and  fronting  on  Pewter-Platter  Alley ; 
also  my  lot  of  ground  in  Arch  Street,  opposite  the 
diurch  burying-ground,  with  the  buildings  theieofi 
erected ;  also  all  my  silver  plate,  pictures,  and  house- 
hold goods,  of  every  kind,  now  in  my  said  dwelling- 
house,  to  my  datighter,  Sarah  Bache,  and  to  her 
husband,  Richard  Bache,  to  hold  to  them  for  and 
during  their  natural  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  longest 
liver  of  them.  And  from  and  after  the  decease  of 
the  survivor  of  them,  I  do  give,  devise,  and  bequeath 
to  all  children  already  bom,  or  to  be  bom  of  my  said 
datighter,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  as 
tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants. 

And,  if  any  or  either  of  them  shall  happen  to  die 
under  age,  and  without  issue,  the  part  and  share  of 
him,  her,  or  them,  so  dying,  shall  go  to  and  be 
equally  divided  among  the  survivors  or  survivor  of 
them.  But  my  intention  is,  that,  if  any  or  either  of 
them  should  happen  to  die  under  age,  leaving  issue, 
such  issue  shall  inherit  the  part  and  share  that  would 
have  passed  to  his,  her,  or  their  parent,  had  he,  she, 
or  they  been  living. 

And,  as  some  of  my  said  devisees  may,  at  the 
death  of  the  survivor  of  their  father  or  mother,  be  of 
age,  and  others  of  them  under  age,  so  as  that  all  of 
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them  may  not  be  of  capacity  to  make  division,  I  in 
that  case  request  and  authorize  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  Pemisylvania  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  three  of  them,  not  personally  in- 
terested, to  appoint  by  writing,  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  three  honest,  intelligent,  impartial  men  to 
make  the  said  division,  and  to  assign  and  allot  to 
each  of  my  devisees  their  respective  share,  whidi  di* 
vision,  so  made  and  committed  to  writing  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  the  said  three  men,  or  of  any 
two  dt  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  said  judges,  I  do 
hereby  declare  shall  be  binding  on,  and  conclusive  be- 
tween the  said  devisees. 

All  the  lands  near  the  Ohio,  and  the  lots  near  the 
centre  of  Philadelphia,which  I  lately  purchased  of  the 
State,  I  give  to  my  son-in-law,  Richaid  Bache,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever;  I  also  give  him  the  bond 
I  have  against  him,  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  pounds,  five  shillings,  together  with  the 
interest  that  shaU  or  may  accrue  thereon,  and  direct 
the  same  to  be  delivered  up  to  him  by  my  executors, 
cancelled,  requesting  that,  in  consideration  thereof, 
he  would  immediately  after  my  decease  manumit  and 
set  free  his  negro  man  Bob.  I  leave  to  him,  also,  the 
money  due  to  me  from  the  State  of  Virginia  for  types. 
I  also  give  to  him  the  bond  of  William  Goddard  and 
his  sister,  and  the  counter  bond  of  the  late  Robert 
Grace,  and  the  bond  and  judgn:ient  of  Francis  Childs, 
if  not  recovered  before  my  decease,  or  any  other 

bonds,  except  the  bond  due  from Killan,  of 

Delaware  State,  which  I  give  to  my  grandson,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Bache.   I  also  discharge  him,  my  said 
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son-in-law,  from  all  claim  and  rent  of  moneys  due  to 
me,  on  book  account  or  otherwise.  I  also  give  him 
all  my  musical  instruments. 

The  king  of  France's  picture,  set  with  four  hund- 
red and  eight  diamonds,  I  give  to  my  daughter, 
Sarah  Bache,  requesting,  however,  that  she  would 
not  form  any  of  those  diamonds  into  ornaments 
either  for  herself  or  daughters,  and  thereby  intro- 
duce or  countenance  the  expensive,  vain,  and  useless 
fashion  of  wearing  jewels  in  this  country ;  and  those 
immediately  connected  with  the  picttire  may  be 
preserved  with  the  same.' 

I  give  and  devise  to  my  dear  sister,  Jane  Mecom^  a 
house  and  lot  I  have  in  Unity  Street,  Boston,  now  or 
late  tmder  the  care  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams,  to  her 
and  to  her  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  I  also  give  her 
the  yearly  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling,  during  life,  to 
conmience  at  my  death,  and  to  be  paid  to  her  aimu- 
ally  out  of  the  interests  or  dividends  arising  on  twelve 
shares  which  I  have  since  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia 
purchased  in  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and,  at  her 
decease,  I  give  the  said  twelve  shares  in  the  bank  to 
my  daughter,  Sarah  Bache,  and  her  husband,  Rich- 
ard Bache.  But  it  is  my  express  will  and  desire 
that,  after  the  payment  of  the  above  fifty  pounds 
sterling  anntially  to  my  said  sister,'  my  said  daughter 

<  In  ptirsuance  of  the  instructions  and  implibations  of  this  clause, 
Mrs.  Bache  sold  the  outer  circle  of  diamonds,  and  upon  the  proceeds 
she  and  her  husband  made  the  tour  of  Europe.  The  miniature  was 
as  late  as  1874  in  the  ctistody  of  W.  J.  Duane,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 
— Editor. 

*  Mrs.  Mecom  survived  to  ^pjoy  her  illustrious  brother's  liberality 
about  four  years,  when  she  too  was  gathered  to  her  fathers,  the  last 
of  seventeen  children,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two. — Editor. 
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be  allowed  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  interest  or 
dividends  on  those  shares  to  her  sole  and  separate 
use,  during  the  life  of  my  said  sister,  and  afterwards 
the  whole  of  the  interest  or  dividends  thereof  as  her 
private  pocket  money. 

I  give  the  right  I  have  to  take  up  three  thotisand 
acres  of  land  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  granted  to  me 
by  the  government  of  that  State,  to  my  grandson, 
William  Temple  Franklin,^  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever.  I  also  give  to  my  grandson,  William  Temple 
Franklin,  the  bond  and  judgment  I  have  against  him 
of  four  thousand  pounds  sterling,  my  right  to  the 
same  to  cease  upon  the  day  of  his  marriage ;  and  if 
he  dies  unmarried,  my  will  is,  that  the  same  be  re- 
covered and  divided  among  my  other  grandchildren 
the  children  of  my  daughter,  Sarah  Bache,  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  I  have  herein  before  given  to 
them  the  other  parts  of  my  estate. 

The  philosophical  instruments  I  have  in  Phila- 
delphia I  give  to  my  ingenious  friend,  Francis 
Hopkinson. 

To  the  children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grand- 
children of  my  brother,  Samuel  Franklin,  that  may  be 
Kving  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  I  give  fifty  i)ounds 
sterling,  to  be  equally  divided  among  them.  To  the 
children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren  of 
my  sister,  Anne  Harris,  that  nfiay  be  living  at  the 
time  of  my  decease,  I  give  fifty  pounds  sterling,  to  be 

'  William  Temple  Franklin  sailed  for  England  soon  after  his  grand- 
father's death,  and  never  returned  to  the  United  States.  Of  his 
career  in  England  little  is  known  beyond  what  is  set  forth  in  the 
"Introductory"  pages  of  this  work  in  relation  to  his  part  in  the  publi- 
cation of  his  father's  papers.     He  died  in  Paris  in  1823. — Editor. 


9o8  The  Works  of  U^ 

equally  divided  among  ihem.  To  the  children,  grand- 
children, and  great-grandchildren  of  my  brotber, 
James  Franklin,  that  may  be  living  at  the  time  of 
my  decease,  I  give  fifty  pounds  sterling,  to  be  equally 
divided  among  them.  To  the  children,  grandchildren, 
and  great-grandchildren  of  my  sister,  Sarah  Daven- 
port, that  may  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease.  I 
give  fifty  pounds  sterling  to  be  equally  divided 
among  Ihem.  To  the  children,  grandchildren,  and 
great-grandchildren  of  my  sister,  Lydia  Scott,  that 
may  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  I  give  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  to  be  equally  divided  among  them. 
To  the  children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grandchil- 
dren of  my  sister,  Jane  Mecom,  that  may  be  living  at 
the  tvcob  of  my  decease,  I  give  fifty  potmds  sterling, 
to  be  equally  divided  among  them. 

I  give  to  my  grandson,  Benjamin  Franklin  Backe^^ 
all  the  types  and  printing  materials,  which  I  now 
have  in  Philadelphia,  with  the  complete  letter  foun- 
dery,  which,  in  the  whole,  I  suppose  to  be  worth  near 
one  thousand  x>ounds;  but  if  he  should  die  under 
age,  then  I  do  order  the  same  to  be  sold  by  my  ex- 
ecutors, the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  the 
moneys  thence  arising  to  be  equally  divided  among 
all  the  rest  of  my  said  daughter's  children,  or  their 
representatives,  each  one  on  coming  of  age  to  take 

'  This  boy  was  bom  August  la,  1769,  accompanied  his  grandfather 
to  Paris,  was  some  time  at  school  at  Geneva,  and  finally  became  the 
first  publisher  and  editor  of  the  Aurora  newspaper.  He  married 
Margaret  Hartman  Markoe,  a  native  of  Santa  Cruz,  of  Danish  origin, 
and  died  in  Philadelphia  of  yellow  fever,  September  10,  1798,  leaving 
four  children,  two  of  whom  died  unmarried.  All  the  male  descendants 
of  the  other  two,  I  believe,  hold  or  have  held  positions  of  distinctiosi 
and  influence. — Editor. 
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his  or  her  ahare,  and  the  children  of  such  of  them  as 
may  die  under  age  to  represent,  and  to  take  the 
share  and  proportion  of,  the  parent  so  dying,  each 
one  to  receive  his  or  her  part  of  such  share  as  they 
come  of  age. 

With  regard  to  my  books,  those  I  had  in  France 
and  those  I  left  in  Philadelphia,  being  now  assem- 
bled together  here,  and  a  catalogue  made  of  them, 
it  is  my  intention  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  fol- 
lows: My  "History  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences," 
in  sixty  or  seventy  volumes  quarto,  I  give  to  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  President,  My  collection  in 
folio  of  '* Les  Arts  et  les  Metiers,"  I  give  to  the  Atnerp- 
can  Philosophical  Society,  established  in  New  Eng- 
land, of  which  I  am  a  member.  My  quarto  edition 
oi  the  same,  "Arts  et  Metiers,"  I  give  to  the  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia.  Such  and  so  many  of  my 
books  as  I  shall  mark  on  the  said  catalogue  with  the 
name  of  my  grandson,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  I 
do  hereby  give  to  him ;  and  such  and  so  n^ny  of  my 
books  as  I  shall  mark  on  the  said  catalogue  with  the 
name  of  my  grandson,  William  Bache,  I  do  hereby 
give  to  him;  and  such  as  shall  be  n^^rked  with  the 
name  of  Jonathan  Williams,  I  hereby  give  to  my 
cousin  of  that  name.  The  residue  and  remainder  of 
all  my  books,  manuscripts,  and  papers,  I  do  give  to 
my  grandson,  William  Temple  Franklin.  My  share 
in  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  I  give  to 
my  grandson,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  confiding 
that  he  will  permit  his  brothers  and  sisters  to  share 
in  the  use  of  it. 

▼OL.  zn.— X4. 


aio  The  Works  of  [1790 

I  was  bom  in  Boston,  New  England,  and  owe  xny 
first  instructions  in  literattire  to  the  free  grammar- 
schools  established  there.  I  therefore  give  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling'  to  my  executors,  to  be 
by  them,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  paid 
over  to  the  managers  or  directors  of  the  free  schools 
in  my  native  town  of  Boston,  to  be  by  them,  or 
by  those  person  or  persons,  who  shall  have  the 
superintendence  and  management  of  the  said  schools, 
put  out  to  interest,  and  so  continued  at  interest  for 
ever,  which  interest  annually  shall  be  laid  out  in 
silver  medals,  and  given  as  honorary  rewards  annu- 
ally by  the  directors  of  the  said  free  schools  be- 
longing to  the  said  town,  in  such  manner  as  to 
the  discretion  of  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town  shall 
seem  meet. 

Out  of  the  salary  that  may  remain  due  to  me  as 
President  of  the  State,  I  do  give  the  sum  of  two 
thotisand  potinds  to  my  executors,  to  be  by  them,  the 
stirvivors  or  survivor  of  them,  paid  over  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  the  legislature  of  this  State  by  an 
act  of  Assembly  shaU  appoint  to  receive  the  same  in 
trust,  to  be  employed  for  making  the  river  Schuylkill 
navigable. 

And  what  money  of  mine  shall,  at  the  time  of 
my  decease,  remain  in  the  hands  of  my  bankers, 

'  This  one  hundred  pounds  proved  a  singularly  auspicious  invest- 
ment.  With  the  addition  of  a  little  to  the  fund  from  the  city  treasury 
of  Boston,  its  medals  have  rewarded  the  diligence  and  exemplary 
conduct  of  over  four  thousand  boys  who  have  been  found  to  merit 
them,  and  have  no  doubt  stimulated  to  extra  exertion  perhaps  hund- 
reds of  thotisands  who  were  less  forttmate.  The  amount  of  this  fond 
has  more  than  doubled  since  Franklin's  death. — Editor. 
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Messrs.  Ferdinand  Grand  and  Son,  at  Paris,  or 
Messrs.  Smith,  Wright,  and  Gray,  of  London,  I 
will  that,  after  my  debts  are  paid  and  deducted, 
with  the  money  legacies  of  this  my  will,  the  same 
be  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  two  of  which  I  give 
to  my  dear  daughter,  Sarah  Bache,  one  to  her  son 
Benjamin,  and  one  to  my  grandson,  William  Temple 
Franklin. 

During  the  number  of  years  I  was  in  business  as  a 
stationer,  printer,  and  postmaster,  a  great  many  small 
sums  became  due  for  books,  advertisements,  postage 
of  letters,  and  other  matters,  which  were  not  collected 
when,  in  1757,  I  was  sent  by  the  Assembly  to  Eng- 
land as  their  agent,  and  by  subsequent  appointments 
continued  there  till  1775,  when  on  my  return,  I  was 
immediately  engaged  in  the  aflEairs  of  Congress,  and 
sent  to  France  in  1776,  where  I  remained  nine  years, 
not  returning  till  1785 :  and  the  said  debts,  not  being 
demanded  in  such  a  length  of  time,  are  become  in 
a  manner  obsolete,  yet  are  nevertheless  justly  due. 
These,  as  they  are  stated  in  my  great  folio  ledger  E, 
I  bequeath  to  the  contributors  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  hoping  that  those  debtors,  and  the  descend- 
ants of  such  as  are  deceased,  who  now,  as  I  find, 
make  some  difficulty  of  satisfying  such  antiquated 
demands  as  just  debts,  may,  however,  be  induced 
to  pay  or  give  them  as  charity  to  that  excellent  in- 
stitution. I  am  sensible  that  much  must  inevi- 
tably be  lost,  but  I  hope  something  considerable 
may  be  recovered.  It  is  possible,  too,  that  some 
of  the  parties  charged  may  have  existing  old,  unset- 
tled accounts  against  me ;  in  which  case  the  managers 
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of  the  said  hospital  will  allow  and  deduct  the  amount, 
or  pay  the  balance  if  they  find  it  against  me/ 

My  debtsand  l^^adesbeingall  satisfied  andpaid,  the 
rest  and  residue  of  all  my  estate,  real  and  personal,  not 
herein  expressly  disposed  of,  I  do  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  son  and  datighter,  Richard  and  Sarah  Bache. 

I  request  my  friends,  Henry  Hill,  Esquire,  John 
Jay,  Esquire,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esquire,  and  Mr. 
Edward  DuflEield,  of  Benfield,  in  Philadelphia  County, 
to  be  the  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment ;  and  I  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  them  for 
that  purpose. 

I  would  have  my  body  buried  with  as  little  expense 
or  ceremony  as  may  be.  I  revoke  all  former  wills  by 
me  made,  declaring  this  only  to  be  my  last. 

In  witness  thereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
[seal]       hand  and  seal,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

B.  Franexin. 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  by 

the  above-named  Benjamin  Franklin,  for 

and  as  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  the 

presence  of  us. 

Abraham  Shoemakbr, 

John  Jones, 

George  Moore. 

<  This  bequest  did  not  realize  the  hopes  and  wishes  of  its  author. 
After  trying  seven  years  to  get  something  from  it,  the  managers  of 
the  hospital  decided  formally  that,  as  many  of  the  bequeathed  debts 
were  small,  numbers  of  them  due  from  persons  xmlcnown,  and  all  of 
them  from  thirty  to  sixty  years  old,  which  precludes  every  hope  of 
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CODICIL 

I,  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the  foregoing  or  annexed 
last  will  and  testament  named,  having  further  con- 
sidered the  same,  do  think  proper  to  make  and  pub- 
lish the  following  codicil  or  addition  thereto. 

It  having  long  been  a  fixed  political  opinion  of 
mine,  that  in  a  democratical  state  there  otight  to  be 
no  offices  of  profit,  for  the  reasons  I  had  given  in  an 
article  of  my  drawing  in  otir  Constitution,  it  was  my 
intention  when  I  accepted  the  office  of  President,  to 
devote  the  appointed  salary  to  some  public  uses. 
Accordingly,  I  had  already,  before  I  made  my  will  in 
July  last,  given  large  stuns  of  it  to  colleges,  schools, 
btiilding  of  chtirches,  etc.;  and  in  that  will  I  be- 
queathed two  thousand  pounds  more  to  the  State 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Schuylkill  navigable. 
But  understanding  since  that  such  a  stim  will  do  but 
little  towards  accomplishing  such  a  work,  and  that 
the  project  is  not  likely  to  be  undertaken  for  many 
years  to  come,  and  having  entertained  another  idea, 
that  I  hope  may  be  more  extensively  tiseful,  I  do 
hereby  revoke  and  annul  that  bequest,  and  direct 
that  the  certificates  I  have  for  what  remains  due  to 
me  of  that  salary  be  sold,  towards  raising  the  sum  of 
two  thotisand  pounds  sterling,  to  be  disposed  of  as  I 
am  now  about  to  order. 

It  has  been  an  opinion,  that  he  who  receives  an 
estate  from  his  ancestors  is  under  some  kind  of  obli- 
gation to  transmit  the  same  to  their  posterity.    This 

leoovering  as  much  as  will  answer  the  demands  exhibited  against  the 
decedent,  the  legacy  be  not  accepted,  and  the  ledger  be  returned  to 
the  Doctor's  heirs. — Editor. 
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obligation  does  not  lie  on  me,  who  never  inherited  a 
shilling  from  any  ancestor  or  relation.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, if  it  is  not  diminished  by  some  accident  before 
my  death,  leave  a  considerable  estate  among  my  de- 
scendants and  relations.  The  above  observation  is 
made  merely  as  some  apology  to  my  family  for  mak- 
ing beqtaests  that  do  not  appear  to  have  any  imme- 
diate relation  to  their  advantage. 

I  was  bom  in  Boston,  New  England,  and  owe  my 
first  instructions  in  literature  to  the  free  grammar- 
schools  established  there.  I  have,  therefore,  already 
considered  these  schools  in  my  will.  But  I  am  also 
under  obligations  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for 
having,  imasked,  appointed  me  formerly  their  agent 
in  England,  with  a  handsome  salary,  which  contintaed 
some  years ;  and  although  I  accidentally  lost  in  their 
service,  by  transmitting  Governor  Hutchinson's  let- 
ters, much  more  than  the  amount  of  what  they  gave 
me,  I  do  not  think  that  ought  in  the  least  to  dimin- 
ish my  gratitude. 

I  have  considered  that,  among  artisans,  good  ap- 
prentices are  most  likely  to  make  good  citizens,  and, 
having  myself  been  bred  to  a  manual  art,  printing,  in 
my  native  town,  and  afterwards  assisted  to  set  up  my 
business  in  Philadelphia  by  kind  loans  of  money  from 
two  friends  there,  which  was  the  fotmdation  of  my 
fortune,  and  of  all  the  utiUty  in  Ufe  that  may  be 
ascribed  to  me,  I  wish  to  be  useful  even  after  my 
death,  if  possible,  in  forming  and  advancing  other 
yoimg  men,  that  may  be  serviceable  to  their  cotmtry 
in  both  those  towns.  To  this  end,  I  devote  two 
thousand  potmds  sterling,  of  which  I  give  one  thou- 
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sand  thereof  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston , 
in  Massachusetts,  and  the  other  thousand  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  trust,  to 
and  for  the  uses,  intents,  and  purposes  hereinafter 
mentioned  and  declared. 

The  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  if 
accepted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
shall  be  managed  under  the  direction  of  the  select- 
n:ien,  united  with  the  ministers  of  the  oldest  Episco- 
palian, Congregational,  and  Presbyterian  churches 
in  that  town,  who  are  to  let  out  the  stun  upon  interest 
at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  such  young  married 
artificers,  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  as  have 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  said  town,  and  faith- 
fully fulfilled  the  duties  required  in  their  indenttires, 
so  as  to  obtain  a  good  moral  character  from  at  least 
two  respectable  citizens,  who  are  willing  to  become 
their  sureties,  in  a  bond  with  the  applicants,  for  the 
repayment  of  the  moneys  so  lent,  with  interest, 
according  to  the  terms  hereinafter  prescribed;  all 
which  bonds  are  to  be  taken  for  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  current  gold  coin ;  and 
the  managers  shall  keep  a  botmd  book  or  books, 
wherein  shall  be  entered  the  names  of  those  who 
shall  apply  for  and  receive  the  benefits  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  of  their  sureties,  together  with  the  sums 
lent,  the  dates,  and  other  necessary  and  proper 
records  respecting  the  business  and  concerns  of  this 
institution.  And  as  these  loans  are  intended  to 
assist  young  married  artificers  in  setting  up  their  busi- 
ness, they  are  to  be  proportioned  by  the  discretion 
of  the  managers,  so  as  not  to  exceed  sixty  pounds 
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sterling  to  one  person,  nor  to  be  less  than  fifteen 
pounds;  and  if  the  number  of  appliers  so  entitled 
should  be  so  large  as  that  the  sum  will  not  suffice  to 
afford  to  each  as  much  as  might  otherwise  not  be  im- 
proper, the  proportion  to  each  shall  be  diminished  so 
as  to  afford  to  every  one  some  assistance.  These 
aids,  may  therefore,  be  small  at  first,  but,  as  the  cap- 
ital increases  by  the  accumulated  interest,  they  will 
be  more  ample.  And  in  order  to  serve  as  nniany  as 
possible  in  their  turn,  as  weU  as  to  make  the  repay- 
ment of  the  principal  borrowed  more  easy,  each 
borrower  shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  with  the  yearly  in- 
terest, one  tenth  part  of  the  principal,  whidh  smns  of 
principal  and  interest,  so  paid  in,  shall  be  again  let 
out  to  fresh  borrowers. 

And,  as  it  is  prestimed  that  there  will  always 
be  found  in  Boston  virtuous  and  benevolent  citizens, 
willing  to  bestow  a  part  of  their  time  in  doing  good 
to  the  rising  generation,  by  superintending  and  man- 
aging this  institution  gratis,  it  is  hoped  that  no  part 
of  the  money  will  at  any  time  be  dead,  or  be  diverted 
to  other  purposes,  but  be  continually  augmenting  by 
the  interest;  in  which  case  there  may,  in  time,  be 
more  than  the  occasions  in  Boston  shall  require,  and 
then  some  may  be  spared  to  the  neighboring  or  other 
towns  in  the  said  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  may 
desire  to  have  it ;  such  towns  engaging  to  pay  punc- 
tually the  interest  and  the  portions  of  the  principal, 
annually,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston. 

If  this  plan  is  executed,  and  succeeds  as  projected 
without  interruption  for  one  hundred  years,  the  sum 
will  then  be  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thotisand 
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pounds;  of  which  I  would  have  the  managers  of  the 
donation  to  the  town  of  Boston  then  lay  out,  at  their 
discretion,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  public 
works,  which  may  be  judged  of  most  general  utility 
to  the  inhabitants,  such  as  fortifications,  bridges, 
aqueducts,  public  buildings,  baths,  pavements,  or 
whatever  may  make  living  in  the  town  more  conven- 
ient to  its  people,  and  render  it  more  agreeable  to 
strangers  resorting  thither  for  health  or  a  tempo- 
rary residence.  The  remaining  thirty-one  thousand 
pounds  I  would  have  continued  to  be  let  out  on  in- 
terest, in  the  manner  above  directed,  for  another 
hundred  years,  as  I  hope  it  will  have  been  found  that 
the  institution  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  conduct 
of  youth,  and  been  of  service  to  many  worthy  char- 
acters and  useful  dtizens.  At  the  end  of  this  second 
term,  if  no  unfortunate  accident  has  prevented  the 
operation,  the  stun  will  be  four  millions  and  sbcty-one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  of  which  I  leave  one 
million  sixty-one  thousand  x)ounds  to  the  disposition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  three 
millions  to  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  the 
State,  not  presuming  to  carry  my  views  farther. 

All  the  directions  herein  given,  respecting  the  dis- 
position and  management  of  the  donation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  I  would  have  observed  re- 
specting that  to  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  only, 
as  Philadelphia  is  incorporated,  I  request  the  corpora- 
tion of  that  city  to  undertake  the  management  agree- 
ably to  the  said  directions;  and  I  do  hereby  vest 
them  with  full  and  ample  powers  for  that  purpose. 
And,  having  considered  that  the  covering  a  ground 
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plat  with  buildings  and  pavements,  which  carry  off 
most  of  the  rain  and  prevent  its  soaking  into  the 
earth  and  renewing  and  ptirifying  the  springs, 
whence  the  water  of  wells  must  gradiially  grow 
worse,  and  in  time  be  tmfit  for  use,  as  I  find  has 
happened  in  all  old  cities,  I  recommend  that  at  the 
end  of  the  first  hundred  years,  if  not  done  before,  the 
corporation  of  the  city  employ  a  part  of  the  hundred 
thousand  pounds  in  bringing,  by  pipes,  the  water  erf 
Wissahickon  Creek  into  the  town,  so  as  to  supply 
the  inhabitants,  which  I  apprehend  may  be  done 
without  great  diffictilty,  the  level  of  the  creek  being 
much  above  that  of  the  city,  and  may  be  n:iade 
higher  by  a  dam.  I  also  recommend  making  the 
Sdiuylkill  completely  navigable.  At  the  end  of  the 
second  hundred  years,  I  would  have  the  disposition 
of  the  four  million  and  sixty-one  thousand  pounds 
divided  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  sanae  nmnner  as  herein  directed  with  respect  to 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  the  govem- 
tnent  of  Massachusetts. 

It  is  my  desire  that  this  institution  should  tate 
place  and  begin  to  operate  within  one  year  after  my 
decease,  for  which  purpose  due  notice  should  be  pub- 
licly given  previous  to  the  expiration  of  that  year, 
that  those  for  whose  benefit  this  establishment  is  in- 
tended may  make  their  respective  applications.  And 
I  hereby  direct  my  executors,  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  within  six  months  after  my  decease,  to 
pay  over  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  duly  appointed 
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by  the  selectmen  of  Boston  and  the  corporation  of 
Philadelphia,  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  their  re- 
spective stmis,  of  one  thousand  poimds  each,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid. 

Considering  the  accidents  to  which  all  human 
affairs  and  projects  are  subject  in  such  a  length  of 
time,  I  have,  perhaps,  too  much  flattered  myself  with 
a  vain  fancy  that  these  dispositions,  if  carried  into 
execution,  will  be  continued  without  interruption  and 
have  the  effects  proposed.  I  hope,  however,  that  if 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  cities  should  not  think  fit 
to  undertake  the  execution,  they  will,  at  least,  accept 
the  offer  of  these  donations  as  a  mark  of  my  good- 
will, a  token  of  my  gratitude,  and  a  testimony  of  my 
earnest  desire  to  be  useful  to  them  after  my  depart- 
ure. I  wish,  indeed,  that  they  may  both  undertake 
to  endeavor  the  execution  of  the  project,  because  I 
think  that,  though  unforeseen  difficulties  may  arise, 
expedients  will  be  found  to  remove  them,  and  the 
scheme  be  found  practicable.  If  one  of  them  accepts 
the  money,  with  the  conditions,  and  the  other  refuses, 
my  will  then  is,  that  both  sums  be  given  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  accepting,  the  whole  to  be  applied  to 
the  san:ie  purposes,  and  under  the  same  regulations 
directed  for  the  separate  parts ;  and,  if  both  refuse, 
the  money  of  course  remains  in  the  mass  of  my  estate, 
and  is  to  be  disposed  of  therewith  according  to  my 
will  made  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  1788.' 

'  These  bequests  have  failed  to  realize  the  hopes  of  the  testator. 
The  conditions  upon  which  the  money  was  to  be  loaned  were  all 
practically  fatal  to  its  success.  The  number  of  persons  who  are  mar- 
ried, under  twenty-five  years  of  age,  in  need  of  so  small  a  sum  as  two 
Imndred  dollars,  who  would  be  able  and  willing  to  produce  two 
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I  wish  to  be  buried  by  fhe  side  of  my  wife»  if  it 

may  be,  and  that  a  marble  stone,  to  be  made  by 

Chambers,  six  feet  long,  fotir  feet  wide,  plain,  with 

only  a  small  moulding  round  the  upper  edge,  and  this 

inscription: 

Benjamin 

AND        y  Franklin 
Deborah 

178— 
to  be  placed  over  us  both. 

My  fine  crab-tree  walking-stick,  with  a  gold  head 

curiously  wrought  in  the  form  of  the  cap  of  liberty, 

I  give  to  my  friend,  and  the  friend  of  mankind,  Gen- 

eral  Washington.    If  it  were  a  sceptre,  he  has  merited 

responsible  sureties  for  a  loan,  has  probably  diminished  every  year  in 
Boston  since  Franklin's  death. 

There  were  but  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  loans  from  this  fund 
from  May,  1791,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1836,  in  sums  varying  from 
seventy  dollars  to  two  hundred  and  sizty-six  up  to  the  year  z8oo,  and 
of  about  two  hundred  dollars  since  that  time.  From  July,  z8zz,  to 
Z836,  fifty  out  of  ziinety-one  loans  were  repaid  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
sureties. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  City  Auditor  of  Boston 
for  z87a-3  gives  the  condition  of  the  fund  up  to  that  time: 

"Amount  of  fund  (for  mechanics)  as  per  re- 
port of  F.  U.  Tracy,  City  Treasurer, 

Jan.  z,  Z873,         $i7i.3»S-8o 

Amount  Januanr  z,  z87a, $z6o,9zz.z5 

Interest  accrued  during  the  3rear        .     .     .  z 0,404. 6 5 

$z7z,3zs.8o     $z7z,3zs.8o 

"No  loan  has  been  made  in  Z873.  Only  one  application  was  made 
during  the  year,  and  upon  that  the  aldermen  had  not  acted  up  to 
November. 

"The  Treasurer  also  reports  that  he  will  have  to  sue  one  or  two  of 
the  three  bonds  now  out." 

The  fate  of  the  bequest  in  Philadelphia,  so  far  as  it  has  differed  from 
this,  has  been  for  the  worse.  It  was  more  reckessly  lent  and  the 
tmloaned  balances  less  prudently  invested. 

The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  fund,  taken  from  the 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  City  Trusts,  for  the  year 
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it,  and  would  become  it.  It  was  a  xnresent  to  me 
from  that  excellent  woman,  Maxlame  de  Forbach,  the 
Dowager  Duchess  of  Deux-Ponts,  connected  with 
some  verses  which  should  go  with  it. 

I  give  my  gold  watch  to  my  son-in-law,  Richard 
Bache,  and  also  the  gold  watch  chain  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States,  which  I  have  not  yet  worn.  My  time- 
piece, that  stands  in  my  library,  I  give  to  my  grand- 
son, WiUiam  Temple  Franklin.  I  give  him  also  my 
Chinese  gong.  To  my  dear  old  friend,  Mrs.  Mary 
Hewsan,  I  give  one  of  my  silver  tankards  marked 

1879,  shows  that  its  accumulations  are  scarce  one  third  as  great  as 
those  of  the  Boston  fund: 

1872.  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   TRUST 

Income  to  be  loaned  to  yotmg  mar- 
ried artificers  who  have  served  an 

apprenticeship   in   Philadelphia, 

and  faithfully  fulfilled  the  duties 

required  in  their  indentures,  and 

who  can  furnish  two  satisfactory 

securities  for  the  rettim  of  tlie 

money.     (Application    for    this 

loan  can  be  made  to  Charles  Oat, 

No.  19  South  Fifth  St.) 
Capital. 

5  per  cent.  City  of  Philadelphia 

Loan        $  4,300.00 

6  per  cent.  City  of  Philadelphia 

Loan        47,900.00 

Loaned  to  yotmg  married  artifi- 
cers       950.00 

$53,150.00 

Jan.  z.       By  balance $83.79 

By  cash,   13  months'  interest  on 

City  Loan 2,4x4.35 

By  cash,  City  Loanpaid  off  .     .     .  500.00 

B^r  cash,  from  R.  W.  B.  King,  ist 

instalment  on  Loan  to  him    .     .  30.00 

Jan.  4.       To  cash,  invested  in  City  Loan  .     .       $a,  100.00 

**      Loans  n:iade  during  1872  .  750.00 

"      Expenses  of  Trust   .     .     .  134.25 

Dec.  31.     To  balance $^-^9 

$3,027.14    $3,027.14 
— ^Editor. 
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for  her  use  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  I 
give  it  to  her  daughter  Eliza.  I  give  to  her  son, 
WiUiam  Hewsan,  who  is  my  godson,  my  new  quarto 
Bible,  Oxford  edition,  to  be  for  his  family  Bible,  and 
also  the  botanic  description  of  the  plants  in  the  Em- 
peror's garden  at  Vienna,  in  folio,  with  colored  cuts. 

And  to  her  son,  Thomas  Hewson,  I  give  a  set  of 
Spectators,  Toilers,  and  Guardians  handsomely  bound. 

There  is  an  error  in  my  will,  where  the  bond  of 
William  Temple  Franklin  is  mentioned  as  being  four 
thousand  poimds  sterling,  whereas  it  is  but  for  three 
thousand  five  himdred  poimds. 

I  give  to  my  executors,  to  be  divided  eqtially 
among  those  that  act,  the  sum  of  sixty  poimds  ster- 
ling, as  some  compensation  for  their  trouble  in  the 
execution  of  my  will ;  and  I  request  my  friend,  Mr. 
Duffield,  to  accept  moreover  my  French  wayweiser, 
a  piece  of  clockwork  in  brass,  to  be  fixed  to  the  wheel 
of  any  carriage ;  and  that  my  friend,  Mr.  Hill,  may 
also  accept  my  silver  cream-pot,  formerly  given  to 
me  by  the  good  Doctor  Fothergill,  with  the  motto, 
Keep  bright  the  chain.  My  reflecting  telescope,  made 
by  Short,  which  was  formerly  Mr.  Canton's,  I  give  to 
my  friend,  Mr.  David  Rittenhouse,  for  the  use  of  his 
observatory. 

My  picture,  drawn  by  Martin,  in  1767,  I  give  to 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  if 
they  shall  be  pleased  to  do  me  the  honor  of  accepting 
it  and  placing  it  in  their  chamber. 

Since  my  will  was  made  I  have  bought  some  more  city 
lots,  near  the  centre  part  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Dean. 
I  would  have  them  go  with  the  other  lots,  disposed 
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of  in  my  will,  and  I  do  give  the  same  to  my  son-in- 
law,  Richard  Bache,  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

In  addition  to  the  annuity  left  to  my  sister  in  my 
will,  of  fifty  poimds  sterling  dtiring  her  life,  I  now 
add  thereto  ten  poimds  sterling  more,  in  order  to 
make  the  sum  sixty  potmds.  I  give  twenty  guineas 
to  my  good  friend  and  physician.  Dr.  John  Jones. 

With  r^ard  to  the  separate  bequests  ntiade  to  my 
daughter  Sarah  in  my  wiU,  my  intention  is,  that  the 
saiDe  shall  be  for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  notwith- 
standing her  coverture,  or  whether  she  be  covert  or 
sole ;  and  I  do  give  my  executors  so  much  right  and 
power  therein  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  my 
intention  effectual  in  that  respect  only.  This  pro- 
vision for  my  daughter  is  not  made  out  of  any  dis- 
respect I  have  for  her  husband. 

And  lastly,  it  is  my  desire  that  this,  my  present 
oodidl,  be  annexed  to,  and  considered  as  part  of,  my 
last  will  and  testament  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereimto  set 

[seal]         my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-third 

day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
sand seven  himdred  and  eighty-nine. 

B.  Franklin. 
Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared 

by    the     above-named     Benjamin 

Franklin  to  be  a  codicil  to  his  last 

win  and  testament,  in  the  presence 

of  us. 

Francis  Bailey, 

Thomas  Lang, 

Abraham  Shoemaker. 
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MDLXXXVII 

EPITAPH   WRITTEN   IN    1 7  28 

The  Body 

of 

Benjamin  Franklin 

Printer 

(Like  the  cover  of  an  old  book 

Its  contents  torn  out 

And  stript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

Lies  here,  food  for  worms. 

But  the  work  shall  not  be  lost 

For  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  once  more 

In  a  new  and  more  elegant  edition 

Revised  and  corrected 

by 

The  Author.' 

'  The  foregoing  epitaph  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin  for  himfielf , 
when  he  was  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  as  appears  by  the  original 
(with  various  corrections),  found  among  his  papers,  and  from  which 
this  Is  a  faithful  copy.— W.  T.  F. 
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TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblpria,  xo  July,  1743. 

Snt: — Mr.  Read  has  communicated  to  me  part  of 
a  letter  from  you,  recommending  a  young  man  whom 
you  would  be  glad  to  see  in  better  business  than 
that  of  a  joumejmian  printer/  I  have  already  throe 
printing-houses  in  three  different  colonies,  and  pur- 
pose to  set  up  a  fourth  if  I  can  meet  with  a  proper 
person  to  manage  it,  having  all  materials  ready  for 
that  purpose.  If  the  young  man  will  venture  over 
hither,  that  I  may  see  and  be  acquainted  with  him, 

*  The  young  man  here  referred  to  was  a  Mr.  Hall,  who  in  the  follow- 
ing June  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Read,  who 
appears  to  have  been  a  dealer  in  books  and  stationery  in  that  city. 
Mr.  Hall  entered  into  Franklin's  employ  at  once  and  soon  became  his 
partner.  When  Franklin  went  abroad  as  agent  of  the  Colonies,  Hall 
succeeded  to  the  business.  Mr.  Read,  in  a  letter  to  William  Strahan, 
dated  Philadelphia,  Feb.  12,  1744,  says: 

"Mr.  Hall  is  perfectly  well  and  gains  ground  daily  in  the  esteem  of 
all  that  know  him.     I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hall  will  succeed  well 
in  all  he  undertakes.     He  is  obliging,  discreet,  industrious,  and  honest, 
and  where  those  qualities  meet,  things  seldom  go  amiss. 
"Nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  serve  him." 
In  another  letter  from  Mr.  Read,  dated  July  z,  1744,  he  says: 
"  I  wish  you  did  but  know  that  Mr.  Hall  is  with  me  in  perfect  health. 
I  have  assured  him  (and  he  shall  find  me  sincere)  that  I  will  be  his 
friend  in  every  case  where  I  can  assist  him,  and  wiU  omit  no  pains  by 

say 
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we  can  treat  about  the  affair,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  he  will  think  my  proposals  reasonable;  if  we 
should  not  agree,  I  promise  him,  however,  a  twelve- 
month's good  work,  and  to  defray  his  passage  back 
if  he  inclines  to  return  to  England.  I  am,  sir,  your 
humble  servant  unknown, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphia,  4  July,  1744. 

Sir  : — ^I  received  your  favor  per  Mr.  Hall,  who  ar- 
rived here  about  two  weeks  since,  and  from  the  short 
acquaintance  I  have  had  with  him  I  am  persuaded  he 
will  answer  perfectly  the  character  you  have  given  of 
him.  I  make  no  doubt  but  his  voyage,  though  it  has 
been  expensive,  will  prove  advantageous  to  him.  I 
have  already  made  him  some  proposals,  which  he  has 
under  consideration,  and  as  we  are  like  to  agree  on 
them,  we  shall  not,  I  believe,  differ  on  the  article  of 
his  passage  money. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  care  and  pains 
in  procuring  me  the  founding  tools ;  though  I  think, 

which  I  can  make  this  distance  &om  his  old  acquaintance  easy  to  him, 
and  shall  introduce  him  into  such  a  new  acquaintance  as  shall  make 
his  leisure  hours  pass  on  pleasantly.  I  believe  he  is  well  satisfied  with 
his  present  situation,  and  I  hope  will  succeed  well  in  any  scheme  which 
Mr.  Franklin  and  he  may  enter  into. 

"On  this  head  I  refer  you  to  himself,  as  he  is  now  writing. 

".  .  .  In  my  last  I  hinted  that  I  would  have  you  decline  deal- 
ing with  Mr.  Franklin  for  books  upon  his  writing  for  them,  but  I  would 
rather  have  you  do  it  than  not,  upon  second  thoughts.  For  I  believe 
a  dose  correspondence  between  you  and  him  may  be  of  service  both 
to  Mr.  Hall  and  yourseU." 
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with  you»  that  the  workmen  have  not  been  at  all 
bashful  in  making  their  bills.  I  shall  pay  a  propor- 
tion of  the  insurance,  etc.»  to  Mr.  Read,  and  send  you 
a  bill  by  the  next  opportunity. 

I  thank  you  for  Mr.  Dobbs'  piece.  I  wish  that 
public-spirited  gentleman  may  live  to  enjoy  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing  that  English  vessels  sail 
easily  through  his  expected  passage.  But  though 
from  the  idea  this  piece  gives  me  of  Capt.  Middleton 
I  don't  much  like  him,  yet  I  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  read  what  he  has  to  say  for  himself,  and  there- 
fore request  you  to  send  me  what  is  published  on  his 
side  of  the  question.  I  have  long  wanted  a  friend 
in  London,  whose  judgment  I  would  depend  on,  to 
send  me  from  time  to  time  such  new  pamphlets 
-as  are  worth  reading  on  any  subject  (reUgious  con- 
troversy excepted),  for  there  is  no  depending  on 
titles  and  advertisements.  This  favor  I  take  the 
freedom  to  beg  of  you,  and  shall  lodge  money  in 
your  hands  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  seldom  any  news  on  our  side  of  the  globe 
that  can  be  entertaining  to  you  or  yours.  All  our 
affairs  are  petit.  They  have  a  miniature  resem- 
blance only,  of  the  grand  things  of  Europe.  Our 
governments,  parliaments,  wars,  treaties,  expeditions, 
fashions,  etc.,  though  matters  of  great  and  serious 
consequence  to  us,  can  seem  but  trifles  to  you.  Fotu: 
days  since,  our  naval  force  received  a  terrible  blow. 
Fifty  sail  of  the  line  destroyed  would  scarce  be  a 
greater  loss  to  Britain  than  that  to  us, — ^and  yet 't 
was  only  a  20-gtm-ship  sunk,  and  about  one  hundred 
men  drowned,  just  as  she  was  going  out  to  sea  on  a 
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privateering  voyage  against  the  king's  enemies.  She 
was  overset  by  a  flaw  of  wind,  being  built  too  sharp, 
and  too  high-masted.  A  treaty  is  now  holding  at 
Newtown,  in  Lancaster  County,  a  place  sixty  miles 
west  of  this  city,  between  the  governments  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania  on  one  side,  and 
the  imited  five  nations  of  Indians  on  the  other.  I 
will  send  you  an  accoimt  of  it  when  printed,  as  the 
method  of  doing  business  with  those  barbarians  may 
perhaps  afford  you  some  amusement. 

We  have  already  in  our  library  Bolton's  and 
Shaw's  abridgments  of  Boyle's  worls.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, mention  to  the  directors  the  edition  of  his 
works  at  large;  possibly  they  ntiay  think  fit  to  send 
for  it. 

Please  to  remember  me  affectionately  to  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Wigate,  to  whom  I  shall  write  per  next 
opportunity.    I  am  sir,  your  obliged  htimble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


31  July,  1744. 

Sir: — ^The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  last  {via  Coke). 
This  encloses  bills  for  twenty  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings sterling,  for  which  when  received  please  to  give 
my  account  credit,  and  send  me  by  the  first  ship  a 
font  of  about  300  lb.  wt.  of  good  new  English  letter, 
which  I  shall  want  to  complete  a  little  printing- 
house  for  our  common  friend  Mr.  Hall.  I  send  you 
per  this  ship  a  box  containing  300  copies  of  a  piece 
I  have  lately  printed  here,  and  purpose  to  send  you 
200  more  per  next  ship.     I  desire  you  to  take  the 
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properest  measures  for  getting  them  sold  at  such  a 
jnioe  as  they  will  readily  fetch,  and  I  will  take  books 
of  you  in  exchange  for  them.  This  kind  of  com- 
merce  may  be  advantageous  to  us  both,  and  to  Mr. 
Hall;  since,  if  we  have  a  reasonable  sale  where  we 
live,  for  such  things  as  we  print,  what  we  do  over 
and  above,  and  can  get  disposed  of  at  a  foreign 
market,  is  almost  so  much  dear  gain.  I  have  only 
time  to  add  that  I  am,  with  sincere  r^[ards,  your 
obliged  humble  servant,  g^  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Priladblphia,  14  April,  1745. 

Sir: — I  wrote  to  you  lately  via  New  York,  and 
sent  a  copy  via  Maryland,  one  or  other  of  which  I 
hope  may  come  to  hand.  I  have  only  time  now  to 
desire  you  to  send  me  the  following  books,  viz. : 

1  Doz.  Cole's  English  Dictionaries. 

3  Doz.  Mather's  Young  Man's  Companion. 

2  Doz.  Fisher's  Ditto. 

3  Quarter  Waggoners  for  America. 
6  Echard's  Gazetteer. 

4  Doz.  Grammars  with  Constitution  Book. 
I  Doz.  Clark's  Corderius. 

I  Doz.  London  Vocabulary, 

I  Doz.  Bailey's  English  Exercises. 

6  Clark's  Introducticm. 

6  Esop's  Fables,  Latin. 

I  Doz.  Accidences, 

6  Brightland's  English  Grammar. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  htimble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 
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Priladblphia,  x4  April,  X745. 

Sir: — The  above  is  a  copy  of  mine  per  Capt. 
Martyn.  I  have  only  to  desire  you  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing books:  6  French  Testaments,  12  Boyer's 
Gramtnar,  12  Cord.  CoUoqu.,  French,  3  Cambray's 
Fables,  3  Telamaque,  2  Travels  of  Cyrus,  French,  2 
Boyer's  Dictionaries,  8vo,  i  New  German  and  Eng- 
lish Dictionary  and  Grammar,  by  Professor  A.  of 

Leipsig.    Yours,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphia,  II  December,  1745. 

Sir: — ^While  the  war  continues,  I  find  it  will  not 
answer  to  send  for  any  considerable  qxiantities  of 
books,  for  that  business,  as  well  as  others,  grows 
duller  daily,  and  people  are  imwilling  to  give  the 
advanced  prices  we  are  now  obliged  to  put  on  books, 
by  the  excessive  charges  of  insurance,  etc.  So  at 
present  I  only  send  for  a  few  school  books,  and 
books  of  navigation,  which  they  cannot  do  without. 

I  sent  you,  some  time  since,  a  bill  for  fifteen 
pounds  and  part  of  Mr.  Hall's  bill,  ten  poimds,  which 
I  hope  will  come  to  hand  and  be  readily  paid.  I 
purpose  to  send  you  another  soon,  and  am,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant,  g  Franklin. 

P.  S. — Our  Library  Company  sends  for  about 
twenty  poimds  sterling  worth  of  books  yearly.  Mr. 
CoUinson  does  us  the  favor  to  buy  them  for  us.  Per- 
haps on  your  speaking  to  that  gentleman,  he  would 
take  them  of  you. 
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99  Dftoonnber,  X74S« 

Sir: — The  above  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  you, 
per  Mesnard,  who  sailed  a1x)ut  ten  days  ago  from 
this  port.  This  goes  per  Capt.  Hargrave,  who  is 
soon  to  sail  from  Maryland.  Enclosed  I  send  you 
a  bill  for  £1$  js.  id.,  which  I  hope  will  be  readily 
paid.  Enclosed  is  also  a  letter  to  Mr.  Collinson, 
containing  an  order  for  books  for  the  library,  which, 
when  you  deliver,  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  proposing  to  furnish  them.  Please  to  add  to 
the  enclosed  list  the  following  books  for  me,  viz.: 
Starkey's  Pyrotechny  Assorted,  an  old  book;  6  Ech- 
ard's  Gazetteer,  6  Watts*  Lyric  Poems,  6  Watts'  Logic^ 
with  Supplement;  i  Watts'  Essays;  also  5  or  6  lbs. 
of  long-primer  fractions,  i.  e.,  to  use  with  long  primer 
in  arithmetic  work.  Mr.  Hall  and  all  your  friends 
here  are  well,  as  I  hope  this  will  find  you  [indistincfl. 


TO   WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadblpria,  99  May,  1746. 

Sir: — ^This  is  only  to  enclose  a  third  bill  for  £15 
sterling,  the  second  and  first  of  which  went  from  this 
port  and  Annapolis;  and  to  desire  you  to  send  me 
two  sets  of  Popple's  maps  of  North  America,  one 
bound,  the  other  in  sheets.  They  are  for  our  Assem- 
bly, who  also  want  the  statutes  at  large;  but  as  I 
hear  they  are  risen  to  an  extravagant  price,  I  would 
have  you  send  me  word  what  they  will  cost  before 
you  send  them.    We  are  all  well.    Mr.  Hall  has  not 
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time  to  write,  the  post  jtist  going.    I  am,  sir,  yotir 

humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Priladblphia,  25  September,  1746. 

Sir: — ^Yotir  favors  of  February  nth  and  May  ist 
are  come  to  hand.  Mesnard  arrived  safe  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  suppose  I  shall  have  the  trunks  out  in  a 
day  or  two.  Our  other  ships,  Lisle  and  Houston^ 
not  yet  come,  but  daily  expected.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  ready  compliance  with  my 
requests.  I  sent  you  in  the  spring  a  bill  on  Messrs. 
Hoare  and  Arnold  for  £1$,  which  I  hope  came  to 
hand  and  was  as  readily  paid  as  that  on  Geo.  Rigge 
for  jgi  5  75.  id.  I  now  send  you  the  following  bills, 
viz.: 

Sterling 


Jno.  Denny's  for 
Geo.  Copper's  for 
J.  Bordley's  for    . 
Ra.  Page's  for 
Sarah  Gresham's  for 
Jno.  Bond's  for     . 


£ 

3 
2 

4 

4 

4 

13 


5. 

5 

8 

3 

15 
10 

17 


d. 

7 
o 

3 
o 


£3^  19  7 


I  wish  the  sum  had  been  all  in  one  bill,  as  the 
trouble  to  you  would  be  less;  but  bills  have  been 
scarce  lately,  and  we  were  glad  to  get  any.  I  think, 
however,  to  send  you  no  more  such  small  ones. 
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I  shall,  as  you  desire,  deliver  one  of  Ainsworth's 
Dictionaries  to  Mr.  Read.  You  will  tal^  the  chai^ 
of  it  from  my  accotmt  and  add  it  to  his  in  your  book. 

Please  to  send  me,  per  next  vessel,  6  doz.  of 
Dyche's  and  as  many  of  Owen's  Spelling  Books, 
with  a  dozen  of  post  horns  of  different  sizes.  I  shall 
speedily  send  you  another  bill. 

My  wife  joins  with  me  in  thanks  to  you  and  good 
Mrs.  Strahan  and  yotmg  master,  for  your  kindness 
to  our  daughter.  She  shall  make  her  acknowledg- 
ments herself  as  soon  as  she  is  able. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  defeat  of  Jacobitism  by 
your  glorious  Duke,  and  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
good  order  within  the  kingdom.  We  have  just  now 
an  account  that  a  French  fleet  of  thirty  sail  were 
lately  seen  off  Cape  Sable.  They  are  supposed  to 
be  that  from  Brest.  I  hope  they  are  followed  by 
one  of  superior  force  from  England,  otherwise  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  may  be  done  in  North  Amer- 
ica. Our  friends,  Messrs.  Hall  and  Read  continue 
well.    I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

25  September,  (a). 

P.  S. — I  am  sorry  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Collin- 
son  had  bespoke  the  books.  The  next  catalogue  sent 
to  him  will  be  accompanied  with  a  request  from  the 
directors  that  he  purchase  them  of  you  only. 


Philadelphia,  i  January,  1746,  7. 

Sir: — ^This  is  only  to  enclose  a  bill  of  exchange 
for  £2$  sterling,  and  wish  good  Mrs.  Strahan,  with 
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your  children,  etc.,  many  happy  New  Years.  Mr. 
Hall  continues  well.  We  shall  both  write  lai^ely 
per  Seymour.    This  via  New  York.    I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Philadelphia,  4  January,  1746,  7. 

Sir: — ^I  wrote  to  a  line  you  some  days  since,  via 
New  York,  enclosing  a  bill  of  £2$  sterling;  the 
second  in  a  copy  to  go  by  some  other  vessel  from 
that  port ;  the  third  you  have  herein ;  together  with 
a  bill  of  £to  sterling,  which  I  hope  will  be  duly 
honored.  My  wife  wrote  to  you  per  Mesnard  for 
6  Nelson's  Justice^  6  Dyche's  Dictionaries,  12  Cole's 
English  Ditto,  6  Female  Fables,  6  Croxall's  Ditto, 
and  Mrs.  Rowe's  works  complete.  If  not  sent  be- 
fore, please  add  them  to  the  within  invoice,  and  send 
the  whole  per  first  ship ;  and  also  Lenery  on  Foods, 
and  Dr.  Moffat  on  Health.  Please  to  deliver  the 
enclosed  procuration  to  Mr.  Acworth  with  the  bill. 
The  books  you  sent  per  Mesnard  ttuned  out  all  right, 
and  in  good  order,  except  that  the  Prayer-Books 
had  all  wrong  psalms,  the  old  version.  I  do  not 
know  if  they  will  ever  sell.  The  paper  should  not 
have  been  cut  at  the  edges,  being  to  be  bound  in 
accotmt  books.  Our  friends  Hall  and  Read  con- 
tinue well.  My  wife  joins  me  in  best  respects  to 
Mrs.  Strahan  and  yourself.  She  will  write  per  Sey- 
mour, as  will  Mr.  Hall.  The  Life  of  Du  Renty, 
charged  at  6s.  per  dozen,  has  Price,  stitched,  four- 
pence,  under  the  title-page.  Is  there  not  a  mistake  in 
the  charge?    I  am,  sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 
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Your  government  sent  no  fleet  to  protect  us 
against  the  French  under  D'Anville.  But  they  have 
been  defeated  by  the  hand  of  God. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  ag  July,  1747. 

Sir: — ^Your  favors  of  March  i8th  and  April  ist  are 
come  to  hand,  with  all  the  books,  etc.,  mentioned  in 
the  invoice  in  good  order,  and  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  ready  compliance  with  all  my  requests. 

I  believe  I  could  have  got  subscriptions  for  twenty 
sets  of  the  Universal  History,  and  perhaps  more; 
but  tmluckily  a  ship  from  Ireland  has,  since  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  brought  in  twenty  sets  complete, 
and  they  are  offered  at  a  lower  rate  tiian  the  English 
edition  can  be  afforded  at,  even  if  I  paid  but  45.  per 
volume.  I  do  what  I  can  to  lessen  the  credit  of  that 
piratical  edition,  and  talk  much  of  the  improvements 
ntiade  in  this ;  but  that  being  to  be  had  entire  imme- 
diately, and  this  not  till  after  many  months,  weighs 
a  good  deal  with  some ;  and  others  object,  that  it  is 
to  be  apprehended  the  London  booksellers  will  either 
curtail  the  folio  edition  greatly  to  save  money,  or  put 
the  subscribers  at  last  to  the  expense  of  a  greater 
number  of  volumes  than  twenty ;  seeing  the  volumes 
are  much  less  than  the  Irish  edition,  the  three  first 
of  the  one  containing  but  little  more  than  the  first  of 
the  other.  If  they  think  fit  to  venture  a  parcel  here, 
Hall  will  do  his  best  to  dispose  of  them,  and  I  will 
assist  him  what  I  can.    They  may  send  a  parcel  also 
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to  Mr,  Parker,  printer  of  New  York,  a  very  honest, 
punctual  man. 

I  am  glad  all  the  bills  I  have  sent  you  have  been 
paid  or  accepted.  You  may  expect  more  in  a  short 
time ;  and  after  the  next  parcel  of  books  are  paid  for, 
you  will  chiefly  have  to  deal  with  Mr.  Hall,  into 
whose  hands  I  have  agreed  to  put  the  shop,  etc. 

With  all  our  best  respects  to  you  and  yours, 
heartily  wishing  you  health  and  happiness,  I  con- 
clude your  obliged  htunble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblprxa,  a8  November,  1747. 

Sir: — ^I  received  your  favor  of  June  nth,  per  Capt. 
Tiflfin,  with  the  books,  etc.,  all  in  good  order.  Mr. 
Parks,  who  drew  the  bill  on  Gtddart  &  Sons,  is  sur- 
prised at  their  protesting  it,  they  having,  as  he  says, 
large  effects  of  his  in  their  hands:  he  will  spee(hly 
renew  that  bill.  Enclosed  I  send  a  bill  on  Mr.  Kilby, 
Esq.,  for  £ig  75.  i\d.  sterling,  which  I  hope  will 
be  readily  paid;  and  you  may  expect  other  bills 
from  me  for  larger  sums.  What  books  will  be 
wanted  for  the  shop  hereafter,  Mr.  Hall  will  write 
for.  I  shall  send  for  no  more  unless  for  myself  or  a 
friend.  I  must  desire  you  to  send  per  first  oppor- 
tunity the  maps  formeriy  wrote  for,  viz. :  Popple's 
large  one  of  North  America,  pasted  on  rollers ;  Ditto 
bound  in  a  book;  and  eight  or  ten  other  maps  of 
equal  size  if  to  be  had ;  they  are  for  the  long  gallery 
and  the  Assembly  room  in  the  State-house.     If  none 
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so  large  are  to  be  got,  let  prospects  of  cities,  build- 
ings, etc.,  be  pasted  round  them  to  make  them  as 
large.  I  want  also  Folard's  Polybius,  in  French ;  it 
is  in  six  volumes,  4to,  printed  at  Paris,  and  costs 
about  three  guineas.  My  best  respects  to  good  Mrs. 
Strahan;  I  know  not  but  in  another  year  I  may  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  both  in  London.  Please 
to  deliver  the  enclosed  to  Mr.  Acworth — ^I  know  not 
where  to  direct  to  him.    I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most 

obliged  htunble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  19  October,  1748. 

Dbar  Sir: — ^I  received  your  favor  of  April  2Sth, 
with  the  maps,  etc.  I  am  glad  the  Polybius  did  not 
come,  and  hope  you  will  not  have  sent  it  when  this 
reaches  your  hands ;  it  was  intended  for  my  son,  who 
was  then  in  the  army  and  seemed  bent  on  a  military 
life,  but  as  peace  cuts  off  his  prospect  of  advancement 
in  that  way,  he  will  apply  himself  to  other  business. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  his  certificate  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  by  which  he  is  entitled  to  ;iS98 
165.  4d.  sterling,  being  his  pay;  with  a  letter  of  at- 
torney impowering  you  to  receive  it;  I  know  not 
what  the  deductions  will  be  at  the  pay  office,  but 
desire  you  will  give  my  account  credit  for  the  net 
X>roceeds.  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  a  bill  from 
Virginia  of  £$0,  which  I  shall  remit  you  towards  the 
balance,  and  Mr.  Hall  will  account  with  you  for  those 
things  you  have  sent  me  that  are  put  in  his  invoice. 
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Our  accounts  agree,  except  that  I  have  chained  you 
£1  gs.  jd.  for  the  Ainsworth  sold  James  Read,  the  f 
being  the  proportion  of  charges  on  that  book,  and 
the  bill  on  Geo.  Rigge  my  account  calls  £15  75.  iid., 
yours  ;^i5  75.  id.,  whidi  is  but  a  small  variation; 
and  I  know  not  but  yotu^  may  be  right. 

I  have  lately  sent  a  printing-house  to  Antigua,  by 
a  very  sober,  honest,  and  diligent  young  man,  who 
has  already  (as  I  am  informed  by  divers  hands) 
gained  the  friendship  of  the  principal  i)eople,  and 
is  like  to  get  into  good  business.  This  will  open 
another  market  for  your  books  if  you  think  fit  to 
use  it ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  if  you  shall  send  him 
a  parcel  with  any  quantity  of  stationery  he  may 
write  to  you  for,  he  will  make  you  good  and  ptmctual 
rettuns.  His  name  is  Thomas  Smith ;  he  is  the  only 
printer  on  that  island;  had  worked  with  me  here, 
and  in  my  printing-house  in  New  York  three  or  four 
years,  and  always  behaved  extremely  well. 

Mr.  Thomas  Osborne,  bookseller,  of  London,  is  en- 
deavoring to  open  a  correspondence  in  the  planta- 
tions for  the  sale  of  his  books.  He  has  accordingly 
sent  several  parcels,  i  to  Mr.  Parker  of  New  York,  i 
to  Mr.  Read  here,  and  i  to  Mr.  Parks  in  Virginia.  I 
have  seen  the  invoices  to  Parker  and  Read,  and  ob- 
serve the  books  to  be  very  high  charged,  so  that  I 
believe  they  will  not  sell.  I  recommended  Parker  to 
you  for  books,  but  he  tells  me  he  has  wrote  you  sev- 
eral letters,  and  in  two  of  them  sent  a  guinea  to  pur- 
chase some  small  things,  but  never  received  any 
answer.  Perhaps  the  guineas  made  the  letters  mis- 
carry.   He  is  a  very  honest,  punctual  man,  and  will 
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be  in  the  way  of  selling  a  great  many  books:  Ifhink 
you  might  find  your  account  in  writing  to  him:  Mr. 
Read  having  left  off  bookselling,  Osborne  has  wrote 
to  me  and  desired  me  to  take  those  books  into  my 
hands,  proposing  a  correspondence,  etc.,  but  I  have 
declined  it  in  a  letter  per  this  ship. 

My  spouse  will  write  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  to  whom  my 
best  respect.  By  this  tinae  twelvenMmth,  if  nothing 
extraordinary  happens  to  prevent  it,  I  hope  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  both  in  London;  being, 
with  great  esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir,  your 
obliged  friend  and  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^You  will  find  Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  power  of  attorney,  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania coffee-house.    He  goes  over  in  this  ship. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  33  November,  1748. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  have  just  time  to  acquaint  you  that 
yours  per  Cowie  is  this  moment  come  to  hand,  with 
Mr.  Read's  account,  etc.  I  shall  use  my  best  en- 
deavors to  get  your  money,  and  am  not  without 
hopes  of  succeeding.  I  wrote  you  on  the  19th  past, 
and  sent  a  power  with  the  first  of  the  enclosed  certifi- 
cates, which  I  hope  will  get  safe  to  hand.  You  nnay 
depend  on  having  the  balance  of  my  account  in  a  few 
months.    I  am,  sir,  your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 
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I  have  desired  Dr.  Mitchell  to  pay  you  three 
guineas,  being  the  price  of  a  fireplace  sent  him  for 
the  Duke  of  Argyle. 


TO  J.   RBAD 

5  December,  1748. 

Dbar  Sir: — 'Tis  some  time  since  I  received  a 
considerable  account  against  you  from  England. 
An  unwillingness  to  give  you  concern  has  hitherto 
prevented  my  mentioning  it  to  you.  By  compar- 
ing the  moderation  and  long  forbearance  toward  you 
of  Mr.  Strahan,  to  whom  you  owe  so  much,  with 
your  treatment  of  an  old  friend  in  distress,  bred  up 
with  you  tmder  the  same  roof,  and  who  owes  you  so 
little,  you  may  perceive  how  much  you  have  mis- 
tmderstood  yourself.  'Tis  with  regret  I  now  ac- 
quaint you  that  (even  while  you  were  talking  to  me 
in  that  lofty  strain  yesterday  concerning  Mr.  Grace) 
I  had  in  my  pocket  the  power  of  attorney  to  recover 
of  you  ;i£i3i  165.  4d.  sterling,  a  balance  long  due. 
It  will  be  your  own  fault  if  it  comes  to  be  known, 
for  I  have  mentioned  it  to  nobody.  And  I  now  ask 
you  how  you  would  in  your  own  case  like  those 
petty  pieces  of  practice  you  so  highly  contended  for, 
of  summoning  a  day  only  before  the  court,  lest  the 
cause  should  be  made  up,  and  fees  thereby  pre- 
vented; and  of  carrying  on  a  suit  privately  against 
a  man  in  another  cotmty  than  that  in  which  he  lives 
and  may  every  day  be  found,  getting  a  judgment  by 
default,  and  taking  him  by  surprise  with  an  execu- 
tion when  he  happens  to  come  where  you  have  sued 
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him,  etc.,  etc.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  that  ac- 
count against  my  friend  Grace,  with  all  the  little 
chaiges  you  have  so  ctmningly  accumulated  on  it, 
that  I  may  communicate  it  to  him;  and  doubt  not 
but  he  will  inmiediately  order  you  payment.  It 
appears  not  unlikely  to  me,  that  he  may  soon  get 
through  all  his  difficulties,  and  as  I  know  him  good- 
natured  and  benevolent  to  a  high  d^^ee,  so  I  believe 
he  will  be  above  resenting  the  ill-treatment  he  has 
received  from  son:ie  that  are  now  so  fond  of  insulting 
him,  and  from  whom  he  n:iight  have  expected  better 
fhxDgs.  But  I  think  you  would  do  well  not  to  treat 
others  in  the  sanGie  maimer,  for  fortune's  wheel  is 
often  turning,  and  all  are  not  alike  forgiving.  I  re- 
quest, as  soon  as  it  suits  your  convenience,  that  you 
win  take  the  proper  measures  with  r^ard  to  Mr. 
Strahan's  account,  and  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  39  April,  1749. 

Sir: — I  suppose  Mr.  Hall  will  acquaint  you  that  I 
have  settled  with  him  for  those  things  you  sent  me 
that  were  charged  in  his  invoice.  Enclosed  are  the 
following  bills,  viz. : 

Richard  Graham's, 22    o  9 

James  McNab's 3  lo  o 

Hammond  &  Co 2  13  7 

do.                  880 

do.                  900 

£45  12  4 
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which,  with  my  son's  wages  and  a  remittance  I  or- 
dered you  from  the  West  Indies,  and  suppose  may  be 
in  your  hands  before  this  time,  will,  I  imagine,  near 
balance  our  accotmt. 

In  a  former  letter  I  promised  to  write  you  largely 
about  your  affairs  with  Mr.  Read,  and  the  measures 
taken  to  recover  your  money.  Before  I  received 
your  power  of  attorney  and  accotmt  there  was  a  mis- 
understanding between  us,  occasioned  by  his  en- 
deavoring to  get  a  small  office  from  me  (Clerk  to  the 
Assembly) ,  which  I  took  the  more  amiss,  as  we  had 
always  been  good  friends,  and  the  office  could  not 
have  been  of  much  service,  to  him,  the  salary  being 
snoall,  but  valuable  to  me,  as  a  means  of  securing 
the  public  business  to  our  printing-house.  So  as  we 
were  not  on  speaking  terms  when  your  accotmt  came 
to  hand,  and  the  influence  I  had  over  him  as  a  friend 
was  become  little  or  nothing,  it  was  some  time  before 
I  mentioned  it  to  him.  But  at  length  the  ice  was 
broke  in  the  following  manner.  I  have  a  friend  in 
the  cotmtry  that  assisted  xne  when  I  first  set  up, 
whose  affairs  have  lately  been  in  some  disorder  (oc- 
casioned chiefly  by  his  too  great  good  nattire),  his 
creditors  coming  at  the  same  time  in  a  crowd  upon 
him.  I  had  made  up  with  several  of  them  for  him, 
but  Mr.  Read  being  employed  in  one  small  case  (a 
debt  of  ;£i2  only)  carried  on  (by  some  contrivance 
in  the  law  which  I  don't  tmderstand)  a  private  action 
against  him,  by  stmimoning  him  in  this  cotmty  when 
he  lives  in  another,  and  obtained  a  judgment  against 
him  without  his  or  my  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
noatter;  and  then  came  to  n:ie,  knowing  I  had  a  great 
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affection  for  Mr.  Grace,  and  in  a  very  insulting  man- 
ner asked:  "  What  shall  I  do  with  your  friend  Grace  ? 
I  have  got  a  judgmen t  against  him,  and  must  take  out 
execution  if  the  debt  is  not  immediately  satisfied/' 
etc.  Upon  enquiring  into  the  matter  and  under- 
standing how  it  had  been  carried  on,  I  grew  a  little 
warm,  blamed  his  practice  as  irregular  and  unfair, 
and  his  conduct  towards  Mr.  Grace,  to  whom  his 
father  and  fanaily  had  been  much  obliged,  as  tm- 
grateful;  and  said  that  since  he  looked  on  me  as  Mr. 
Grace's  friend  he  should  have  told  n:ie  of  the  action 
before  he  conamenced  it,  that  I  might  have  pre- 
vented it,  and  saved  the  charges  arising  on  it,  and 
his  not  doing  so  could  be  only  from  a  view  of  the 
small  fees  it  produced  him,  in  carrying  it  through  all 
the  courts,  etc.  He  justified  his  practice,  and  said 
it  was  legal  and  frequent,  denied  that  his  father  or 
family  were  tmder  any  obligation  to  Mr.  Grace; 
alleged  that  Grace  had  used  him  ill  in  employing 
another  lawyer  in  some  of  his  own  actions,  when  at 
the  same  time  he  owed  him  near  £$\  and  added 
haughtily  that  he  was  determined  to  sue  Grace  on 
his  own  account  if  not  speedily  paid,  and,  so  saying, 
left  me  very  abruptly.  I  thought  this  a  good  op- 
porttmity  of  introducing  your  affair,  imagining  that 
a  consciousness  of  his  ill  behavior  to  me  and  my 
friend  would  pique  him  to  make  immediate  pay- 
ment. Accordingly  I  wrote  him  a  letter  the  next 
day,  of  which  I  send  you  the  rough  draft  enclosed, 
together  with  his  answer ;  since  which  several  other 
letters  passed  on  the  same  subject  of  which  I  have 
no  copies.    All  I  insisted  on,  since  he  declared  his 
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inability  to  pay  at  present,  was,  that  he  should  give 
you  his  bond,  so  that  in  case  of  his  death  you  might 
come  in  for  payment  prior  to  common  creditors,  and 
that  he  should  allow  you  interest  from  the  time  the 
money  became  due  in  the  common  course  of  pay- 
ments. He  agreed  to  give  his  bond,  but  it  has  been 
delayed  from  time  to  time  till  this  day,  when  on  my 
writing  to  him  again  to  know  what  account  I  should 
send  you,  I  received  from  him  the  enclosed  billet,  in 
which  he  refuses  to  allow  interest  for  the  time  past. 
As  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  pay  interest  on  a  book 
account,  I  desired  him  then  to  fill  up  and  execute  a 
bond  to  you  for  the  principal,  and  he  might  settle 
the  aflEair  of  the  interest  with  you  hereafter.  Ac- 
cordingly he  has  just  now  done  it,  so  that  interest 
will  arise  for  the  time  to  come;  but  as  he  threatens 
to  pay  very  speedily,  and  I  am  persuaded  may  easily 
do  it  by  the  help  of  his  relations,  who  are  wealthy, 
I  hope  you  will  not  have  much  interest  to  receive. 
He  has  a  great  many  good  qualities  for  which  I  love 
him;  but  I  believe  he  is,  as  you  say,  sometimes  a 
little  crazy.  If  the  debt  were  to  me  I  could  not  sue 
him;  so  I  believe  you  will  not  desire  me  to  do  it  for 
you;  but  he  shall  not  want  pressing  (though  I 
scarce  ever  dun  for  myself),  because  I  think  his 
relations  may  and  will  help  him  if  properly  applied 
to;  and  Mr.  Hall  thinks  with  me,  that  urging  him 
frequently  may  make  him  more  considerate,  and 
induce  him  to  abridge  some  of  his  imnecessary  ex- 
penses. The  bond  is  made  payable  in  a  month  from 
the  day;  and,  for  your  encouragement,  I  may  add 
that  notwithstanding  what  he  affects  to  say  of  the 
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badness  of  his  circumstances,  I  look  on  the  debt  to 
be  far  irom  desperate. 

Please  to  send  me  Chambers'  Dictionary,  fhe  best 
edition,  and  charge  it  in  Mr.  Hall's  invoice.  My 
conq)lin[ients  to  good  Mrs.  Strahan:  my  dame  writes 
to  her.  I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  affection,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Phxladblpria,  3  July,  1749. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  wrote  to  you  very  ftdly  per  Arthur 
concerning  your  affair  with  Mr.  Read,  and  shall  have 
nothing  to  add  on  that  subject  till  I  hear  further 
from  you.  I  acquainted  you  that  he  had  given  his 
bond  for  the  balance  due  to  you,  and  that  I  do  not 
look  on  the  debt  as  desperate. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  several  second  bills,  having 
sent  the  first  per  Arthur.  I  hope  to  hear  per  next 
ship  that  you  have  received  my  son's  pay,  since  I 
understand  there  was  a  Parliament  in  March  last,  for 
a  sum  to  defray  all  the  charges  of  the  Canada  expe- 
dition. If  it  should  prove  otherwise,  I  will  send  the 
balance  from  hence  in  the  fall,  and  make  you  satisfac- 
tion for  the  delay  and  disappointment. 

The  Library  Company  send  to  Mr.  Collinson  by 
this  ship  for  a  parcel  of  books.  I  have  recommended 
you  to  him  on  the  occasion,  and  hope  you  will  have 
the  selling  of  them.  If  you  should,  and  the  Company 
judge  your  charges  reasonable,  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  keep  their  custom. 
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I  fear  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
this  year,  perhaps  the  next  I  may. 

Please  to  send  me  a  book  lately  advertised;  I 
think  it  is  called  A  Collection  of  Sentences,  Wise 
Sayings,  etc.,  by  some  ofl&cer  about  the  Parliament 
House ;  his  nan:ie  I  have  forgot. 

With  all  our  best  respects  to  you  and  yours,  I  am, 
dear  sir,  your  most  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

B.  Franklin, 

What  is  the  price  of  orintinE  naDer  in  London? 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphia,  93  October,  1749. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  hope  before  this  can  reach  you 
your  Parliament  will  have  met  and  ordered  pajmient 
of  what  has  been  so  long  due  on  accoimt  of  the 
Canada  expedition.  In  the  settling  our  accotmt  I 
will  make  you  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  disap- 
pointment occasioned  by  the  delay  of  my  son's  biU. 

J.  Read  has  removed  into  a  house  of  less  rent, 
which  I  was  well  pleased  with.  I  have  had  no  talk 
with  him  lately  about  your  affairs,  but  still  hope  the 
best;  and  it  shall  not  be  long  before  I  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  him  to  discharge  some  part  of  the 
bond. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  a  new  public  affair,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  enclosed,  which  I  hope,  with  God's 
blessing,  will  very  soon  be  in  good  train.  I  have 
not  laid  aside  my  intention  of  seeing  England,  and 
believe  shall  execute  it  next  year,  if  nothing  extra- 
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ordinary  occurs,  in  which  your  conversation  is  not 
one  of  the  least  pleasures  I  propose  to  myself. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  and  good  Mrs.  Strahan 
safe  returned  from  your  northern  journey.  I  am  just 
setting  out  on  one,  and  have  only  time  to  add  that  I 
am,  with  great  esteem  and  sincere  affection,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obliged  htunble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^Please  to  give  my  account  credit  for  what 
you  receive  by  the  enclosed  power  of  attorney,  and 
let  me  know  the  sum,  that  I  may  pay  the  person  here. 


TO  WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  4  February,  1750,  51. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  wrote  you  per  Capt.  Budden,  who 
sailed  the  beginning  of  December,  and  sent  you  a 
bill  of  exchange  on  Jonathan  Gumel  &  Co.  for  £$0^ 
and  desired  you  to  send  one  Viner's  Bacon  and 
Danver's  Abridgments  of  the  Law,  with  Wood's  and 
Coke's  Institutes.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  letter, 
and  forget  whether  I  added  the  Complete  Attor- 
ney, in  six  or  eight  volumes,  8vo,  the  precedents  in 
English;  please  to  send  that  also.  I  likewise  desired 
you  to  enter  my  son's  name,  William  Franklin,  in 
one  of  the  Inns  of  Court  as  a  student  of  law,  which, 
I  am  told,  costs  between  £5  and  £6,  and  to  let  me 
know  what  time  must  expire  before  he  can  be  called 
to  the  bar  after  such  entry,  because  he  intends  to  go 
to  London  a  year  or  two  before,  to  finish  his  studies. 
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I  hope  that  letter  got  to  hand.    I  see  they  have 

printed  a  new  translation  of  TuUy  on  Old  Age; 

please  to  send  me  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Hall  continues  well,  and  goes  on  perfectly  to 

my  satisfaction.    My  respects  to  Mrs.  Strahan  and 

Master  Billy.    I  have  not  time  to  add  but  that  I  am 

with  great  esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir,  your  most 

obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  a  June,  1750. 

Dbar  Sir: — ^The  person  from  whom  you  had  the 
power  of  attorney  to  receive  a  legacy,  was  bom  in 
Holland,  and  at  first  called  Aletta  Crell;  but  not 
being  christened  when  the  family  came  to  live  among 
the  Englisti  in  America,  she  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Mary.  This  change  of  name  probably 
might  be  unknown  to  the  testator,  as  it  happened  in 
Carolina,  and  so  the  legacy  might  be  left  her  by  her 
first  name  Aletta.  She  has  wrote  it  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  which  I  enclose,  and  desires  you  would  take 
the  trouble  of  acquainting  the  gentleman  with  these 
particulars,  which  she  thinks  may  induce  him  to  pay 
the  money. 

I  am  glad  to  understand  by  the  papers  that  the 
Parliament  has  provided  for  paying  off  the  debts  due 
on  the  Canada  expedition.  I  suppose  my  son's  pay 
is  now  in  your  hands.  I  am  willing  to  allow  6  per 
cent,  (the  rate  of  interest  here),  for  the  delay;  or 
more,  if  the  disappointment  has  been  a  greater  loss 
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to  you.  I  hope  the  £$0  bill  I  lately  sent  you  is  come 
to  hand  and  paid. 

The  description  you  give  of  the  company  and 
manner  of  living  in  Scotland  would  almost  tempt 
one  to  remove  thither.  Your  sentiments  of  the  gen- 
eral foible  of  mankind  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  to  no 
end  are  expressed  in  a  n:ianner  that  gave  me  great 
pleasure  in  reading.  They  are  extremely  just;  at 
least  they  are  perfectly  agreeable  to  mine.  But 
London  citizens,  they  say,  are  ambitious  of  what 
they  call  dying  worth  a  great  sum.  The  very  notion 
seems  to  me  absurd;  and  just  the  same  as  if  a  man 
should  run  in  debt  for  1,000  superfluities,  to  the  end 
that  when  he  shotild  be  stripped  of  all,  and  impris- 
oned by  his  creditors,  it  might  be  said,  he  broke  worth  a 
great  sum.  I  in:iagine  that  what  we  have  above  what 
we  can  use,  is  not  properly  ours,  though  we  possess 
it;  and  that  the  rich  man  who  must  die,  was  no  more 
worth  what  he  leaves,  than  the  debtor  who  must  pay. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  so  good  a  character  of  my  son- 
in-law.  Please  to  acquaint  him  that  his  spouse  grows 
finely  and  will  probably  have  an  agreeable  person. 
That  with  the  best  natural  disposition  in  the  world, 
she  discovers  daily  the  seeds  and  tokens  of  industry, 
economy,  and,  in  short,  of  every  female  virtue,  which 
her  parents  will  endeavor  to  cultivate  for  him;  and  if 
the  success  answer  their  fond  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions, she  will,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  be  worth 
a  great  deal  of  money,  and  consequently  a  great 
fortune.' 

>  The  "Spouse"  here  alluded  to,  Sarah  Franklin,  afterwards  Mrs. 
Bache,  was  then  in  the  sixth  year  of  her  age.  Master  Strahan  the 
*' son-in-law*'  was  presumably  not  much  older. 
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I  suppose  my  wife  writes  to  Mrs.  Strahan.  Our 
friend,  Mr.  Hall,  is  well,  and  manages  perfectly  to 
my  satisfaction.  I  cannot  tell  how  to  accept  your 
repeated  thanks  for  services  you  think  I  have  done 
to  him,  when  I  continually  feel  myself  obliged  to 
him,  and  to  you  for  sending  him.  I  sincerely  wish 
all  happiness  to  you  and  yours,  and,  am  dear  sir, 
your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  a8  June,  1751. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  yours  of  March  26ih,  with 
the  books  per  Smith,  in  good  order;  and  your  ac- 
count, whidi  agrees  with  mine,  except  in  a  trifle,  the 
share  of  the  charges  on  Ainsworth  carried  to  J. 
Read's  accoimt.  I  am  concerned  at  yotu-  lying  so 
long  out  of  your  money,  and  must  think  of  some  way 
of  making  you  amends.  I  have  wrote  to  Smith  at 
Antigua  to  quicken  him  in  discharging  his  debt  to 
you.  I  purpose,  Grod  willing,  to  go  over  with  my  son 
as  soon  as  it  becomes  necessary  for  him  to  go,'  when 
I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  finding  you  and  yours 
well  and  happy.  In  the  parcel  of  books  I  had  from 
you,  1747  (I  think  the  last  parcel),  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  law  books.  When  I  quitted  the  shop  to  Mr. 
Hall,  they  were  left  in  his  hands  for  sale,  the  person 
who  had  ordered  them  not  taking  them.  Now  we 
have  lost  or  mislaid  the  invoice  between  us,  and 

<  Preparatory  to  his  admission  to  the  bar.     See  p.  249,  letter  of  Feb. 
4.  1750- 
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caxmot  settle  for  those  books  without  your  help.    I 

must  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  send  me  a  copy 

of  that  invoice,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  law  books. 

Please  also  to  send  me  the  last  three  volumes  of  the 

8vo  Universal  History  to  complete  my  set,  bound 

in  boards,  covered  with  blue  paper.    My  wife  and 

children  join  in  the  most  affectionate  regards  to  you, 

Mrs.  Strahan,  and  family,  with,  dear  sir,  your  most 

obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  19  July,  1751. 

Dear  Sir  : — ^This  serves  to  cover  the  enclosed  and 
recommend  the  affair  to  your  care.  I  have  assured 
the  gentlemen  concerned  that  you  will  serve  them  as 
well  and  cheap  as  any  bookseller  in  London.  They 
are  men  of  ability,  and  will  be  constant  customers. 

We  are  all  well,  and  join  in  the  most  cordial  salu- 
tations to  you,  Mrs.  Strahan,  and  your  children.     I 

am,  dear  sir,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  2  a  September,  1751. 

Dear  Sir: — ^My  daughter  received  her  books  all 
in  good  order,  and  thanks  you  for  your  kind  care  in 
sending  them.  Enclosed  is  a  second  bill  for  £20 
sterling ;  the  first  went  per  Mesnard. 

There  is  a  little  book  on  the  game  of  chess,  by 
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Philip  Stamona,  printed  for  J.  Brindley,  1745;  if  to 

be  had,  please  to  send  it  to  me,  with  the  remaining 

volumes  of  Viner  as  fast  as  they  are  published. 

We  are  all  well,  and  join  in  affectionate  regards  to 

you,  Mrs.  Strahan,  and  your  children.    I  am,  dear 

sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


MRS.  DEBORAH   FRANKLIN  TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

24  December,  1751. 

Madam  : — I  am  ordered  by  my  Master  to  write  for 
him  Books  for  Sally  Franklin.  I  am  in  Hopes  Shee 
will  be  abel  to  write  for  herselfe  by  the  Spring. 

8  Sets  of  the  Preceptor  best  Edit. 

8  Doz.  of  Croxall's  Fables. 

3  Doz.  of  B.  Kenns  Manual  for  Winchester  School. 

1  Doz.  Familiar  Forms,  Latin  and  Eng. 
Ainsworth's  Dictionaries,  4  best  Edit. 

2  Doz.  of  select  Tales  and  Fables. 

2  Doz.  Costalio's  Test. 

Cole's  Dictionarys  Latin  and  Eng.  6  a  half  Doz. 

3  Doz.  of  Clarke's  Cordery  i  Boyle's  Pliny  2  Vols. 
8vo. 

6  Sets  of  Nature  displayed  in  7  Vols.     i2mo. 

one  good  Quorto  Bibel  with  Cudes  bound  in  Calfe. 

I  PeuriUa.  i  Art  of  making  Common  Salt  By 
Browning. 

my  Dafter  gives  her  duty  to  Mr.  Stroyhan  and  his 
Lady,  and  her  Compliments  to  Master  Billy  and  all 
his  brothers  and  Sisters,  my  Son  is  gon  to  Boston 
on  a  visit  to  his  Friends  I  suppose  Mr.  Franklin  will 
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write  himself.  Mr.  and  Mis  Hall  air  verey  well  thay 
have  lost  thair  other  Child  She  lays  in  this  Winter. 
My  Complyments  to  Mr.  Strahan  and  all  your  dear 
little  Family.    I  am  dear  Madam, 

Your  humbel  Servant. 

Deborah  Franklin. 

Enclosed  is  a  bill  on  Mr.  Richard  Manley  for  £30 
Barbadoes  currency.  On  the  'Change  you  will 
easily  leam  its  sterling  value.  If  Mr.  Manley  refuses 
to  pay  it,  give  his  letter  to  Mr.  David  Barclay,'  who 
has  a  power  from  Mrs.  Middleton  and  will  compel 
him.* 


TO  JARBD   ELIOT 

Philadelphia,  ii  February,  x75a. 

Dear  Sir  : — ^I  received  your  favor  by  my  son,  and 
return  my  thanks  for  yoiu*  kind  entertainment  of  him 
at  your  house.  I  delivered  yours  to  my  friend  Bar- 
tram,  and  enclose  to  you  his  answer.  He  is  much 
pleased  with  the  prospect  of  a  continued  correspond- 
ence with  you.  He  is  a  man  of  no  letters,  but  a 
cmious  observer  of  nature. 

I  like  very  well  the  paragraph  you  propose  to 
insert  concerning  Mr.  Jackson's  papers;  except  the 
last  line,  to  wit.,  "The  improvement  of  it  must  be 
deferred  till  another  year  " ;  instead  of  which  I  would 
say:  "It  cannot  now  be  inserted,  but  shall  be  in  our 
next."    My  reasons  are  that  I  think,  in  the  first 

'  Merchant  in  London. 

*  This  postscript  is  in  Franklin's  handwriting. 
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place,  your  essays  ought  to  be  more  frequent  than 
once  a  year;  next,  that  it  is  a  pity,  if  Mr.  Jackson's 
papers  would  be  advantageous  to  the  public,  a  whole 
year's  benefit  of  them  should  be  lost ;  thirdly,  he  will 
be  at  a  loss  to  know  why,  since  your  essay  was  not 
qtiite  finished  and  published,  his  papers  might  not  as 
well  have  been  added  now ;  and,  indeed,  I  think  you 
had  best  add  them,  tmless  you  intend  speedily  an- 
other essay.  Lastly,  I  object  to  the  word  improve- 
ment,  which,  in  the  sense  you  use  it,  is  peculiar  to 
New  England,  and  will  not  be  understood  elsewhere. 
It  will  look  as  if  you  proposed  to  alter  it  for  the 
better,  correct,  or  amend  it,  such  being  the  common 
meaning  of  the  word  improve. 

Every  colony  has  some  peculiar  expressions,  famil- 
iar to  its  own  people,  but  strange  and  unintelligible 
to  others.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  the 
same  may  be  observed  in  the  different  counties  of 
England.  I  know  you  will  excuse  this  freedom,  and 
that  I  need  make  no  apology  for  it.     I  am,  with  great 

respect,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  21  March,  1753. 

Dear  Sir: — I  wrote  to  you  in  the  winter  via  New 
York,  for  a  few  books,  and  sent  a  bill  of  £s^  Barba- 
does  currency.  The  first  is  enclosed.  I  hope  it  came 
to  hand  in  time  enough  for  you  to  meet  with  the 
gentleman  and  get  the  money.  He  is  captain  of 
the  ship,  and  was  to  be  found  at  the  New  England 
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coffee-house,  but  probably  may  be  gone  before  you 
receive  this.  They  were  mostly  school  books  and  I 
have  mislaid  the  original  Ust,  so  cannot  send  a  copy. 

The  books  for  the  Trenton  Library  arrived  safe, 
and  I  believe  gave  satisfaction. 

I  want  yet  Vol.  17  of  the  Universal  History  in 
blue  covers,  to  complete  set. 

My  wife  and  children  join  in  sincerest  wishes  of 

happiness  to  you  and  yours,  with,  dear  sir,  your 

obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphia,  8  Atigust,  1752. 

Dbar  Sir: — ^I  wrote  to  you  on  the  20th  of  June 
per  Mr.  Sterling  (who  I  hope  is  by  this  time  safe  ar- 
rived in  England)  and  sent  you  a  bill  of  £$0  sterUng, 
with  a  list  of  books  to  be  procured  for  oiu*  Ubrary. 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  second  bill. 

I  wrote  at  the  same  time  for  a  pair  of  globes  of 
six  or  eight  guineas  price;  a  concave  mirror  of 
twelve  inches  diameter  and  a  large  Popple's  map; 
sent  you  nine  guineas,  and  promised  a  bill  per  next 
ship,  which  I  now  accordingly  send.  It  is  ;i£20 
sterling  drawn  by  Mary  Stevens  on  Alexr.  Grant, 
Esq.  When  paid  please  to  credit  my  account 
with  it. 

I  have  only  the  first  volume  of  Bower's  History  of 
y  Popes.  I  hear  a  second  is  published;  please  to 
send  it  bound,  dark  sprinkled,  filleted,  and  lettered* 

▼OL.  xn. — 17. 
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I  wrote  you  a  few  days  since,  recommending  to 
your  notice  an  old  acquaintance,  who  is  bound  home 
from  Maryland  to  obtain  holy  orders.  His  name, 
Matthias  Harris.  Any  civilities  you  show  him,  as 
he  will  be  an  entire  stranger  in  London,  I  shall  grate- 
fully acknowledge.  Only  I  ought  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  has  always  had  a  strong  penchant  to  the  buy- 
ing of  books,  and  that  some  late  misfortunes  have 
rendered  it  more  inconvenient  to  him  to  gratify 
that  taste  than  it  has  been  heretofore. 

My  wife,  son,  and  daughter  desire  to  be  respect- 
fully remembered  to  you,  Mrs.  Strahan,  and  Master 
Billy.     I  am,  dear  sir,  yoiu:  obliged  htmible  servant, 

B.  Franexin. 


TO  JOHN   FRANKLIN  ' 

Philadblphia,  8  December,  1752. 

Dear  Brother: — Reflecting  yesterday  on  your 
desire  to  have  a  flexible  catheter,  a  thought  struck 
into  my  mind,  how  one  might  probably  be  made; 
and  lest  you  should  not  readily  conceive  it  by  any 
description  of  mine,  I  went  immediately  to  the  silver- 
smith's and  gave  directions  for  making  one  (sitting 
by  till  it  was  finished)  that  it  might  be  ready  for  this 
post.  But  now  it  is  done  I  have  some  apprehensions 
that  it  may  be  too  large  to  be  easy;  if  so  a  silver- 
smith can  easily  make  it  less  by  twisting  or  turning  it 
on  a  smaller  wire,  and  putting  a  smaller  pipe  to  the 
end,  if  the  pipe  be  really  necessary.     This  machine 

'Address:  "To Mr.  John  Franklin.     Boston.     Free.     B.  Franklin." 
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may  either  be  covered  with  small  fine  gut,  first 
cleaned  and  soaked  a  night  in  a  solution  of  alum  and 
salt  and  water,  then  rubbed  dry,  which  will  preserve 
it  longer  from  putrefaction;  then  wet  again  and 
drawn  on  and  tied  to  the  pipes  at  each  end,  where 
little  hollows  are  made  for  the  thread  to  bind  in  and 
the  surface  greased.  Or  perhaps  it  may  be  used 
without  the  gut,  having  only  a  little  tallow  rubbed 
over  it,  to  smooth  it  and  fill  the  joints.  I  think  it  is 
as  flexible  as  would  be  expected  in  a  thing  of  the 
kind,  and  I  imagine  will  readily  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  passage,  yet  has  stiffness  enough  to  be 
protruded ;  if  not,  the  enclosed  wire  may  be  used  to 
stiffen  the  hinder  part  of  the  pipe  while  the  fore  part 
is  pushed  forward,  and  as  it  proceeds  the  wire  may 
be  gradually  withdrawn.  The  tube  is  of  such  a 
natiu*e,  that  when  you  have  occasion  to  withdraw  it 
its  diameter  will  lessen,  whereby  it  will  move  more 
easily.  It  is  a  kind  of  screw  and  may  be  both  with- 
drawn and  introduced  by  turning.  Experience  is 
necessary  for  the  right  using  of  all  new  tools  or  in- 
struments, and  that  will  perhaps  suggest  some 
improvements  to  this  instrument  as  well  as  better 
direct  the  manner  of  using  it. 

I  have  read  Whytt  on  lime-water.  You  desire  my 
thoughts  on  what  he  says.  But  what  can  I  say? 
He  relates  facts  and  experiments,  and  they  must  be 
allowed  good,  if  not  contradicted  by  other  facts  and 
experiments.  May  not  one  guess,  by  holding  lime- 
water  some  time  in  one's  mouth,  whether  it  is  likely 
to  injure  the  bladder? 

I  know  not  what  to  advise,  either  as  to  the  injec- 
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tion  or  the  operation.     I  can  only  pray  God  to  direct 
you  for  the  best  and  to  grant  success. 

I  am,  my  dear  brother,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin/ 

I  found  Whytt's  experiments  are  approved  and 
reconmiended  by  Dr.  Mead. 

Dear  Brother: — With  regard  to  our  father's 
estate  I  can  only  so  far  inform  you  that  the  house- 
hold stuff  as  sold  at  vendue  amotmted  to  a  little 
more  than  $400  but  the  house  and  land  was  apprised 
at  $2,000.' 

<  For  the  privilege  of  publishing  this  letter  I  am  indebted  to  the 

oourtesy  of  Dr.  F.  N.  Otis,  of  New  York,  to  whom  I  am  also  indebted 

for  the  following  instructive  note : 

"January  lo,  z888. 

"My  Dbar  Mr.  Bigblow  : — ^The  letter  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  written 
in  175a,  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  a  flexible  catheter,  seems  to 
convey  the  impression  that  the  instnmient  he  so  graphically  describes 
was  one  of  his  own  invention.  I  think,  however,  that  it  simply  in- 
dicates his  familiarity  with  the  instrument  previously  in  use  abroad. 
The  first  mention  of  a  flexible  catheter  which  I  can  find  is  by  Roncalus, 
who  at  first  used  a  catheter  made  of  a  band  of  silver  twisted  in  a 
spiral  and  covered  with  a  fine  skin.  This  he  improved  in  1720  by 
'winding  the  spiral  with  en  twisted  silk,  then  dipped  it  in  rosin,  and 
afterward  gave  it  a  coat  of  Nuremberg  plaster.' 

"Bernard,  a  jeweller  (according  to  French  authority),  in  1800  (or 

thereabouts)  sewed  finely  woven  silk  upon  a  staff  or  mandril  and 

stiffened  it  with  elastic  gum.     This  is  practically  the  method  which 

is  in  use  in  the  manufacture  of  catheters  and  other  flexible  tirethral 

instruments  at  the  present  day. 

"Very  truly  yours, 

"P.  N.  Otis." 

*This  note  in  the  margin  is  in  a  different  handwriting  from  the 

body  of  the  letter,  and  was  doubtless  made  by  John,  to  whom  it  was 

addressed. 
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TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphxa,  9  May,  1753. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  have  your  favor  of  January  3oih, 
and  thank  you  for  the  civiKty  shown,  on  my  recom- 
nnfaendation,  to  Mr.  Harris.  What  you  mention  con- 
cerning the  books  was  not  at  all  amiss. 

Neither  the  second  volume  of  Bower's  History  of 
the  Popes,  nor  Delaresse's  Art  of  Painting,  nor  Crito^ 
are  to  be  found  in  any  of  Mr.  Hall's  tnmks. 

1  have  settled  a  nephew  of  mine '  in  Antigua,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Smith,  deceased.  I  take  him  to  be 
a  very  honest,  industrious  lad,  and  hope  he  will  do 
well  there,  and  in  tintie  be  of  some  use  to  you  as  a 
correspondent.  Please  to  send  him  a  little  cargo  of 
books  and  stationery  agreeable  to  the  invoice  below. 
I  will  send  you  a  bill  on  this  accotmt  perhaps  per 
next  ship. 

Please  to  send  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Strahan 
and  Master  Billy.     I  am,  sir,  your  obliged  humble 

servant, 

B.  Pransxin. 
3  ream  propatria,  best  cut. 

2  Do.  pot. 

1  Do.  fine  post. 
500  best  quills. 

3  doz.  British  ink  powder. 

2  lb.  wafers,  some  large. 
I  doz.  common  Bibles. 

I  doz.  Testaments. 

1  doz.  Psalters. 

2  doz.  Primers. 

'  Benjamin,  the  son  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mecom. 
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And  a  few  of  your  newest  and  most  salable  books, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  £25  sterling. 


Philadelphia,  4  June,  1753. 

Sir: — ^The  above  is  a  copy  of  mine  per  Reeves. 

This  is  only  to  request  you  would  send  me  here  the 

quarto  abridgment  of  the  Philosophical  Transac- 

tions,  except  the  first  five  volumes,  which  I  have. 

Send  me  also  Fielding's  Proposals  for  Employing  the 

Poor.    In  haste,  I  am  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 

The  five  voltunes  of   Transactions  I  have,   are 

abridged  by  Lowthrop  and  Jones.    All  well.    Mr. 

Hall  out  of  town. 


TO  WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  27  October,  1753. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  have  your  favor  of  Jime  27th,  and 
am  quite  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Harris. 
He  is  returned  to  Maryland,  as  I  hear,  a  parson. 

I  have  now  received  Bower's  second  volume,  and 
shall  send  to  the  Trenton  Library  to  enquire  after 
Crito  and  Delaresse. 

The  sum  was  £25  to  which  I  limited  the  books, 
etc.,  to  be  sent  my  nephew,  Benjamin  Mecom.  But 
if  you  have  sent  to  the  amoimt  of  £30,  it  is  not 
amiss. 

I  am  now  about  to  establish  a  small  printing-office 
in  favor  of  another  nephew,  at  New  Haven,  in  the 


Roman 

and 

Italic. 
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Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  England ;  a  consider- 
able town,  in  which  there  is  a  tmiversity,  and  a  pros- 
pect that  a  bookseller's  shop,  with  a  printing-house, 
may  do  pretty  well.  I  would  therefore  request  you 
to  bespeak  for  me  of  Mr.  Carlon,  viz. : 

300  lbs.  long  primer,  with  figures  and  signs  suffi- 
cient for  an  almanac. 

300  lbs.  pica. 

100  lbs.  great  primer. 

300  lbs.  English. 
60  lbs.  double  pica. 
50  lbs.  two-line  English. 
40  lbs.  two-line  great  printer. 
30  lbs.  two-line  capitals  and  flowers  of  different 
fonts. 

20  lbs.  quotations. 

As  Mr.  Carlon  has  different  long  primers,  picas, 
etc.,  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  judgment  to  choose  and 
order  the  best. 

To  which  add : 

A  complete  good  new  press. 

2  pair  blankets. 

2  pair  ballstocks. 

Some  reglets,  gutter-sticks,  side-sticks,  quoins,  etc. 

3  pair  chases,  of  different  sizes ;  the  biggest,  demi. 
2  folio  galleys,  each  with  four  shies. 

4  quarto  galleys. 

A  few  f acs,  head  and  tail  pieces ;  three  or  four  of 
each. 

2  doz.  brass  rules. 

2  good  composing-sticks. 

2  kegs  of  ink ;  one  weak,  the  other  strong. 
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With  such  another  small  cai^go  of  books  and  sta- 
tionery as  I  desired  you  to  send  to  Antigua  for  a 
beginning. 

Mesnard  sails  in  a  week  or  two,  by  whom  I  shall 
send  you  bills  for  £100  sterling.  But  desire  you 
would  immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  bespeak  the 
letter,  etc.,  that  we  may  not  be  disappointed  of  hav- 
ing them  per  first  ship  to  New  Haven  or  New  York 
in  the  spring.  If  sent  to  New  Haven,  direct  them  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Thomas  Darling,  merchant  there.  If 
no  vessel  to  New  Haven,  then  to  New  York,  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  Parker,  printer. 

Insure  the  whole. 

The  furniture  may  be  packed  in  the  large  case  that 
contains  the  press. 

If  you  can  persuade  your  press-maker  to  go  out  of 
his  old  road  a  little,  I  would  have  the  ribs  made  not 
with  the  face  rotmding  outwards,  as  usual,  but  a  little 
hollow  or  rotmding  inwards  from  end  to  end;  and 
fhe  cramps  made  of  hard  cast  brass,  fixed  not  across 
the  ribs,  but  longways,  so  as  to  slide  in  the  hollow 
face  of  the  ribs.  The  reason  is,  that  brass  and  iron 
work  better  together  than  iron  and  iron.  Such  a 
press  never  gravels ;  the  hollow  face  of  the  ribs  keex)s 
the  oil  better,  and  the  cramps,  bearing  on  a  laiger 
surface,  do  not  wear,  as  in  the  common  method.  Of 
this  I  have  had  many  years'  experience. 

I  need  not  desire  you  to  agree  with  the  work- 
men on  the  most  reasonable  terms  you  can;  and 
as  this  affair  will  give  you  trouble,  pray  charge  com- 
mission. I  shall  not  think  myself  a  whit  the  less 
obliged. 
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My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  Master  BiDy, 

etc.,  in  which  my  wife  and  children  join  with,  dear 

sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadblpria,  z8  April,  1754. 

Dear  Sir: — ^By  Capt.  Gibbon  I  received  a  copy  of 
yours  per  the  MyrtiUa,  but  she  is  not  yet  arrived.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  bills  I  sent  you  for  ;)Cioo  sterling 
are  accepted,  and  that  the  goods  were  to  be  shipped 
soon  for  Connecticut.  Bryant  is  arrived  in  New  York, 
who  left  London  the  middle  of  March.  I  have  not 
heard  whether  he  has  brought  them.  I  now  enclose 
you  a  bill  for  ;jS2o  sterling,  drawn  by  Mr.  Stevens,  on 
Alexander  Grant,  merchant,  London ;  and  what  bal- 
ance may  remain  tmpaid  I  will  send  as  soon  as  I  can 
know  it. 

I  am  glad  you  have  sent  again  the  things  that  were 
shipped  on  the  Davis.  As  to  that  loss,  give  yourself 
no  concern  about  it.  It  is  mine,  and  but  a  trifle.  I 
do  not  know  or  regard  what  the  custom  of  merchants 
may  be  in  such  cases;  but  when  I  reflect  how  much 
trouble  I  have  given  you  from  time  to  time  in  my  lit- 
tle affairs,  that  you  never  charged  me  commissions, 
and  have  freqtaently  been  in  advance  for  me,  were  the 
loss  much  greater,  be  sure  I  should  not  suffer  it  to 
fall  on  you. 

Benjamin  Mecom  writes  me  that  he  has  remitted 
yon  £^0  sterling,  which  I  am  pleased  to  hear.  And 
am  glad  you  have  not  sent  him  the  great  parcel  of 
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books  which  you  mention  he  has  wrote  for.  He  is  a 
young  lad,  quite  unacquainted  with  the  world,  and,  I 
fear,  would  be  much  embarrassed  if  he  went  suddenly 
into  dealings  too  deep  for  his  stock.  The  people  of 
those  islands  might  buy  his  books ;  but  I  know  they 
are  very  dull  pay,  and  he  would  find  it  impracticable 
to  collect  the  money  when  it  ought  to  be  sent  you. 
Pray  keep  him  within  boimds;  let  him  have  good 
salable  sortments,  but  small,  and  do  not  suffer  him 
to  be  more  than  £50  in  your  debt,  if  so  much;  it  is 
best  for  him  to  proceed  gradually,  and  to  deal  more 
as  his  stock  and  experience  increases.  I  am  thankful 
to  you  for  prudently  delaying  to  send  what  he  indis- 
creetly wrote  for,  till  you  had  advised  me  of  it.  Our 
complinients  to  Mrs.  Strahan  and  your  children.  I 
am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble 

servant^ 

B.  Franklin. 


Please  to  send  me  the  Philosophical  Transactions 
from  the  end  of  Martin's  Abridgment,  1744,  to  the 
present  time.  I  suppose  they  are  not  abridged.  Send 
them  large  as  they  came  out;  also  Dampier's  Voy- 
(^g^f  4  vols.,  8vo. 


Philadelphia,  28  April,  1754. 

Dear  Sir: — ^The  above  is  a  copy  of  mine  per 
Reeve.  Two  ships  are  since  arrived  in  New  York, 
but  I  hear  nothing  yet  of  the  things  expected,  thotigh 
possibly  they  may  be  come.  I  enclose  Mr.  Steven's 
second  bill  for  £20  sterling. 


1755]  Benjamin  Franklin  267 

Please  to  send  the  following  books,  viz. : 
2  Familiar  Letters,  by  Charles  Halifax.     i2mo. 
Baldwin. 

2  Nelson  on  the  Government  of  Children.  8vo. 
Dodsley. 

3  Treatise  on  Cider-Making.    Cave. 

Letters  from  a  Russian  Officer,  with  Some  Obser- 
vations  by  Arthur  Dobbs,  Esq.     Linde. 

The  Nutcracker,  by  F.  Foot,  Esq.    Cooper. 

The  Book  of  Conversation  and  Behavior.    Griffiths. 

Seed's  Sermons. 

Mother  Midnight's  Works  complete,  3  vols.  Car- 
man. 

Matho,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  very  affectionately,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant,  B  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^I  am  not  certain  whether  I  before  wrote 
you  the  following,  viz.  : 

2  Green's  Maps  of  America. 

Philosophical  Principles  of  Natural  and  RevecUed 
Religion,  by  Ramsey. 

Astronomical  Rotula,  a  print  per  Ferguson. 

2  Fry  and  Jefferson's  Maps  of  Virginia,  Maryland, 
etc. 

I  now  enclose  Mr.  Steven's  second  bill. 


TO   WILLIAM   STRAHAN 


Philadelphia,  7  October,  1755. 

Dear  Sir: — Mr.  Hall  has  wrote  to  you  for  a  fount 
of  Enghsh  and  a  fount  with  a  long-primer  face  on  a 
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smaller  body,  for  the  Gazette  on  my  account.  En- 
closed is  a  bill  for  £109  85.  46.  sterling,  drawn  on 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Saml.  Chandler,  which  I  doubt  not  will 
be  readily  paid.  I  know  not  well  how  my  accotmt 
stands  with  you,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  it,  but 
suppose  this  bill  will  leave  a  balance  in  your  hands 
after  paying  for  those  founts,  so  have  taken  the  free- 
dom to  draw  a  small  bill  on  you,  payable  to  Nathl. 
Voogdt  &  Co.,  Merchants,  London,  for  £2  175.  6d. 
sterling,  which  they  are  to  remit  to  Germany  on  a 
particular  occasion. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  and  to  your 
promising  son,  perhaps  one  day  mine.  God  send 
our  children  good  and  suitable  matches,  for  I  hepn 
to  feel  a  parent's  cares  in  that  respect,  and  fondly 
wish  to  see  them  well  settled  before  I  leave  them. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  to  be  yours 

most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — ^The  enclosed  pamphlet  is  lately  printed  in 

Boston.    You  will  find  a  number  of  interesting  facts 

in  it.    At  the  end  a  little  piece  of  mine. 

lEndors9d  in  pencil  in  FrankUn's  koMdwriHngl 

Observations  on  the  late  and  present  conduct  of 
the  French  with  regard  to  their  encroachments  upon 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America.  Together 
with  remarks  on  the  importance  of  those  colonies  to 
Great  Britain,  by  William  Clarke. 

To  which  are  added  by  another  hand,"  Observa- 
tions concerning  the  increase  of  n:iankind,  peopling 
of  colonies,"  etc. 
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TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadblphia,  27  November,  1755. 

Dear  Sir: — ^I  have  yours  of  October  3d;  BoUtha 
being  just  arrived,  the  things  not  yet  come  on  shore. 

By  the  account  sent  I  find  I  was  then  £59  45.  6d. 
sterling  in  your  debt.  I  hope  you  have  since  re- 
ceived the  trills  I  sent  you  per  Joy  &  Budden  for  ;jSio9 
&s.  4d.  sterlings  which  will  leave  a  balance  in  my 
favor. 

I  do  not  at  all  approve  of  B.  Mecom's  being  so 
much  in  your  debt,  and  shall  write  to  him  about  it. 
The  people  of  those  islands  expect  a  great  deal  of 
credit,  and  when  the  books  are  out  of  his  hands,  if  he 
should  die,  half  would  not  be  collected.  This  I  have 
learned  by  experience  in  the  case  of  poor  Smith, 
whom  I  fia:^t  settled  there.  I  am  glad,  therefore, 
that  you  declined  sending  him  the  other  things  he 
wrote  for.  Pray  write  to  him  for  the  pay  and  make 
him  keep  touch;  that  will  obUge  him  to  dun  quick 
and  get  in  his  debts ;  otherwise  he  may  hurt  himself, 
and  you  in  the  end.  Remember  I  give  you  this 
caution  and  that  you  venture  on  your  own  risk. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  the 
aflFair  you  mention  relating  to  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine, and  our  daughter  (who  already  trades  a  little  in 
London)  is  willing  to  undertake  the  distributing  of 
them  per  post  from  this  place,  hoping  it  may  produce 
some  profit  to  herself.  I  will  immediately  cause  ad- 
vertisements to  be  printed  in  the  papers  here,  at 
New  York,  New  Haven,  and  Boston,  recommending 
that  magazine  and  proposing  to  supply  all  who  will 


270  The  Works  of  [1755 

subscribe  for  them  at  135.  this  currency,  a  year,  the 
subscribers  paying  down  the  money  for  one  year  be- 
forehand ;  for  otherwise  there  will  be  a  considerable 
loss  by  bad  debts.  As  soon  as  I  find  out  what  the  sub- 
scription will  produce  I  shall  know  what  ntunber  to 
send  for.  Most  of  those  for  New  England  must  be 
sent  to  Boston.  Those  for  New  York,  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland  must  be  sent  to  New 
York  or  Philadelphia,  as  opportimities  offer  to  one 
place  or  the  other.  As  to  Virginia,  I  believe  it  will 
scarce  be  worth  while  to  propose  it  there,  the  gentle- 
men being  generally  furnished  with  them  by  their 
correspondents  in  London.  Those  who  incline  to 
continue,  must  pay  for  the  second  year  three  months 
before  the  first  expires,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time. 
The  postmaster  in  those  places  to  take  in  the  sub- 
scription money  and  distribute  the  magazines,  etc. 
These  are  my  first  thoughts.  I  shall  write  further. 
That  magazine  has  always  been,  in  my  opinion,  by 
far  the  best.  I  think  it  never  wants  matter,  both  en- 
tertaining and  instructive,  or  I  might  now  and  then 
furnish  you  with  some  little  pieces  from  this  part  of 
the  world. 

My  wife  and  daughter  join  in  sincerest  good  wishes 
of  prosperity  to  you  and  all  yours,  with,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

My  respects  to  Mr.  Newberry,  of  whom  you  give 
so  amiable  a  character. 
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TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Nbw  York,  2  Jtily,  1756. 

Dear  Sir: — ^Being  here  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
the  pacquet  boat  to  write  you  a  line,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  March  13th,  and  of  the 
brevier  fotmt,  which  is  come  to  hand  in  good  order, 
and  pleases  Mr.  Hall  and  me  very  much.  I  am  much 
indebted  to  you  for  your  care  in  that  matter,  as  well 
as  many  others.  I  think  our  account  now  stands 
thus: 

Dr.  B.  Franklin  to  W.  Strahan.  Cr. 


1755-  £  *.  ^. 

Oct.  3.  To  baL  of  acct. 

to  this  day  59    4  i) 

1756. 
Mar.  13.  To  biU  paid 

Mr.  Voogdt  2  17  6 

To  fount  of  brevier 

S8  17  6 

120  19  li 


£s.  d. 

Mar.  13.  By  bill  on 

Dr.  Chandler  109     8  4 

BaLdue  W.  S.  xx  xo  9I 


120  19  x} 


My  nephew,  B.  Mecom,  finding  that  the  business 
did  not  answer  to  his  mind  in  Antigua,  has  deter- 
mined to  quit  the  place,  and  has  accordingly  sent 
home  to  me  the  press  and  letters.  He  writes  me  that 
he  has  lately  sent  you  a  bill  for  ;£ioo  sterling,  and 
being  now  employed  only  in  collecting  his  debts,  he 
hopes  soon  to  send  you  a  bill  for  the  balance  of  your 
account,  about  £50  more.  As  the  ;£4o  bill  you 
received  of  me  in  November,  1753,  was  only  lent 
to  his  account,  and  he  will  now  pay  his  whole  bal- 
ance without  reckoning  that  ;£2o,  you  will  please 
to  take  it  back  to  my  accotmt  when  he  has  settled 
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and  paid  off  his;  whereby  a  balance  will  remain  in 
my  favor.  But,  in  the  meantime,  lest  that  should 
not  be  so  soon  done  as  he  proposes,  that  you  may 
not  be  longer  in  advance  for  me,  I  enclose  a  little 
bill  on  Mr.  CoUinson,  for  j^ii  105.  g^d.  the  bal- 
ance due  to  you,  but  desire  you  would  not  forget 
to  take  back  the  ;£2o  into  your  hands  for  me, 
when  you  settle  finally  with  B.  Mecom,  who  writes 
me  that  he  proposes  going  for  England  this  present 
July. 

You  judge  rightly  that  my  many  employments  and 
jotimeys  of  late  have  prevented  my  carrying  into 
execution  the  proposed  scheme  of  circulating  your 
magazine.  But  I  think  now  to  write  to  the  post- 
master as  soon  as  I  get  home,  and  order  the  adver- 
tisements into  the  papers.  With  the  greatest  respect 
and  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obliged  and  most 

obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


Nbw  York,  27  July,  1756. 

Dear  Sir: — ^The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  last. 
Since  which  I  have  received  from  Philadelphia  one  of 
our  newspapers,  printed  on  the  new  letter  you  sent  us, 
and  find  that  it  is  not  a  brevier  body,  but  larger,  and 
is  really  and  truly  no  other  than  the  burgeois.  No. 
I  of  Carlon's  specimen  now  lying  before  n:ie,  which 
burgeois  is  marked  by  a  pen  with  his  own  hand. 
Price  2S.  So  that  the  charging  it  as  brevier  at  25. 
6d.  is  an  imposition  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which  is 
too  much  to  bear,  and,  therefore,  I  do  insist  on  his 
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doing  me  justice,  and  leftmding  the  additional  six- 
pences; or  he  will  forfeit  the  character  he  alwajrs 
bore  with  me,  that  of  an  honest  man.  I  enclose  you 
a  piece  of  the  newspaper  for  your  satisfaction.  Com- 
pare it  with  his  specimen,  and  you  will  find  what  I 
say  precisely  true.  The  sum  to  be  returned  is  £11 
155.  6d.,  for  which  when  received  please  give  to  my 
account  credit. 

Lord  Loudon  arrived  last  week.  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  several  conferences  with  him  on  our  Anoer- 
ican  affairs,  and  am  extremely  pleased  with  him.  I 
think  there  cannot  be  a  fitter  person  for  the  service 
he  is  engaged  in. 

I  propose  to  return  to-morrow  to  Philadelphia, 
where  I  hope  things  will  soon  be  on  a  better  footing, 
as  we  expect  a  new  governor,  of  whom  we  hear  a 
good  character. 

My  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Strahan  and  your 
children.     I  am,  dear  friend,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — Since  my  last  I  have  a  letter  from  B.  Me- 
com,  who  writes  that  he  has  sent  you  a  £60  bill.  I 
send  a  whole  newspaper  instead  of  the  piece  men- 
tioned above,  as  there  is  some  news  in  it. 


TO   WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  31  December,  1756. 

Dear  Sir: — ^This  serves  only  to  cover  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  B.  Mecom  on  you,  upon  a  supposi- 
tion that  you  have  received  bills  he  sent  you  from 

▼OL.  TO. — 18. 
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Antigua  for  about  £120  more  than  the  balance  of 
your  account.  If  those  bills  are  not  come  to  hand, 
or  not  paid,  you  need  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  pro- 
testing this  bill,  but  let  it  lie  in  your  hands  till  you 
hear  farther  from  me.  If  those  bills  are  paid,  then 
please  to  carry  this  £100  to  my  account.  B.  Mecom 
has  settled  honorably  with  me,  and  bought  nay  old 
printing-house  that  he  had  at  Antigua.  He  wants 
some  new  letter  which  he  now  writes  for.  Lest  his 
bills  above  mentioned  should  fail,  I  have  given 
him  a  draft  on  my  friend  Collinson  for  £50  ster- 
ling, which  he  now  sends  to  you.  He  purposes  to 
set  up  in  Boston.  My  respects  affectionately  to  you 
and  yours,  particularly  my  son  Billy.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  learn  by  your  last  that  he  is  becoxne 
so  capable  of  business.  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  B.  Franklin, 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Philadelphia,  x  January,  1757. 

Dear  Sir: — I  wrote  you  a  line  or  two  yesterday, 
enclosing  B.  Mecom's  second  bill  for  £100  sterling, 
drawn  on  you  upon  prestunption  that  you  had  re- 
ceived some  bills,  he  had  sent  you,  to  the  amount  of 
)£i2o  more  than  the  balance  of  his  account.  He 
has  settled  honorably  with  me  and  botight  the  old 
Antigua  office  of  me,  and  is  gone  to  Boston  to  set 
up  his  business  there  among  his  friends  and  rela- 
tions, and  has  wrote  to  you  to  purchase  him  two  new 
founts,  one  of  long  primer  and  one  of  pica,  for 
which  I  have  furnished  him  with  a  bill  on  Mr.  Col- 
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linson  for  ^£50,  lest  you  should  not  have  received  his 
money,  I  now  send  B.  Mecom's  third  bill.  K  you 
are  not  in  cash  for  him  you  need  not  be  at  the  chai^ge 
or  trouble  of  protesting  it,  but  only  acquaint  me.  If 
you  are,  carry  it  to  the  credit  of  my  account.  I  wish 
you  and  yours  many  happy  New  Years,  being,  dear 
sir,  yours  aflEectionately,  g^  Franklin. 


31  January.  1757. 

DsAR  Sir  : — ^The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  last.  I  have 
now  before  me  your  favor  of  September  1 1  th.  I  shall 
not  fail  on  every  occasion  to  recommend  you  to  my 
friends  on  the  book  account.  I  wish  I  could  give  you 
any  hopes  of  soon  receiving  your  debt  of  J.  Read. 
Mr.  Hall,  no  doubt,  writes  you  more  fully  concerning 
hinx  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  so  good  an 
account  of  our  son  Billy.  In  return,  let  nae  tell  you 
that  our  daughter  Sally  is  indeed  a  very  good  girl, 
affectionate,  dutiful,  and  industrious,  has  one  of  the 
best  hearts,  and  though  not  a  wit,  is,  for  one  of  her 
years,  by  no  means  deficient  in  tmderstanding.  She 
already  takes  off  part  of  her  mother's  family  cares. 
This  must  give  you  and  Mrs.  Strahan  pleasure.  So 
that  account  is  partly  balanced. 

Our  Assembly  talk  of  sending  me  to  England 
speedily.  Then  look  out  sharp,  and  if  a  fat  old  fel- 
low should  come  to  your  printing-house  and  request 
a  little  smouting,  depend  upon  it 't  is  your  affection- 
ate friend  and  htunble  servant,         g  Franklin. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  B.  Mecom's  first  bill  for  )£ioo 
sterling,  the  2d  and  3d  sent  before. 
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TO  MR.   STRAHAN 

Oh!  My  Dear  Friend: — I  never  was  more  sur- 
prised than  on  reading  your  note.  I  grieve  for  you, 
for  Mrs.  Strahan,  for  Mr.  Johnston,  for  the  little 
ones,  and  your  whole  family.  The  loss  is  indeed  a 
great  one.  She  was  every  thing  that  one  could  wish 
in  every  relation.  I  do  not  offer  you  the  comnaon 
topics  of  consolation.  I  know  by  experience  how 
little  they  avail,  that  the  natural  affections  must  have 
their  cotirse,  and  that  the  best  remedy  for  grief  is 
time.  Mrs.  Stevenson  joins  her  tears  with  mine. 
God  comfort  you  all.    Yours  most  affectionately, 

Wednesday  Mom.  ^-  FRANKLIN. 


TO  DR.    WILLIAM  HEBBRDBN 

Cravbn  Strbbt,  7  Jtme,  1759. 

Sir: — I  now  return  the  smallest  of  your  two  tour- 
malins, with  hearty  thanks  for  your  kind  present  of 
the  other,  which  though  I  value  highly  for  its  rare 
and  wonderful  properties,  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  more 
for  the  friendship  I  am  honored  with  by  the  giver. 

I  hear  that  the  negative  electricity  of  one  side  of 
the  tourmalin,  when  heated,  is  absolutely  denied  (and 
what  has  been  related  of  it,  ascribed  to  prejudice  in 
favor  of  a  system)  by  some  ingenious  gentlemen 
abroad,  who  profess  to  have  made  the  experiments 
on  the  stone  with  care  and  exactness.  The  experi- 
roents  have  succeeded  differently  with  me;  yet  I 
would  not  call  the  accuracy  of  those  gentlenaen  in 
question.    Possibly  the  totumalins  they  have  tried 
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were  not  properly  cut ;  so  that  the  positive  and  nega- 
tive powers  were  obliqtiely  placed,  or  in  some  naan- 
ner  whereby  their  effects  were  confused,  or  the 
negative  parts  nM>re  easily  supplied  by  the  positive. 
Perhaps  the  lapidaries,  who  have  hitherto  cut  these 
stones,  had  no  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  two 
powers,  but  chose  to  make  the  faces  of  the  stone 
where  they  could  obtain  the  greatest  breadth,  or 
sonoe  other  advantage  in  the  f omx  If  any  of  these 
stones,  in  their  natural  state,  can  be  procured  here,  I 
think  it  would  be  right  to  endeavor  finding,  before 
they  are  cut,  the  two  sides  that  contain  the  opposite 
powers,  and  make  the  faces  there.  Possibly,  in  that 
case,  the  effects  might  be  stronger  and  more  dis- 
tinct; for,  though  both  these  stones  that  I  have 
examined  have  evidently  the  two  properties,  yet 
without  the  full  heat  given  by  boiling  water,  they 
are  somewhat  confused;  the  virtue  seems  strongest 
towards  one  end  of  the  face  and  in  the  ntiiddle  or 
near  the  other  end,  scarce  discernible ;  and  the  nega- 
tive, I  think,  always  weaker  than  the  positive. 

I  have  had  the  large  one  new  cut  so  as  to  make 
both  sides  alike  and  find  the  change  of  form  has 
made  no  change  as  I  fotmd  them  before.  It  is  now 
set  in  a  ring  in  such  a  manner  as  to  turn  on  an  axis, 
that  I  may  conveniently,  in  making  experiments, 
come  at  both  sides  of  the  stone.  The  little  rim  of 
gold  it  is  set  in,  has  ntiade  no  alteration  in  its  effects. 
The  warmth  of  my  finger,  when  I  wear  it,  is  sufficient 
to  give  it  some  degree  of  electricity,  so  that  it  is  al- 
ways ready  to  attract  light  bodies. 

The  following  experiments  have  satisfied  rait  that 
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M.  Epinus'  account  of  the  positive  and  negative 
states  of  the  opposite  sides  of  the  heated  tourmalin 
is  well  founded. 

I  heated  the  large  stone  in  boiling  water. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dry  I  brought  it  near  a  very  small 
cork  ball  that  was  suspended  by  a  silk  thread. 

The  ball  was  attracted  by  one  face  of  the  stone, 
which  I  call  A,  and  then  repelled. 

The  ball  in  that  state  was  also  repelled  by  the  posi- 
tively charged  wire  of  a  phial,  and  attracted  by  the 
other  side  of  the  stone  B. 

The  stone  being  fresh  heated  and  the  side  B 
brought  near  the  ball,  it  was  first  attracted,  and 
presently  after  repelled,  by  that  side. 

In  this  second  state  it  was  repelled  by  the  neg^- 
tively  charged  wire  of  a  phial. 

Therefore  if  the  principles  now  generally  received, 
relating  to  positive  and  n^ative  electricity,  are  true, 
the  side  A  of  the  laige  stone,  when  the  stone  is  heated 
in  water,  is  in  a  positive  state  of  electricity,  and  the 
side  B  in  a  negative  state. 

The  same  experiments  being  made  with  the  small 
stone  with  sealing-wax,  the  same  effects  are  pro- 
duced. The  flat  side  of  the  small  stone  gives  the 
signs  of  positive  electricity ;  the  high  side  gives  the 
signs  of  negative  electricity. 

Again. 

I  suspended  the  small  stone  by  a  silk  thread* 

I  heated  it,  as  it  hung,  in  boiling  water. 

I  heated  the  large  one  in  boiling  water. 

Then  I  brought  the  large  stone  near  to  the  sus- 
pended small  one ; 
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Which  immediately  turned  its  flat  side  to  the  side 
B  of  the  large  stone,  and  would  cling  to  it. 

I  turned  the  ring,  so  as  to  present  the  side  A  of  the 
large  stone  to  the  flat  side  of  the  small  one. 

The  flat  side  was  repelled,  and  the  small  stone, 
turning  quick,  applied  its  high  side  to  the  side  A 
of  the  large  one. 

This  was  precisely  what  ought  to  happen  on  the 
supposition  that  the  flat  side  of  the  small  stone,  when 
heated  in  water,  is  positive,  and  the  high  side  nega- 
tive; the  side  A  of  the  large  stone  positive,  and  the 
side  B  n^[ative. 

The  effect  was  apparently  the  same  as  would  have 
been  produced  if  one  magnet  had  been  suspended  by 
a  thread  and  the  different  poles  of  another  brought 
alternately  near  it. 

I  find  that  the  face  A  of  the  large  stone,  being 
coated  with  leaf  gold  (attached  by  the  white  of  an 
egg,  which  will  bear  dipping  in  hot  water),  becomes 
quicker  and  stronger  in  its  effect  on  the  cork  ball, 
repelling  it  the  instant  it  comes  in  contact;  which 
I  suppose  to  be  occasioned  by  the  tmited  force  of 
different  parts  of  the  face  collected  and  acting  to- 
gether through  the  metal.    I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franexin. 


TO  MISS  MARY   STEVENSON 

Craven  Strbbt,  zo  Atigust,  1761. 

We  are  to  set  out  this  week  for  Holland,  where  we 
may  possibly  spend  a  month,  but  purpose  to  be  at 
home  again  before  the  coronation.     I  could  not  go 
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without  taking  leave  of  you  by  a  line  at  least,  when  I 
am  so  many  letters  in  your  debt. 

In  yours  of  May  19th,  which  I  have  before  me, 
you  speak  of  the  ease  with  which  salt  water  may  be 
made  fresh  by  distillation,  supposing  it  to  be,  as  I 
had  said,  that  in  evaporation  the  air  would  take  up 
water,  but  not  the  salt  that  was  mixed  with  it.  It  is 
true  that  distilled  sea  water  will  not  be  salt,  but  there 
are  other  disagreeable  qualities  that  rise  with  the 
water  in  distillation,  which  indeed  several  besides  Dr. 
Hales  have  endeavored  by  some  means  to  prevent, 
but  as  yet  their  methods  have  not  been  brought  much 
into  tise.  I  have  a  singular  opinion  on  this  subject, 
which  I  will  venture  to  conmiunicate  to  you,  though 
I  doubt  [not]  you  will  rank  it  among  my  whims. 
It  is  certain  that  the  skin  has  imbibing  as  well  as  dis^ 
charging  pores;  witness  the  effects  of  a  blistering- 
plaster,  etc.  I  have  read  that  a  man,  hired  by  a 
physician  to  stand  by  way  of  experiment  in  the  open 
air,  naked,  during  a  moist  night,  weighed  near  three 
potmds  heavier  in  the  morning.  I  have  often  ob- 
served my^self ,  that  however  thirsty  I  may  have  been 
before  going  into  the  water  to  swim,  I  am  never  long 
so  in  the  water.  These  imbibing  pores,  however,  are 
very  fine,  perhaps  fine  enough  in  filtering  to  separate 
salt  from  water ;  for,  though  I  have  soaked  (by  swim- 
ntiing,  when  a  boy)  several  hours  in  the  day  for  sev- 
eral days  successively  in  salt  water,  I  never  found 
my  blood  and  jucies  salted  by  that  means,  so  as  to 
make  me  thirsty,  or  feel  a  salt  taste  in  my  mouth; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  flesh  of  sea  fish,  though 
bred  in  salt  water,  is  not  salt. 
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Hence  I  imagine  that  if  people  at  sea,  distressed 
by  thirst  when  their  fresh  water  is  unfortunately 
spent, would  make  bathing-tubs  of  their  empty  water- 
casks,  and  filling  them  with  sea  water  sit  in  them  an 
hour  or  two  each  day,  they  might  be  greatly  relieved. 
Perhaps  keeping  their  clothes  constantly  wet  might 
have  an  almost  equal  effect,  and  this  without  danger 
of  catching  cold.  Men  do  not  catch  cold  by  wet 
clothes  at  sea.  Damp,  but  not  wet,  linen  ntiay  pos- 
sibly give  colds ;  but  no  one  catches  cold  by  bathing, 
and  no  clothes  can  be  wetter  than  water  itself.  Why 
damp  clothes  should  then  occasion  colds  is  a  curious 
question,  the  disctission  of  which  I  reserve  for  a 
future  letter,  or  some  future  conversation. 

Adieu,  my  little  philosopher.  Present  my  respect- 
ful compliments  to  the  good  ladies,  your  aunts,  and 
to  Miss  Pitt;  and  believe  me  ever  your  affectionate 

friend,  etc., 

B.  Fransxin. 


TO   REV.    M 


London,  30  March,  176a. 

Rev'd  Sir: — I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  27th 
instant,  enclosing  a  bank  note  of  ;£2o,  which  nmkes 
£^o  now  repaid  by  Overal.  I  acquainted  you  in 
mine  by  last  Saturday's  post  that  I  had  reason  to 
think  the  whole  sum  to  be  repaid  would  not  be  so 
great  as  I  before  computed  it,  and  perhaps  not  ex- 
ceed £^g  or  £'&o.  It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  me  to  find 
it  so,  that  I  may  have  no  occasion  to  have  recourse 
to  the  law,  which  is  so  disagreeable  a  thing  to  me, 
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that  through  the  whole  course  of  my  life  I  have  never 
entered  an  action  against  any  man.  But  I  own  I 
was  not  a  little  provoked  with  these  people,  as  I 
concluded  they  must  certainly  have  known  of  the 
mortgage  (and  indeed  the  letters  they  have  since  pro- 
duced show  that  they  did,  particularly  the  last  you 
mentioned  of  December  38,  1756);  and  yet  when  I 
asked  them  if  there  was  no  mortgage  or  other  in- 
cumbrance on  the  estate,  the  man  said  none  that  he 
knew  or  had  ever  heard  of;  and  the  woman  added: 
''And  to  be  sure,  if  there  had  been  any  such  thing  in 
so  long  a  time  as  we  have  received  the  rent,  we  must 
have  heard  of  it/'  There  was  such  an  apparent  sim- 
plicity in  their  manner,  and  they  answered  with  such 
readiness  and  confidence,  that  I  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied; and  therefore  the  more  surprised  and  chagrined 
when  I  afterwards  found  how  easily  I  had  been  im- 
posed on.  They  likewise  had  instructed  Mr.  Winter- 
bottom  to  assure  the  purchaser  (as  he  did  me)  that 
the  house  had  lately  undergone  a  thorough  repair, 
whereas  Spofford  in  his  letter  had  informed  them  '4t 
will  soon  want  a  great  deal  of  repair."  I  think  with 
you  that  they  are  weak  and  foolish  people ;  but  there 
seems  no  small  mixture  of  knavery  with  their  folly. 
I  likewise  imagined,  as  you  do,  that  they  were  but 
little  accustomed  to  money,  from  some  conversation 
between  them  when  they  were  about  to  receive  it. 
The  man  said  he  had  been  bred  to  a  trade,  but  that 
he  never  liked  to  work  at  it.  "Well,  my  dear,''  sa}^ 
she,  '*you  know  you  will  now  have  no  occasion  ever 
to  work  any  more."  They  seemed  to  think  it  so 
great  a  sum  that  it  could  never  be  spent. 
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I  am  very  sensible,  sir,  that  this  must  have  been  a 
disagreeable  affair  to  you,  and  I  am  the  more  obliged. 
The  very  [mutilated]  and  generous  manner  in  which 
you  have  executed  it  will  ever  demand  my  thankful 
acknowledgment,  which  I  beg  you  to  accept,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franexin. 


TO  WILLIAM   STRAHAN 

Saturday,  14  June  [probably  1769]. 

Mr.  Pranldin's  compliments  to  Mr.  Strahan,  and 
out  of  pure  kindness  to  him  offers  him  an  opportimity 
of  exercising  his  benevolence  as  a  man  and  his  char- 
ity as  a  Christian.  One  Spencer,  formerly  a  mer« 
chant  of  figure  and  credit  in  North  America,  being 
by  various  misfortunes  reduced  to  poverty,  is  here  in 
great  distress,  and  would  be  made  happy  by  any 
employment  that  would  only  enable  him  to  eat, 
which  he  looks  as  if  he  had  not  done  for  some  time. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  accounts,  and  writes  a 
very  fair  hand,  as  Mr.  S may  see  by  the  en- 
closed letter.  His  expectations  that  brought  him 
over,  which  are  touched  on  in  that  letter,  are  at  an 
end.  He  is  a  very  honest  man,  but  too  much  dis- 
pirited to  put  himself  forward.  Cannot  some  smout- 
ing  in  the  writing  way  be  got  for  him?  Or  some 
little  clerkship?  which  he  would  execute  very  faith- 
ftilly.    He  is  at  Mr.  Cooper's  at  the  Hat  and  Feather, 

Snow  Hill.     Mr.  P has  done  what  he  could  to 

serve  him  (to  little  purpose,  indeed),  and  now  leaves 
him  as  a  l^acy  to  good  Mr.  Strahan, 
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TO  JARBD  INGBRSOLL' 

Priladblphia,  XI  December  1769. 

Dear  Sir: — I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratu- 
lations. It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  an  old 
friend;  it  will  give  me  much  more  pleasure  to  see 
him.  I  hope,  therefore,  nothing  will  prevent  the 
journey  you  propose  for  next  summer  and  the  favor 
you  intend  ipe  of  a  visit.  I  believe  I  mtist  make  a 
journey  early  in  the  spring  to  Virginia,  but  purpose 
being  back  again  before  the  hot  weather.  You  will 
be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  beforehand  what 
time  you  expect  to  be  here,  that  I  may  not  be  out  of 
the  way,  for  that  would  certify  me  exceedingly. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  it  is  that  distin- 
guishes Connecticut  religion  from  common  religion. 
Commtmicate,  if  you  please,  some  of  these  particulars 
that  you  think  will  amuse  me  as  a  virtuoso.  When  I 
travelled  in  Flanders,  I  thought  of  yotu:  excessively 
strict  observation  of  Stmday;  and  that  a  man  could 
hardly  travel  on  that  day  among  you  upon  his  lawful 
occasions  without  hazard  of  punishment;  while, 
where  I  was,  every  one  travelled,  if  he  pleased,  or  di- 
verted himself  in  any  other  way ;  and  in  the  after- 
noon both  high  and  low  went  to  the  play  or  the  opera, 
where  there  was  plenty  of  singing,  fiddling,  and 
dancing.  I  looked  arotmd  for  God's  judgments,  but 
saw  no  signs  of  them.  The  cities  were  well  built  and 
full  of  inhabitants,  the  markets  filled  with  plenty, 
the  people  well  favored  and  well  clothed,  the  fields 
well  tilled,  the  cattle  fat  and  strong,  the  fences, 

'  Prom  the  papers  in  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 
Collection. 
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houses,  and  windows  all  in  repair,  and  no  Old  Tenor 

anywhere  in  the  country;  which  would  almost  c:iake 

one  suspect  that  the  Deity  is  not  so  angry  at  that 

offence  as  a  New  England  Justice. 

I  left  our  friend  Mr.  Jadcson  well,  and  I  had  the 

great  happiness  of  finding  my  little  family  well 

when  I  canae  home,  and  my  friends  as  cordial  and 

more  numerous  than  ever.    May  every  prosperity 

attend  you  and  yours.    I  am,  dear  friend,  yours 

afEectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

98  March,  1763. 

.  .  •  I  have  received  your  favors  of  October 
20th  and  November  ist  by  my  son,  who  is  safely  ar- 
rived with  my  new  daughter.  I  thank  you  for  your 
friendly  congratulations  on  his  promotion.  I  am  just 
returned  from  a  journey  I  made  with  him  through 
his  government,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
him  everjrw^here  received  with  liie  utmost  respect 
and  even  affection  of  all  ranks  of  people.  As  to 
myself,  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter  that 
I  found  my  friends  here  more  numerous  and  as 
hearty  as  ever.  It  had  been  industriously  reported 
that  I  had  lived  very  extravagantly  in  England, 
and  wasted  a  considerable  sum  of  the  public  money, 
which  I  had  received  out  of  yotir  treasury  for  the 
Province ;  but  the  Assembly,  when  they  cannie  to  ex- 
amine nay  accounts  and  allow  me  for  my  services, 
found  themselves  £2,214  ^os.  d.  sterling  in  my  debt. 
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to  the  utter  confusion  of  the  propagators  of  that  false- 
hood, and  the  surprise  of  all  they  had  made  to  believe 
it.  The  House  accordingly  ordered  that  sum  to  be 
paid  n:ie,  and  that  the  Speaker  should,  moreover, 
present  me  with  their  thanks  for  my  fidelity,  etc.,  in 
transacting  their  affairs.  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
glorious  peace  yotir  ministry  have  made,  the  most 
advantageous  to  Britain,  in  my  opinion,  of  any  your 
annals  have  recorded.  As  to  the  places  left  or/ 
restored  to  Prance,  I  conceive  our  strength  will  now 
soon  increase  to  so  great  a  degree  in  North  Anaerica 
that  in  any  future  war  we  nmy  with  ease  redeem 
them  all;  and  therefore  I  look  upon  them  as  so  many 
hostages  or  pledges  of  good  behavior  from  that  per- 
fidious nation.  Your  pamphlets  and  papers,  there- 
fore, that  are  wrote  against  the  peace  with  some 
plausibility,  give  me  pleasure,  as  I  hope  the  French 
will  read  them  and  be  persuaded  they  have  made  an 
excellent  bargain.    .    .     • 


TO 


9  May.  1763. 

I  congratulate  you  sincerely  on  the  signing  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  which,  if  agreeable  to  the  prelimi- 
naries, gives  us  peace  the  most  advantageous  as  well 
as  glorious  that  was  ever  before  attained  by  Britain. 
Throughout  this  continent  I  find  it  tmiversally  ap- 
proved and  applauded ;  and  am  glad  to  find  the  same 
sentiment  prevailing  in  yotir  Parliament  and  the  un- 
biased part  of  the  nation.    Grumblers  there  will 
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always  be  among  you,  where  power  and  places  are 
worth  striving  for,  and  those  who  cannot  obtain  them 
are  angry  with  all  that  stand  in  their  way.  Such 
would  have  clamored  against  a  ministry  not  their 
particular  friends,  even  if  instead  of  Canada  and 
Louisiana  they  had  obtained  a  cession  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.    .    .     . 


TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Nbw  York,  28  Jttne,  1763. 

Dbar  Pribnd  : — ^You  will  hear  before  this  reaches 
you  that  the  Indians  have  renewed  their  hostilities. 
They  have  not  as  usual  made  any  previous  complaint, 
and  various  conjectures  are  therefore  made  of  the 
cause.  Some  think  it  is  merely  to  secure  their  hunt- 
ing countries,  which  they  apprehend  we  mean  to 
take  from  them  by  force  and  turn  them  into  planta- 
tions, though  the  ax>prehension  is  without  ground; 
others,  that  too  little  notice  of  them  has  been  taken 
since  the  reduction  of  Canada,  no  presents  made  them 
as  before ;  others,  that  they  are  offended  at  the  pro- 
hibition of  selling  them  rum  or  powder,  but  I  do  not 
find  this  prohibition  has  been  general,  and  as  to 
powder,  that  enough  has  been  allowed  them  all  for 
their  htmting;  others,  that  they  acquired  a  relish 
for  plunder  in  the  late  war,  and  would  again  enjoy 
the  sweets  of  it;  others,  that  it  is  the  effect  of  a  large 
belt  sent  among  them  by  the  French  commander  in 
the  Illinois  country  before  he  heard  of  the  peace,  to 
excite  them  to  renew  the  war  and  assure  them  of 
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supplies  and  assistanoe ;  others  think  all  these  causes 
msLy  have  operated  together.  The  nations  chiefly 
concerned  are  said  to  be  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas, 
who  live  west  of  and  north  of  the  Lakes,  and  the 
Delawares  on  the  Ohio,  but  some  other  nations  who 
have  not  yet  appeared  are  suspected  privily  to  en- 
cotirage  them.  It  is,  however,  a  war  that  I  think 
cannot  last  long,  though  for  the  present  very  mis- 
chievous to  the  poor  settlers  on  the  frontiers. 

I  expected  when  I  left  England  to  ha ve  learnt  in 
your  letters  the  true  state  of  things  from  time  to  time 
among  you;  but  you  are  silent  and  I  am  in  the  dark. 
I  hear  that  faction  and  sedition  are  becoming  univer- 
sal among  you,  which  I  can  scarcely  believe,  though 
I  see  in  yotir  public  papers  a  licentiousness  that 
amiazes  me.  I  hear  of  ins  and  outs  and  ups  and 
downs,  and  know  neither  why  nor  wherefore.  Think, 
my  dear  friend,  how  much  satisfaction  it  is  in  your 
power  to  give  me,  with  a  loss  only  of  half  an  hour  in 
a  month  that  you  would  otherwise  spend  at  cribbage. 
I  left  our  friend  David  and  his  family  well.  I  hope 
this  will  find  you  so.  I  am  here  on  my  journey  to 
New  England,  whence  I  hope  to  return  in  about  two 
months.  Sally  goes  with  me.  Billy  and  his  wife 
came  over  here  last  night  from  the  Jerseys  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  their  friends  at  New  York,  so  that  we 
are  all  together  at  present,  except  my  wife,  and  all 
join  in  best  wishes  for  you  and  good  Mrs.  Strahan 
and  your  children.  I  wrote  to  you  by  the  last  packet, 
and  can  now  only  add  that  I  am,  with  sincerest 
esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 
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TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN 

Boston,  8  August,  1763. 

Dear  Fribnd  : — I  have  received  here  yotir  favor  of 
May  3d,  and  postscript  of  May  loth,  and  thank  you 
cordially  for  the  sketch  you  give  me  of  the  present 
state  of  your  political  affairs.  If  the  stupid,  brutal 
opposition  yotu:  good  king  and  his  n:ieasures  have 
lately  met  with,  should  as  you  fear,  becon:ie  general, 
surely  you  would  not  wish  me  to  come  and  live  among 
such  people ;  you  would  rather  remove  hither,  where 
we  have  no  savages  but  those  we  expect  to  be  such. 
But  I  think  your  noadmen  will  erelong  come  to  their 
senses;  and  when  I  come  I  shall  find  you  generally 
wise  and  happy.  That  I  have  not  the  propensity  to 
sitting  still  that  you  apprehend,  let  my  present  jotu:- 
ney  witness  for  me,  in  which  I  have  already  travelled 
eleven  hundred  and  forty  miles  on  this  continent 
since  April,  and  shall  make  six  hundred  and  forty 
miles  more  before  I  see  home.  No  friend  can  wish 
me  more  in  England  than  I  do  myself.  But  before  I 
go '  every  thing  I  am  concerned  in  must  be  so  settled 
here  as  to  make  another  return  to  America  unneces- 
sary. My  love  to  every  one  of  yotir  dear  family,  of 
whose  welfare  I  always  rejoice  to  hear;  being  with 
the  greatest  esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir,  yours 

sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 

'This  IS  but  one  of  several  intimatioiis  that  Franklin  had  serious 
thoughts  of  quitting  America,  and  establishing  himself  in  England. 
How  different  might  have  been  the  history  of  both  countries,  had  this 
intention  ripened. 
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TO  WILLIAM  STRAHAN  (?) 

Philadblphia,  19  December,  1763. 

.  .  .  I  own  that  I  sometimes  stispect  my  love  to 
England  and  my  friends  there,  seduces  n:ie  a  little, 
and  makes  my  own  middling  reasons  for  going  over, 
appear  very  good  ones.  We  shall  see  in  a  little  time 
how  things  will  turn  out.  Blessings  on  your  heart 
for  the  feast  of  politics  you  gave  me  in  your  last.  I 
could  by  no  other  means  have  obtained  so  dear  a 
view  of  the  present  state  of  your  public  affairs  as  by 
your  letter.  Most  of  your  observations  appear  to 
me  extremely  judicious,  strikingly  clear  and  true.  I 
only  differ  from  you  in  some  of  the  melancholy 
apprehensions  you  express  concerning  consequences ; 
and  to  comfort  you  (at  the  same  time  flattering  my 
own  vanity)  let  me  remind  you  that  I  have  some- 
times been  in  the  right  in  such  cases,  when  you 
happened  to  be  in  the  wrong,  as  I  can  prove  upon 
you  out  of  this  very  letter  of  yours.  Call  to  mind 
your  former  fears  for  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  re- 
member my  telling  you  that  the  man's  abilities  were 
more  than  equal  to  all  the  force  of  his  enemies,  and 
that  he  would  finally  extricate  himself  and  tritmiph. 
This,  by  the  accotmt  you  give  me  from  Major  Beck- 
with,  is  fully  verified.  You  now  fear  for  our  virtuous 
yotmg  king,  that  the  factions  forming  will  overpower 
him  and  render  his  reign  tmcomfortable.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  that  his  virtue  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  his  sincere  intentions  to  make  his  people 
happy  will  give  him  firmness  and  steadiness  in  his 
measures  and  in  the  support  of  the  honest  friends  he 
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has  chosen  to  serve  him;  and  when  that  firmness  is 
fully  perceived,  faction  will  dissolve  and  be  dissipated 
like  a  morning  fog  before  the  rising  sun,  leaving  the 
rest  of  the  day  dear,  with  a  sky  serene  and  cloudless. 
Such,  after  a  few  of  the  first  years,  will  be  the  future 
course  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  which  I  predict  will  be 
happy  and  truly  glorious.  Your  fears  for  the  nation, 
too,  appear  to  me  as  little  founded.  A  new  war  I 
cannot  yet  see  reason  to  apprehend.  The  peace  I 
think  w31  long  continue,  and  your  nation  be  as  happy 
as  they  deserve  to  be.  g^  Franklin. 


TO  GOVERNOR  BERNARD 

Priladblphia.  zz  January.  Z764. 

Sir: — ^Having  heard  nothing  from  Virginia  con- 
cerning yotir  son,  I  have  at  length  thought  the  best 
and  surest  way  of  bringing  him  safely  here  will  be  to 
send  from  hence  a  sober,  trusty  person  to  conduct 
him  up,  who  will  attend  him  on  the  road,  etc.  I 
have  accordingly  this  day  agreed  with  Mr.  Ennis,  a 
very  discreet  man,  to  make  the  journey,  who  sets  out 
to-morrow  morning.  I  shall  send  with  him  my  own 
horse  for  Mr.  Bernard,  and  money  to  bear  his  ex- 
penses, with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Johnson,  engaging  to 
pay  any  accotmt  he  may  have  against  your  son,  or 
any  reasonable  debts  he  may  have  contracted  there. 
I  hope  this  will  be  agreeable  to  you  and  answer  the 
end.  I  am,  with  sincerest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

Endorsed. 
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TO    MR.    TODD,    SBCRBTARY    OP    THE    GENBRAL    POST- 
OFFICE 

Philadblphia,  z6  January,  1764. 

Sir: — In  my  last  I  wrote  you  that  Mr.  Foxcroft, 
my  colleague,  was  gone  to  Virginia,  where,  and  in 
Maryland,  some  ofl&ces  are  yet  tmsettled.  We  are  to 
meet  again  in  April  at  Aimapolis,  and  then  shall 
send  you  a  full  accotmt  of  our  doings.  I  will  now 
only  just  mention  that  we  hope  in  the  spring  to  ex- 
pedite the  communication  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  as  we  have  already  that  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  by  making  the  mails  travel  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day,  which  has  never  heretofore 
been  done  in  America.  It  passes  now  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  so  quick  that  a  letter  can  be 
sent  from  one  place  to  another,  and  an  answer  re- 
ceived the  following  day,  which  before  took  a  week, 
and  when  our  plan  is  executed  between  Boston  and 
New  York,  letters  may  be  sent  and  answers  received 
in  four  days,  which  before  took  a  fortnight ;  and  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Boston  in  six  days,  which 
before  required  three  weeks.  We  think  this  expedi- 
tious communication  will  greatly  increase  the  number 
of  letters  from  Philadelphia  and  Boston  by  the 
packets  to  Britain.' 

'  Endorsed:  *' Plans  Gen.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esq.,  Deputy  Postmaster-General  of  North  America  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Post-Office,  dated  January  16,  1764,  respecting  the 
communication  carried  on  between  New  York  and  other  colonies  by 
post.     Read  March  3,  1764.    R.  46." 
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TO  COLONEL  BOUQUET 

Pbiladblphxa,  z6  August,  2764. 

Dear  Sir: — ^Returning  just  now  from  the  Board 
of  Commissioners,  I  found  your  agreeable  favor  of 
the  loth  instant.  We  had  a  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
when  your  letter  to  the  governor  was  laid  before  us, 
his  Honor  not  present  and  the  Board  thin.  I  think 
none  but  myself  spoke  then  for  the  measure  recom- 
mended; so  to  prevent  its  being  too  hastily  refused, 
I  moved  to  refer  it  to  this  day,  when  we  might  have 
a  fuller  Board.  The  principal  objection  was,  that  the 
act  did  not  empower  us  to  go  farther.  To-day  we 
got  over  that  objection  and  all  others,  and  came  to  a 
resolution  which  will  be  communicated  to  you  by  the 
governor,  I  suppose,  and  the  money  sent  by  Captain 
Young.  We  have  fully,  as  we  understand  it,  com- 
idied  with  your  requisition;  and  't  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  have  done  every  thing  you  wished  me  to  do  in 
the  affair  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 

I  recollect  that  I  once  in  conversation  promised 
you  some  papers  I  had  by  me,  containing  hints  for 
conducting  an  Indian  war.  I  have  since  found  them, 
and  on  looking  them  over  am  of  opinion  you  will 
meet  with  nothing  new  in  them  that  is  of  any  import- 
ance; however,  to  keep  my  pronoise,  I  now  send 
them  enclosed. 

The  June  packet  is  arrived  from  England,  as  is 
also  our  friend  Mr.  Allen,  but  we  have  no  news  by 
them  that  is  material.  France  and  England  are  both 
diligentiy  repairing  their  marine ;  but  I  suppose  't  is 
a  matter  of  course,  and  not  with  intention  of  any  new 
repulse.    The  ministerial  party  is  said  to  be  continu- 
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ally  gaining  strength  and  the  opposition  diminishing. 
Abroad  the  Poles  are  cutting  one  another's  throats  a 
little  about  their  election.  But  't  is  their  constitu* 
tion,  and  I  suppose  reckoned  among  their  privil^es 
to  sacrifice  a  few  thousands  of  the  subjects  every 
interregnum  either  to  the  manes  of  the  deceased 
king,  or  to  the  honor  of  his  successor.  And  if  they 
are  fond  of  this  privilege,  I  don't  know  that  thdr 
neighbors  have  any  right  to  disturb  them  in  the  en- 
joyment of  it.  And  yet  the  Russians  have  entered 
their  country  with  an  army  to  preserve  peace!  and 
secure  the  freedom  of  the  election! 

It  comes  into  my  mind  that  you  can  easily  do  me 
a  kindness,  and  I  ought  not,  by  omitting  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  occasion,  deprive  you  of  the  pleasure 
you  take  in  serving  your  friends.  By  this  ship  I 
hear  that  my  enemies  (for  God  has  blessed  me  with 
two  or  three,  to  keep  me  in  order)  are  now  repre- 
senting me  at  home  as  an  opposer  and  obstructor  of 
his  Majesty's  service  here.  If  I  know  any  thing  of 
my  own  heart,  or  can  remember  any  thing  of  my  own 
actions,  I  think  they  might  have  as  justly  accused  me 
of  being  a  blackamoor.  You  cannot  but  have  heard 
of  the  zeal  and  industry  with  which  I  promoted  the 
service  in  the  time  of  General  Braddock,  and  the 
douceurs  I  procured  for  the  officers  that  served  under 
him.  I  spent  a  summer  in  that  service  without  a 
shilling  advantage  to  myself  in  the  shape  of  profit, 
commission,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever.  I  pro- 
jected a  method  of  suppl3ring  General  Shirley  with 
;Si  0,000  worth  of  provisions,  to  be  given  at  his  re- 
quest by  this  province,  and  carried  the  same  through 
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the  House,  so  as  to  render  it  ^ectual;  together 
a  gift  of  some  hundreds  of  warm  waistcoats,  stock- 
ings, mittens,  etc.,  for  the  troops,  in  their  first  winter 
service  at  Albany.  And  at  Lord  Loudon's  request 
I  so  managed  between  the  governor  and  Assembly 
as  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  £60,000  act  then 
greatly  wanted,  and  met  with  great  difficulty.  On 
your  arrival  here  you  know  the  readiness  with  which 
I  endeavored  to  serve  the  officers  in  the  affair  of 
their  quarters;  and  you  have  been  a  witness  of  my  be- 
havior as  a  Commissioner,  in  the  execution  of  the 
present  act,  and  of  my  forwardness  to  carry  at  the 
Board  every  measure  you  proposed  to  promote  the 
service.  What  I  would  request  is,  that  you  would 
take  occasion  in  some  letter  to  me  to  express  your 
sentiments  of  my  conduct  in  these  respects  so  far  as 
has  come  to  your  knowledge  or  fallen  under  your  ob- 
servation. My  having  such  a  letter  to  produce  on 
occasion  may  possibly  be  of  considerable  service  to 
me.    With  the  most  perfect  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

Mrs.  Franklin  and  Sally  join  me  in  prayers  for 
your  success  and  happy  return. 

I  send  you  enclosed  our  last  political  pamphlet,  to 
amuse  you  on  some  rainy  day. 


TO   WILLIAM  STRAHAN  (?) 

z  September,  1764. 

I  thought  I  had  sent  you  one  of  my  narratives. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  number  of  bitter  enemies 
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that  little  piece  has  raised  me  among  the  Irish  Pres- 
byterians. I  now  need  send  you  a  pamphlet  that  I 
have  written  since  in  favor  of  our  projected  change 
of  government;  and  Mr.  Galloway's  speech  with  a 
preface  of  mine  against  the  proprietary  party  with 
whom  I  am  stiU  at  war,  and  who  will  erelong  either 
demolish  me  or  I  them.  If  the  fonner  happens,  as 
possibly  it  may,  behold  me  in  London  for  the  rest  of 
my  days.  At  present  I  am  here  as  much  the  butt  of 
party  rage  and  malice,  expressed  in  pan^iphlets  and 
prints,  and  have  as  many  pelted  at  my  head  in  pro- 
portion, as  if  I  had  the  misfortune  of  being  your 
prime  nraiister.  .  .  .  You  can  scarcely  conceive 
how  acceptable  and  satisfactory  your  letters  always 
are  on  public  affairs  to  me  and  my  friends.  For  my 
part  I  rely  entirely  on  your  accounts  and  sentiments 
— only  nmldng  a  snnall  abatement  when  you  forebode 
any  naisfortune.  But  that  is  mere  temper  in  me,  who 
alwa3rs  love  to  view  the  bright  sides  of  things.  •  .  . 
News  is  just  arrived  of  a  peace  concluded  at 
Presquisle  with  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese  by 

Col.  Bradstreet. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   ANTHONY   TODD,  ESQ. 

Philadblpria,  a  September,  1764. 

Sir: — ^We  have  just  received  some  important  news 
from  Presquisle,  on  Lake  Erie,  which  it  is  nay  duty 
to  take  this  first  opportunity  of  communicating 
through  you  to  his  Majesty's  Postmaster-General. 

The  public  papers,  before  this  can  come  to  hand, 
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will  have  informed  you  that  Sir  William  Johnson  had 
held  a  treaty  at  Niagara,  and  concluded  a  peace  with 
all  the  Indian  nations  or  tribes  that  were  at  war  with 
tis,  the  Delawares,  Shawanese,  and  other  Ohio  In- 
dians excepted,  who  had  haughtily  refused  to  send 
deputies  to  the  Congress.  We  were  much  concerned 
to  hear  of  their  standing  out,  as  by  their  situation 
they  were  most  capable  of  injtiring  this  and  the 
neighboring  jjrovinces,  and  had  actually  conmiitted 
all  the  late  ravages  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia.  But  these  people  being  informed  that 
Col.  Bouquet,  from  this  jxrovince,  with  one  thousand 
of  our  i)rovincials,  besides  regulars,  was  on  his  march 
towards  their  country;  and  that  Col.  Bradstreet, 
with  a  considerable  force  of  regtdars,  and  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  provincials,  was  advancing  along  the 
back  of  their  territories  by  Lake  Erie,  they  suddenly 
changed  their  resolution  of  continuing  the  war,  and 
sent  ten  of  their  principal  men  as  deputies,  who  met 
Col.  Bradstreet  at  Presquisle,  and  in  the  most  sub- 
missive manner  acknowledged  their  fault  in  com- 
mencing this  war  on  the  English  without  the  least 
cause  or  provocation,  and  humbly  begged  for  mercy 
and  forgiveness,  and  that  a  peace  might  be  granted 
them.  The  colonel,  after  severely  reproving  them, 
granted  them  peace  on  the  following  terms: 

I.  That  all  the  prisoners  now  in  their  country 
should  be  immediately  collected  and  delivered  up  to 
him  at  Sandusky  within  twenty-five  days,  none  to 
remain  among  them  under  any  pretence  of  marriage, 
adoption,  or  otherwise,  and  the  unwilling  to  be  forced 
away. 
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2.  That  ihey  should  cede  to  the  English,  and  re- 
nounce forever  all  claim  to  the  posts  or  forts  now  or 
late  in  our  possession  in  their  country.  And  that  we 
should  be  at  liberty  to  erect  as  many  new  forts  or 
trading  houses  as  we  pleased,  wherever  we  thought 
them  necessary  for  security  of  our  trade.  And  that 
round  each  fort  now  or  hereafter  to  be  built,  they 
should  cede  to  tis  forever  as  much  land  as  a  cannon 
cotdd  throw  a  shot  over,  to  be  cultivated  by  our  peo- 
ple for  the  more  convenient  furnishing  provisions  to 
the  garrison. 

3.  That  in  case  any  one  of  the  tribes  should  here- 
after renew  the  war  against  the  English,  the  others 
should  join  us  in  reducing  them  and  bringing  them 
to  reason.  And  that  particular  murderers  hereafter 
given  up  to  preserve  peace,  should  be  tried  by  the 
English  law,  the  jury  to  be  half  Indians  of  the  same 
nation  with  the  criminal. 

4.  That  six  of  the  deputies  should  remain  with 
him  as  hostages,  till  the  prisoners  were  restored  and 
these  articles  confirmed. 

These  terms  were  thankfully  accepted  and  signed 
by  the  deputies  with  their  marks  as  usual ;  they  de- 
claring themselves  fully  authorized  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  Hurons  of  Sandusky, 
and  the  other  tribes  inhabiting  the  plains  of  Scioto, 
and  all  the  cotmtries  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio. 

The  other  four  deputies,  with  an  English  ofl&cer 
and  an  Indian,  were  inmiediateiy  despatched  to  ac- 
quaint the  nations  with  what  had  passed,  and  inform 
them  that  the  Colonel  would  not  discontinue  his 
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march,  but  proceed  to  Sandusky,  where  he  expected 
their  chiefs  would  meet  him  and  ratify  the  treaty; 
otherwise  they  should  find  two  armies  of  warriors  in 
their  country,  and  no  future  proposals  of  peace  would 
be  hearkened  to,  but  they  should  be  cut  off  from  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

If  this  peace  holds,  it  will  be  very  happy  for  these 
colonies.  We  only  apprehend  that  the  savages,  ob- 
taining a  peace  so  easily,  without  having  suffered  the 
chastisenaent  they  deserved  for  their  late  perfidy,  and 
without  being  obliged  to  make  any  restitution  or 
satisfaction  for  the  goods  they  robbed  our  naerchants 
of,  and  the  barbarities  they  conmiitted  (except  the 
cession  of  those  smaXL  tracts  round  forts),  will  more 
readily  incline  to  renew  the  war  on  every  little 
occasion. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
PostnMster-General,  and  believe  me  with  much  es- 
teem, sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   COLONEL    BOUQUET 

Philadblphia,  30  September,  1764. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  been  so  totally  occupied  with 
the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  and  other  urgent  affairs, 
that  I  could  not  till  now  do  myself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  to  you,  since  the  receipt  of  your  obliging 
favors  of  August  loth  and  2  2d,  and  a  subsequent 
one  relating  to  Bradstreet's  peace,  of  which  I  think 
as  you  do. 

I  thank  you  cordially  for  so  readily  complying  with 
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my  request.  Your  letter  was  quite  full  and  suffi- 
cient, and  leaves  me  nothing  to  desire  by  way  of  ad- 
dition, except  that  if  any  letter  of  yours -relating  to 
the  present  expedition  is  like  to  be  seen  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  you  would  take  occasion  just  to 
mention  me  as  one  ready  on  that  and  every  other 
occasion  to  promote  the  service  of  the  crown.  The 
malice  and  industry  of  my  adversasies  have,  I  find, 
made  these  precautions  a  little  necessary. 

Your  sentiments  of  our  constitution  are  solid  and 
just.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  change  now  attempted 
will  immediately  take  place,  nor  am  I  very  anxious 
about  it.  But  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  efEected. 
And  till  it  is  effected,  we  shall  have  little  internal 
quiet  in  the  administration  of  our  public  affairs. 

I  have  lately  received  a  ntmiber  of  new  pamphlets 
from  England  and  France,  among  which  is  a  piece  of 
Voltaire's  on  the  subject  of  religious  toleration.  I 
will  give  you  a  passage  of  it,  which  being  read  here  at 
a  time  when  we  are  torn  to  pieces  by  faction,  relig- 
ious and  civil,  shows  tis  that  while  we  sit  for  our 
picttire  to  that  able  painter,  't  is  no  small  advantage 
to  us  that  he  views  us  at  a  favorable  distance :  ''  Msds 
que  dirons-notis,"  dit  il,  "de  ces  pacifiques  Primitifs 
que  Ton  a  nomm6s  Quakers  par  derision,  et  qui, 
avec  des  usages  peut-€tre  ridicules,  ont  6t6  si  ver- 
tueux,  et  ont  enseign6  inutilement  la  paix  aux  teste 
des  hommes  ?  lis  sont  en  Pensylvanie  au  nombre  de 
cent  miUe ;  la  Discorde,  la  Controverse,  sont  ignor6es 
dans  rheureuse  patrie  qu'ils  se  sont  faite :  et  le  nom 
seul  de  leur  ville  de  Philadelphie,  qui  leur  rapelle  a 
tout  ntioment  que  les  hommes  sont  f  r^s,  est  I'exem- 
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pie  et  la  honte  des  peuples  qui  ne  connaissent  pas 
encore  la  tolerance."  The  occasion  of  his  writing  this 
TratU  sur  la  ToUrance  was  what  he  calls  "le  Meur- 
ire  de  Jean  Calas,  contmis  dans  Totdouse  avec  le  glaive 
de  la  Justice,  le  Qxne  Mars  1762/'  There  is  in  it 
abundance  of  good  sense  and  sotmd  reasoning  mixed 
with  some  of  those  pleasantries  that  mark  the  author 
as  strongly  as  if  he  had  affixed  his  name.  Take  one 
of  them  as  a  sample:  ''J'ai  apris  que  le  Parlement 
de  Toulouse  et  quelques  autres  tribtmaux,  ont  une 
jurisprudence  stnguliere:  ils  admettent  des  quarts; 
des  tier  sixihnes  de  preuve.  Ainsi,  avec  six  oui-dires 
d'tm  c6te,trois  de  Tautre,  et  quatre  quarts  de  pri' 
somtion  ils  forment  trois  preuves  completes;  et  sur 
cette  belle  demonstration  ils  vous  vouent  unhonmae 
sans  mis6ricorde.  Une  l^dre  connaissance  de  Tart 
de  raisonner  sufirait  pour  leur  f  aire  prendre  une  autre 
m^thode.  Qe  qu'on  apelle  tme  demi-preuve  ne  peut- 
fitre  qu'un  soupgon:  II  n'y  a  point  a  la  rigueur,  de 
demi-preuve.  Ou  tme  chose  est  prouv6e,  ou  elle  ne 
Test  pas;  il  n'y  a  point,  de  n^lieu.  Cent  mille 
soupgons  r6unis  ne  peuvent  pas  plus  etablir  une 
preuve,  que  cent  mille  z6ros  ne  peuvent  composer 
un  nombre.  II  y  a  des  quarts  de  ton  dans  la  mu- 
sique;  mais  il  n'y  a  ni  quart  de  v6rit6,  ni  quart  de 
raisonnement." ' 

'  I  do  not  find  this  passage  precisely  in  any  of  Voltaire's  writings. 
It  certainly  is  not  in  the  most  accepted  edition  of  his  TraiU  sur  la 
ToUrance,  Franklin  probably  quoted  at  second-hand.  What  Vol- 
taire actually  wrote,  which  is  the  foundation  for  Franklin's  quotataoa 
probably,  will  be  found  in  his  Comfneniaire  sur  le  livre  des  dilits  et  des 
peines  (CEuvres  de  Voltaire  par  Beuchot,  vol.  42,  p.  476),  and  runs  as 
follows: 

"Le  Parlement  de  Toulouse  a  tm  usage  bien  singulier.    On  admel 
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I  send  you  one  of  the  panq>hlets,  JugemefU  rend$$§ 
dans  Vaffaire  du  Canady,  supposing  it  may  be  the 
more  agreeable  to  you  to  see  it,  as  during  your  war 
with  that  colony  you  must  have  been  made  ac* 
quainted  with  some  of  the  characters  concerned. 
With  the  truest  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  ANTHONY  TODD,   ESQ. 

Philadblphia,  6  November,  1764. 

Sir: — Col.  Bouquet  marched  from  Pittsburgh  the 
4th  of  October,  with  1,500  men,  down  the  Ohio,  to 
attack  the  Shawana  towns ;  the  peace  made  by  CoL 
Bradstreet  at  Presquisle  not  being  confirmed.  We 
have  not  since  heard  from  either  of  those  armies.  I 
am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  PETER  COLLINSON 

London,  13  July,  1767. 

Dear  Friend: — I  have  heard  of  an  account  you 
lately  received  from  Russia  of  some  discovery  of  an 
ancient  sepulchre  in  the  frontiers  of  that  country.  I 
wish  I  could  see  that  accotmt.     In  the  meantime  I 

aillietirs  des  demi-preuves,  qui  au  fond  ne  sont  que  des  doutes;  car 
on  sait  qu'il  n'y  a  point  de  denii-v6rit6s:  mais  k  Toulouse  on  admet 
des  quarts  et  des  buitidmes  de  preuves.  On  y  peut  regarder,  par 
example,  un  oul-dire  comme  un  quart,  un  autre  oui-diie  plus  vague 
oomme  un  huitidme ;  de  sorte  que  huit  rumetirs  qui  ne  sont  qu'tan  6cbo 
d'un  bruit  xnal  fond6  peuvent  devenir  une  preuve  oompldte."— 
BorroR. 
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send  you  a  passage  I  have  met  with  in  Herodotus, 
that  most  andent  historian,  concerning  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  Sc3rthian  kings,  which  may  possibly 
throw  some  light  on  this  discovery.  The  Boris- 
thenes,  you  know,  is  a  river  that  takes  its  rise  in  the 
north,  and  empties  itself  into  the  Euxine  Sea.  I 
am,  as  ever,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


"  The  sepulchres  of  the  Scythian  kings  are  in  the 
country  of  the  Gerrhians,  where  the  Borysthenes  is 
first  known  to  be  navigable.  When  their  king  dies, 
they  dig  a  great  hole  in  the  ground,  of  a  quadrangu- 
lar form,  and  having  received  the  body  covered  with 
wax,  they  open  and  cleanse  the  belly,  filling  the  space 
with  bruised  cj^press,  incense,  seeds  of  parsley,  and 
aries.  And  after  they  have  sewed  up  the  belly  again, 
they  carry  the  body  in  a  chariot  to  another  province ; 
where,  those  who  receive  it  imitate  the  royal  Scjrth- 
ians  in  the  following  custom:  They  cut  off  part  of 
one  ear:  shave  their  heads;  wound  themselves  on 
the  arms,  forehead,  and  nose;  and  pierce  the  left 
hand  with  an  arrow.  Having  done  thus,  they  ac- 
company the  chariot  to  another  district;  and  this 
manner  is  observed  in  every  province ;  till  having  car- 
ried the  dead  body  of  the  king  through  all  his  domin- 
ions, they  bury  him  in  the  cotmtry  of  the  Gerrhians, 
who  inhabit  the  remotest  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Here  they  lay  him  in  the  sepulchre,  upon  a  bed 
encompassed  on  all  sides  with  spears,  which  they 
cover  with  timber,  and  spread  a  canopy  over  the 
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whole  montxment.  In  the  spaces  fhat  remain 
vacant,  they  place  one  of  the  king's  concubines 
strangled;  with  a  cup-bearer,  a  cook,  a  groom,  a 
waiter,  a  messenger,  certain  horses,  and  some  of  all 
things  necessary.  To  these  they  add  cups  of  gold, 
because  silver  and  brass  are  not  used  amongst  them. 
This  done,  they  throw  up  the  earth  with  great 
diligence,  and  endeavor  to  raise  the  motmt  as  high 
as  possibly  they  can. — Herodotus,  Book  IV.' 


TO   ANTHONY   TODD,   ESQ. 

Cravbn  Strbbt,  39  October,  1769. 

Sir: — ^Discoursing  with  Captain  Folger,  a  very  in- 
telligent mariner  of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  in  New 
England,  concerning  the  long  passages  made  by  some 
ships  bound  from  England  to  New  York,  I  received 
from  him  the  following  information,  viz. : 

That  the  island  in  which  he  lives  is  inhabited 
chiefly  by  people  concerned  in  the  whale  fishery,  in 
which  they  employed  nearly  150  sail  of  vessels;  that 
the  whales  are  found  generally  near  the  edges  of 
the  Gulph  Stream,  a  strong  current  so  called,  which 
comes  out  of  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  passing  northeast- 
erly along  the  coast  of  America,  and  then  turning  off 
most  easterly,  running  at  the  rate  of  4,  3^,  3  and  2\ 
miles  an  hour.  That  the  whaling  business  leading 
these  people  to  cruise  along  the  edges  of  the  stream 

'  The  modem  practice  of  extorting  subscriptions  for  monuments  to 
political  notorieties  and  for  dowers  to  their  widows  would  seem  to 
prove  that  this  phase  of  Scythianism  "still  lives." 
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in  quest  of  whales ,  they  are  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  course,  breadth,  strength,  and  extent  of  the 
same,  than  those  navigators  can  well  be  who  only 
cross  it  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  America,  that 
they  have  opportimities  of  discovering  the  strength 
of  it  when  their  boats  are  out  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
fish,  and  happen  to  get  into  the  stream  while  the  ship 
is  out  of  it,  or  out  of  the  stream  while  the  ship  is  in  it, 
for  then  they  are  separated  very  fast,  and  would  soon 
lose  sight  of  each  other  if  care  were  not  taken;  that 
in  crossing  the  stream  to  and  fro,  they  frequently  in 
the  same  meet  and  speak  with  ships  bound  from  Eng- 
land to  New  York,  Virginia,  etc.,  who  have  passages 
of  8,  9,  and  10  weeks  and  are  still  far  from  land,  and 
not  likely  to  be  in  with  it  for  some  time,  being  en- 
gaged in  that  part  of  the  stream  that  sets  directly 
against  them,  and  it  is  supposed  that  their  fear  of 
Cape  Sable  shoals,  George's  Banks,  or  Nantucket 
shoals,  hath  induced  them  to  keep  so  far  to  the 
southward  as  tmavoidably  to  engage  them  in  the 
same  Gulph  Stream,  which  occasions  the  length  of 
their  voyages,  since  in  a  calm  it  carries  them  directly 
back,  and  though  they  may  have  fair  winds,  yet  the 
current  being  60  or  70  miles  a  day,  is  so  much  sub- 
tracted from  the  way  they  make  through  the  water. 
At  my  request  Captain  Folger  hath  been  so  obliging 
as  to  mark  for  me  on  a  chart  the  dimensions,  course 
and  swiftness  of  the  stream  from  its  first  coming  out 
of  the  gulph  where  it  is  narrowest  and  strongest, 
until  it  turns  away  to  go  to  the  southward  of  the 
western  islands,  where  it  is  broader  and  weaker  and 
to  give  me  withal  some  written  directions  whereby 


3o6  The  Works  of  [1770 

ships  bound  from  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  to 
New  York  may  avoid  the  said  stream;  and  yet  be 
free  of  danger  from  the  banks  and  shoals  above  men- 
tioned. As  I  apprehend  that  such  chart  and  direc- 
tions may  be  of  use  to  our  packets  in  shortening  their 
voyages,  I  send  them  to  you,  that  if  their  lordships 
should  think  fit,  so  much  of  the  chart  as  is  contained 
within  the  red  lines  may  be  engraved,  and  printed, 
together  with  the  remarks,  at  the  charge  of  the  office; 
or  at  least  that  manuscript  copies  may  be  made  of 
the  same  for  the  use  of  packets.  The  expense  of  the 
former  would  not  so  much  exceed  the  latter  and 
wotdd  besides  be  of  general  service.  With  much 
esteem,  I  am,  etc.,  B  Franklin. 

Endorsed:  ** Craven  Street,  Oct.  29th,  1769,  Dr. 
Franklin  to  Mr.  Todd.  In  Mr.  Todd's  to  Mr. 
Pownall,  of  7  Feby.,  1769." 


TO  THE   REV.   DR.    COOPBR 

London,  30  December,  1770. 

Dear  Sir: — I  duly  received  your  several  favors  of 
July  1 2th,  November  6th  and  i  sth,  and  am  glad  that 
my  little  commtmications  afforded  you  any  pleasure. 
I  join  with  you  most  cordially  in  wishes  of  a  perfect 
happy  tmion  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies. 
This  is  only  to  be  expected  from  principles  of  justice 
and  equity  on  both  sides,  which  we  must  endeavor  to 
cultivate.  I  think  there  is  now  a  disposition  here  to 
treat  us  more  equitably,  and  I  hope  it  will  increase 
and  prevail. 
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I  esteem  fhe  appointment  to  the  agency  of  your 
province,  tmexpected  and  tmsolidted  by  me,  as  one 
of  the  greatest  honors,  for  which  I  mtist  think  m3rself 
indebted  to  yotir  friendship.  I  wish  I  may  be  able 
to  do  my  country  effectual  service;  nothing  could ' 
make  me  more  happy.  I  shall,  however,  use  my  most 
faithful  endeavors.  I  had,  before  I  heard  of  this  ap- 
pointment, openly  opposed  the  project  of  abridging 
our  charter  privileges,  which  some  of  our  adversaries 
were  extremely  btisy  in  designing  to  do  by  an  act 
of  Parliament ;  a  bill  for  the  purpose  being,  as  I  have 
heard,  actually  drawn  ready  to  be  brought  in.  I 
boldly  and  openly  asserted  that  Parliament  had  no 
such  power ;  and  that  an  attempt  of  that  kind  wotdd, 
by  alarming  all  America,  raise  a  new  flame  there  and 
tend  more  to  loosen  the  connections  now  subsisting, 
than  any  step  that  had  yet  been  taken.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  freedom  I  used  in  declaring  and  pub- 
lishing these  sentiments  had  much  effect;  I  rather 
think  the  apprehension  of  an  approaching  war  in- 
clined government  to  milder  measures,  and  to 
hearken  less  to  the  mad  projects  of  our  adversaries. 
So  it  is,  however,  that  the  scheme  has  been  laid  aside, 
and  will,  I  think,  hardly  be  resumed,  though  the 
expectation  of  war  is  much  lessened. 

It  makes  me  happy  to  learn  that  my  ideas  on  a  cer- 
tain subject  appeared  just  to  you  and  your  friends. 
I  have  now  in  hand  a  piece  (intended  for  the  public 
at  a  convenient  time) '  which  I  hope  will  satisfy  n^my 
others  even  on  this  side  the  water,  that  every  lady  of 

'  Probably  the  Plan  for  Benefiting  Distant  Unprovided  Countries^ 
see  Vol.  v.,  p.  264. 
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Genoa  is  not  a  Queen  of  Corsica.  Just  at  this  junc- 
ture here,  perhaps  't  is  more  prudent  to  be  quiet,  to 
stir  no  new  questions,  to  let  heats  abate ;  and  when 
minds  are  cooler,  reason  may  be  better  heard.  I 
think  I  shall  send  my  manuscript  to  America  for  the 
perusal  and  correction  of  my  friends  and  for  their  ad* 
vice  on  the  expediency  of  its  being  published,  before 
I  venture  it  into  the  world.  You  I  hope  will  give  me 
leave  to  trouble  you  with  it,  as  it  seems  to  me  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance  to  us  all. 

You  have  given,  in  a  little  compass,  so  full  and 
comprehensive  a  view  of  the  circumstances  on  which 
is  founded  the  security  Britain  has  for  all  reasonable 
advantages  from  us,  though  things  were  put  into  the 
same  state  in  which  they  were  before  the  Stamp  Act, 
that  I  cannot  refrain  communicating  an  extract  of 
your  letter,  where  I  think  it  may  be  of  use;  and  I 
think  I  shall  publish  it. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  an  intention  here  to  make  all 
our  governors  independent  of  the  people  for  their 
support,  as  fast  as  the  American  duties  will  bear  the 
expense.  In  this  point  I  think  all  parties  are  against 
us ;  and  nothing  appears  to  them  more  tmreasonable 
than  that  we  should  wish  to  have  our  governors  under 
such  influence,  when  the  king  himself,  as  they  say,  is 
always  made  independent  of  the  Parliament  here,  in 
that  respect,  by  a  fixed  civil-list  revenue.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  injustice  of  taxing  those  colo- 
nies (who  have  always  supported  their  own  govern- 
ment) for  the  support  of  other  governments  in  which 
they  have  no  interest,  and  the  great  difference  be- 
tween a  prince, — whose  welfare  and  that  of  his  family 
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is  intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation, — and  a  governor  who  comes  from  another 
country  to  make  money,  and  intends  to  return  to  the 
place  whence  he  came,  where  he  will  not  hear  the 
complaints  and  curses  of  those  he  has  oppressed  and 
plundered,  nor  his  children  be  less  respected  or  fare 
the  worse  for  the  malfeasance  of  their  father.  But  it 
is  so  sweet  a  thing  to  have  the  giving  of  places  of 
great  and  sure  profit  to  friends  and  favorites,  and  the 
prospect  of  doing  it  out  of  other  revenues  than  those 
of  this  nation,  at  which  Parliament  is  therefore  less 
likely  to  take  umbrage,  is  so  tempting,  that  I  think 
scarce  any  thing  said  or  to  be  said  here  will  avail 
much  towards  discouraging  the  project.  There  is 
indeed  one  thing  (if  that  is  in  their  power), — ^the  re- 
fraining absolutely  from  the  use  of  all  commodities 
subject  to  the  duty.  The  deficiency  of  the  revenue 
to  pay  the  salaries,  and  those  to  be  made  good  by 
the  treasury  here,  might  possibly  put  some  check  to 
the  career.  And  if  the  Assemblies  should  at  the  same 
time  decline  giving  any  more  annual  supports,  and 
leave  all  governors  to  their  appointments  out  of  the 
revenue,  giving  bountifully  to  a  good  governor  at  the 
end  of  his  administration,  and  leaving  bad  ones  to  be 
rewarded  by  their  masters;  perhaps  by  this  means 
some  of  that  influence  with  governors  might  be  re- 
tained, which  induces  them  to  treat  the  people  with 
equity  and  moderation.  But  if  our  people  will,  by 
consuming  such  commodities,  purchase  and  pay  for 
their  fetters,  who  that  sees  them  so  shackled,  will 
think  they  deserve  either  redress  or  pity.  Methinks 
that  in  drinking  tea,  a  true  American,  reflecting  that 
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by  every  cup  he  contributed  to  the  salaries,  pensions, 
and  rewards  of  the  enemies  and  persecutors  of  his 
country,  would  be  half  choked  at  the  thought,  and 
find  no  quantity  of  sugar  sufficient  to  make  the 
nauseotis  draught  go  down. 

I  hope  your  health  is  restored,  and  that  your  valu- 
able life  will  be  long  continued,  for  the  benefit  of 
your  friends,  family,  and  country. 

With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir, 
your  affectionate  and  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL* 

London,  aa  April,  177 1. 

Sir: — ^I  duly  received  your  favors  of  the  4th  of 
October  and  the  17th  of  November.  It  gave  me 
pleasure  to  hear  that  though  the  merchants  had  de- 
parted from  their  agreement  of  non-importation,  the 
spirit  of  industry  and  frugality  was  likely  to  continue 
among  the  people.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
concern  on  my  account.  The  letters  you  mention 
gave  great  offence  here ;  but  that  was  not  attended 
with  the  immediate  ill  consequences  to  my  interest 
that  seem  to  have  been  hoped  for  by  those  that  sent 
copies  of  them  hither. 

If  our  country  people  would  well  consider  that  all 
they  save  in  refusing  to  purchase  foreign  gewgaws, 
and  in  making  their  own  apparel,  being  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  their  plantations,  would  render 

'  Of  West  Bradford,  Chester  Co.,  Pennsylvania.    I  am  indebted  lor 
this  letter  to  Alfred  D.  Chandler,  Esq.,  of  Bostoo. 
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those  more  profitable,  as  yielding  a  greater  produce, 
I  should  hope  they  would  persist  resolutely  in  their 
present  commendable  industry  and  frugality.  And 
there  is  still  a  further  consideration.  The  colonies 
that  produce  provisions  grow  very  fast.  But  of  the 
coxmtries  that  take  off  those  provisions,  some  do  not 
increase  at  all,  as  the  European  nations ;  and  others, 
as  the  West  India  colonies,  not  in  the  same  propor* 
tion.  So  that  though  the  den:iand  at  present  may  be 
sufficient,  it  cannot  long  continue  so.  Every  manu- 
facturer encouraged  in  our  country  makes  part  of  a 
market  for  provisions  within  ourselves,  and  saves  so 
much  money  to  the  country  as  must  otherwise  be  ex- 
ported to  pay  for  the  manufacturing  he  supplies. 
Here  in  England  it  is  well  known  and  understood 
that  wherever  a  manufacture  is  established  which  em- 
ploys a  number  of  hands,  it  raises  the  value  of  lands 
in  the  neighboring  country  all  around  it,  partly  by 
the  greater  demand  near  at  hand  for  the  produce  of 
the  land,  and  partly  from  the  plenty  of  money  drawn 
by  the  n:ianuf acturers  to  that  part  of  the  country.  It 
seems,  therefore,  the  interest  of  all  our  farmers  and 
owners  of  lands  to  encourage  our  young  n:ianufac- 
tures  in  preference  to  foreign  ones  imported  among 
us  from  distant  countries. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  present  of  curious 
seeds.  They  were  welcome  gifts  to  some  of  my 
friends.  I  send  you  herewith  some  of  the  new  barley 
lately  introduced  into  this  country,  and  now  highly 
spoken  of.     I  wish  it  may  be  found  of  use  with  us. 

I  was  the  more  pleased  to  see  in  your  letter  the  im- 
provement of  our  paper,  having  had  a  principal  share 
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in  establishing  that  manufacture  among  us  many 
years  ago,  by  the  encouragement  I  gave  it. 

If  in  any  thing  I  can  serve  you  here,  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  your  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  THOMAS   GUSHING  ' 
(Private.) 

London,  io  June,  1771. 

Sir: — ^I  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  of  April 
a  few  days  since,  with  the  newspapers,  etc.,  and  am 
much  obliged  by  the  information  you  as  a  private 
person  so  kindly  give  of  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  your  province.  Such  a  confidential  correspond- 
ence between  us  I  most  willingly  embrace,  as  I  am 
persuaded  it  must  be  often  useful  in  the  prudent  con- 
duct of  our  public  interests  to  interchange  intelli- 
gence that  cannot  so  properly  or  safely  appear  in 
public  letters,  since  nothing  written  to  or  from  an 
Assembly  can  be  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  advo"- 
saries,  who  may  take  advantage  of  it,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  our  affairs  and  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  management  of  them. 

The  continuing  our  general  court  at  Cambridge 

'This  letter,  which  was  intercepted  and  tdtimately  fotind  its  way  to 
the  English  Public  Record  Ofifice,  from  whence  this  copy  is  taken,  is 
thus  endorsed: 

"A  scurrilous  and  very  wicked  letter,  being  highly  defamatory  of 
the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  and  contains  the  most  criminal  insinuations 
and  instigations  against  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament  in 
North  America.  This  letter  intimates  dangerous  negotiations  in  the 
manufacturing  towns  of  Yorkshire — by  them  to  raise  jealousies  in 
both  countries." 
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has  always  appeared  to  me  a  measure  extremely  im- 
politic in  govermnent  here,  as  it  can  tend  only  to 
irritate  the  members,  offend  the  people  in  general, 
and  create  an  ill-humor  that  can  never  be  for  his 
Majesty's  service  or  the  benefit  of  this  nation.  For 
supposing  the  province  to  be  ever  so  great  an 
offender,  this  is  not  a  punishment  sufficient  to  reform 
by  its  severity ;  it  is  rather  more  fitted  to  affront  and 
provoke.  You  will  therefore  hardly  understand  it  if 
you  do  not  well  know  the  character  of  the  present 
American  Secretary,  proud,  supercilious,  extremely 
conceited  of  his  political  knowledge  and  abilities 
(moderate  as  they  are),  fond  of  every  one  that  can 
stoop  to  flatter  him,  and  inimical  to  all  that  dare 
tell  him  disagreeable  truths.  This  n:ian's  mandates 
have  been  treated  with  disrespect  in  America,  his  let- 
ters have  been  criticised,  his  measures  censured  and 
despised;  which  has  produced  in  him  a  kind  of 
settled  malice  against  the  colonies,  particularly  ours, 
that  would  break  out  into  greater  violence  if  cooler 
heads  did  not  set  some  bounds  to  it.  I  have  indeed 
good  reason  to  believe  that  his  conduct  is  far  from 
being  approved  by  the  king's  other  servants,  and  that 
he  himself  is  so  generally  disliked  by  them  that  it  is 
not  probable  he  will  continue  much  longer  in  his 
present  station,  the  general  wish  here  being  to  re- 
cover (saving  only  the  dignity  of  government)  the 
good-will  of  the  colonies,  which  there  is  little  reason 
to  expect  while  they  are  under  his  wild  administra- 
tion. Their  permitting  so  long  his  eccentricities  (if 
I  may  use  such  an  expression)  is  owing,  I  imagine, 
rather  to  the  difficulty  of  knowing  how  to  dispose 


314  The  Works  of  [1771 

of  or  what  to  do  with  a  man  of  his  wrong-headed 
bustling  industry,  who»  it  is  apprehended,  may  be 
more  mischievous  out  of  administration  than  in  it, 
than  to  any  kind  of  personal  regard  for  him. 

All  views  or  expectations  of  drawing  any  consider- 
able revenue  to  this  coxmtry  from  the  colonies  are, 
I  believe,  generally  given  over,  and  it  seems  prob- 
able that  nothing  of  that  kind  will  ever  again  be 
attempted.  But  as  foreign  courts  appear  to  have 
taken  great  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  our  disunion, 
it  seems  now  to  be  thought  necessary  for  supporting 
the  national  weight  and  the  influence  of  our  court 
abroad,  that  there  should  be  an  appearance  as  if  all 
was  pacified  in  America;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I 
think  the  general  wish  is  that  it  may  be  really  so. 
But  then  there  is  an  apprehension  lest  a  too  sudden 
yielding  to  all  our  claims  should  be  deemed  the 
effect  of  weakness;  render  the  British  cotut  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  foreigners;  make  us  more 
presumptuous,  and  promote  more  extravagant  de- 
n:iands  such  as  cotdd  never  be  granted,  and  thence 
still  greater  danger  of  a  fatal  rupture.  I  am  thus 
particular,  that  you  may  judge  whether  it  will  not  be 
prudent  in  us  to  indulge  the  mother  cotmtry  in  this 
concern  for  her  own  honor,  so  far  as  nmy  be  con- 
sistent with  the  protection  of  our  essential  rights, 
especially  as  that  honor  may  in  some  cases  be  of  im- 
portance to  the  general  welfare.  And  in  this  view, 
whether  it  will  not  be  better  gradually  to  wear  off 
the  assumed  authority  of  Parliament  over  America, 
which  we  have  in  too  many  instances  given  counte- 
nance to,  with  our  indiscreet  acknowledgment  of  it 
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in  public  acts,  than,  by  a  general  open  denial  and  re* 
sistance  to  it»  bring  on  prematurely  a  contest  to 
which,  if  we  are  not  found  equal,  that  authority  will 
by  the  event  be  more  strongly  established;  and  if  we 
should  prove  superior,  yet  by  the  division,  the  gen- 
eral strength  of  the  British  nation  must  be  greatly 
diminished.  I  do  not  venture  to  advise  in  this  case, 
because  I  see  in  this  seemingly  prudent  course  some 
danger  of  a  diminishing  attention  to  our  rights,  in- 
stead of  a  persevering  endeavor  to  recover  and 
establish  them;  but  I  rely  a  good  deal  on  the  grow- 
ing knowledge  of  them  among  the  Americans,  and 
the  daily  increasing  strength  and  importance  of  that 
country  to  this,  which  taust  give  such  weight  in  time 
to  our  just  claims  as  no  selfish  spirit  in  this  part  of 
the  empire  will  be  able  to  resist.  In  the  meantime, 
while  we  are  declining  the  tisurped  authority  of 
Parliament,  I  wish  to  see  a  steady,  dutiful  attach- 
ment to  the  king  and  his  family  naaintained  among 
us;  and  that  however  we  may  be  induced  for  peace- 
sake,  or  from  a  sense  of  our  present  inability,  to  sub- 
n:iit  at  present  in  some  instances  to  the  exercise  of 
that  unjust  authority,  we  shall  continue  from  time  to 
time  to  assert  our  rights  in  occasional  solenm  resolves 
and  other  public  acts,  never  yielding  them  up  and 
avoiding  even  the  slightest  expressions  that  seem 
confirmatory  of  the  claim  that  has  been  set  up  against 
them.  My  opinion  has  long  been  that  Parliament 
had  originally  no  right  to  bind  us  by  any  kind  of  law 
whatever  without  our  consent.  We  have  indeed  in  a 
msxmer  consented  to  some  of  them,  at  least  tacitly. 
But  for  the  future  noethinks  we  should  be  cautious 
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how  we  add  to  those  instanoes,  and  tiever  adopt  or 
acknowledge  an  act  of  Parliament  but  by  a  foraoal 
law  of  otir  own,  as  your  General  Assembly  I  think  did 
in  the  case  of  the  act  of  Parliament  relating  to  the 
oaths  noentioned  in  the  first  paragraph  of  your  votes; 
though  as  it  stands  there,  it  seems  as  if  the  act  of 
Parliament  had  required  those  oaths  to  be  taken  by 
your  members,  and  was  acknowledged  as  of  force  for 
that  purpose. 

I  do  not  at  present  see  the  least  likelihood  of  pie- 
venting  the  grant  of  salaries  or  pensions  from  hence 
to  the  king's  officers  in  America  by  any  application 
in  be  half  of  the  people  there.  It  is  looked  on  as  a 
strange  thing  here  to  object  to  the  king's  paying  his 
own  servants  sent  among  us  to  do  his  business;  and 
they  say  we  would  seem  to  have  much  more  reason 
of  complaint  if  it  were  requited  of  us  to  pay  them. 
And  the  more  we  urge  the  impropriety  of  their  not 
depending  on  us  for  their  support,  the  more  suspicion 
it  breeds  that  we  are  desirous  of  influencing  them  to 
betray  the  interests  of  their  master  or  of  this  nation. 
Indeed  H  the  money  is  raised  from  us  against  oxar 
wills,  the  injustice  becomes  more  evident  than  where 
it  arises  from  hence.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
the  effect  of  these  salaries  is  likely  to  be  so  consider- 
able, either  in  favor  of  government  here,  or  in  our 
prejudice,  as  may  be  generally  apprehended.  The 
love  of  money  is  not  a  thing  of  certain  measure,  so 
as  that  it  may  be  easily  filled  and  satisfied.  Avarice 
is  infinite ;  and  where  there  is  not  good  economy,  no 
salary,  however  large,  will  prevent  necessity.  He 
that  has  a  fixed  and  what  others  may  think  a  com- 
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petent  income,  is  often  as  much  to  be  biased  by  fhe 
expectation  of  more,  as  if  he  had  aheady  none  at  all. 
If  the  colonies  should  resolve  on  giving  handsome 
presents  to  good  governors  at  or  after  their  depar* 
tuie,  or  to  their  children  after  their  decease,  I  im- 
agine it  might  produce  even  better  effects  than  our 
present  annual  grants.  But  the  course  probably  will 
soon  be  that  the  chief  governor,  to  whom  the  salary 
is  given,  will  have  leave  to  reside  in  England;  a  lieu* 
tenant  or  deputy  will  be  left  to  do  the  business  and 
live  on  the  perquisites,  which  not  being  thought  quite 
sufficient,  his  receiving  presents  yearly  will  be  winked 
at  through  the  interest  of  his  principal;  and  thus 
things  will  get  into  the  old  train,  only  this  incon- 
venience remaining,  that  while  by  our  folly  in  con- 
suming the  duty-articles  the  fixed  salary  is  raised  on 
ourselves  withotrt  our  consent,  we  must  pay  double 
for  the  same  service.  However,  though  it  naaybe  a 
hopeless  task  while  the  duties  continue  sufficient  to 
pay  the  salaries,  I  shall  on  all  proper  occasions  make 
representations  against  this  new  mode ;  and  if  by  the 
duties  falling  short  the  tieastiry  shotdd  be  called  on 
to  pay  those  salaries,  it  is  possible  they  may  come  to 
be  seen  in  another  light  than  at  present,  and  dropped 
as  unnecessary. 

I  was  glad  to  see  that  attention  in  the  general 
court  to  the  improvement  of  the  militia.  A  war  may 
happen  in  which  Britain,  like  Rome  of  old,  may  find 
so  much  to  do  for  her  own  defence  as  to  be  unable  to 
spare  troops  or  ships  for  the  protection  of  her  colo- 
nies. A  minister  may  arise  so  little  our  friend  as  to 
neglect  that  protection,  or  to  pennit  invasions  of  our 
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country,  in  order  to  make  us  cry  out  for  help,  and 
thereby  furnish  stronger  pretence  for  maintaining  a 
standing  army  among  us.  If  we  once  lose  our  mili- 
tary spirit  and  supinely  depend  on  an  army  of  noeroe- 
naries  for  our  defence,  we  shall  beconoe  contemptible; 
despised  both  by  friends  and  enemies,  as  neither  our 
friendship  nor  our  enmity  will  be  deemed  of  any  im- 
portance. As  our  country  is  not  wealthy  so  as  to  af- 
ford much  ready  pltmder,  the  temptation  to  a  foreign 
invasion  of  us  is  the  less,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  name  of  a  ntunerous  well-disciplined  militia  would 
alone  be  almost  sufficient  to  prevent  any  thoughts  of 
attempting  it.  And  what  a  glory  wotdd  it  be  for  us 
to  send,  on  any  trying  occasion,  ready  and  effectual 
aid  to  our  mother  cotmtry  I 

I  have  lately  been  among  the  clothing  towns  in 
Yorkshire,  and  by  conversing  with  the  manufacturers 
there,  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  natural 
in:ipossibility  there  is  that,  considering  our  increase 
in  An:ierica,  England  shotdd  be  able  much  longer  to 
supply  us  with  clothing.  Necessity,  therefore,  as  well 
as  prudence,  will  soon  induce  us  to  seek  resources 
in  our  own  industry,  which  becoming  general  among 
the  people,  encouraged  by  resolutions  of  your  court, 
such  as  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  in  your  late 
votes,  will  do  wonders.  Family  nmnufactures  will 
alone  amount  to  a  vast  saving  in  the  year;  and  a 
steady  determination  and  custom  of  buying  only  of 
your  own  artificers  wherever  they  can  supply  you, 
will  soon  make  them  more  expert  in  working,  so  as 
to  despatch  more  business,  while  constant  employ- 
ment enables  them  to  afford  their  work  still  cheaper. 
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The  lowness  of  provisions  with  us,  compared  with 
their  daily  rising  price  here,  added  to  the  freight, 
risk,  and  commissions  on  the  ntianufacttires  of  this 
country,  must  give  great  advantage  to  our  workmen, 
and  enable  them  in  time  to  retain  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  the  cotmtry,  though  still  trade  enough 
shotdd  renaain  between  us  and  Britain  to  render 
our  friendship  of  the  greatest  iniportance  to  this 
nation. 

I  was  a  subscriber  to  a  set  of  plates  published  here, 
entitled  The  Senator's  Remembrancer,  a  work  en- 
couraged by  many  members  of  both  Houses.  Hav- 
ing a  spare  copy,  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  it  as  a 
sxnaXL  mark  of  n:iy  respect,  and  send  it  by  Captain 
Jarvis.  Should  it  afford  to  your  already  well-fur- 
nished mind  no  useftd  hints  in  the  n:ianagement  of 
public  affairs,  it  may,  however,  be  of  service  to  soxae 
young  friend — at  least  as  copies  of  fair  and  elegant 
writing. 

The  letters  I  have  received  from  my  friends  in 
Boston  have  lately  come  to  hand,  badly  sealed,  with 
no  distinct  impression,  ai>pearing  as  if  they  had  been 
opened,  and  in  a  very  btmgling  way  closed  again.  I 
suspect  this  may  be  done  by  some  prying  persons 
that  tise  the  coffee-house  here.  I  therefore  mention 
it  that  you  may,  if  you  think  fit,  send  yours  tmder 
cover  to  some  merchant  of  character  who  would  for- 
ward them  to  me  more  safely. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
of  being,  sir,  your  n:iost  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant. 

B.  Franklin. 
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[This  naif  tsama  sUp  of  pap9r  aSkiek§d  to  tho  procodmg  kmr.\ 

Whatever  the  prerogative  may  be,  with  regard  to 
appointing  fhe  place  of  meeting  for  Parliaments  and 
Assemblies,  it  should  be  used  only  for  the  good  of  ike 
people.  Where  it  is  made  an  instrument  of  arbitrary 
power  to  enforce  nmiisterial  measures  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  people's  rights,  such  tise  of  it  has  justly 
been  condemned.  It  was  one  article  of  impeachment 
against  a  former  evil  minister,'  that  to  work  his  ends 
(or  the  king's)  he  has  caused  the  Parlian:]ent  to  sit 
in  villibus  et  remotis  partibus  Regni,  where  few  peo- 
ple, propter  defectum  hospitii  et  victualium^  could  at- 
tend, and  by  shifting  that  Assembly  from  place  to 
place  to  enforce  (the  author's  words)  illos  paucos  qui 
remanebunt  de  communitate  Regni^  concedere  Regi 
quamvis  pessima. 


TO  THOMAS   CUSHING* 

London,  13  Jantiary,  1773. 

Sir: — I  am  now  returned  again  to  London  fixnn 
a  journey  of  some  months  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
Though  my  constitution  and  too  great  confinement 
to  business  during  the  winter  seem  to  require  the  air 

<  Or  charge  against  the  king  himself.  I  have  not  the  book  by  me 
from  whence  this  note  was  taken,  but  think  it  was  some  minister  of 
Henry  VI.    Search  the  history. 

'  Hiis  letter  was  intercepted  by  English  crtdsers,  and  in  due  time 
found  its  way  to  the  English  Public  Record  Office.  It  is  endorsed: 
"Very  remarkable  and  requires  no  commentary.*' 

A  portion  of  it  is  presented  in  the  fifth  volume  at  page  988,  as 
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and  exercise  of  a  long  journey  once  a  year,  which  I 
have  now  practised  for  more  than  twenty  years  x^ast, 
yet  I  should  not  have  been  out  so  long  this  time  but 
that  I  was  well  assured  the  Parliament  would  not 
meet  tiU  towards  the  end  of  January,  before  which 
meeting  few  of  the  principal  people  would  be  in  town, 
and  no  business  of  iniportance  likely  to  be  agitated 
relating  to  America. 

I  have  now  before  roe  your  esteemed  favors  of 
July  9th,  September  25th,  and  October  ad.  In  the 
first  you  mention  that  tiie  General  Assembly  was  still 
held  out  of  its  ancient  and  only  convenient  seat,  the 
township  of  Boston,  and  by  the  latest  papers  from 
thence  I  see  that  it  was  prorogued  again  to  meet  in 
Cambridge,  which  I  little  wonder  at  when  I  recollect 
a  question  asked  me  by  Lord  Hillsborough  in  Ireland, 
viz..  Whether  I  had  heard  from  New  England  lately, 
since  the  General  Court  was  returned  to  Boston? 
From  this  I  concluded  orders  had  been  transmitted 
by  his  Lordship  for  that  removal ;  perhaps  such  may 
have  been  sent,  to  be  used  discretionally.  I  think 
I  have  before  mentioned  to  you  one  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment  brought  against  an  evil  administration 
here  in  former  times,  that  the  Parliament  had  been 
caused  to  sit  in  villibus  et  remotis  parttbus  Regni, 
where  few  people,  propter  defectum  hospitii  et  victu- 
alium,  cotdd  attend,  thereby  to  force  illos  paucos  qui 
remanebunt  de  communitate  Regni,  concedere  Regi 

given  by  Sparks.  Since  this  collection  of  letters  was  made,  I  have  be- 
come indebted  to  Mr.  B.  P.  Stevens,  of  London,  for  a  copy  of  the 
entire  letter,  of  which  the  tmpublished  part  constitutes  so  large  a  por- 
tion that  I  have  determined  to  give  the  letter  here  complete. — ^Bditor. 
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quanwis  pessima.  Lord  Clarendon,  too,  was  im- 
peached for  endeavoring  to  introduce  arbitrary 
government  into  the  colonies.  Lord  H.  seems  t^ 
the  late  instructions  to  have  been  treading  in  the 
paths  that  lead  to  the  same  unhappy  situation,  if 
the  Parliament  here  should  ever  again  feel  for  Amer- 
ica. As  there  is  something  curious  in  otir  interview 
in  Ireland,  I  must  give  you  an  account  of  it.  I  met 
with  him  accidentally  at  the  Lord  Lieutenant's, 
who  happened  to  invite  us  to  dine  with  a  large  com- 
pany on  the  same  day.  He  was  surprisingly  civil, 
and  urged  my  fellow-traveller  and  me  to  call  at  his 
house  in  our  intended  journey  northwards,  where 
we  might  be  sure  of  better  accommodations  than  the 
inns  could  afford  us.  He  pressed  us  so  politely  that 
it  was  not  easy  to  refuse  without  apparent  rude- 
ness, as  we  must  pass  through  his  town  of  Hills- 
borough and  by  his  door;  and  as  it  might  afford 
an  opportunity  of  saying  something  on  American 
affairs,  I  concluded  to  comply  with  his  invitation. 
His  Lordship  went  home  some  time  before  we  left 
Dublin.  We  called  upon  him,  and  were  detained 
at  his  house  four  days,  during  which  time  he  enter- 
tained us  with  great  civility,  and  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  me  that  appeared  the  more  extraordinary  as 
I  knew  that  just  before  I  left  London  he  had  ex- 
pressed himself  concerning  me  in  very  angry  terms, 
calling  me  a  Republican,  a  factious,  mischievous 
fellow,  and  the  like.  In  our  conversations  he  first 
showed  himself  a  good  Irishman,  blaming  England 
for  its  narrowness  towards  that  cotmtry,  in  restrain- 
ing its  commerce,  discotiraging  its  woollen  manu- 
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facture,  etc.;  and  when  I  applied  his  observations 
to  America,  he  said  he  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  king's  dominions 
had  a  natural  right  to  make  the  best  use  they  could 
of  the  productions  of  their  country,  and  that  America 
ought  not  to  be  restrained  in  manufacturing  any- 
thing she  could  manufacture  to  advantage ;  that  he 
supposed  she  at  present  found  generally  more  profit 
tn  agriculture  but  whenever  she  found  that  less 
profitable,  or  a  particular  manufacture  more  so,  he 
had  no  objection  to  her  pursuing  it,  and  he  censured 
Lord  Chatham  for  asserting  in  his  speech  that  the 
Parliament  had  a  right  or  ought  to  restrain  manu- 
factures tn  the  colonies,  adding  that  as  he  knew  the 
English  were  apt  to  be  jealous  on  that  head,  he 
avoided  every  thing  that  might  inflame  that  jealousy ; 
and  therefore,  though  the  Commons  had  requested 
the  Crown  to  order  the  governors  to  send  over  an- 
nually accounts  of  such  manufactures  as  were  under- 
taken in  the  colonies,  yet  as  they  had  not  ordered 
such  accounts  to  be  annually  laid  before  them,  he 
should  never  produce  them  till  they  were  called  for. 
Then  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  bounty  on 
silk  raised  in  America  was  a  child  of  his,  which  he 
hoped  would  prove  of  great  advantage  to  that  coun- 
try, and  he  wished  to  know  in  what  manner  a  bounty 
on  raising  wine  there  might  be  contrived  so  as  to 
operate  eflfectually  for  that  purpose,  desiring  me  to 
turn  it  in  my  thoughts,  as  he  shotild  be  glad  of  my 
opinion  and  advice.  Then  he  informed  me  that 
Newfoundland  was  grown  too  populous  to  be  left 
any  longer  without  a  regular  government,  but  there 
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were  great  difficulties  in  the  f  onning  such  a  kind  of 
govemment  as  would  be  suitable  to  the  particular 
circumstances  of  that  country,  which  he  wished  me 
likewise  to  consider,  and  that  I  would  f a vor  Imn  with 
my  sentiments.  He  seemed  attentive  to  every  thing 
that  might  make  my  stay  in  his  house  agreeable  to 
me,  and  put  his  eldest  son,  Lord  Kilivaring,  into  his 
phaeton  with  me  to  drive  me  a  round  of  forty  miles, 
that  I  might  see  the  country,  the  seats,  manufac- 
tures, etc.,  covering  nae  with  his  own  doak  lest  I 
should  take  cold,  and,  in  short,  seemed  in  every 
thing  extremely  solicitous  to  impress  noe,  and  the 
colonies  through  noe,  with  a  good  opinion  of  him: 
all  which  I  could  not  much  wonder  at,  knowing  that 
he  likes  neither  them  nor  me,  and  I  thought  it  in- 
explicable but  on  the  supposition  that  he  appre- 
hended an  approaching  storm  and  was  desirous  of 
lessening  beforehand  the  number  of  enemies  he  had 
so  imprudently  created.  But  if  he  takes  no  step  to- 
wards withdrawing  the  troops,  repealing  the  duties, 
restoring  the  Castle,  or  recalling  the  offensive  in- 
structions, I  shall  think  all  the  plausible  behavior 
I  have  described  and  the  discourse  related  concern- 
ing manufactures,  etc.,  as  meant  only  by  patting 
and  stroking  the  horse  to  make  him  more  patient 
while  the  reins  are  drawn  tighter  and  the  spurs  set 
deeper  into  his  sides.  Before  I  leave  Ireland  I 
must  mention  that  being  desirous  of  seeing  the  jnin- 
cipal  patriots  there,  I  stayed  till  the  opening  of  their 
Parliament.  I  found  them  disposed  to  be  friends 
of  America,  ia  which  disposition  I  endeavored  to 
confirm  them,  with  the  expectation  that  our  growing 
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weight  might  in  time  be  thrown  into  their  scale,  and, 
by  joining  our  interest  with  theirs,  might  be  obtained 
for  them  as  well  as  for  us  a  more  equitable  treatment 
from  this  nation/  There  are  many  brave  spirits 
among  them.  The  gentry  are  a  very  sensible,  polite, 
and  friendly  people.  Their  Parliament  makes  a 
most  respectable  figure,  with  a  number  of  very  good 
speakers  in  both  parties  and  able  men  of  business. 
And  I  ought  not  to  omit  acquainting  you  that  it 
being  a  standing  rule  to  admit  members  of  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  to  sit  (though  they  do  not  vote)  in 
the  House  among  the  members,  wUle  others  are  only 
admitted  into  the  gallery,  my  fellow-traveller  being 
an  English  member  was  accordingly  admitted  as 
such,  but  I  supposed  I  must  have  gone  to  the  gallery, 
when  the  Speaker,  having  been  spoken  to  by  some 
of  the  members,  stood  up  and  acquainted  the  House 
that  there  was  in  town  an  American  gentleman  of 
character,  a  member  or  delegate  of  some  of  the  Par- 
liaments of  that  country,  who  was  desirous  of  being 
present  at  the  debates  of  this  House;  that  there  was 
a  standing  rule  of  the  House  for  admitting  members 
of  the  English  Parliament;  that  he  did  suppose  the 
House  would  consider  the  American  Assemblies  as 
English  Parliaments,  but  this  being  the  first  instance, 
he  had  chosen  not  to  give  any  order  without  receiv- 
ing their  directions.  On  the  question,  the  whole 
House  gave  a  loud  unanimous  Aye^  when  two  mem- 
bers came  to  me  without  the  bar,  where  I  was  stand- 

<  When  read  by  the  light  of  current  events  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1887,  this  paragraph  ftimishet 
a  startling  illustration  of  Franklin's  sagacity  and  foresight. 
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ing,  led  me  in,  and  placed  me  very  honorably.  This 
I  am  the  more  particular  in  to  you,  as  I  esteemed  it 
a  mark  of  respect  for  our  cotmtry,  and  a  pieoe  of 
politeness  in  which  I  hope  our  Parliament  will  not 
fall  behind  theirs,  whenever  an  occasion  shaU  ofiEer. 
Ireland  is  itself  a  poor  country,  and  Dublin  a  noag- 
nificent  city;  but  the  appearances  of  general  ex- 
treme poverty  among  the  lower  people  are  anwzing. 
They  live  in  wretched  hovels  of  mud  and  straw,  are 
clothed  in  rags,  and  subsist  chiefly  on  potatoes. 
Our  New  England  farmers,  of  the  poorest  sort,  in 
regard  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
are  princes  when  compared  to  them.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  the  discouragements  of  industry,  the  non- 
residence  not  only  of  pensioners,  but  of  many  original 
landlords,  who  lease  their  lands  in  gross  to  under- 
takers that  rack  the  tenants  and  fleece  them  skin 
and  all  to  make  estates  to  themselves,  while  the 
first  rents,  as  well  as  most  of  the  pensions,  are  spent 
out  of  the  cotmtry.  An  English  gentleman  there 
said  to  me,  that  by  what  he  had  heard  of  the  good 
grazing  in  North  America,  and  by  what  he  saw  of 
the  plenty  of  flaxseed  imported  in  Ireland  from 
thence,  he  could  not  understand  why  we  did  not 
rival  Ireland  in  the  beef  and  butter  trade  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  share  with  it  in  its  linen  trade. 
But  he  was  satisfied  when  I  told  him  that  I  supposed 
the  reason  might  be,  our  people  eat  beef  and  butter 
every  day,  and  wear  shirts  themselves.  In  short,  the 
chief  exports  of  Ireland  seem  to  be  pinched  off  the 
backs  and  out  of  the  bellies  of  the  miserable  inhab- 
itants.   But  schemes  are  now  tmder  consideration 
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among  the  humane  gentry  to  provide  some  means 
of  mending  if  possible  their  present  wretched 
condition.' 

<  It  18  interesting  to  compare  Pnnldin's  impressions  of  Ireland  in 
1779  with  those  of  Arthtir  Young,  another  acute  observer,  four  yeaxs 
later,  and  note  the  inconsiderable  change  for  the  better  during  the 
intervening  century.  In  his  Tow  in  Ireland,  x  776-1779,  Young 
writes:  "So  much  knowledge  of  the  state  of  a  country  is  gained  by 
hearing  the  debates  of  a  Parliament  that  I  often  frequented  the 
gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Since  Mr.  Flood  has  been  silenoed 
with  the  Vice-Treasurership  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  Grattan,  Sir 
William  Osbom,  and  the  prime  seigeant  Burgh  are  reckoned  hig|h 
among  the  Irish  orators.  I  heard  many  very  eloquent  speeches,  btti 
I  cannot  say  they  struck  me  Uke  the  exertion  of  the  abilities  of  Irish- 
men in  the  JSnglish  House  of  Commons,  owing  perhaps  to  the  reflection 
both  on  the  speaker  and  auditor,  that  the  Attorney-General  of  Bng* 
land,  with  a  dash  of  his  pen,  can  reverse,  alter,  or  entirely  do  away 
the  matured  result  of  all  the  eloquence  and  all  the  abilities  of  this 
whole  assembly.  Before  I  conclude  with  Dublin  I  shall  only  remaik 
that  walking  in  the  streets  there,  from  the  narrowness  and  populoii»- 
ness  of  the  principal  thoroughfares,  as  well  as  from  the  dirt  and 
wretchedness  of  the  canailU,  is  a  most  imeasy  and  disgusting  exercise. 
•  *...•.• 

"A  landlord  in  Ireland  can  scarcely  invent  an  order  which  a  serv- 
ant, laborer,  or  cottar  dares  to  refuse  to  execute.  Nothing  satisfies 
him  but  an  unlimited  submission.  Disrespect,  or  any  thing  tending 
towards  saudness,  he  may  punish  with  his  cane  or  his  horsewhip  with 
the  most  perfect  security;  a  poor  man  would  have  his  bones  broke  if 
be  offered  to  lift  his  hands  in  his  own  defence.  Knoddng-down  is 
spoken  of  in  the  country  in  a  manner  that  makes  an  Englishman  stare. 
Landlords  of  consequence  have  assured  me  that  many  of  their  cottan 
would  think  themselves  honored  by  having  their  wives  and  daughtere 
sent  for  to  the  bed  of  their  master,  a  mark  of  slavery  that  proves  the 
oppression  under  which  such  people  mtist  live.  Nay,  I  have  heard 
anecdotes  of  the  lives  of  people  being  made  free  with  without  any 
apprehension  of  the  justice  of  a  jury.  But  let  it  not  be  imagined  that 
this  is  common;  formerly  it  happened  every  day,  but  law  gains 
ground.  It  must  strike  the  most  careless  traveller  to  see  whole  strings 
of  cars  whipped  into  a  ditch  by  a  gentleman's  footman  to  make  way 
for  his  carriage ;  if  they  are  overturned  or  broken  in  pieces,  no  matter; 
it  is  taken  in  patience ;  were  they  to  complain  they  would  perhaps  be 
horsewhipped.  The  execution  of  the  laws  lies  very  much  in  the  hands 
of  justices  of  the  peace,  many  of  whom  are  dniwn  from  the  most 
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I  am  much  obliged  by  fhe  very  particular  account 
you  have  favored  me  with  of  the  general  sentiments 
of  people  in  our  province  on  the  present  state  of  af- 
fairs between  the  two  cotmtries.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  the  same  with  my  own.  I  think  the  re- 
venue acts  shotild  be  repealed,  as  not  constitutionally 
f otmded ;  that  the  commission  of  the  customs  should 
be  dissolved;  that  the  troops  (foreigners  to  us  as 
much  as  Hanoverians  would  be  in  England,  since 
they  are  not  introduced  with  the  consent  of  our 
L^gislatttre)  ought  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  Castle 
restored  to  its  rightftd  owners,  the  government  of 
the  province  that  built  it;  and  that  the  General 
Court  shotdd  be  rettuned  to  its  ancient  seat,  and 


iflibaraldafliintliekingdQin.  If  apoormaalodgetaoomplaiiitagBiiiil 
a  gentleman,  or  any  animal  that  chooees  to  call  itself  a  gentleman, 
and  the  jmtioe  issues  out  a  summons  for  his  appearance,  it  is  a  fixed 
affront,  and  he  will  infallibly  be  called  out.  Where  manneia  are  in 
conspiracy  against  law,  to  whom  are  the  oppressed  peofde  to  have 
jscourse?  It  is  a  fact  that  a  poor  man  having  a  contest  with  a  gentle- 
man must  —  but  I  am  talking  nonsense;  they  know  their  situation 
too  well  to  think  of  it;  they  can  have  no  defence,  but  by  meaas  of  pfo- 
tection  from  one  gentleman  against  another,  who  probably  protects 
his  vassal  as  he  would  the  sheep  he  intends  to  eat. 

"The  colors  of  this  picture  are  not  charged.  To  assert  that  all  these 
cases  are  common  would  be  an  exaggeration,  but  to  say  that  an  un- 
feeling landlord  would  do  all  this  with  impunity  is  to  keep  strictly  to 
truth,  and  what  is  liberty  but  a  farce  and  a  jest  if  its  blessings  are 
received  as  the  favor  of  kindness  and  humanity  instead  of  bdng  the 
inheritance  of  right? 

•  »•••••  • 

"A  better  treatment  of  the  poor  in  Ireland  is  a  very  material  point 
of  the  welfare  of  the  whole  British  Empire.  Events  may  happen  whidt 
may  convince  us  fatally  of  this  truth;  if  not,  oppression  must  have 
broken  all  the  spirit  and  resentment  of  men.  By  what  policy  the 
government  of  England  can  for  so  many  years  have  permitted  such  an 
absurd  83nBtem  to  be  matured  in  Ireland  is  be3rond  the  power  of 
sense  to  discover." 
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the  governor's  salary  put  upon  its  ancient  footing. 
But  it  is  also  my  opinion  that,  while  the  present 
American  Minister  continues,  there  is  very  little 
likelihood  that  any  change  will  be  made  in  any  ci 
those  particulars,  that  of  returning  the  Court  per* 
haps  excepted.  And  yet  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
no  farther  duties  are  intended,  and  that  although 
the  American  Minister  might  wish  to  increase  that 
fund  for  corruption,  the  other  Ministers  are  not  dis- 
posed to  humor  him  in  it,  and  would  not  consent  to 
it.  I  may  be  deceived  in  this  opinion,  but  I  have 
grounds  for  it.  However,  I  think  we  should  be  as 
much  on  our  guard,  and  use  the  same  defensive 
measures  and  endeavors  as  if  we  saw  new  duties  in- 
tended in  the  ensuing  session.  And  nothing  can  more 
effectually  discourage  new  duties  than  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  produced  by  duties ;  a  resolute  steady 
refusal  to  consume  the  dutiable  commodities. 

In  compliance  with  your  respected  recommenda- 
tion I  introduced  Mr.  Story  to  a  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasury,  who  forwarded  his  memorial;  and  he  tells 
me  he  has  obtained  his  request  relating  to  the  affair 
of  Mr.  Wheelwright's  debt.  He  now  seems  to  wish 
for  some  appointment  in  consideration  of  his  suffer- 
ings from  the  mob.  But  I  doubt  whether  it  may  be 
worth  his  while  to  attend  here  the  solicitation  and 
expectation  of  such  reward,  those  attendances  being 
often  drawn  out  to  an  inconceivable  length,  and  the 
expense,  of  course,  enormous. 

With  the  greatest  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


350  The  Works  of  [1774 


TO  

London,  7  Jtdy,  1775. 


Dbar  Cousin: — ^In  lookmg  over  yotir  letters  I 
find  in  that  of  November  12th  mention  of  a  prize  of 
;£ao  which  you  have  drawn.  It  never  came  into  my 
hands,  and  I  cannot  find  that  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Gray  know  any  thing  of  it.  If  I  knew  the  number 
of  the  ticket  I  could  inquire  farther. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  care  in  Hall's  affair, 
and  glad  you  have  recovered  so  much  of  that  debt, 
and  are  likely  to  get  the  rest.  I  hope  it  will  be  of 
service  to  my  dear  sister.  The  goods  for  her  were 
sent  per  Captain  Hatch  in  a  trunk  consigned  to  you. 

I  wish  you  success  in  your  new  plan  of  business, 
and  shall  certainly  embrace  every  opportunity  I  may 
have  of  promoting  it. 

Upon  your  recommendation  I  went  to  see  the 
black  poetess,  and  offered  her  any  services  I  could 
do  her.  Before  I  left  the  house  I  understood  her 
master  was  there,  and  had  sent  her  to  me  but  did  not 
come  into  the  room  himself,  and,  I  thought,  was  not 
pleased  with  the  visit.  I  shotdd,  perhaps,  have  in- 
quired first  for  him;  but  I  had  heard  nothing  of  him, 
and  I  have  heard  nothing  since  of  her. 

My  love  to  Cousin  Grace  and  your  children;  I  am 
your  affectionate  tmde,  g  Franklin. 


TO  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  FRANKLIN 

London,  a  February,  1774. 

Dear  Son  : — ^This  line  is  just  to  acquaint  you  that 
I  am  well,  and  that  my  ofl&ce  of  Deputy-Postmaster 
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is  taken  from  me.  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  your 
being  ever  promoted  to  a  better  govermnent,  and 
that  you  hold  has  never  defrayed  its  expenses,  I  wish 
you  were  well  settled  in  your  farm.  T  is  an  honester 
and  a  more  honorable,  because  a  more  independent 
employment.  You  will  hear  from  others  the  treat- 
ment I  have  received.  I  leave  you  to  your  own  re- 
flection and  determinations  upon  it,  and  remain  ever, 
your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM   FRANKLIN 

x8  Pebniaiy,  1774. 

Some  tell  me  that  it  is  determined  to  displace  you 
likewise,  but  I  do  not  know  it  as  certain.  I  only 
give  you  the  hint,  as  an  inducement  to  you  to  delay 
awhile  your  removal  to  Amboy,  which  in  that  case 
would  be  an  expense  and  trouble  to  no  ptirpose. 
Perhaps  they  may  expect  that  your  resentment  of 
their  treatment  of  me  may  induce  you  to  resign,  and 
save  them  the  shame  of  depriving  you  when  they 
ought  to  promote.  But  this  I  would  not  advise  you 
to  do.  Let  them  take  your  place  if  they  want  it, 
though  in  truth  I  think  it  is  scarce  worth  your  keep- 
ing, since  it  has  not  afforded  you  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent your  nmning  every  year  behindhand  with  me. 
But  one  may  make  something  of  an  injury,  nothing 
of  a  resignation. 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO  JOHN  INGBNHOUSZ 

London,  x8  Hastily  x774* 

Dear  Friend: — ^I  am  very  sensible  of  your  kind- 
ness in  the  concern  you  express  on  account  of  the 
late  attack  on  my  character  before  the  Privy  Council 
and  in  the  papers.  Be  assured,  my  good  firiend,  that 
I  have  done  nothing  tmjustifiable,  nothing  but  what 
is  consistent  with  the  man  of  honor  and  with  my 
duty  to  my  king  and  cotmtry,  and  this  will  soon  be 
apparent  to  the  public  as  it  is  now  to  all  here  who 
know  me.  I  do  not  find  that  I  have  lost  a  single 
friend  on  the  occasion.  All  have  visited  me  repeat- 
edly with  affectionate  assurances  of  their  unaltered 
respect  and  affection,  and  many  of  distinction,  with 
whom  I  had  before  but  slight  acquaintance.  You 
know  that  in  England  there  is  every  day,  in  almost 
every  paper,  some  abuse  on  public  persons  of  all 
parties,  the  king  himself  does  not  always  escape,  and 
the  populace,  who  are  used  to  it,  love  to  have  a  good 
diaracter  cut  up  now  and  then  for  their  entertain* 
ment.  On  this  occasion  it  suited  the  purpose  of  the 
ministry  to  have  me  abused,  as  it  often  suits  the  pur- 
poses of  their  opposers  to  abuse  them.  And  having 
myself  been  long  engaged  in  public  business,  this 
treatment  is  not  new  to  me.  I  am  almost  as  much 
tised  to  it  as  they  are  themselves,  and  x)erhaps  can 
bear  it  better.  I  have  indeed  lost  a  little  place  that 
was  in  their  power,  but  I  can  do  very  well  without  it. 
It  will  not  be  long  before  I  publish  my  vindication, 
which  some  circumstances  keep  back  at  present. 

Sir  John  Pringle  continues  well.  His  speech  in 
giving  the  last  medal,  on  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
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ooveries  relating  to  the  air,  did  hixn  great  honor. 
Dr.  Priestley  goes  on  rapidly  with  new  and  curious 
experiments  on  that  subject.  He  is  about  printing 
a  new  8vo  book  full  of  them. 

Mr.  Walsh  has  just  n:iade  a  curious  discovery  in 
electricity.  You  know  we  find  that  in  refined  air  it 
would  pass  more  freely  and  leap  through  greater 
spaces  than  in  denser  air;  and  thence  it  was  con- 
cluded that  in  a  perfect  vacuum  it  would  pass  any 
distance  without  the  least  obstruction.  But  having 
made  a  perfect  vacuum  by  means  of  boiled  mercury 
in  a  long  Torricellian  bent  tube»  its  ends  immersed 
in  cups  ftdl  of  mercury,  he  finds  that  the  vacuum  will 
not  conduct  at  all,  but  resists  the  passage  of  the 
electric  fluid,  absolutely  as  much  as  if  it  was  glass 
itself.  This  may  lead  to  new  principles  and  new 
views  in  the  atmospheric  part  of  philosophy.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  3.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM   FRANKLIN 

Wbst  Wycombb,  X  August,  1774. 

Dbar  Son: — I  have  been  here  with  Lord  Le 
Despencer  about  a  week  for  a  little  country  air  and 
exercise.  I  wrote  to  you  per  Captain  Falconer,  and 
have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  let  you  know  that  I 
continue  very  well  and  hearty. 

Methinks  't  is  time  to  think  of  a  profession  for 
Temple  (who  is  now  upwards  of  fotirteen),  that  the 
remainder  of  his  education  may  have  some  relation 
to  it.  I  have  thought  he  may  make  an  expert  law- 
yer, as  he  has  a  good  memory,  quick  parts,  and  ready 
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elocution.  He  would  certainly  make  an  excellent 
painter,  having  a  vast  fondness  for  drawing,  which 
he  pursues  with  unwearied  industry,  and  has  made 
great  proficiency.  But  I  do  not  find  that  he  thinks 
of  it  as  a  business.  The  only  hint  of  inclination  he 
has  given  is  that  of  being  a  surgeon;  but  it  was 
slightly  mentioned.  It  is  indeed  my  wish  that  he 
n:iight  learn  sontie  art  by  which  he  could  at  any  time 
procure  a  subsistence;  and  after  that,  if  any  thing 
better  could  be  done  for  him,  well  and  good.  But 
posts  and  places  are  precarious  dependencies.  I 
would  have  him  a  free  man.  Upon  the  whole,  in 
my  opinion,  we  should  turn  him  to  the  law,  as  a  pro- 
fession reputable  in  itself;  and  as  the  knowledge  he 
xnay  gain  in  that  study  will  qualify  him  for  other 
employments,  and  be  serviceable  to  him  if  he  were 
to  be  only  a  naere  gentleman.* 

K I  return  this  year  it  will  probably  be  in  the  Sep- 
tember packet.    But  I  begin  to  have  solne  doubts. 

With  love  to  Betsey,  I  am  ever  your  affectionate 

^^^^f  B.  Franklin. 


TO  WILLIAM  FRANKLIN  ' 

London,  7  September. 

Dear  Son: — I  received  yours  of  July  3d,  from 
New  York,   with  the   bill  of  exchange   for  forty 

'  The  following  memorandum  is  written  in  the  margin  of  p.  2  and 
scratched  through  with  a  pen : 

[Sent  my  father  another  bill  for  £30  sterling  by  Capt.  Palkner  is 
Nov.,  1774, — and  lent  my  mother  some  time  before  3^  Joes  0^9)  ^ 
be  charged  to  my  father]. — W.  F. 

'  A  small  portion  of  this  letter  as  published  by  Spaxics  is  given  in 
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pounds,  on  Cobham,  Bond  &  Ryland,  which  is 
carried  to  the  credit  of  your  account. 

I  have  spoken  tn  Mr.  Antill's  favor;  but  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  previous  disposition  of  those 
places. 

At  the  time  of  making  up  the  ntiail  for  the  August 
packet  I  was  down  at  Lord  Le  Despencer's,  and 
wrote  the  above  letter  to  you  from  thence,  franked 
by  his  Lordship.  A  week  after  the  packet  had 
sailed  my  letter  was  returned  to  me,  having  been, 
by  a  blunder  at  the  office,  sent  to  Burlington,  in 
Yorkshire.  I  have  now  opened  it  to  add  this,  and 
send  it  re-sealed  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  same 
frank. 

I  am  glad  you  have  met  with  my  friend  Barrow. 
I  wish  you  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance,  and  Mrs. 
Barrow's,  who  is  a  good  and  amiable  woman. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Panton  for  his  informa- 
tion relating  to  Mr.  Parker's  affairs.  Cousin  Jona- 
than Williams,  an  expert  and  accurate  accomptant, 
is  now  with  me,  and  engaged  in  posting  and  settling 
ray  accotmts,  which  will  be  done  before  the  next 
packet,  when  I  shall  send  what  concerned  Parker's. 
In  the  meantime  I  think  it  cannot  be  amiss  for  you 
or  Mr.  Bache  to  accept  any  security  Mrs.  Parker 
is  willing  to  give.  (You  mention  some  lands.)  I 
think  I  gave  a  power  to  Mr.  Bache. 

You  say  my  presence  is  wished  for  at  the  Con- 
gress, but  no  person  besides  in  America  has  given 

Vol.  VI ,  p.  349.  Since  this  collection  was  first  made  the  manuscript 
of  the  letter  has  been  found,  and  at  the  risk  of  reprinting  a  portion  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  the  letter  here  entire. — Editor. 
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me  the  least  intimation  of  such  a  desire,  and  it  is 
thought  by  the  great  friends  of  the  colonies  here 
that  I  ought  to  stay  till  the  result  of  the  Congress  ar- 
rives, when  my  presence  here  may,  they  sux>p06e,  be 
of  use.  In  my  opinion  all  depends  on  the  Ameri- 
cans themselves.  If  they  make  and  keep  firm  reso- 
lutions not  to  constune  British  noanufactures  tiU 
their  grievances  are  redressed  and  their  rights  ac- 
knowledged, this  ministry  must  fall,  and  the  ag- 
grieving laws  be  repealed.  This  is  the  opinion  of 
all  wise  men  here. 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  proposal  you  have  made  for 
a  congress  of  governors,  etc. 

I  do  not,  so  much  as  you  do,  wonder  that  the 
Massachusetts  have  not  offered  payment  for  the  tea: 
I.  Because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  act,  which  gives 
them  no  surety  that  the  port  shall  be  opened  on  their 
n^iaking  that  payment,  a.  No  specific  sum  is  de- 
manded. 3.  No  one  knows  what  will  satisfy  the 
custom-house  officers,  nor  who  the  ''others"  are  that 
must  be  satisfied,  nor  what  will  satisfy  them.  And 
4.  After  all,  they  are  in  the  king's  power  how  n:iudi 
of  the  port  shall  be  opened.  As  to  ''doing  justice 
before  they  ask  it,"  that  shotdd  have  been  thought  of 
by  the  Legislature  here  before  they  demanded  it  of 
the  Bostonians.  They  have  extorted  many  thousand 
pounds  from  America  unconstitutionally,  under  color 
of  acts  of  Parliament  and  with  an  armed  force.  Of 
this  money  they  ought  to  make  restitution.  They 
might  first  have  taken  out  payment  for  the  tea,  etc., 
and  returned  the  rest.  But  you  who  are  a  thorough 
courtier  see  everything  with  government  eyes. 
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I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  of  Sir.  W.  Johnson,  es- 
pecially at  this  time  of  danger  from  an  Indian  war. 
I  see  by  the  papers  you  were  with  him  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Amboy,  has  written  to  Mr.  Wilmot 
that  the  king's  approbation  of  the  Boundary  Act  is 
not  arrived.  I  sent  duplicates  of  it  last  winter  to 
Messrs.  Kinsey  &  Hewlings:  one  by  the  packet,  the 
other  by  a  Philadelphia  ship.  As  you  know  they 
have  received  them,  pray  request  them  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Parker. 

A  fresh  memorial  has  lately  been  presented  on  the 
Ohio  affair.  The  event  stfll  uncertain.  But  Mr. 
Walpole  continues  confident  that  sooner  or  later  it 
must  succeed. 

A  Spanish  war  is  now  seriously  apprehended  here, 
and  the  stocks  of  course  are  falling. 

The  August  packet  is  hourly  expected,  when  I 
hope  to  hear  of  your  safe  rettuned  health. 

With  love  to  Betsey,  I  am  ever  your  affectionate 

father, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  FRANKLIN 

7  May,  1775. 

I  don't  understand  it  as  any  favor  to  me  or  to  you, 
the  being  continued  in  an  office  by  which,  with  all 
your  prudence,  you  cannot  avoid  running  behind- 
hand, if  you  live  suitably  to  your  station.  While  you 
are  in  it  I  know  you  will  execute  it  with  fidelity  to 
your  master,  but  I  think  independence  more  hon- 
orable than  any  service,  and  that  in  the  state  of 

VOL.  xn. — aa. 
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American  affairs  which,  from  the  present  arbitrary 
measures,  is  likely  soon  to  take  place,  you  will  find 
yourself  in  no  comfortable  situation,  and  X)eiiiap6 
wish  you  had  soon  disengaged  yourself. 

B.  Prankun. 


TO  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS 

Passy,  29  December,  1777. 

Dbar  Nbphbw: — ^You  need  be  tmder  no  concern 
as  to  your  orders  being  only  from  Mr.  Deane.  As 
you  have  always  acted  up  rightly  and  ably  for  the 
public  service,  you  would  be  justified  if  you  had  no 
orders  at  all,  but  as  he  generally  consulted  with  me 
and  had  my  approbation  in  the  orders  he  gave,  and  I 
know  they  were  for  the  best  and  aimed  at  the  public 
good,  I  hereby  certify  you  that  I  approve  and  join 
in  these  you  have  received  from  him  and  desire  you 
to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  same. 

B.  Franklin. 


MEMORANDUM  OP  DR.   PRANKLIN 

"du  petit  Luxembourg,  Sundy,  ce  6  may,  1777. 

"L*abb6  Niccoli  prie  Monsieur  franklin  de  lui  faire 
ITionneur  de  venir  dejeuner  ch6s  luy  Mercredy  matin 
38  de  ce  mois  k  9  heures  du  n:iatin.  II  luy  donnera 
une  bonne  tasse  de  chocolat. 

"n  L'assuie  de  son  respect." 

The  above  is  a  note  from  Abb6  Niccoli,  Minister 
of  the  Grand  Duke  (of  Tuscanv).    The  intention  of 
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it  was  to  give  the  Emperor  an  opportunity  of  an  in* 
terview  with  me»  that  shoiald  appear  accidental.  M. 
Turgot  and  L'Abb6  were  there  to  be  present,  and, 
by  their  knowledge  of  what  passed,  to  prevent  or 
contradict  false  reports.  The  Emperor  did  not  ap- 
pear, and  the  Abb€  since  tells  me  that  the  number 
of  other  persons  who  occasionally  visited  him  that 
morning,  of  which  the  Emperor  was  informed,  pre- 
vented his  coming;  that  at  12,  understanding  tibey 
were  gone,  he  came;  but  I  was  gone  also. 


X  MONSIEUR  DB  TAVARBZ,  SEIGNEUR  DB  RELAAR,  DOC- 
TBUR  EN  DROIT  ET  EN  MBDECINE,  X  ZWOLLE  EN 
HOLLANDE 

Paris,  4  Jantiary,  1778. 

Sir: — ^The  accotmt  given  in  the  newspapers  of 

my  having  furnished  the  physicians  with  a  receipt 

against  the  dropsy  is  a  mistake.     I  know  nothing 

of  it,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  before  that  tobacco  ashes 

had  any  such  virtue.    I  thank  you  for  your  kind 

congratulations  on  our  late  successes  and  good  wishes 

for  the  establishment  of  our  liberty.    I  have  the 

honor  to  be  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  M.   DUMAS 

22  September,  1778. 

We  have  made  overtures  to  the  G P 


We  took  that  to  be  a  regular  and  kind  mode  of 
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proceeding.  We  expect  an  answer.  If  he  gives  tis 
ixme,  we  shall  naturally  conclude  that  there  is  no  dis- 
position in  their  H  H:  M  M:  to  have  any  connection 
with  the  United  States  of  America;  and,  I  believe, 
we  shall  give  them  no  further  trouble — at  least  that 
would  be  my  opinion.  I  know  your  nation,  having 
been  frequently  there,  and  much  esteeming  the 
people,  and  wishing  for  a  firm  union  between  the 
two  republics.  On  the  other  side,  our  virgin  state 
is  a  joUy  one,  and  though  at  present  not  very  rich, 
will  in  time  be  a  great  f orttme  to  any  stiitor,  and 
where  she  has  a  favorable  predisposition,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  well  worth  cultivating.    CtstertB  desuni. 


TO  DB  CHAUMONT 

Pamt,  xo  May.  X779. 

Dbar  Sir: — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  the  ist  inst.  That  enclosed  for 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  sent  to  him  directly. 
The  other,  for  M.  de  Sartine,  was  carried  to  Marly  by 
my  son ;  but  he  being  at  Paris,  it  was  brought  back 
and  delivered  to  him  there  the  next  morning.  His 
answer  has  been  ever  since  expected,  to  be  returned 
by  your  express,  but  not  arriving,  we  suppose  he  has 
sent  it  by  some  other  opportunity.  All  Paris  now 
talks  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette's  going  to  Amer- 
ica with  troops,  etc.  From  Holland  I  have  certain 
advice,  that  the  States  -  General  have  come  to  a 
resolution  to  give  convoys  to  their  merchant  ships, 
notwithstanding  the  last  memorial  of  Sir  Joseph 
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York;  and  to  fit  out  immediately  32  sail  of  men-of* 
war  for  that  purpose.  This  resolution  was  taken 
the  a6th  past.  With  the  greatest  esteem  and  affec- 
Hon,  I  am  ever,  dear  su:,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   COMMODORE  JONES 

Pamt,  6  December,  1779. 

Sir: — ^As  the  arrangements  that  M.  le  Due  de  la 

Vauguyon,  Ambassador  of  the  King  in  Holland,  must 

make  with  the  States-General,  for  the  free  departure 

from  the  Texel  of  the  French  and  American  vessels 

assembled   there,   may  require   that  the   English 

prisoners  taken  in  merchant  ships,  and  at  present 

on  board  the  Alliance,  should  be  in  the  disposition 

of  the  Ambassador,  I  do  hereby  desire  and  order, 

that  the  said  prisoners  be  sent  on  board  the  Pallas 

and  the  Vengeance  whenever  M.  le  Due  de  la  Vau- 

guyon  shall  require  it.    With  much  esteem  and  best 

wishes  for  your  prosperity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

sir,  etc., 

B.  Franexin. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OP  NORTH  AMERICA  IN  CONGRESS 
ASSEMBLED, 

The  memorial  of  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin and  Samuel  Wharton  humbly  sheweth : 

That  on  the  sth  day  of  November,   1768,  his 
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itannic  Majesty,  at  a  congress  held  with  the 
Nations  of  Indians  at  Port  Stanwick,  ptirchased 
from  the  said  Indians  a  very  extensive  tract  of  cotm- 
try,  situate  near  the  province  of  New  York,  and  upon 
the  river  Ohio  in  North  America,  the  limits  and 
botmdaries  of  which  tract  are  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed in  the  deed  of  sale  and  conveyance  from 
the  said  Indians  to  his  said  Majesty.  That  the 
consideration  paid  by  his  said  Majesty's  agent  to 
the  said  Indians,  on  their  executing  the  said  con- 
veyance, amotmted  to  ;£io,46o  75.  3d  sterling,  ex- 
clusive of  other  considerations  referred  to  in  the 
said  conveyance. 

That  in  Jtme,  1769,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
his  said  Majesty  by  your  memorialists,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  several  persons  residing  in  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  proposing  to  pur- 
chase 2,400,000  acres,  part  of  the  said  tract,  at  such 
price  and  subject  to  such  quit-rents  as  should  be 
thought  reasonable,  and  the  petitioners  humbly  pro- 
posed that  a  grant  of  the  lands,  under  the  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  should  be  made  to  them 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns;  and  that  such  grant 
should  particularly  specify  the  several  and  respec- 
tive boundaries  and  limits  within  which  the  lands 
thereby  granted  should  be  located  or  set  out. 

That  tiie  said  petition  having  been  referred,  by  his 
said  Majesty  in  cotmcil,  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
and  the  other  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  your  memorialists  and  several  of  their 
associates  attended  their  Lordships  in  the  month  of 
December,  1769,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  petition. 
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when  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  was  pleased  to  recom- 
mend to  the  petitioners  to  endeavor  to  contract  with 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  British  Treasury  for 
such  part  of  the  said  lands,  purchased  from  the  said 
Six  Nations,  lying  on  the  river  Ohio,  as  would  be 
sufSdent  in  extent  to  form  a  separate  govermnent; 
and  your  memorialists  and  their  associates  acceding 
to  this  suggestion  and  recommendation,  his  Lordship 
immediately  went  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
said  Board  of  Treasury,  desiring  the  petitioners  to 
wait  till  his  return,  when  his  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  inform  the  petitioners  that  he  had  applied  in  their 
behalf  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  North,  and  the 
other  Lords  of  the  said  Treasury  Board,  which  was 
then  sitting,  who  had  signified  their  desire  to  receive 
the  proposal  of  the  petitioners  for  purchasing  such 
tract  of  land  as  was  recommended  to  them  to  con- 
tract for  as  aforesaid. 

That  accordingly,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1770, 
4  memorial  was  presented  to  the  said  Ix)rds  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  proposing  to  purchase  the 
tract  of  land,  hereinafter  described,  and  to  pay  the 
sum  of  ;£io,46o  75.  3d.  sterling  money  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  same,  and  a  quit-rent  of  two  shillings 
for  every  hundred  acres  of  cultivable  land  within  the 
said  tract ;  the  said  quit-rent  to  commence  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years.  The  botmdaries  of 
which  tract  of  land  were  described  in  a  paper  an- 
nexed to  the  said  memorial,  and  are  as  follows: 
Beginning  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  op- 
posite to  the  mouth  of  Scioto,  thence  southerly 
through  the  pass  in  the  Quasioto  Moimtains  to  the 
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south  side  of  the  said  mountains,  thenoe  along  the 
side  of  the  said  mountains  northeasterly  to  the  fork 
of  the  great  Kenhawa  made  by  the  jtmction  of 
Green  Briar  and  New  River,  thence  along  the  said 
Green  Briar  River  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  same 
into  the  head  or  termination  of  the  northeasterly 
branch  thereof,  thence  easterly  to  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  thence  along  the  said  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains to  Lord  Fairfax's  line,  thence  along  the  same 
to  the  spring  head  of  the  north  branch  of  the  river 
Potosomack,  thence  along  the  western  botmdary  line 
of  the  province  of  Maryland  to  the  southern  bound- 
ary line  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  thence  along 
the  said  boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  end  thereof,  thence  along  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  said  province  of  Pennsylvania 
until  the  same  shall  strike  the  river  Ohio,  thence 
down  the  said  river  Ohio  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

That  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
took  into  consideration  the  said  memorial  and  paper 
containing  a  description  of  the  lands  applied  for,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  price  offered  to  be  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  the  said  lands,  in  case  the  other  depart- 
ments of  his  said  Majesty's  government,  who  were 
the  proper  judges  of  the  policy  of  the  grant  applied 
for,  should  approve  such  grant,  but  with  respect  to 
the  quit-rents  proposed  to  be  reserved,  and  the 
periods  at  which  they  should  commence,  their  said 
Lordships  postponed  any  decision  thereon  till  they 
received  information  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  what  quit-rents  were  re- 
served on  grants  in  his  said  Majesty's  colonies  which 
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lie  nearest  to  the  lands  in  question,  and  from  what 
periods  after  the  grants  such  quit-rents  commenced 
lespectively. 

That  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1770,  the  Earl 
of  Hillsborough  transmitted  to  the  said  Board  of 
Treasury  an  account  of  the  quit-rents  reserved  in 
such  grants  of  lands  in  North  America  as  were 
nearest  to  the  lands  applied  for. 

That  your  memorialists  and  their  associates  being 
informed  that  Arthur  Lee,  £sq.,  who  had  prayed  his 
said  Majesty,  on  the  i6th  day  of  March,  1768,  to  give 
and  grant  to  him  and  his  associates  250,000  acres  of 
the  said  land,  had  presented  a  petition  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  as  had 
also  Colonel  George  Mercer,  in  behalf  of  the  Ohio 
Company  (who  claimed  500,000  acres  within  the 
limits  of  the  tract  prayed  for),  and  that  the  said 
petitions  had  been  transmitted  to  the  said  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
staying  the  grant  of  the  lands  to  your  memorialists 
and  their  associates.  They,  therefore,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  April,  1770,  represented  to  the  said  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  that  as  their  Lordships  had  agreed  to 
the  sum  oflEered  to  be  paid  for  the  said  purchase,  and 
nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  the  same  but  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  commencement  of  the  quit- 
rents,  they  hoped  the  conclusion  of  their  treaty 
would  not  be  delayed  at  the  request  of  the  said 
petitioners. 

That  on  the  7th  of  April,  1770,  the  Lord  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  having  been  attended  by  yottr 
memorialists  and  several  of  their  associates,  their 
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Lordships  acquainted  them  that  as  the  xnatter  con- 
tained in  the  said  petition  (of  Colonel  Mercer)  re- 
lated singly  to  the  question,  how  far  the  grant  to  your 
memori^dists  and  their  associates  could  be  made 
consistently  with  justice,  it  could  not  properly  come 
tmder  the  consideration  of  that  Board,  who  had  no- 
thing before  them  but  the  settlement  of  the  purchase 
money  and  quit-rents  to  be  paid,  and  with  respect  to 
these  points  their  Lordships  agreed  to  accept  the 
proposition  of  the  memorialists  as  to  the  purchase 
money  and  quit-rents  to  be  paid  for  the  said  grant. 

That  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  1770,  your  memo- 
rialists and  their  associates  presented  a  petition  to 
his  said  Majesty  in  council,  praying  that  a  grant  of 
the  said  lands  shoidd  be  xnade  to  them,  reserving 
therein  to  all  persons  their  just  and  legal  rights  to 
any  parts  or  parcels  of  said  lands,  which  might  be 
comprehended  within  the  tract  prayed  for  by  the 
memorialists. 

That  your  memorialists  and  their  associates  hav- 
ing agreed  with  the  said  Colonel  George  Mercer  on 
behalf  of  the  Ohio  Company,  he  withdrew  his  appli- 
cation to  his  said  Majesty  for  a  separate  grant  ci 
lands  within  the  tract  prayed  for  by  the  memorial- 
ists, and  relinquished  all  claim  thereto. 

That  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  1770,  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Cotmcil  for  Plantation 
Affairs  referred  to  the  Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  the  memorialists*  said  petition  of 
the  8th  of  May,  1770. 

That  in  July,  1770,  when  the  aforesaid  petition  was 
tmder  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Comn:iissioners 
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for  Trade  and  Plantations,  the  £arl  of  Hillsborough 
was  pleased  to  send  for  and  acquaint  your  nsemorial- 
ists  and  several  of  their  associates.that  the  said  Com- 
missioners were  of  the  opinion  that  the  government 
of  Virginia  should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all 
papers  relating  to  your  memorialists'  and  associates' 
contract  with  the  Lords  Comxnissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  that  tmtil  such  time  as  an  answer  was  re- 
ceived to  a  letter  which  the  £arl  of  Hillsborough  was 
directed  by  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  write  to  the 
governor  of  the  colony  (inclosing  the  said  papers), 
all  ftarther  x>roceedings  with  your  memorialists  and 
their  associates  touching  the  premises  must  be  sus- 
pended ;  but  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  assure  your 
ntiemorialists  and  several  of  their  associates  that  he 
should,  by  the  said  king's  express  command,  forbid 
the  governor  of  Virginia  to  grant  any  warrants  for 
or  suffer  any  stuveys  to  be  made  on  any  lands  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  contract  of  your  memorialists 
or  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  royal  procla- 
mation of  1763. 

That  on  the  24th  of  February,  1771,  the  Honorable 
Mr.  Walpole  (one  of  your  memorialists'  associates), 
understanding  that  an  answer  was  received  from  the 
President  and  Council  of  Virginia  to  the  foregoing 
letter  of  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  made  application 
to  his  Lordship  for  a  copy  of  the  santie;  and  on  the 
day  following,  his  Lordship,  by  letter,  informed  Mr. 
Walpole  **that  he  had  directed  copies  to  be  made 
and  sent  him  of  such  parts  of  the  letter  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Virginia  as  related  to  your  (memorial- 
ists') application  for  lands  in  America  now  before 
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fhe  Board  of  Trade/'  And  that  accordingly  your 
mexnorialists  and  their  associates  were  furnished  with 
copies  of  such  parts  of  Mr.  President  Nelson's  letter 
(dated  WilUamsburgh^  October  18,  1770)  as  related 
to  their  contract  aforesaid,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
all  the  proceedrogs  concerning  the  said  contract  with 
the  Lords  Conunissioners  of  the  Treasury  (trans- 
mitted as  above  by  order  of  the  Board  cA  Trade), 
and  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough's  letter  of  the  20th  of 
July,  1770  (forbidding,  by  the  said  king's  order,  the 
granting  of  any  more  lands  westward  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains),  had  been  received,  **read  in 
council,  and  maturely  considered." 

That  it  also  appeared  that  the  said  President  and 
Council  had  represented  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
that  ''his  late  Majesty  (George  II.)  had  been  pleased 
to  order  aoo,ooo  acres  of  land  to  be  granted  to  the 
Ohio  Conopany,  and  that  Governor  Dinwiddle  had 
by  proclamation  promised  aoo,ooo  acres  on  or  near 
the  Ohio  to  such  persons  as  would  voltmtarily  enter 
the  king's  service  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
etc.  [as  upon  reference  being  had  to  the  said  letter 
will  more  particularly  appear];  but  at  the  same  time 
the  said  President  [and  Cotmcil]  observed  'that  in 
all  other  grants  he  did  not  find  any  steps  had  been 
taken  towards  surveying  and  seating  them.  Of 
course  [he  added]  they  are  or  will  become  lapsed,' 
and  also  that  *we  do  not  presume  to  say  to  whom 
our  gracious  sovereign  should  grant  his  vacant  lands. 
All  that  we  can  consistently  with  our  duty  hope  for 
is  that  all  prior  rights,  whether  equitable  or  legale  may 
be  preserved  and  protected." 
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That  tipon  fhe  Earl  of  Hillsborough  receiving  the 
foregoing  letter  his  Lordship  wrote  to  Mr.  President 
Nelson  January  2,  1771,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
his  despatches,  Nos.  2,  5,  and  6,  and  observed  to  him 
''That  as  the  first  related  to  a  matter  tmder  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  his  Majesty  had 
ordered  copies  thereof  and  of  its  enclosures  to  be  sent 
to  that  Board;  and  that  his  Lordship  had  no  doubt 
but  in  the  consideration  of  them  attention  would  be 
given  to  the  equitable  clainss  of  those  bona  fide  let- 
ters whose  possessions  were  derived  from  the  grants 
made  to  the  Ohio  Company  in  1754,  or  such  as  were 
passed  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  his  late 
Majesty  or  Lieutenant-Governor  Dinwiddie's  proda- 
msction  at  the  commencement  of  last  war/' 

That  after  much  attendance  and  solicitation  at  the 
Board  of  Trade,  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  and  other 
Lords  Conmtiissioners  of  that  Board  did  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  April,  1772,  make  a  report  to  the  said 
Lords  of  liie  Committee  of  Cotmcil  for  Plantation  Af- 
fairs as  to  the  propriety  of  the  grant  prayed  for  by 
your  ntiemorialists  and  their  associates,  both  in  x>oint 
of  policy  and  justice ;  and  among  other  reasons  as- 
signed by  their  Lordships  against  the  policy  of  the 
said  grant  they  were  pleased  to  observe:  That  the 
tract  prayed  for  was  out  of  all  advantageous  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain.  .  .  .  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  justice  of  the  said  grant,  their  Lordships 
were  pleased  to  report  that  they  presumed  this  con- 
sideration could  have  reference  only  to  the  case  of 
such  persons  who  had  already  possession  of  lands  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  under  legal  titles,  derived 
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from  grants  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Virginia. 

That  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1772,  the  said  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Cotmcil  for  Plantation  ASairs 
took  the  said  report  of  the  said  Lords  Commission- 
ers for  Trade  and  Plantations  into  consideration,  and 
having  heard  what  your  memorialists  and  their  as- 
sociates had  to  offer  thereux>on,  did  humbly  report 
to  his  said  Majesty,  that  it  appeared  to  them,  upon 
full  and  xnature  consideration  of  the  evidence  which 
the  petitioners  had  produced  in  support  of  their 
said  petition,  the  ntiost  xnaterial  part  of  which  had 
not  been  produced  at  the  Board  of  Trade: 

ist.  That  the  lands  in  question  had  been  for  some 
time  past  and  were  then  in  an  actual  state  of  settling, 
numbers  of  families  to  a  very  considerable  amount 
removing  thither  from  his  said  Majesty's  other 
colonies. 

2d.  That  the  lands  in  qtiestion  did  not  lie  beyond 
all  advantageous  intercourse  with  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain. 

That  the  Lords  of  the  said  Council  for  Plantation 
Affairs  did  at  the  same  time  report  to  his  said  Majes- 
ty, that  it  was  their  opinion  that  in  case  his  said 
Majesty  should  be  graciously  pleased  to  make  a 
grant  of  any  part  of  the  lands  in  question,  that  the 
petitioners  were  best  entitled  to  such  mark  of  his 
Majesty's  royal  favor,  in  regard  they  were  the  first 
who  had  made  proposals  for  the  purchase  from  gov- 
ernment of  lands  in  his  Majesty's  plantations  in 
America,  and  had  agreed  to  take  the  whole  expense 
of  the  civil  government  on  themselves  and  their 
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Lordships  at  the  same  time.  That  they  recom- 
mended it  to  his  said  Majesty  to  comply  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners;  submitted  it,  as  then- 
opinion,  that  orders  should  be  sent  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  AfiEairs  to  apprise  the  tribes  of  the 
Six  Nations,  and  their  confederates,  of  such  intended 
settlement;  and  that  the  said  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  should  be  directed  to  pre- 
pare a  proper  clause  or  clauses  to  be  inserted  in  the 
grant,  saving  and  reserving  to  the  respective  oc- 
cupiers  all  prior  claims  to  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  grant,  whether  derived  from  equitable 
or  leg^l  titles,  and  further  strictly  prohibiting  the 
petitioners  and  their  associates,  and  their  and  each 
and  every  of  their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  settling, 
occupying  or  improving  any  part  of  the  lands  lying 
between  the  line  which  had  been  settled  by  the 
treaty,  as  well  with  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  and 
their  confederates,  as  with  the  Cherokee  Lidians, 
as  the  boundary  line  between  his  said  Majesty's 
territories  and  the  htmting  grotmds  of  the  Indians, 
and  the  line  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  begiiming 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  opposite  to  the 
mouth  of  Scioto,  and  running  thence  southerly 
through  the  pass  of  the  Quasioto  Motmtains  to  the 
south  side  of  the  said  motmtains,  but  that  all  that 
part  of  the  said  lands  comprehended  between  the 
said  two  lines  should  remain  wholly  unsettled  and 
unoccupied  by  the  petitioners  and  their  associates, 
and  each  and  every  of  their  heirs  and  assigns,  until 
such  time  as  his  said  Majesty's  allowance  and  per- 
mission for  the  settling  and  occupying  the  same 
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shotild  be  first  obtained;  and  lastly,  the  said  Lords 
of  the  Cpnunittee  of  Council  for  Plantation  AflEain 
did  report  to  his  said  Majesty,  that  it  was  thdr 
opinion  that,  to  the  end  the  several  persons  axrtually 
settled,  or  that  might  thereafter  settle,  might  be 
more  properly  and  quietly  governed,  the  said  settle- 
n:ient  and  district  should  be  erected  into  a  separate 
govermnent  in  such  form  and  manner  as  to  his  said 
Majesty's  wisdom  should  seem  meet,  and  other 
sudb  restrictions  and  regulations  as  his  said  Majes- 
ty's Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantatioos 
should  advise. 

That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  August^  1772,  his 
said  Majesty,  taking  the  said  report  of  the  said  Lords 
of  the  Conunittee  of  Council  for  Plantation  Afibirs 
into  consideration,  was  pleased  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  coundl  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  order 
that  the  Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions should  consider  and  report  to  his  Majesty  in 
cotmdl,  if  any,  and  what  terms  of  settiement  and 
ctiltivation,  and  what  restrictions  and  reservations 
to  the  British  crown  were  necessary  to  be  inserted 
in  the  said  grant,  exclusive  of  the  money  agreed  to 
be  paid  by  the  petitioners  in  consideration  of  the 
said  tract  of  land,  and  the  reservation  of  a  quit-rent 
of  two  shillings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  cultivable 
land  within  the  said  tract,  after  the  expiration  of 
twenty  years  and  that  they  should  likewise  prepare 
a  proper  clause  or  clauses  to  be  inserted  therein,  for 
saving  and  reserving  to  the  respective  occupiers  all 
prior  claims  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
intended  grant,  whether  derived  under  equitable  or 
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leg^i  titles;  and  also  strictly  prohibiting  the  peti- 
tioners and  their  associates  and  each  and  every  of 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  settling,  occupying,  or 
improving  any  part  of  the  lands  which  lie  between 
the  line  which  had  been  settled  by  treaty,  as  well 
with  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  con- 
federates, as  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  the 
boundary  line  between  his  said  Majesty's  territories 
and  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians,  and  the  line 
proposed  to  be  drawn  by  the  petitioners  (as  above 
described),  but  that  all  that  part  of  the  said  lands 
comprehended  between  the  said  two  lines  shotdd 
ren:iain  wholly  xmsettled  and  xmoccupied  by  the 
petitioners  and  their  associates,  and  each  and  every 
of  their  heirs  and  assigns  till  such  time  as  the  peti- 
tioners, their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  have  obtained 
his  said  Majesty's  permission  and  allowance  for  set- 
tling and  occupying  the  same.  And  his  said  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased  further  to  order  that  the  said  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trades  and  Plantations  shotdd 
prepare  and  lay  before  his  Majesty  in  council  a  plan 
for  establishing  a  separate  government  upon  the 
said  tract  in  such  form  and  manner  and  xmder  such 
restrictions  and  regulations  as  they  should  judge 
proper  and  expedient,  together  with  an  estimate  of 
the  expense  and  the  ways  and  means  by  which  the 
same  should  be  defrayed  by  the  petitioners. 

That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  August  his  said 
Majesty  in  council  was  pleased  by  a  further  order  in 
council  to  approve  the  report  of  the  said  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs ;  and  ac- 
cordingly to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 
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shotild  be  first  obtained;  and  lastly,  the  said  Lords 
of  the  Cpmmittee  of  Council  for  Plantation  AfEairs 
did  report  to  his  said  Majesty,  that  it  was  their 
opinion  that,  to  the  end  the  several  persons  actually 
settled,  or  that  might  thereafter  settle,  might  be 
more  properly  and  quietly  governed,  the  said  setUe- 
ment  and  district  should  be  erected  into  a  separate 
government  in  such  form  and  manner  as  to  his  said 
liajesty's  wisdom  should  seem  meet,  and  other 
sudi  restrictions  and  regulations  as  his  said  Majes- 
ty's Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
should  advise. 

That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  August^  1772,  his 
said  Majesty,  taking  the  said  report  of  the  said  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  AfiEairs 
into  consideration,  was  pleased  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  order 
that  the  Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions should  consider  and  report  to  his  Majesty  in 
council,  if  any,  and  what  terms  of  settlement  and 
cultivation,  and  what  restrictions  and  reservations 
to  the  British  crown  were  necessary  to  be  inserted 
in  the  said  grant,  exclusive  of  the  money  agreed  to 
be  paid  by  the  petitioners  in  consideration  of  the 
said  tract  of  land,  and  the  reservation  of  a  quit-rent 
of  two  shillings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  cultivable 
land  within  the  said  tract,  after  the  expiration  of 
twenty  years  and  that  they  should  likewise  prepare 
a  proper  clause  or  clauses  to  be  inserted  therein,  for 
saving  and  reserving  to  the  respective  occupiers  all 
prior  claims  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
intended  grant,  whether  derived  xmder  eqtdtable  or 
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leg^l  titles;  and  also  strictly  prohibiting  the  peti- 
tioners and  their  associates  and  each  and  every  of 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  settling,  occupying,  or 
improving  any  part  of  the  lands  which  lie  between 
the  line  which  had  been  settled  by  treaty,  as  well 
with  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  con- 
federates, as  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  the 
boundary  line  between  his  said  Majesty's  territories 
and  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians,  and  the  line 
I>roposed  to  be  drawn  by  the  petitioners  (as  above 
described),  but  that  all  that  part  of  the  said  lands 
comprehended  between  the  said  two  lines  shotdd 
remain  wholly  xmsettled  and  xmoccupied  by  the 
petitioners  and  their  associates,  and  each  and  every 
of  their  heirs  and  assigns  till  such  time  as  the  peti- 
tioners, their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  have  obtained 
his  said  Majesty's  permission  and  allowance  for  set- 
tling and  occupying  the  same.  And  his  said  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased  further  to  order  that  the  said  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trades  and  Plantations  should 
prepare  and  lay  before  his  Majesty  in  council  a  plan 
for  establishing  a  separate  government  upon  the 
said  tract  in  such  form  and  manner  and  xmder  such 
restrictions  and  regulations  as  they  should  judge 
proper  and  expedient,  together  with  an  estimate  of 
the  expense  and  the  ways  and  means  by  which  the 
same  should  be  defrayed  by  the  petitioners. 

That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  August  his  said 
Majesty  in  council  was  pleased  by  a  further  order  in 
council  to  approve  the  report  of  the  said  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs ;  and  ac- 
cordingly to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 
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Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  for 
carrying  the  same  into  execution.  And  his  said 
Majesty  was  thereby  pleased  to  order  that  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  his  said 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  should  re- 
ceive his  Majesty's  pleasure  for  directing  his  Majes- 
ty's Superintendent  for  Indian  Affairs  to  apprise  the 
diiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  their  confederates,  of 
his  Majesty's  intention  to  form  a  settlement  upon  the 
lands  purchased  of  them  by  his  Majesty  in  1768. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  said  order  of  cotmcil» 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  sent  instructions  to  his 
Majesty's  Superintendent  for  Indian  AflEairs,  and  in 
obedience  thereto  the  Deputy  Agent  for  Indian 
Affairs  on  the  3d  of  April,  1773,  assembled  the  chiefs 
of  the  Western  Nations,  and  informed  them,  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  of  his  Majesty's  resolution  to  form  a 
settlement  upon  part  of  the  lands  purchased  of  the 
Six  Nations  in  1768.  And  on  the  sixth  day  of  the 
same  month,  the  chiefs  in  council  returned  an  answer, 
and  therein  among  other  things  observed,  that  as 
their  brethren,  the  white  people,  had  for  some  years 
past  been  settling  in  great  numbers  through  that 
cotmtry,  they  could  not  help  being  alarmed,  as  they 
appeared  to  do  it  without  the  authority  of  their  wise 
people  or  any  good  intentions  towards  them.  That 
for  the  peace  of  the  cotmtry  it  was  as  necessary  for 
prudent  people  to  govern  them,  as  it  was  for  them  to 
take  care  of  their  foolish  young  men.  And  they  de- 
sired that  his  Majesty  might  be  assured  that  they 
wished  nothing  more  than  to  cultivate  the  strictest 
friendship  with  their  brethren,  the  English,  in  that 
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coxintry.  And  that  it  would  give  them  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  take  the  person  whom  his  Majesty 
should  appoint  to  govern  there  by  the  hand,  and 
to  afford  him  all  the  assistance  on  their  parts  that 
they  were  able  to  give  in  renewing  and  strengthening 
the  chain  of  friendship  and  promoting  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

That  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1773,  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  and  the  other  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  were  pleased  to  report  to  his 
said  Majesty,  that  his  Majesty  having  been  pleased 
by  his  order  in  council  of  the  14th  of  August,  1772, 
to  approve  of  a  report  from  the  right  honorable  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation 
Affairs,  containing  several  propositions  respecting 
the  application  made  as  aforesaid  for  a  grant  of  lands 
upon  the  river  Ohio,  in  North  America,  and  for  erect- 
ing the  said  lands  into  a  separate  government,  and  to 
direct  them  to  report  their  opinion  touching  the  condi- 
tions of  the  said  grant,  and  the  plan  upon  which  such 
separate  government  ought  to  be  established,  they 
did,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  his  said  Majesty's  com- 
mand, take  the  said  order  of  reference  into  considera- 
tion, and  represented  to  his  said  Majesty  thereupon: 

That,  as  the  measures  which  his  said  Majesty  had 
been  pleased  to  adopt  in  regard  to  his  possessions 
upon  the  Ohio  had,  they  humbly  conceived,  been 
principally  founded  upon  a  consideration  of  the  nec- 
essity there  was  for  introducing  some  regular  and 
uniform  system  of  government  into  a  country  which, 
though  at  present  a  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
was  yet,   from  its  remote  situation,  incapable  of 
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partidpating  of  the  advantages  arising  from  the  civil 
Constitution  of  that  colony,  they  did,  therefore,  make 
the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  govenmient  the  first 
object  of  their  attention ;  and  as  they  presumed  that 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  limits  of  the  new  govern- 
ment to  be  formed  should  be  confined  to  the  tract 
proposed  to  be  granted  in  propriety,  but  that  it 
should  comprehend  all  such  parts  of  that  country  as 
by  the  agreement  of  the  Indians  were  reserved  for 
the  settlement  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  which, 
from  their  nature  and  remote  situation,  could  not 
participate  of  the  advantages  of  the  civil  Constitu- 
tion of  any  other  colony,  they  therefore  craved  leave 
humbly  to  propose : 

xst.  That  the  lands  comprehended  within  the 
boundaries  described  in  the  said  report  should  be 
separated  from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  and  be  erected 
by  letters-patent  xmder  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain  into  a  distinct  colony,  xmder  the  name  of 
Vandalia,  and  that  the  form  and  constitution  of 
government  for  the  said  colony  should  be  such  as  is 
in  and  by  the  said  report  mentioned  and  expressed; 
and  particularly  that  the  annual  salaries  and  allow- 
ances to  the  several  officers  of  government  within 
the  said  new  colony  should  be  as  follows,  viz. : 

To  the  Governor  .        .        •        *    £^  1 000 

To  the  Chief -Justice 

To  the  Assistant  Judges 

To  the  Attorney-General 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly 

To  the  Secretary 

To  the  two  Ministers    . 


500 
400 

ISO 

50 

200 

200 

;£2tSoo 
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And  that  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  said 
establishment,  together  with  such  further  annual 
sum  not  exceeding  ;£5oo  as  shotild  be  necessary  for 
contingent  expenses,  five  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
lands  prayed  for,  being  a  part  of  the  lands  included 
within  the  said  new  government,  should  give  security 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  the 
pa3nnent  by  the  proprietors  of  the  sums  above  noen- 
tioned,  either  into  the  receipt  of  his  said  Majesty's 
exchequer  or  into  the  hands  of  such  person  as  his 
said  Majesty  should  please  to  appoint  to  receive  the 
same,  the  said  pajnnents  to  be  made  half  yearly,  and 
the  first  payn:ient  to  be  made  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  governor's  commission, 
and  to  continue  to  be  paid  half  yearly  as  aforesaid 
tmtil  provision  should  have  been  made  by  sonoe  act 
of  General  Assembly,  to  be  approved  of  by  his  said 
Majesty,  for  the  support  of  the  said  establishment. 

That  pursuant  to  his  said  Majesty's  order  in 
council  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  August,  1772,  so 
much  and  such  part  of  the  land  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  colony  as  are  hereinafter  mentioned 
be  granted  to  your  memorialists  and  their  associates 
— ^that  is  to  say,  all  the  lands  included  within  the  fol- 
lowing lines,  viz.,  ''beginning  at  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Ohio,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Scioto;  then 
southerly  through  the  pass  of  the  Quasioto  Moun- 
tains, to  the  south  side  of  the  said  mountains ;  then 
along  the  side  of  the  said  mountains  northeasterly  to 
the  fork  of  the  Great  Kenhawa,  made  by  the  junc- 
tion of  Green  Briar  River  and  New  River;  thence 
along  the  said  Green  Briar  River,  on  the  easterly  side 
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of  the  same,  tinto  the  head  or  tennination  of  the 
northeasterly  branch  thereof ;  thence  easterly  to  the 
Alleghany  Mountains;  thence  along  the  said  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  to  Lord  Fairfax's  line;  thenoe 
along  the  same  to  the  spring  head  of  the  north 
branch  of  the  river  Potomack ;  thenoe  along  the  west- 
em  boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Maryland  to  the 
southern  botmdary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; thence  along  the  said  botmdary  line  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  end  thereof ;  tiience 
along  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  said  province 
of  Pennsylvania  xmtil  the  same  shall  strike  the  river 
Ohio ;  thence  down  the  said  river  Ohio  to  the  place 
of  beginning." 

That  the  said  grant  should  be  made  upon  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  and  reservations — that  is  to  say, 
that  the  grantees  should,  uxxm  the  day  of  the  date  of 
the  grant,  pay  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  ex- 
chequer the  sum  of  ten  thousand  four  htmdi^  and 
sbcty  potmds  seven  shillings  and  threepence  pursu- 
ant to  the  agreement  made  with  his  said  Majesty's 
treasury  on  the  7th  of  April,  1770. 

That  the  said  grantees  should  yearly,  and  every 
year  for  ever,  pay  to  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  his  said 
Majesty  should  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  the  simi 
of  two  shillings  sterling  for  every  htmdred  acres 
which  they  should  lease,  let,  demise,  plant,  or  settle, 
whether  the  said  lands  be  settled  and  planted  by 
the  said  grantees  themselves  or  by  their  heirs  or  as- 
signs or  imdertenants,  the  said  pa5mient  not  to  com- 
mence tmtil  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  after 
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such  leasing,  letting,  demising,  planting,  or  settling 
respectively. 

That  for  the  better  ascertaining  and  securing  the 
payment  of  the  said  quit-rent,  all  agreements  for  pos- 
session, leases,  grants,  conveyances,  demises,  plant- 
ings, settlements,  or  proper  memorials  thereof,  should 
be  within  six  months  from  the  date  thereof  trans- 
mitted to  the  auditor  of  the  plantations  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  all  such  agreements  for  possession, 
leases,  grants,  conveyances,  demises,  plantings,  set- 
tlements, or  memorials  thereof,  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  unless  the 
same  were  registered  and  recorded  as  above. 

That  in  each  of  the  parishes,  into  which  the  several 
counties  within  the  province  shotild  be  divided,  there 
should  be  a  tract  of  three  hundred  acres  reserved  for 
the  ptirpose  of  a  glebe  for  the  support  of  a  minister 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  such  glebe  land 
should  be  granted  by  the  proprietors  or  their  heirs 
or  assigns  as  soon  as  a  proper  church  should  be  built 
and  twelve  vestrymen  elected  out  of  such  of  the 
parishioners  as  should  subscribe  to  and  profess  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  the  said 
grants  be  made  free  from  any  quit-rents  or  other 
rents  or  services  whatsoever. 

That  the  said  grantees  should,  within  the  space  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  erect  and  build 
or  cause  to  be  erected  and  built,  at  their  own  proper 
cost  and  charges  within  such  part  of  the  province 
granted  to  them  as  his  said  Majesty  should  direct 
and  appoint  a  house  proper  for  the  residence  of  his 
said  Majesty's  governor,  and  also  a  church. 
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That  all  prior  daiins  to  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  grant,  whether  derived  tinder  equitable  or 
legal  titles,  should  be  saved  and  reserved  to  the  re- 
spective occupiers  and  possessors,  with  exception, 
however,  to  all  occupancy  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever  taken  or  made  subsequent  to  the  agreement 
for  the  ptirchase  of  the  said  grant  made  with  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  on  the  fourth  day  of  January, 
1770,  and  provided  also  that  the  grant  of  two  htmd- 
red  thousand  acres  to  be  made  to  the  officers  of 
the  regiment,  raised  and  paid  by  the  colony  of 
Virginia  in  1754,  in  consequence  of  the  engagement 
n:iade  to  them,  should  be  located  in  one  continuous 
tract. 

That  there  should  be  a  reservation  to  his  said 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  of  all  mines  of 
gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  and  of  a  right  of  erect- 
ing on  any  part  of  the  said  lands  such  forts  and 
fortifications  as  might  hereafter  be  judged  necessary 
for  the  security  and  defence  of  the  posssesions  of  the 
crown  of  England  in  America. 

And  lastly,  their  Lordships  humbly  craved  leave 
to  represent  to  his  said  Majesty  that  they  had  ©net- 
ted any  restriction  upon  the  proprietors  from  settling 
to  the  west  of  the  line  agreed  upon  with  the  Chero- 
kees  at  Lochabor  in  October,  1770;  that  restriction 
having,  as  they  conceived,  become  altogether  un- 
necessary, as  the  Indians  had,  for  the  sake  of  a 
natural  botmdary,  consented  that  the  district  re- 
served to  his  said  majesty  for  settlement  should  be 
bounded  on  the  southwest  by  the  river  Louisa  or 
Catawba  River,  which  is  very  far  west  of  the  ut- 
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most  extent  of  the  tract  proposed  to  be  granted  in 
propriety. 

Tliat  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  1773,  his  said 
Majesty  was  pleased  by  an  order  in  cx)tmcil  of  that 
day  to  refer  the  said  report  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
and  the  other  Lords  Conm^iissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Coimcil 
for  Plantation  AflEairs. 

That  on  the  third  day  of  Jtily,  1773,  their  Lord- 
ships, by  an  order  in  council  bearing  date  that  day, 
were  pleased  to  observe  that  his  said  Majesty  hav- 
ing been  pleased  by  his  order  in  coimcil  of  the  19th 
of  May  last  to  refer  unto  that  conmiittee  a  report 
made  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  [in  pursuance  of  his  said  Majesty's  order 
in  council  of  the  14th  of  August,  1772],  proposing 
amongst  other  things  the  several  conditions  and 
reservations  to  be  inserted  in  the  grant  of  certain 
lands  on  the  Ohio  in  North  America  prayed  for  by 
your  memorialists  and  their  associates,  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  that  day  took  the  same  into  considera- 
tion, and  were  thereby  pleased  to  order  that  his 
said  Majesty's  attorney  and  solicitor-general  should 
prepare  and  lay  before  that  committee  a  draught  of 
a  proper  instrument,  to  be  passed  under  the  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  containing  a  grant  to  Thomas 
Walpole,  Esq.,  and  others,  his  associates,  of  the  lands 
prayed  for  by  their  memorial,  inserting  in  said 
draught  the  conditions  and  reservations  proposed  in 
the  said  report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  a  copy  whereof  was  thereunto 
annexed. 
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That  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  1773,  his  said 
Majesty's  attorney  and  solicitor-general  made  a  re- 
port to  the  Lords  of  the  Connmiittee  of  Council  for 
Plantation  Affairs  on  the  said  order  of  council 
[of  July  3,  1773],  and  after  due  consideration  of 
the  said  report,  their  Lordships  were  pleased  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  1773,  to  make  the 
following  mandatory  order  thereujxm,  viz. : 


«i 


"At  thb  Council  Chambbr, 
Whitehall,  the  28th  day  of  October,  1773. 


**By  the  Right  Honorable,  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

"Whereas  there  was  this  day  laid  before  their 
Lordships  a  report  from  his  Majesty's  attorney  and 
solicitor-general  upon  taking  into  consideration  an 
order  of  this  ConMnittee  bearing  date  the  3d  of  July 
last,  whereby  they  are  directed  to  prepare  a  draught 
of  a  proper  instrument,  to  be  passed  imder  the  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  containing  a  grant  to  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Walpole,  and  others,  his  asso- 
ciates, of  certain  lands  on  the  river  Ohio,  in  North 
America,  inserting  in  the  said  draught  the  conditions 
and  reservations  proposed  in  a  report  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  bearing 
date  the  6th  day  of  May,  1773,  a  copy  whereof  was 
annexed  to  the  said  order,  in  which  report  of  his 
Majesty's  said  attorney  and  solicitor-general  it  is 
humbly  submitted :  that  the  granting  the  said  lands 
in  joint  tenancy  will  probably  render  it  impossible 
to  make  any  tmdergrants  with  complete  titles ;  that 
the  description  of  the  thing  to  be  granted  is  much 
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more  loose  and  xmcertain  than  hath  been  tisual  in 
royal  grants  or  than  hath  been  practised,  so  far  as 
they  know,  in  any  but  the  grants  which  were  made 
for  the  erection  of  colonies  to  the  first  adventurers 
in  America  while  it  was  wholly  unknown;  and 
further,  that  the  quit-rents  will  not  be  so  well  se- 
cured to  his  Majesty  if  they  are  not  reserved  from 
the  lands  undergranted  instead  of  being  made  pay- 
able by  the  grantees,  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
this  day  took  the  said  report  into  consideration,  and 
are  hereby  pleased  to  order  that  his  Majesty's  attor- 
ney and  solicitor-general  do  prepare  and  lay  before 
this  Committee  the  draught  of  a  proper  instnmient, 
to  be  passed  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain, 
containing  a  grant  to  the  Honorable  Thomas  Walpole^ 
Samuel  Wharton,  Benjamin  Franklin^  and  John  Sar" 
jent,  Esquires,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  lands 
prayed  for  by  their  memorial  (they  being  the  persons 
who,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  associates, 
contracted  for  the  said  lands  with  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury),  inserting  in 
the  said  draught  the  conditions  and  reservations 
proposed  in  the  said  report  of  the  Lords  Conraais- 
sioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  dated  the  6th  of 
May,  1773,  excepting  that  part  of  the  said  report 
which  proposes  that  the  grantees  do  pay  the  quit- 
rents  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors;  and 
in  respect  thereof,  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  are 
hereby  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  quit-rents  be 
reserved  from  the  lands  which  shall  be  leased,  sold, 
denriised,  planted,  or  settled,  whether  the  said  lands 
be  planted  and  settled  by  the  said  grantees  them- 
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selves  or  by  fheir  heirs  or  assigns  or  undertenants; 
the  said  payment  of  the  qtiit-rents  not  to  commenoe 
until  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  after  such  leas- 
ing, demising,  planting,  or  settling  respectively. 
And  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  boxmds  of  the 
said  tract  of  land  to  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  their 
Lordships  are  hereby  pleased  to  transmit  the  map 
of  the  tract  of  land  prayed  for  by  the  memorialists, 
and  to  order  that  his  Majesty's  attorney  and  solicitor- 
general  do  insert  the  botmds  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  are  described  and  ascertained  in  the  said  report 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, dated  the  6th  of  May,  1773." 


That  your  memorialists  and  their  associates  under- 
standing in  the  autumn  of  1774,  that  the  Earl  of 
Dunmore,  the  then  Governor  of  Virginia,  had  pre- 
sumed to  pass  grants  for  some  lands  comprehended 
within  the  bounds  of  their  contract  aforesaid,  repre- 
sented the  same  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  at  that 
time  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Anoerican  Depart- 
ment, and  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  convey  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  command  to  the  said  Governor 
in  the  following  words : 

''Whitehall,  5  October,  1774. 

' '  My  Lord  : — ^As  your  Lordship  sa3rs  that  you  were 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  claims  of  Walpole  and  his 
associates,  otherwise  than  by  common  report,  I 
think  fit  to  enclose  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  Lord 
Hillsborough's  letter  to  Lord  Bottetourt  of  the  20th 
July,  1770,  the  receipt  of  which  was  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  President  Nelson  a  few  days  after  Lord 
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Bottetourt's  death,  and  appears  by  his  answer  to  it 
to  have  been  laid  before  the  Council.  That  Board, 
therefore,  ootdd  not  be  ignorant  of  what  has  passed 
here  upon  Mr.  Walpole's  application,  nor  of  the 
king's  express  cormnaxid,  contained  in  Lord  Hills- 
borough's letter,  that  no  land  whatever  should  be 
granted  beyond  the  limits  of  the  royal  proclamation 
of  1763,  xmtil  the  king's  further  pleasure  was  signi- 
fied, and  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  it  must  have 
been  a  very  extraordinary  neglect  in  them  not  to 
have  informed  your  Lordship  of  that  letter  and  those 
orders. 

''I  am,  etc., 
' '  [Signed]  Dartmouth.  ' ' 

That  in  the  spring  of  1775,  the  draught  of  a 
royal  grant  for  the  lands  aforesaid  being  prepared, 
pursuant  to  the  said  order  of  council,  and  having 
undergone  the  exandnation  and  correction  of  Lord 
Camden  and  others  of  your  memorialists'  associates 
in  England,  the  Lord  President  of  his  Majesty's  Privy 
Council  requested  that  the  Honorable  Mr.  Walpole 
and  his  associates  would  wait  for  the  grant  aforesaid 
and  the  plan  of  government  of  Vandalia,  until  hos- 
tilities, which  had  then  commenced  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Colonies,  should  cease. 

That  your  memorialists  and  their  associates  did 
incur  a  great  loss  of  time  [particularly  Samuel  Whar- 
ton in  the  absence  of  more  than  eight  years  from  his 
family  connections  and  affairs]  and  expended  the  sum 
of  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  money  of 
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Great  Britain  in  conducting  this  business  through 
the  variotis  offices  and  departments  of  the  British 
government,  and  in  making  presents  to  the  Indians 
on  the  river  Ohio,  in  order  to  maintain  peace  and 
tranquillity  there,  and  by  these  means,  together  with 
the  before  recited  contract  between  them  and  the 
said  British  government,  your  memorialists  and  their 
associates  did  acquire  an  equitable  title  to  the  lands 
in  question,  notwithstanding  the  instrument  for 
actually  convejnng  the  same  was  not  completed  on 
account  of  the  difference  which  arose  between  the 
United  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  and  as  your 
Honors  have  now  succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  territory  in  question,  your  memorialists  confide: 
that  you  will  think  it  just  and  reasonable  to  consider 
the  said  lands  as  subject  to  such  contracts  and  dis- 
positions as  were  made  concerning  them  while  they 
confessedly  belonged  to  the  British  crown ;  and  that 
your  memorialists  and  their  associates,  who  have 
ever  been  ready  to  f tdfil  their  parts  of  the  said  con- 
tract, may  not  suffer  so  great  an  injury  by  a  change 
of  sovereignty  as  to  be  deprived  of  liieir  equitable 
rights  to  the  said  lands. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the 
said  lands  may  be  granted  to  them,  and  to  their  heirs 
and  assigns  (in  trust,  nevertheless,  for  and  concerning 
the  respective  purports  and  shares  belonging  to  their 
several  associates),  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  said  contract  and  order  of  council,  or  upon  such 
other  terms  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  and  not  injurious  to  your  memo- 
rialists and  their  associates. 


zySo]  Benjamin  Franklin  367 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray,  etc. 

Saml.  Wharton. 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PAUL  JONES 

Passt,  X  March,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  25th  and  28th  past. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  can  take  a  quantity  of 
the  clothing  and  arms,  and  that  you  can  accommo- 
date the  four  gentlemen  I  had  mentioned  to  you. 
M.  De  Sartine  desires  also  a  place  for  a  passenger 
that  goes  on  some  business  from  him;  I  make  no 
doubt  of  your  willingness  to  oblige  that  Minister.  I 
could  wish  also  that  you  would  find  room  for  Mr. 
Brown,  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  about  returning 
there.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  authority  to  give 
the  order  you  desire  to  Lieutenant  Rhodes.  But  if 
you  and  he  agree  in  the  transportation  proposed,  I 
have  no  objection  to  it.  Captain  Landais  has  de- 
manded of  me  an  order  to  you  to  deliver  him  his 
tnmks  and  things  that  were  left  on  board  the  A  lliance. 
I  find  him  so  exceedingly  captious  and  critical,  and  so 
apt  to  misconstrue,  as  an  intended  injustice,  every 
expression  in  our  language  he  does  not  immediately 
tmderstand,  that  I  am  tired  of  writing  any  thing  for 
him  or  about  him,  and  am  determined  to  have  no- 
thing further  to  do  with  him.  I  make  no  doubt, 
however,  that  you  will  deliver  his  things  to  any 
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person  he  may  empower  to  receive  fhem,  and  fheie- 
fore  think  such  an  order  unnecessary. 

I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  to  the  memorial 
I  sent  to  the  court  of  Denmark,  reclaiming  the 
prizes  sent  into  Norway  and  delivered  up  unjustly  by 
that  court  to  the  British  consul.  I  have  not  heard 
that  they  have  yet  left  Bergen.  I  hope  we  may  yet 
recover  them  or  their  value. 

There  is  a  Mr.  Lockyer,  who  has  served  twenty- 
two  years  in  the  British  navy  as  a  master,  and,  hav- 
ing met  with  some  injustice,  would  go  to  America  in 
hopes  of  finding  service  there.  He  wishes  to  go  with 
you,  and  if  you  can  give  him  any  emplojnnent  on 
board  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  him. 

Dr.  Bancroft,  being  by  this  time  with  you,  will 
take  all  steps  possible  to  promote  your  refitting,  and 
forward  the  payment  of  the  prize  money,  I  do  not 
comprehend  what  the  weight  of  metal  has  to  do  with 
the  division,  unless  where  ships  are  fitted  out  by  dif- 
ferent owners. 

I  hope  your  indisposition  will  soon  be  over  and 
your  health  re-established,  being,  with  sincere  es- 
teem, dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant, 

B.  Franbxin. 


TO  COMMODORE   PAUL  JONES 

Passy,  8  March,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  inst. 
I  find  the  arms  are  to  be  sent  in  one  of  the  king*s 
ships.     I  enclose  an  order  for  the  cannon  which  you 
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say  you  can  take  as  ballast.    To  the  other  particulars 

of  your  letter  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  to-morrow. 

With  great  esteem  I  am,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

A  muster-roll  of  the  Bonhotnme  Richard  will  be 
wanted,  I  understand,  in  order  to  divide  the  produce 
of  the  prizes. 

Mr.  Ross  having  wrote  me  word  that  he  shall  go  in 
the  Luzerne,  I  request  you  to  take  in  his  stead  Cap- 
tain Hutchins,  a  very  worthy  American,  who  has  suf- 
fered much  for  his  attachment  to  our  cause. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  COMMODORE  JONES,  COMMANDER 
OP  THE  ** alliance"  FRIGATE  IN  THE  SERVICE  OP 
THE   UNITED   STATES 

Passy,  I  June,  1780. 

Sir: — I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  containing  their  orders  for  the  rettim  of 
the  Alliance,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  for  your 
government ;  and  I  hereby  direct  that  you  carry  the 
same  into  execution  with  all  possible  expedition. 

With  great  regard  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


[Copy  of  Order  sent  to  Captain  Landais.] 

To  the  Commanding  officer  for  the  time  being  of  the 
frigate  ''Alliance''  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Sir  : — ^You  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  on  board 
the  said  frigate  as  many  cases  of  fusils  and  as  much 
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of  the  gunpowder  ready  to  be  delivered  to  you  by 
order  of  his  Excellency  the  Prince  de  Montbarey, 
Minister  of  War,  as  you  can  conveniently  stow,  giv- 
ing a  receipt  for  the  same;  and  the  same,  together 
with  the  powder,  arms,  and  cannon  already  shipped, 
to  transport  to  Philadelphia,  and  deliver  the  whole  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  there  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
gress, for  doing  which  this  order  shall  be  your 
warrant. 

[Signed]  B.  Franklin. 

Minister  P.,  etc.^  etc. 


TO   COMMODORE  PAUL  JONBS 

Pa88t,  13  June,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: — Saturday  morning  last  I  received  a 
letter  signed  by  about  1 15  of  the  sailors  of  the  AUi- 
once,  declaring  that  they  would  not  raise  the  an- 
chor, nor  de{mrt  from  L'Orient,  till  they  had  six 
months'  wages  paid  them,  and  the  utmost  farthing 
of  their  prize  money,  including  the  ships  sent  into 
Norway,  and  until  their  legal  Captain  P.  Landais  is 
restored  to  them ;  or  to  that  effect,  for  I  have  not  the 
letter  before  me.  This  mutiny  has  imdoubtedly  been 
excited  by  that  captain,  probably  by  making  them 
believe  that  satisfaction  has  been  received  for  those 
Norway  prizes  delivered  up  to  the  English,  which, 
God  knows,  is  not  true;  the  court  of  Denmark  not 
having  yet  resolved  to  give  tis  a  shilling  on  that  ac- 
count. That  he  is  concerned  in  this  meeting,  he  has 
been  foolish  enough  to  furnish  tis  with  proofs,  the 
sailors'  letter  being  not  only  enclosed  under  a  cover 


1780]  Benjamin  Franklin  37 1 

directed  to  me  in  his  handwriting,  but  he  has  also 
in  the  same  writing  interlined  the  words  their  legal 
Captain  P.  Landais,  which  happened  to  contain  his 
signature.  I  went  immediately  to  Versailles  to 
demand  the  assistance  of  government,  and  on  show- 
ing the  letter  by  which  his  signature  quite  plainly  ap- 
peared, an  order  was  immediately  granted  and  sent 
away  the  same  evening,  for  apprehending  and  im- 
prisoning him,  and  orders  were  promised  to  be  given 
at  the  same  time  to  the  Commissary  of  the  Port, 
to  afford  you  all  kind  assistance  to  facilitate  your 
departure;  M.  De  Chaumont  being  with  me,  and 
assisting  warmly  in  obtaining  these  orders.  We 
thotight  it  best  at  the  same  time  to  give  directions, 
that  those  sailors  who  have  signed  this  letter  should 
not  be  favored  with  receiving  any  part  of  the  money 
ordered  to  be  advanced  in  part  of  what  it  is  supposed 
the  Serapis  and  Countess  may  be  sold  for,  tmless  to 
such  as  express  their  sorrow  for  having  been  so  mis- 
led, and  willingness  to  do  their  duty;  and  that  they 
may  be  known,  their  letter  was  sent  down  to  M,  de 
Monplaiser;  but  care  should  be  taken  that  it  be 
returned,  as  it  contains  the  proofs  above  mentioned 
against  Landais,  who  will  probably  be  tried  for  his 
life,  being  considered  by  the  Ministers  as  an  emigrant 
without  the  king's  permission,  and  therefore  still  a 
Frenchman,  and  when  fotmd  in  France  still  subject 
to  its  laws.  When  that  advance  was  ordered,  it  was 
supposed  the  vessels  might  have  been  got  away 
without  waiting  for  the  sale,  and  that  the  people 
who  had  a  right  to  share  them,  receiving  this  in 
part  to  relieve  their  present  necessities,  might  have 
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appointed  some  agent  to  receive  and  remit  the  rest  to 
them  in  America,  but  the  delays  have  been  so  great 
that  the  time  of  sale  now  approaches,  and  perhaps 
the  produce  may  be  known  before  you  can  be  ready 
to  depart  with  the  Ariel,  and  if  ready  money  is  paid 
the  division  may  be  made  at  once.  K  any  tmfore- 
seen  difficulties  should  arise  to  prevent  this,  I  see  no 
other  way  but  to  separate  those  who  cannot  trust  to 
their  cotmtry  to  do  them  justice,  and  put  them  on 
shore,  and  let  them  wait  for  their  shares  at  their  own 
expense,  for  't  is  tmreasonable  to  keep  the  ship  here 
at  so  monstrous  an  expense  to  the  pubUc,  for  their 
private  advantage  or  htmiors.  As  to  wages,  I  have 
no  authority  or  means  of  paying  wages  here ;  and  I 
believe  that  all  maritime  states  pay  their  ships  at 
home,  for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  pay-officers  are 
to  be  kept  in  every  port  of  the  world  to  which  ships 
may  happen  to  go ;  besides  it  cannot  be  known  here 
what  their  families  or  attorneys  have  received  for 
them.  I  see  you  are  likely  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  It  requires  prudence.  I  wish  you  well 
through  it.  You  have  shown  your  abilities  in 
fighting.  You  have  now  an  opportunity  of  showing 
the  other  necessary  part  in  the  character  of  a  great 
chief, — ^your  abilities  in  governing.    Adieu. 

Yours  sincerely, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  COMMODORE   PAUL  JONES 

Passt,  6  o'clock  P.M.,  ay  June,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  this  minute  received  yours  of 
the  23d.    The  letter  you  mention  having  sent  me  by 
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the  last  xx>st,  enclosing  the  necessary  x)apers  to  ex- 
plain circmnstances,  is  not  come  to  hand;  so  that  I 
am  ntiuch  in  the  dark  about  your  x>resent  situation. 
I  only  learn  by  other  means  that  the  Alliance  is  gone 
out  of  the  port,  and  that  you  are  not  likely  to  recover 
and  have  relinquished  the  command  of  her.  So  that 
affair  is  over,  and  the  business  is  now  to  get  the  goods 
out  as  well  as  we  can.  I  am  perfectly  bewildered 
with  the  different  schenaes  that  have  been  proposed 
to  me  for  this  purpose  by  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Ross, 
yourself,  and  M.  De  Chaumont.  Mr.  Willian:is  was 
for  purchasing  ships.  I  told  him  I  had  not  the 
money,  but  he  still  urges  it.  You  and  Mr.  Ross 
proposed  borrowing  the  Ariel.  I  joined  in  the  ap- 
plication for  that  ship.  We  obtained  her.  She  was 
to  carry  all  that  the  Alliance  could  not  take.  Now 
you  find  her  insufficient.  An  additional  ship  has 
already  been  asked,  and  could  not  be  obtained.  I 
think  therefore  it  will  be  best  that  you  take  as  much 
in  the  Ariel  as  you  can  and  depart  with  it.  For  the 
rest  I  must  apply  to  the  government  to  contrive  some 
means  of  transporting  it  in  their  own  ships.  This  is 
my  present  opinion.  And  when  I  have  once  got  rid 
of  this  business,  no  consideration  shall  tempt  me  to 
meddle  again  with  such  naatters,  as  I  never  tmder- 
stand  them. 

With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO  THE  HONORABLE  COMMODORE  JOHN  P.  JONES,  ESQ., 
AT  PRESENT  COMMANDING  THE  SHIP  "ARIEL,"  IN 
SERVICE  OP  THE   UNITED  STATES 

Passt,  13  August,  Z780. 

Sir: — You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  as  soon 
as  possible  with  the  ship  under  your  command  to  the 
port  you  can  best  make  in  North  America,  and  de- 
liver the  arms,  powder,  and  other  stores  to  such 
officers  of  Congress  as  are  ax>pointed  to  take  care  dt 
such  matters,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  order.  I 
am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  COMMODORE  JOHN  PAUL  JONES 

Pa88y,  2$  November,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  the  honor  of  yotns  of  the 
17th  instant.  I  was  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Moylan's 
proceedings  in  going  on  with  so  great  and  unexpected 
an  expense  for  the  Ariel,  and  never  giving  me  the 
least  notice  of  it  till  he  drewuponme  for  the  amount, 
near  one  hundred  thousand  livres,  drawing,  too,  be- 
fore sending  the  accotmt ;  and  when  the  account  on 
my  demanding  it  was  sent,  it  came  only  when  the 
last  bills  were  presented  and  their  acceptance  de- 
maxided,  which  I  must  either  refuse  or  take  the 
accotmt  as  it  stood  without  examination,  or  a  possi- 
bility of  examination,  the  vouchers  not  accompany- 
ing it.  And  if  I  accepted  the  bills,  it  wotild  be  to 
little  purpose  afterwards  to  dispute  the  articles  I 
might  object  to.  However,  on  its  being  made  to  ap- 
pear to  me  by  Mr.  Gourlade  that  you  had  ordered  the 
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things  I  objected  to,  and  supposing  that  if  I  refused 
paying  for  them  he  would  stie  and  embarrass  you,  I 
some  tirae  sinoe  accepted  all  his  bills.  But  thotigh  I 
suppose  you  thought  it  for  the  good  of  the  service,  as 
you  say  you  did,  to  order  that  great  quantity  of  naedi- 
cines  for  the  74-gun  ship,  yet  after  I  had  written 
to  you  of  my  difficulties,  it  still  seen:is  to  me  that  you 
ought  not  to  have  done  it  without  informing  me  and 
obtaining  my  consent;  and  I  have  only  to  be  thank- 
ful that  you  did  not  order  all  her  other  stores, — sails, 
rigging,  anchors,  ix)wder,  etc.  I  think  you  nacust  be 
sensible,  on  reflection,  that  with  regard  to  me  it  was 
wrong,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  expected  of  nae  to 
be  always  ready  and  able  to  pay  the  demands  that 
every  officer  in  the  service  may  think  fit  to  saddle  me 
with.  This  aflEair,  however,  is  now  done  with,  and  I 
shall  say  and  think  no  more  about  it.  I  tmderstand 
from  Mr.  Moylan  that  the  arms  must  be  left  for 
cleaning.  You  can  take  on  board  sowe  of  the  other 
goods  from  his  stores  in  their  room.  Your  bread, 
too,  he  tells  me,  is  damaged.  I  have  not  time  to 
write  to  him  by  this  xx>st,  but  leave  it  to  him  and  you 
to  supply  that  loss  in  the  frugalest  manner  possible. 
And  I  am,  with  sincerest  wishes  for  your  health, 
honor,  and  hax>piness,  dear  sir,  your  asstued  friend 
and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  COMMODORB  PAUL  JONBS 

Passt,  9  December,  Z78a 

Dbar  Sir: — I  wrote  to  you  per  last  -post,  under 
cover  to  Mr.  Moylan.    With  this  you  will  receive 
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anofher  letter  or  two  for  America.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  4th.  I  am  sorry  you  waited  for 
the  padkets  by  Mr.  Gourlade,  as  they  only  contained 
newspapers;  but  you  could  not  know  that.  A 
genthxnaii  who  says  he  is  to  sail  with  you  sets  off  to- 
morrow, and  will  carry  some  more  parcels  of  news- 
papers, which  are  too  bulky  for  the  post.  Be  so 
good  as  to  remember  nae  affectionately  to  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, and  tell  him  I  am  still  in  his  gouty  shoes,  which 
I  have  worn  this  week  past,  and  thank  him  for  the 
comfort  of  them.  I  wrote  to  him  with  the  letter  to 
you  that  was  lost,  and  fear  his  letter  was  lost  also. 
Once  more  I  wish  you  a  prosperous  voyage,  being 
ever  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  htunble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 


TO   M.   DUMAS 

Passy,  7  April,  1781. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  yours  of  the  29th  past,  en- 
closing one  for  the  President  of  Congress,  which  I 
shall  take  care  to  forward.  I  send  you  herewith  a 
sermon,  which  I  fancy  will  give  you  pleasure.  Your 
last  seemed  to  me  to  have  been  broken  open  and 
sealed  again  with  a  larger  seal  than  yours.  I  know 
not  by  what  conveyance  it  came,  and  I  send  you  the 
cover  and  seal  that  you  may  judge  of  it. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — Since  Mr.  Searle's  return  from  Holland  he 
has  avoided  all  communication  with  me.  I  caimot 
conceive  the  reason.    Can  you? 
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TO   M.   DUMAS 

Passt,  z6  August,  1781. 

Dear  Sir: — ^We  have  news  here  that  your  fleet 
has  behaved  bravely.  I  congratulate  you  on  it  most 
cordially. 

I  have  just  received  a  14,  5,  3,  10,  28,  2,  76,  203, 
66,  II,  12,  273,  so,  14,  joining  76,  5,  42,  45,  16,  15, 
424,  23s,  19,  20,  69,  580,  II,  150,  27,  56,  35,  104, 
652,  20,  67s,  85,  79,  so,  63,  44,  22,  219,  17,  60,  29, 
i47»  136,  41,  but  this  is  not  likely  to  afford  202,  55, 
580,  10,  227,  613,  176,  373,  309,  4,  108,  40,  19,  97, 
309*  i7>  35f  9o»  201,  100,  677.' 

By  our  last  advices  our  affairs  were  in  a  pretty 
good  train.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  have  advice  of  the 
expulsion  of  the  English  from  Virginia. 

I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 

htunble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO  MR.  HENRT  WILD,  SCHOOLMASTER,  AT  HATHERLOW 

NEAR  MANCHESTER 

31  March,  1789. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  i8th  instant.  I 
omitted  answering  your  former,  being  informed  that 
your  bill  had  not  been  honored,  whence  I  conceived 
that  you  had  imposed  on  me.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  it  is  otherwise.  Since  you  were  here  I  have  re- 
ceived notice  that  no  more  such  passports  are  to  be 
granted,  the  traders  having  abused  them.    So  that  I 

'The  State  Department  has  no  key  to  the  cipher  here  used  by 
. — Editor. 
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mtist  renew  my  first  advice  to  you  and  your  friends, 
not  to  attempt  the  voyage  till  a  peace,  which,  by  the 
good  disposition  that  has  lately  appeared  in  your 
Parliament,  I  hope  is  not  far  off.  You  would,  in  my 
opinion,  hazard  too  much,  and  act  imprudently  by 
going  sooner.  When  you  do  go,  you  may  depend 
on  my  doing  you  every  service  in  my  power,  being 
really  a  friend  and  well-wisher  to  all  honest,  industri- 
ous people,  and  desirous  of  promoting  their  happiness. 


FROM  RICHARD  PRICB 

Nbwinoton  Grbbn,  5  November,  z  785. 

Dear  Friend: — I  heard  a  few  days  ago  with 
particular  pleasure  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  of  the  joy  with  which  you  were  received 
there.  We  had  been  alarmed  here  by  accounts  in 
the  public  papers  of  your  being  taken  by  an  Algerine 
pirate,  and  carried  into  slavery.  I  was  so  foolish  as  to 
believe  this  account  when  I  first  read  it;  but  a  little 
inquiry  and  consideration  soon  convinced  me  that 
the  distress  it  gave  me  was  groundless.  May  you 
still  live  to  be  happy  in  the  respect  and  gratitude  of 
your  coimtry,  and  to  bless  it  by  your  counsel.  It  was 
a  mortification  to  me  that  I  could  not  make  one  of 
the  friends  who  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you 
at  Southampton.  I  return  you  many  thanks  for 
the  kind  lines  you  sent  me  from  thence.  They 
gave  me  great  pleasure. 

I  received  some  time  ago  from  Mr.  Vaughan  a 
diploma,  constituting  me  a  member  of  the  Philo- 
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sophical  Society  at  Philadelphia.  Will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  convey  to  the  President  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  in  whatever  manner  you  may 
think  proper,  my  very  grateful  acknowledgments? 
I  cannot  but  be  impressed  by  the  honors  they  have 
done  me,  and  I  hope  they  will  accept  my  wishes  of 
their  increasing  credit  and  prosperity,  to  which, 
were  it  in  my  power,  I  should  be  glad  to  contribute. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  hostile  aspect  of  affairs  between 
this  country  and  yours.  The  general  cry  during  the 
war  was,  that  the  colonies  were  too  important  to  be 
given  up,  and  that  our  essential  interests  depended 
on  keeping  them.  It  seems  now  to  be  discovered 
among  tis,  that  they  are  of  no  use  to  us;  and  the 
issue  may  be  that  we  shall  lose  the  trade  and  friend- 
ship of  an  increasing  world,  and  throw  it  into  the 
scale  of  France.  Otir  restraints,  however,  will  do 
no  good  to  the  United  States,  should  their  effect  be 
to  oblige  them  to  strengthen  their  federal  govern- 
ment, to  check  their  rage  for  trade,  and  to  render 
them  more  independent,  by  causing  them  to  find  all 
they  want  within  themselves. 

Should  you  happen  to  see  Mr.  Vaughan,  or  any 
of  his  family,  deliver  my  kind  compliments  to  them. 
With  every  respectful  sentiment,  the  most  affec- 
tionate regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

Richard  Price. 
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To  Richard  Oliver,  Esq.,  March  14,  1779 

A  passport. 
To  Jonathan  Williams,  March  16,  1779 
Examination  of  Williams's  accounts. 

To  M.  Joshua  Johnson,  March  17,  1779 

About  an  exemption  from  duties. 
To  Montaudoin,  March  17,  1779    .        .        .        . 

To  M.  Dumas,  March  18,  1779       .        .        .        . 

Loan  in  Holland — Return  of  Mr.  Adams — ^Arthur  Lee. 
To  Jonathan  Williams,  March  19,  1779 

His  accounts  and  Arthur  Lee. 
To  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  March,  22,  1779 

On  the  method  of  harassing  England  by  sea. 
To  Arthur  Lee,  March  27,  1779      .         .        •        • 

Mr.  Williams's  accounts. 
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To  Arthur  hee,  March  27,  1779     . 

More  difiiciilties  and  discontent. 
To Sayre,  March  31,  1779 

Disposition  of  the  Swedish  court — Unantmity  of  the  oolooists 
lor  independence — Depreciation  of  the  currency. 
To  William  Lee,  April  3,  1779 

SuppUes  of  arms. 
To  John  Adams,  April  3,  1779 
To  Joshtia  Johnson,  April  8,  1779 
To  Jonathan  Williams,  April  8,  1779     . 
To  John  Adams,  April  31,  1779     . 

About  relief  of  the  prisoners  in  England. 
To  John  Quincy  Adams,  April  31,  1779 
To  John  Adams,  Esq.,  April  34,  1779    . 
Memorial  of  Arthur  Lee,  May  i,  1779 

To Lloyd,  May  4.  1779 

Good  news  from  Holland. 

To  the  Marine  Committee  of  Congress,  June  3»  1779 

To  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Jtme  3,  1779 

Chevalier  de  la  Lucerne — Sending  artisans  to  America. 
To  Francis  Hopkinson,  June  4,  1779 
To  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 

June  4,  1779 

Lafayette— Chevalier  de  Ramondis — Chevalier  de  la  Luaeme. 

To  John  Jay,  Jtme  9»  ^779     • 

The  lack  of  hard  money  for  taking  Canada. 
To  Mr.  Bache  (his  son-in-law),  June  9,  1779 
To   Messrs.   J.    Rocquette,   I.    Elsvier,   and   Brothers 

Rocquette,  June  13,  1779 

As  to  the  value  of  United  States  notes. 
To  M.  Ar.  Gillon,  July  S,  1779 
To  Jonathan  Williams,  July  8,  1779 
To  Jonathan  Williams    .... 
To  M.  Dubourg,  August  13,  1779 
To  Mr.  Digges,  August  20,  1779     . 

Captain  Conyngham. 
To  Mr.  Charles  Epp.  August  27,  1779    . 

Reasons  for  not  going  to  America. 
To  Mr.  Schweighauser,  September  17,  1779 
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To  Ur.  Nesbit,  September  29,  1779        .        .        •        .123 

Captain  Conyngham's  imprisonment. 
To  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  September  30,  1779      .        .        .     125 

To  the  Marqtiis  de  Lafayette,  October  z,  1779       .        .     126 

On  copper  coinage  in  the  United  States. 
To  Honorable  Captain  Landais,  October  15,  1779  142 

To   Honorable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 

the  Eastern  Department,  Boston,  Oct.  17,  1779  143 

The  American  squadron's  achievements  tmder  Paul  Jones — 
Prises  taken. 

To Austin,  October  20,  1779       ....     149 

To  the  Commercial  Conmiittee  of  Congress,  Philadel- 
phia, October  21,  1779 150 

Caution  not  to  draw  on  the  ministers  without  authority. 
To  Mr.  Holker,  October  28,  1779  ....     155 

To  Messrs.  Fizeaux  and  Grand,  October  29,  1779  .     155 

To  Captain  Conyngham,  November  22,  1779  .        .     159 

From  Captain  Conyngham,  December  22,  1779     .        .     164 
To  Joshua  Johnson,  December  29,  1779  .        .     166 

To  William  Strahan,  Jantiary  24,  1780  .        .        .     x68 

To  M.  de  Sartine,  February  13,  1780     ....     177 

American  prisoners  in  England — Urging  an  exchange  for  Eng- 
lish prisoners  brought  into  Prance. 

To  Col.  Fleury,  February  26,  1780         .        .        .         .181 
Touching  the  extension  of  the  fuiiough. 

To  Louis  XVL,  March,  1780 183 

Asks  for  a  vessel  to  transport  clothing  for  1,500  soldiers  to 
America. 

To  M.  de  Sartine,  March  20,  1780  ....     215 

Declines  to  ask  Congress  to  erase  Capt.  Landais  from  the  fist 
of  naval  officers — Refers  him  to  a  court-martial  in  America. 
To  the  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  May  16,  1780     .        .        .     224 

Relating  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 
To  the  Officers  of  the  Admiralty  of  Vannes,  May  18, 

1780 227 

To  MM.  de  Neufville  &  Son,  Jtme  6,  1780      .  240 

To  Captain  Landais,  Jtme  7,  1780  ....     245 

To   Lieutenant  James   Degge,   of  the  Ship  Alliance, 
and  Others,  June  7,  1780  ...     246 

Prize-money  disputes — Captain  Landais 's  caprices. 
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To  Mr.  Wharton,  June  17,  1780 253 

To  Commodore  Jones,  Jtme  17,  1780     ....     259 
Withdraws  order  to  receive  Arthur  Lee  on  board  fab  ship  as 


262 
263 


To  M.  Van  der  Ouder  Metden,  June  22,  1780 

Proposal  for  a  shipping  company  for  the  American  trade. 

To  M.  de  Rayneval,  June  24,  1780         .... 
In  reference  to  a  proposal  to  land  4,000  troops  in  the  west  of 

England. 

To  Mr.  Digges,  June  25,  1780 

Declines  to  receive  a  medal  from  Congress  if  procured  by 

solicitation — ^Declines  to  sit  for  his  portrait — Provisions  for 

American  prisoners  in  England — ^Blr.  Hartley's  efforts  for  peace. 

To  Jonathan  Williams,  June  27,  1780    . 

Plagued  almost  to  death  with  the  passions,  vagaries,  ill- 
faumoTB,  and  madnesses  of  other  people. 
Td  Commodore  Jones,  July  5,  1780 

How  to  become  a  great  captain. 
To  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  August  3,  1780 

The  indiscretion  of  Mr.  Adams. 
To  Mr.  Schweighauser,  August  10,  1780 

Debts  improperly  contracted  by  Landais. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West,  August  16,  1780 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  September  7,  1780  . 

Proposes  that  the  consular  convention  with  France  be 
tiated  in  the  United  States. 
Mdmoire  de  M.  Franklin,  September  26,  1780 

Enclosing  financial  statement. 
To  John  Adams,  October  2,  1780 

Prospects  at  home. 
To  John  Adams,  October  8,  1780 

Ajixiety  about  Mr.  Laurens — Straitened  for  money — Suggests 
that  Mr.  Adams  write  the  Coimt  de  Vergennes  a  letter  to  efface 
impleasant  impressions. 

To  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  November  22,  1780 

De  Chaumont's  claims — ^Wishes  no  more  drafts  drawn  by 

Congress  without  ftmds  sent  to  meet  them. 

Extract  from  the  Instructions  to  B.  Franklin,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary,  November  28,  1780     . 

To  Mr.  Searle,  November  30,  1780         •        .        •         . 
Arnold's  treason. 
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To  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  December  a,  1780         .        ,        .    338 

Governor  Hancock — ^The  insanity  of  T#an<1ai8  and  Lee. 
To  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams,  December  27,  1780      .        .    344 

De  Chaumont's  embarrassments — A  caution. 

Fragment  of  a  Diary 345 

Prom    Samuel    Huntington,    President    of    Congress, 

January  i,  1781 356 

Instructions  to  procure  a  further  loan. 
To  Miss  Georgiana  Shipley 367 

Coldness  of  nights  on  the  desert — Pleasant  reminisoenoes  of 
Vwyford — Her  picture  of  its  inhabitants — Part  of  Journal, 
1780-1781. 

From  Francis  Dana,  April  6,  1781  .        .        .        .    395 

To  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  May  14,  1781  •        .    4x1 

Expedition  against  Arnold — British  policy— Colonel  Laurens. 

To  William  Jackson,  July  10,  1781  ....  445 
His  impudence  rebuked. 

VOLUME  IX 
1781-1782 

To  Charles  W.  F.  Dumas,  August  10,  1781    .        •        •      x8 
To  John  Adams,  November  26,  1781     .        .        ,        -49 

Capitulation  of  Comwallis — General  Greene. 
To  William  Strahan,  December  4,  1781  ...      60 

Tully  on  Old  Age— Printing  in  Paris. 
To  Messrs.  Henry  Royle  and  others,  January  4,  1782       83 

Advice  about  emigrating  to  the  United  States. 
To  Robert  Morris,  January  9,  1782        .        .        .        ♦     100 

Another  warning  against  after-dap  demands. 
To  William  Carmichael,  Jantiary  23,  1782  •        .     114 

Money  difficulties — ^John  Jay — Spanish  ink — Lafayette. 
To  Robert  Morris,  January  28,  1782      .        .        .        •     125 

Lafayette's  pressure  for  a  new  loan. 
To  John  Adams,  February  12,  1782       ....     130 
To  Mr.  Barclay,  February  12,  1782        ....     131 

New  drafts  and  new  embarrassments. 
To  Robert  Morris,  March  4,  1782  .        .        •        •     143 

A  new  loan  of  six  milfions— GiUon — Captain  Barry. 
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T6  Robert  Morris,  March  9,  1783  ....     155 

Great  affain  and  great  men  sometlnies  influenced  by  small 

matters — ^The  sense  of  the  Bn^^ish  nattoo  against  oontinuing  the 

war — ^The  king's  obstinacy. 

To  M.  de  Rayneval,  March  a  a,  1782      ...         .     x6i 

To  Jonathan  Williams,  March  33,  1782  .         .     x6i 

To  Robert  Morris,  March  30,  1783  ....  z66 
SuppUes  for  the  army — Change  of  sentiment  In  England — 

Silas  Deane's  letters  and  accounts. 

To  William  Hodgson,  March  31,  1783 

To  M.  l'Abb<  de  St.  Favre,  March  31,  1783 

An  impostor  that  was  worse  than  a  simple  thiel 
To  Madam  Greene,  April  7,  178a 
To  David  Hartley,  April  14,  1783 

To  M.  Dumas,  May  3,  1783 

English  barbarities. 
To  Miss  Alexander,  Jtme,  1783 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  July  18,  1783 
Certificate   of   Conyngham's   Conmiission, 

1783 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  August  34,  1783 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  September  8,  1783 
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VOLUME  X 
1 783-1 784 

To  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  November  15,  1783  •  •  33 
To  M.  Dimias,  February  17,  1783  ....  83 
To  Coomt  de  Vergennes,  March  9,  1783  ...  90 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  March  16,  1783  ...  91 
To  John  Dickinson,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, March  33,  1783  98 

Introducing  Mr.  Penn — Legislation  in  regard  to  the  Penn 
Estate. 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  May  4,  1783  .  .  .  .111 
To  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  May  5,  1783  .  .  .  .113 
To  Dr.  Ingenhousz,  May  16,  1783  ....     115 

Consent  to  the  dedication  of  a  book  to  him — ^Tired  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  V . — ^Mr.  Wharton — ^Advice  to  Vienna 

merchants. 
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To  Count  de  Vergennes,  May  23,  1783 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  Jtine  3,  1783 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  July  14,  1783 

Communicates  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  ad. 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  July  24,  1783 
From  Benjamin  Vaughan,  August  8,  1783     . 

Introducing  Dugald  Stewart. 

Wm.  Temple  Franklin  to  M.  de  Rayneval,  August 

IS.  1783 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  August  16,  1783 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  August  34,  1783 

Wm.  Temple  Franklin  to  M.  de  Rayneval,  August 

25.  17S3 

To  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  August  30,  1783 

To  Elias  Boudinot,  President  of  Congress,  September 
10,  1783 

To  Dr.  Price  (probably),  September  16,  1783 

Balloons — A  jocular  paper  in  ridicule  of  a  prize  question  given 

out  by  the  Belgium  Academy  of  Science. 

To  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  October  8,  1783 
To  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  November  ai,  1783 
To  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  December  i,  1783 
To  Mr.  Laurens,  December  6,  1783 
A  question  of  handwriting — Balloons. 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  December  6,  1783    . 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  December  15,  1783 
To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  December  26,  1783 
To  Mrs.  Hewson,  December  a6,  1783 

His  grandson — French  grammars. 
Baynes's  Journal  of  Conversations  with  Franklin 

To  Count  de  Vergennes,  January  13,  1784     • 

"A  certain  Schaffer." 
To ,  January  25,  1784  .         .        •        . 

In  reference  to  farming  in  the  United  States. 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  February  26,  1784 
To  Cotmt  de  Vergennes,  March  5,  1784 

To  Henry  Laurens,  March  12,  1784 

Continental  drafts — Kicking  the  hedgehog. 
To  Paul  Jones,  March  23,  1784      .        .        •        • 
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Impolicy  of  War  .... 

To  Henry  Laurens,  April  39,  1784 
To  Count  de  Vergennes,  llay  31,  1784 
To  M.  St.  Jean  de  Crftvecorar 

Project  <d  a  Hue  of  packets  bctweea  France 
Vhe  division  of  the  ships  into  water«ti(^t  com] 
of  the  Gulf  Stream. 

From  John  Adams,  July  19,  1784 

Impatient  at  the  neg&ect  of  him  by 
banish  pditacs  from  his  thou^its  and  bogin 
meats  in  phyncs. 

VOLUME  XI 
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'Propoaes  to 
a  come  c£  fiTptuHr 


1784-1788 

To  John  Jay,  February  8,  1785 

Effect  bi  Europe  of  the  miiiepieaentatiops  of  the  British 


Tb  Mr.  Francis  Childs,  Printer  at  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1785 8 

To  William  Strahan,  March  5,  1785  .         .10 

Unsettled  accounts  with  Hall— Value  of  a  oopyrigjlit  in  an 

estaUished  newspaper. 

Tb  Benjamin  Vaughan,  March  14,  1785         .         .        .      zx 

To  Jonathan  Williams,  April  13,  1785  ...      83 

Imprisonment  of  Jonas  HartweU — Refining  backwards  fxoai 

white  sugar  to  brown. 

To  John  Ingenhousz,  April  90,  1785       .        •         .         .      S4 

Invitation  to  accompany  Frankfin  to  America — ^Idle  atodes 
about  that  country — ^The  emperor  of  Germany. 
To  M.  Cadet  de  Vaux,  April  28,  1785    ....      30 

Beer  made  from  Indian  com. 
To  John  Ingenhousz,  April  99,  1785       .        .         .         .      jo 

Mr.  Penn's  mercenary  descendants. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache,  May  10,  1785  •         •         •      38 

Preparations  for  his  return. 
To  Edward  Bridgen,  July  4,  1785           .         .         .         .      7« 
To  Mr.  Limozin,  July  25,  1785       ...         ,         .83 
To  Mr.  Ruellan,  July  25,  1785 84 

Preparations  for  voyage. 
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To  Mr.  Holker,  July  2S»  ^7^5 ^S 

To  Thomas  Paine,  September  aj,  1785  .        •        •     aoi 

Reasons  for  entering  the  public  service — His  health. 
To  Francis  Childs,  October  i,  1785        ....     204 
To  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  January  24,  1786  221 

His  health — Chesterfield's  advice  to  his  son's  widow — Pocket 
complaints. 
To  Jonathan  Williams,  January  27,  1786       .  .     223 

To  Jonathan  Williams,  February  16,  1786     .        .        .     230 

Asking  for  his  account  of  the  temperature  of  the  water 
during  their  last  voyage — ^Though  old  not  insensible  to  reputa- 
tion. 
Printing  Types  Made  at  Passy,  February  25,  1786         .     236 

To  Mr.  Grand,  March  5,  1786 236 

The  emperor  and  the  Dutch — CagHostro — English  press — 
English  fictions — English  wishes  not  American  realities. 

To  Mr.  Grand,  March  30,  1786 241 

Hams  and  soap  to  distribute — Lalande's  History  of  All  the 
Navigable  Canals. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  March  20,  1786    ....     243 

To  General  Roberdeau,  March  23,  1786         .        .        .     245 

Declines  to  purchase  a  plantation. 
To  M.  I'Abb^  de  la  Roche,  April,  1786  .        .245 

The  Archbishop  of  Bordeaux  and  his  wooden  houses — The 
cardinal  bird  and  Madame  Helvetius — Her  eighteen  cats — ^The 
particle  on — Fickleness  of  popular  favor. 

To  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  April  8,  1786       ....     250 

Her  soap — Sally's  experiment. 
To  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  April  25,  1786      ....     251 

More  about  soap. 

To  M.  Le  Roy,  June  27,  1786 260 

To  John  Jay,  July  6,  1786 263 

Inviting  his  attention  to  Scotosh,  chief  of  the  W3rondots — 
Speeches  of  Scotosh  and  President  Washington's  replies. 

To  Noah  Webster,  July  9,  1786 267 

To  Mr.  Carey,  August  10,  1786 272 

Discotu^ges  the  publication  of  notes  of  his  early  life. 
To  John  Jay,  August  24,  1786 276 

Asks  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal — The  monument 
to  Montgomery — Wishes  Mr.  Jay  to  send  him  the  copy  of 
will  in  Mr.  Jay's  custody. 
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Tb  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  September  31,  1786  aSj 

Enlarging  bis  house — ^Advises  her  to  teach  his  graadaon  to 
make  her  soap. 

To  M.  de  Chaumont,  October  7,  1786    ....    284 

Approves  of  his  son's  fiancie. 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  Jr.,  November  25,  1786  •    291 

To ,  November  25,  1786      ....         •291 

Advice  not  to  publish. 

To  the  Captain  of  a  Spanish  Man-of-War,  December 
16,  1786 •    292 

Sends  aid  to  a  ship  at  sea. 

To  Nathaniel  Falconer,  December  16,  1786  .        .         .    293 

Instructions  to  go  to  the  lettef  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war 
at  sea. 

To  M.  Le  Veillard,  April  15,  1787  ....     306 

The  memoirs — ^Independence  not  complete  tin  debts  are  paid 
and  frontier  posts  deHveied  up— "Thou^^ts  Concerning  Ex- 
ecutive Justice  " — Pttper  money — ^House-building — ^Thomas 
Paine. 

To  the  Count  d'Estaing,  April  15,  1787  .        .         .    315 

Grant  of  land  to  FrankHn  by  the  State  of  Geoigia — ^Dupfi- 
cates — ^Thomas  Paine. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  19,  1787      ....    322 

The  insurrection  in  Massachusetts — Hancock — Bowdoin — 
Proposed  constitutional  convention. 

To  M.  Grand,  April  22,  1787 324 

Illness  and  death  of  Vergennes — ^President  of  Pennss^vanta 
votes  against  himself — ^An  old  man's  amusement. 

To  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  May  30,  1787       ....     336 
The  alterations  of  his  dwelling — His  library. 

Prom  Madame  Helvetius,  Jtily,  1787      .        .         .         .351 

To  Arthur  St.  Clair  and  Other  Delegates  in  Congress, 

September  20,  1787  355 

The  Shay  rebellion^Order  of  anest — Letter  to   Governor 

Clinton. 

To  Gaetano  Filangieri,  October  14,  1787        .         .         .  38S 

To  M.  Grand,  October  22,  1787 389 

Sending  a  copy  of  the  new  Constitution— Charles  Pinckney. 

To  M.  de  Chaumont,  October  22,  1787  .         .         ,  390 

To  Mrs.  Jane  Mecom,  December  11,  1787      .         .         .  393 

Declines  to  endorse  for  her  son — Sends  her  money. 
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To  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  December  i6,  1787  .    396 

A  Creek  Indian  war — Indian  wan  usually  provoked  by  the 
whites — ^The  New  England  system  of  township  recomnoended. 
To  St.  John  de  Cr&vecoeur,  February  16,  1788       .        .    405 
To  Mrs.  Colas,  April  la,  1788 417 

To  Madame  Brillon,  April  19,  1788        ....    417 

Personal  and  domestic  details. 
To  M.  Le  Veillard,  April  33,  1788  ....    419 
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IX.     74 

Lavoisibr,  Hadahb, 

S3  October, 

1788, 
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10  May,  1768, 
PuLTENEY,  William, 

30  March,         1778, 

Q 

QuiNCY,  Josiah, 

8  April,  1761, 

a6  February,    1775, 
15  April,  1776, 

22     —  '779. 

11  September,  1783, 


Ray,  Catherine, 

4  March,         1755, 
II  September,    — 

3  March.         1757, 

Rayneval,  M.  db, 

a4Tune,  1780, 

iiMardi,         1781, 

22    —  178a, 

Read,  Jambs, 

17  August.        1745, 
a  November,  1755, 

5  December,  1748, 
Reed,  Joseph, 

19  March,         1780, 


VoL 


VII. 

78 

— 

80 

85 

— 

176 

— 

347 

VIII. 

174 

IX. 

214 

III. 

206 

— 

208 

— 

426 

IV. 

439 

VII.  271 


III.  35a 

VI.  434 

VII.  12a 

VIII.  28 

X.  180 


'3  g 

169 

VIII.  263 

—  377 

—  r6x 

II.  128 

III.  91 

XII.  24a 

VIII.  209 

—  209 


Rhoades,  Samuel, 

a6june,  1770, 

Ritchie,  Juliana, 

19  January,  1777, 
Rittenhouse,  David, 

15  December,   1783, 
25  June.  1784, 

Roberts,  Hugh, 

16  September,  1758. 
a6  February,    1 76 1 , 

7  July.  1765, 

27  February,  1766, 
Robbrdbau,  General, 

a3  March,         1786,      XI.  245 


V.  193 

VII.  170 

X.  219 

—  343 

III.  239 

—  348 

IV.  161 

—  220 


Benja 

min 

Franklin 

V(d. 

EWs- 

Vol. 

Roche.  Abb4  db 

la, 

Shrlburnb,  Earl  op. 

'779. 

VII. 

398 

aa  Mareh.          178a. 

IX. 

April, 
ao  November, 

1786. 

XI. 

400 

18  April,             — 

z 

Rochefoucauld 

Duke  db  la. 

.a  July.              - 

IS  April, 

1787. 

XL 

313 

Shipley,  Catherine  Louisa 

3]  Ortober, 

iJflS. 

443 

ay  April,           1789, 

xu. 

RoNAVHE,  Thomas, 

Sriplby,  Gbobgiana, 

»o  April, 

1766. 

IV. 

135 

a6  September,  177a, 
S  October,       1780, 

V. 

ROSENCRONE, M 

VIII. 

13  April. 

Ross.  JOHN, 

1783. 

X. 

ij8i; 

Shipley,  Jonathan, 

13  December, 

i;S: 

IV. 

336 

a4june,             1771. 
10     —               178a. 

V. 

14  May, 

44a 

IX. 

»6  April, 

•S: 

VII. 

«97 

17  March,          1783, 
94  February,    1786, 

X. 

vin. 

aig 

XI. 

RoTLE,  Hbssbs. 

Hbnb 

Shirlbt,  William, 

Othebb, 

17  December,  1754, 

III. 

R„.V"ra.. 

178a. 

IX. 

83 

aa     —                — 

as  July, 

'78s. 

XI. 

84 

83  October.      1753. 
Sloane,  Sir  Hans, 

Rush.  Bemjahim 
14  My. 
March. 

\jsl'. 

VI. 

177 

a  June,            1735, 

I. 

XI. 

a4a 

Small,  Albxandeb, 

RUSTON,  Thoma 

laMay.              1760, 

in. 

Q  October, 

ij8o. 

VIII. 

308 

aajuly.             1780. 
i^February,    1787. 

VIII. 

Rtbot.  Mr., 

XI. 

9  April. 

1777. 

VII. 

ao7 

a8  September,    — 
19  February,    1789. 

XII. 

S 

S  November,    — 
Smith,  William. 

— 

St.  Clair.  Aktbub,  and  Othbbs, 

..April.           ,„3, 

II. 

ao  September, 

'787. 

XI. 

355 

Sf.  Favre.M.  l' 

Xbb£ 

DB. 

57  No-rember,    — 

m. 

31  March, 

178a. 

IX. 

'75 

SouLAViH,  Abb6. 

Sabgent,  John, 

3»  September.  178a, 

X. 

37  January. 

"783. 

X. 

80 

Stadbl,  Mr.. 

Sartinb,  M.  Ofi, 

no  October        1779. 

VIII. 

13  February, 

1780, 

VIII. 

177 

Stanhope,  Lord, 

aS  March, 

'^ 

13  January.      1775, 

VII. 

a?  Jnne. 

Stevenson.  Marcaret, 

Saybe,  Mb., 

as  January,       1779, 
19  April,            178a. 

VII. 

31  March, 

iJ7g. 

VIII. 

19 

IX. 

ScHUTLEB,  Philip, 

Stevenson,  Mary, 

I.  March, 

1776. 

VII. 

iij 

4  May.            1759. 

III. 

>1  May. 

"3 

'7So, 

SCHWEIGHAUSER 

M.. 

16    —                — 

10  August. 

.7S0, 

VIII. 

a88 

13  September.    — 

Sb*blh,  Mr.. 

30  November. 

nio. 

VIII 

335 

30  March.         1761, 

Sears  and  Smith,  Messrs., 

59  Octob^,        - 

4  August. 
Sharp.  Ghanvil 

"784. 

X 

3«3 

10  August,          — 

XII. 

8  March.         176a, 

III. 

sJ«iy. 

"i^/SS. 

XI 

77 

a93 
386 


—        —     i5S 


4i6 

Stbvbnsok,  Mart, 
7  June,  176a, 

IX  Aus^ust,         — 
as  March, 
xo  Tune, 

X4  Maxidi,         1764, 
x7June,  X767, 

X4  September,    — 
October,      '"^^ 
«7  June, 

2  September, 

a  9  January, 

31  May, 
Stilbs,  Ezra, 

X3  January, 

9  March, 

Stirling,  Lord, 

3  November, 
37  March,         177^1 

Strahan,  William, 
xojuly.  X743, 

X4  April, 
XX  December, 
aa     — 
92  May, 
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22  May,     1746, 
95  September,  — 
X  January,   1747. 

29  Jj^y.  — 

a8  November,    — 
19  October,      X748, 
93  November,    — 

Ark    A«\m1  viv^A 


I7£ 

"53 


99  April, 

3  Jyiy. 

93  October, 

4Pebraary, 

a  June, 
a8    — 
X9  July. 

9  May, 
a  7  October, 
18  April, 

7  October,      X755, 
37  November,    — 

a  July,     X756. 
27  —       — 

31  December,  — 
I  January,   1757, 

31-       — 
X4  Jtme, 

ao  July,      — 
23  —       -. 

93  August,    — 


7a. 
90, 

72. 


43. 
44. 
45. 


VoL 

III.  409 

—  4aa 

—  449 

—  996 


V. 


70,   — 


46.   — 


49.   — 


50. 


X.   — 


54.   — 


6a,   — 
III. 


3" 
44 
91 
99 

"I 
X76 

183 


V.  394 
XII.  X83 

V.  3«4 
VII.  xai 

XII.  937 

—  938 

—  a3X 

—  333 

^33 

233 

a34 

235 
336 

337 

938 

239 
341 

243 
347 

348 

349 

350 

353 

*F 

301 
36a 

a65 
367 
a69 
371 
373 

273 

a74 

375 

283 
430 

431 

435 


Strahan,  William, 
a  December,  X769, 
93  February,    1763, 
38  March.  — 


38  March, 
3  June, 
xo     


98   —  — 

8  August,  — 
99  September,  — 
19  December,  — 
30  March,         X764, 

X  May, 


sptember,   — 
34    — 


35  June, 
X  Se] 

34    —  — 

39  November,  X769, 
X7    --  177X, 

5  July.  X77S. 

34Tanuarv,      X780, 

4  December,  X78X, 
x6  February,  X784, 
19  August,         — 

5  March,         1785, 

T 


VoL 

III.  4s8 
xFl.  9I5 

in.  454 

—  45S 
XII.  387 

—  389 

IV.  5 
XII.  990 

IV.      7 

—  9 

—  13 
XII.  395 

IV.  15 

V.  xa9 

—  370 
VII.  7? 

VIII.  x68 

IX.     60 

X.  385 

—  410 
XI.     xo 


Tavarbz,  M.  db, 

4  January,      1778,     XII. 
Thompson,  Captain,  and  C. 

HiNMAN, 

35  November,  X777, 
Thompson,  Mrs., 

8  February,    1777, 
Thomson,  Charlbs, 

XI  July,  X765, 

97  February,    1766, 

37  September,    — 

5  February,    X775, 


339 


VII.  331 
VII.  x83 


IV. 


9  March,         1784, 

31     —  — 

x6  April,  — 

X3  May,  -— 

14  June,  — 

16  October,        — 

XX  November,    — 

xoMay,  1785, 

x8june,  1786, 

6  July.  — 
97  January,      X787, 
39  November,  X788, 

Timothy,  Pbtbr, 
3  November,  1779, 

7  September,  X775, 
Thornton,  Mr., 

1777. 


VI. 
X. 


XI. 


XII. 

V. 
VI. 


x63 

333 

340 

433 
390 

398 

304 
339 

33* 

438 

40 
358 
363 

399 
19 

3«7 
351 


VII.  333 


Benjamin  Franklin 


Todd  Ahthont, 
16  January,      1764, 
1  September,    — 
6  November,    — 
99  October,       1769, 
TowNSHENO,  Thomas, 
4  November,  1781, 
Tbicouie.  Bishop  oi>, 
"  April,  1777. 

TUCKBH,  JOSIAH, 

la  February,    1774, 

aft    —  — 

TuKGOT,  Harquis  db, 

1  Uay.  1781, 


Vaubran,  Bbnjauin, 
g  November,  1779, 


XII.  19* 


VI.  169 

—  971 

—  373 


■  784. 


VIII.  IS* 
IX.  38. 
X.  188 


178s.      XI. 


39  April, 

7  September, 

14  March, 
»i  April,  — 
a4  Jwly.  — 
31     —              1786, 
34  October,       17S8, 

3  lone,  1789, 

a  November,  — 
Vaugban.  William. 

9  December,  1788, 
Vaux.  M.  Cadbt  db. 

a8  April,  1785, 

Vkillard,  H.  lb, 

6  March,  1786, 

15  April,  1787, 
17  Pebnjary,  1788, 
>a  April,  —        —    4 

STtwe,              —  —    4 

34  October,        —  XII. 

S  September,  1789,  —     i 

13  November,    —  —     1 
Vbbcbnhbs,  Count  db, 

33  December,    1776,  VII.   1 

34  April,             1778,  —     a 

35  February,    1779,  —    4 

—      —  —  —      4 

36  September,    —     VIII.  1 


XI.  338 
—    306 


Vol  Vim. 
VBROBtnrBB.  CoUKT  dm, 

16  May,  1780,   VIII.  a>4 

10  July,              —        —  373 

3  August,          —        —  177 

7  September,    —        —  393 

39  November,    —        —  330 

13  February,    1781,      —  371 

6  March,           —        —  374 


•78». 


8  Tanuai 

9  March 

4  Hay, 


3  June. 

14  July. 
34   — 

16  August, 
94    — 
6  December, 


IX. 


18  July, 

34        

8  August,  —        — 

34    — 

8  September, 
1 5  November, 
39    — 

6  December, 


388 

390 

39* 

—         —     416 


—  —       34 


_         _       50 


—  —      3l8 

17  January,      17S4,  —    169 

36  February,      —  —    387 

S  March,           —  —    390 

31  May,              —  —    33* 

3  September,    —  —    430 

3  May.  178s,  XI.  3S 
ViKV,  Tbohas, 

4  May,  1779.  VIII.     S9 

W 

Walter,  John, 

17  April.  1784,  X.  30s 
Washimgton,  Gbobgb, 

10  August,        i7SC>  in.  143 

33  July,             1776.  VII.  136 

1777.  —     >*• 

13  June,            1777,  VII.  331 


4i8 
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176 
184 

x88 

13s 
137 


Vol.   IHise. 

Washington,  Gborob, 

4  September,  1777,    VII.  224 

5  March,         1780,  VIII.  193 
a  April,  1782,      IX. 

20  September,  1785,      XI. 

1789.    XII. 

16  September,    —        — 
Watbrhousb,  Bbnjamin, 

18  January,      1781,  VIII.  364 
Wbbb,  Bbnjamin, 

22  April,  1784,        X.  308 

Wbbstbr,  Noah, 

18  June,  1786,      XI.  259 

9Jjily.  —         —     a67 

26  December,   1789,    XII.  z66 
Wbbms  and  Gant,  Mbssrs., 

18  July.  1784.        X.  367 
Wbissbnstbin,  Charlbs  db, 

1  July.  1778,     VII.  311 
Wbndorp,  Mbssrs.  D.,  and 

Othbrs, 
8  June,  1781,  VIII.  428 

Wbst,  Mr.  and  Mrs., 

16  August,        1780,  VIII.  293 
Wharton,  Thomas, 

20  February,    1768,      IV.  400 
i7jtme,  1780,  VIII.  253 

Whatlbt,  Gborgb, 

21  August,        1784, 

19  May,     1785, 

18  —      1787. 
Whitbpibld,  Gborob, 

6  July,     1749. 

2  —      1756, 

19  June,     1764, 
Whitbpord,  Mr., 

1762, 


X.  416 

XI.  43 

—  43 

—  331 

II.  266 

III.  139 

IV.  12 


III.  429 


Williams,  Jonatham, 
13  April,  1763, 

24  May,  1764, 
3  November,    — 

28  April,  1766, 

6  Tune,  1770, 

5  March,  1771, 

3  November,  1772, 

7  J^y.         1773. 

13  April,  1785, 

19  Blay,  — 

27  January,  1786, 
Williams,  Jonathan, 

22  December,  1777, 
13  February,  1779, 
x6  March,  — 

19    —  — 

8  April,  — 

8  July,  — 

27  June,  1780, 

27  December,  — 

23  March.  1782, 
X  6  February,  x  7  86, 

Williams,  Mrs., 

5  March,         1771, 

Winthrop,  John, 

2  July,  1768, 

IX  March,  i7<^9» 

25Tuly.  1773, 

xMay,  X777, 

Woodward,  Dban, 

10  April,  1773, 

Wright,  John. 

4  October,      1789, 
Wright,  Patibncb, 

4  May  X779, 

Wright,  Thomas,  Jr., 

25  November,  1786, 


Vol. 

ni.  453 

IV.  li 

—  228 
V.  i8s 

—  237 

—  384 
VI.  172 
XI.  23 

—  41 

—   2»3 

XII.  338 

VII.  433 
VIII.   4 

—  10 

—  «4 

—  Ill 

—  113 

—  267 

—  341 
IX.  X64 
XI.  230 

V.  238 

V.   6 

—  66 
VI.  188 

VII.  216 

VI.  106 

XII.  149 

VIII.  60 

XL  291 


No.  II 


LETTERS  TO  PUBLIC  BODIES  AND  UNKNOWN  PERSONS 

Vol.    Fkge. 

n.  3^ 

in.  121 


To  a  Friend  in  Boston 

To  a  Friend 

To  the  Speaker  and  Conmiittee  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Assembly 
To  the  Printer  of  the  London  Chron^ 

icls 
To  Rev.  M- 


25  December,  1750, 
25  January,      1756, 


10  June, 
30  March, 


1758,         III.    227 

1760,      —    342 
1762,    XIL  281 


Benjamin  Franklin  419 

To 9  February,    1763, 

To 9  May,              — 

To  the  Editor  of  a  Newspaper  .  20  May,            1765, 

To  a  Friend 6  January,      1766, 

To  the  Printer  of  the  London  Ckron^ 

icle a4  November,  1767, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Chronr 

icle 9  January,      1768, 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 

in  Pennsylvania    .        .                 -13  March,  — 

To  the  Same 16  April,             — 

On  the  Laboring  Poor       ...  —               — 

To  a  Friend 28  November,    — 

To  the  London  Chronicle  ...  9  May,             1769, 
To  the  Conmiittee  of  Merchants  in 

Philadelphia          ....  9J^y»               — 

To  a  Friend  in  America    .         .         .  18  March,         1770, 
To  the  Conmiittee  of  Correspondence 

in  Massachusetts  .                  .         '  15  May,             i77if 

To  the  Same 13  January,      177a, 

On  Toleration  in  Old  England  and 

New  England        ....  3  Tune,              — 
To  an  Engraver        ....  3  November,  1773, 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser         2$  December,     — 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser         i774t 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser         — 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser         — 

To  a  Friend  in  England    ...  3  October,       1775, 
To  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  27  May,             1776, 
To  the  Committee  of  Secret  Corre- 
spondence       8  December,     — 

To  the  Same 4jantiary,      1777, 

To  a  Friend — 

To  the  Porttiguese  Ambassador  a 6  April,             — 

To  a  Friend 14  October,        — 

To  a  Friend 12  March,          1778, 

To  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland .  10  April,             — 

To  an  Engraver  in  Paris  .                  .24  Time  — 

To  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  15  January,      1779, 

To  the  Same 26  May,               — 

To I  Jtme.              — 

To  the  Marine  Committee  of  Con- 
gress     ......  2     —                — 

To   the    Honorable   the   Council   of 

Massachusetts  Bay        ...  4     —                — 
To  the  Honorable  tlie  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  for  the  Eastern  De- 
partment         17  October,        — 

To  a  Friend  in  America    ...  25     —                — 
To  the  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  at 

Cherbourg 16  May,            1780,      —    aaa 


VoL 
III. 
XII. 

IV. 

a86 
140 
z66 

— 

3«4 

— 

377 

1  <i  1  1  1 

414 

427 

430 

47 

77 

— 

9« 
179 

— 

244 
277 

VI. 

313 
231 

— 

404 

— 

3" 

— 

321 

vn. 

322 
86 

— 

125 

— 

156 
168 

— 

218 

— 

21X 

iaii. 

230 
262 
286 
308 
421 
69 
86 

— 

91 

— 

X04 

— 

143 

i 


4^o  The  Works  of 

T6  the  Officers  of  the  Adminlty  of 

Vaxmes x8  May,  1780, 

To  an  Agent  for  American  CndaerB  ao    —  — 

To  the  Board  of  Admiralty  .  17  March,  1781, 

To  a  Friend S  Majr,  178a, 

To  the  Grand  Master  of  Malta  6  April,  1783, 

To as  January,  1784, 

To — 

To  a  Friend  in  England    .  .  az  August,  — 

To aoTune,  1785, 

To as  November,  1786, 

To  the  Captain  of  a  Spanish  Man- 

of-War x6  December,  — 

To IS    —  1787. 

To  the  Governor  of  Georgia      .         .  16    —  — 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Evening  Herald^  — 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Pennsylvama 

GcuutU 30  March,  1788, 

To  the  Same  on  Sending  Felons  to 

America 1789* 

To  the  French  Biinister  of  Foreign 

Affairs ax  September,  — 

To  a  Friend 17  December,  — 

To 19  January,  1790, 

76  the  Editor  of  the  Federal  Gaeette .  23  March,  — 


VcO. 

VIII.  aa7 

—  ati 

—  38S 
IX.  209 

X.  loi 

—  271 

—  384 

—  418 
XI.  61 

—  991 

—  agi 

—  395 

—  396 

—  397 

—  413 
XII.  zoS 

—  138 

—  i6s 

—  x8a 

—  187 


No.  Ill 


LETTERS  TO  FRANKLIN 


VoL  Fkoe. 

Adams,  John, 

4  November,  1780, 

VIII.  320 

30    —                — 

—     333 

xo  April,           1781, 

-7     399 

4  October,        — 

IX.     33 

a6  March,          1782, 

—     163 

X3  June,              — 

—     222 

x6  April,              — 
2  B^y,               — 

■—     268 

—     273 

X3  September,  1783, 
x9Tuly,             X784, 
27  January,      1787, 

X.  184 

;:7x  370 

XL  298 

Argbnteau,  Count  db 

Mbrct, 

28  September,  1784, 

B 
Banks,  Sir  Josbph, 

X.  424 

X3  September,  1783, 

X.  XS9 

Vol. 
Barclay,  David, 

3  December,  X774,       VI.  445 
8    —  —        VIL     xo 

XI     —  —         —       10 

Bbrnstorpp,  R., 

8  March,  1780,  VIII.  X97 

Buchan,  Earl  op, 

x8  February,    178a,        X.     8» 
Buppon,  Count  de, 

x8July.  1787,      XL  343 

Burkb,  Edmund, 

28  February,    1782,      IX.  140 


Campom anbs.  Count  db, 

26  July,  1784,        X.  379 

24  May,  1787,       XL  334 
Carmichabl,  William, 

9J^y»     ^       1784.        X.  359 

25  September,    —         —    421 


Benjamin  Franklin 


Castubs,  H.  db. 

rojtily,  1785. 

CaoLMONHELBy,  Lord, 

II  March,  1781, 

Cocke.  William, 

15  June.  <J86, 

CONDORCBT,  M.    DB, 

5  July.  1788. 
CONVNGHAM,  Captain, 

23  December,   1775,  ' 
Cooper.  Samukl, 

6  November,  1770, 
JO  July,  1771, 
14  June,  1773, 

9  September,  1774, 
4laiiuary,  1779, 
33  May,  1780, 

5     —  »783. 

CouH.  Mathon  db  la, 

30JUI1I;,        1785. 

CRIOAN,  Cl-AUDHIS, 

7  June.  178s, 
Crocco,  Giacomo  p., 

isJily-  n^3- 

a$  November,    — 
CusHiNO,  Thou  AS, 
as  June.  1773, 

10  December,     — 


Dana.  Prancis, 

6  April.  1781.  VIII.  395 

Dartmouth  Bakl  op, 

IS  August.        1773,      VI.  40« 
Daschrofi'  Princess  op, 

4  November.  1789,    XII.  ija 
Dblfino,  Chevalier  db. 

6  April,  1781,      IX.  181 

DoDD,  William, 

sgjanuary,      1777,     VII.  177 

DUBOURG,  M., 

as  March,  1773,       VI.     95 

E 


PlLANGIBRl,  CBARLOTTB, 

J7  September.  1788.      XI.  4*' 
Fn-ANOiBRi,  Gabtako, 

34  October,       1785,      XI.  910 


PcrTHBRoiLL,  John, 

3  December,  1774, 

Pox,  Chablbs  Jambs, 

I  May.  1781, 

19  April,  1783, 

Franklin,  Dbborab, 

7  April.  1765, 

II  October,       1770, 

»9    —  1773. 

Pbamklim,  Josiah, 

36  May,  1730, 

Prank  LIN,  Sarah, 

30  October,       1773, 
Franklin,  William, 
1766, 
13  November,    — 


Vol.  Pam. 

VI.  445 

IX.  J84 

IV.  Tit 

V.  914 

VL  935 

I-  35 

VI.  336 

IV.  337 

—  375 


Gallowav,  Joseph, 
37  Pebniry,    1765, 
10  March,         1768, 
17  October,        — 

Grand,  Mr., 

9  September,  1786, 
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IX.  386 


Harrison,  Bbhjahim, 

a  7  My. 

1784, 

X. 

3SI 

Hartley,  David 

34  February, 

i77«. 

VII. 

"4 

93  April, 

1778, 

393 

33  January, 

'779. 

4>3 

13  April, 

VIII. 

3a 

94  January, 
31  March, 

178a, 

IX. 

118 

158 

.May. 

— 

— 

300 

3     — 

997 

'3    — 

309 

35     — 

3*7 

4  October, 

X. 

I  June. 

1784, 

33* 

Hartley.  W.  H 

«7«S. 

XI. 

i3« 

94  May. 

.783, 

IX. 
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Hblvbtius,  Madamb. 

July. 

1787. 

XI. 

351 

Hbrschbl,  William, 

18  February. 

1788, 

XI. 
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T— 

^^ 

L1TINO8TON,  ROBBKT  R„ 

» February,    177S. 

VIL 

63 

13  Febniuy,    178a 

IX. 

JO  Jane,            1776, 
16  August.          — 

'33 

"  f'y.           — 

139 

jAnpirt,          — 

10  September,    — 
HowB,  Mrs., 

— 

144 

jSfifr^-  •'!'■ 

X 

.jl^ebruaxy.      - 

VII. 

i? 

u 

4Huc^,           — 

7* 

HuuB.  David, 

Malta.  Guwd  Hasts 

ROF, 

10  May.             1J6J, 
17  February,    177a, 

in. 

40J 

a  I  June,            1783. 

k. 

V. 

335 

Harbois,  M.  DS, 

HUNTtHOTOH,  SaHUKI, 

I  January,      1781, 

VIIl. 

3S6 

VIII. 

XI. 

434 

MAeKEUVNE,  Nbtii-. 

3  Marx:h,          1788. 

XL 

J 

HoRBixBT.  AbbC  db, 

31  July.                 1787, 

XI. 

Jaceson.  Richakd, 

Morris,  Robert, 

=.7  June,            x,is. 

XI. 

68 

"Jjuly.            1781. 
S  December,      — 

IX. 

JAIIB8,  Abbl, 

I. 

17a 

30  September.  1784. 

X. 

Jay,  Tohm. 

a6  January,      r783. 

X. 

76 

N 

179 

a6  Decjember,     — 

333 

NlATB,  WiLLIAlI. 

13     —              1784, 

434 

34  December,  1774, 

VII. 

4  October.      178s, 

XI. 

aD4 

Jbvfbbson.  Thouas, 

0 

19  June.            1784. 

X. 

34* 

^7iiS(.5:"iW 

Oswald.  Richakd. 

XII. 

«74 

17  Apra,            178a, 

IX. 

L 

Lapaybttb.  Marquis  db, 

P 

39  August,        1779. 

VIII. 

iiS 

99  February,    1780, 

i8t 

Paine.  Thomas. 

JO    une.            178a. 

IX, 

357 

«Ju1y.             i7«7. 

XI. 

3    lily.              —(not*)— 

ill 

Percival,  Thouas. 

10  February.    1786, 

XI. 

33  May,             1783. 

XI. 

Laursks.  John. 

ij  October,       1786. 

9  June,            1781, 

VIII. 

419 

Pope's  Nuncio. 

LauVenb,  Hbmry. 

as  July,             i7«3. 

X. 

7  April.           1 781. 

IX. 

153 

PowxALL.  Thomas. 

37s 

1767. 

IV. 

17  May,             — 

301 

Price.  Richard. 

Lbe.  Arthur, 

6  April.            1784. 

X. 

II  February,    1779. 

VII. 

437 

ij  July.               — 

Lbttsox.  John  Coaiclby, 

3  tune.            178s, 
aS  September.  1787, 

XI. 

14  August.        1786, 

VI. 

=74 

Livingston.  Robert  R.. 

December.   1788, 

xTi. 

J4  October.       1781, 

IX. 

38 

PWBSTLEY,  JOSBPH. 

>6  November,     — 

it 

3  June,            i77». 
1  July.             — 

V. 

7  January.      178  j. 

— 

—  —    337 
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Ratnbval,  M.  db, 
I  a  April,  178a, 

aq  August,        1783, 
8  May.  1785. 

Rhoadbs,  Sahubl, 

3  May,  1 77 1,         V.   94 

Rochefoucauld,  Ducb  db  la, 

8Februai7,    1786,      XI.  31 

aaJuJy,  1788.      —    43 

Rose Nc RONS,  H., 

8  July,  1783,        X.  u 


Saussurb,  H.  db, 
»l  February,    1773. 
17  December,   1780, 
Sbvibr,  John, 

9  Apnl,  1787, 

Shblburhb,  Earl  or, 

0  April,  1783, 


.  VIII. 


Sbiplbt,  Catbbrinb  Louisa, 

2  August,        178s,      XI. 
34  December,    1788,     XII. 
StiirmY.  Georgiana, 

II  February.     i?77.     VII. 
6  May, 
Shiplbt,  Ji 
34  July, 
17  November, 

s  January. 
STAfiL,  Baron  e 

Stbvbnsom.  Hart, 

I  September,  1769,        V. 
Stiles,  Ezra, 

9  March,  1790,     XII. 

Strahan.  William. 

21  November,  1769,        V. 


178s, 

1788, 
'■783. 


TOCKBR,  JOSUH, 

ai  Pebnury,    1774.      VI.  170 
»4    —  —        —    a?" 


1 8  January, 
3'  , 


S  February,      — 

8  August,  — 

4  March,         1789, 
Vbillard,  M.  lb, 

9  October,       1785, 
Vbrgbnhre,  Count  db, 

as  April,  1778. 

30  Tune,  1780, 
36  November,    — 

SJnne,  1781, 

31  December,     — 

5  May,  1783, 
38  July,  — 

8  August,  — 

3  October,        — 

IS  December,     — 

3S     —  — 

18  January, 
sMay, 

33  May, 


^783,      - 
-(noU)- 

78s.    X 


Walpolb,  Thouas, 

16  March,  177s,    VII. 

Washihctok,  Gborcb, 

18  October,      178a,       X. 

35  September,  1785,      XI.  i 

36 


35     —              1789. 

XII. 

139 

Whatblt,  Gbokob, 

15  November,  1784, 

X. 

4>9 

WiNTHROP.  JOHM, 

4  March,         1773, 

VI. 

84 
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Gaucaktrsn,  Lord,  to  David  Hart- 
ley         a«  May,  1784.        X.  333 


DuRiTAL,  M.,  to  Mr.  Grand      .        .    30  August,  2786,  XI.  277 
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10    —  —  —    sSo 

P 

Franklin,    William    Tbmplb,    to 

Count  de  Versennes                        .28  May,  1783,  X.  iso 

to  M.  de  Kayneval                  •    15  August,  —  —    151 
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H 
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J 

Jbpfbrson,  Thomas,  to .    xi  October,  1786,  XL  364 

O 

Oswald,  Richard,    to    Lord   Shel- 

bume 9  June,  X78a.  IX.  341 
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Shblburnb,  Lord,  to  Richaid  Os- 
wald       91  May,  178a, 

21     —  — 

30 


30  June, 

13  Jtiiy. 


Strachby,  Mr.,  to  Thomas  Town- 

shend November,  1782, 

Strahan,  William,  to  Mrs.  Franklin,    13  December,  1757, 
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IX.  319 

—  330 

—  366 

—  3«S 
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III.  aoa 


WowNSHBND,   Thomas,   to  Richaid 

Oswald a6Jtily,  178a, 

I  September,    — 
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Vbrobnnbs,  Count  db,  to  M.  de  la 
Liiaeme 19  December,  178a, 
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GENERAL  INDEX 


Abridgment  of  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  method  of  preparing, 
etc.,  XL  78. 

Absorption,  in  htmian  body, 
whether  it  can  take  place 
simultaneotisly  with  perspira- 
tion, IL  1 1 5-1 20. 

Academy,  established  in  Phila- 
delphia and  opened,  I.  230.  Is 
moved  to  Wnitefield  building, 
incorporated  and  forms  fotmda- 
tion  of  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 240,  241.  Flourishing 
condition  of,  in  Philadelphia, 
I L  ^  5 1 .  Salaries  paid  to  teach- 
ers m,  35 1 .  Note  on  history  of, 
404.  Need  of  money  to  obtain 
rector  for,  IIL  3.  Assistance 
for,  from  proprietors,  4.  Ad- 
dress to  trustees  of,  VII.  370. 

Adams,  John,  his  remarks  on 
Fraxikhn's  letter  to  Governor 
Shirley  on  taxation  of  colonies, 
IIL  54,  note.      Is  appointed  a 


commissioner  to  France,  VII. 
287.  His  connection  with 
difficulty  about  accotmts  be- 
tween Lee  and  Williams,  VIIL 
16.  His  indiscreet  letter  to 
Vergennes,    270,    277.  His 

difficulty  with  Franklin  about 
behavior  to  French  court,  281, 
282.  His  trouble  about  Dutch 
loan,  399.  Is  instructed  by 
Franklin  in  method  of  making 
up  personal  account  for  Con- 
gress, 433.  Approves  of  com- 
mission tor  negotiating  peace, 
IX.  33.  His  account  of  private 
overtures  of  Lord  North  touch- 
ing peace,  163.  Believes  peace 
with  English  acknowledgment 
of  United  States  independence 
to  be  utterly  hopeless,  223.  His 
conversation  with  Henry  Lau- 
rens on  views  of  Lord  Shelbume 
and  other  British  ministers  in 
regard  to  peace,  269.  His  dis- 
courtesv  complained  of  by 
Cotmt  oe  Vergennes,  X.  52.  His 
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unjustifiable  suspicions  of  the 
0ood  faith  of  the  French  min- 
ister, IJ3.  His  letter  to  Frank- 
lin on  the  alleged  improper  con- 
duct of  the  latter  in  relation  to 
the  fisheries,  184. 
Advice  to  Young  Tradesmen,  II. 

234. 
A^fnts,    Colonial,    resolution    of 

jSoard  of  Trade  not  to  receive, 
V.  303.  Utility  of,  to  both 
British  government  and  colo- 
nies, id.  Rendered  useless  to 
colonies  by  resolution  of  Board 
of  Trade,  327. 
Agriculture,  more  important  than 
manufactures  to  colonies,  IV. 

399- 
Atr,  properties  of,  II.  70.    Effect 

of  heat  on,  80,  ana  of  cold 
drafts  on,  85,  86.  When  dry,  a 
non-conductor  of  electricity, 
253.  Effect  of,  in  electrical  ex- 
periments, 330.  Observations 
on  the  properties  of,  441.  Mu- 
tual attraction  between  water 
and,  441.  Substances  attracted 
by,  443-44^.  Effect  of  heat  and 
cold  upon,  m  producing  storms 
of  wind  and  ram,  446.  Contains 
its  share  of  electricity.  III.  jfli. 
May  be  heated  by  electricity, 
^ 83 .  A  conductor  of  sound,  417. 

Air  pump,  Smeaton's  improve- 
ment of,  described,  II.  436. 

Alexander,  James,  his  proposed 
experiment  to  measure  the 
velocity  of  electricity,  II.  437. 
Remarks  by,  on  FrankHn  s 
Hints  towards  a  Scheme  of 
Union  for  the  Colonies,  III.  16. 

Alliance,  The,  Franklin  orders  ad- 
vance of  clothing  to  officers  of, 
VII.  451.  Adams  approves  of 
satisfying  demands  of  officers 
and  crew  of,  VIII.  22,  26.  Sail- 
ing orders  of,  countermanded, 
40-4 1 .  Mutiny  on  board  of,  71, 
72,  91.  Prizes  taken  by,  148. 
Fate  of  prizes  in  Bergen,  160, 
161.  Franklin's  report  to 
officers  of,  concerning  wages 
and  prize  money,  and  his  ad- 
vice to  them,  246-350.  Frank- 
lin answers  questions  of  Board 
of  Admiralty  concerning,  385-  | 


103.   Mutiny  again  refened  to, 
XII.  370. 
Alphabet,  a  scheme  for  a  new,  V. 

30- 
Amber,  effect  of  electricity  upon, 

III.  410. 

Ambruster,     Anthony,     men- 
tioned, III.  32  2. 

America,  and  Untied  States,     See 
American  Colonies. 

A  merican  Colonies,  defensive  umon 
of,  proposed  by  FrankHn,  L 
356.  The  long  the  legislator  ot, 
toQ.  Union  of,  desirable  for 
Indian  affairs  and  common  de- 
fence, II.  33^335-  Pl*»  of 
tmion  for  account  of.  III.  12. 
Short  hints  towards  a  scheme 
for  uniting,  14.  ^  Reasons  and 
motives  on  which  plan  was 
formed,  30.  The  plan  of  tmioo 
as  adopted  by  the  Convention, 
35.  On  the  imposition  of  dixect 
taxes  upon,  without  thedr  con- 
sent, 48.  On  uniting  them  more 
dosely  with  Great  Britain  by 
allowmg  representation  in  Par- 
liament, 55.  Plan  for  settHng 
two  western,  in  North  America, 
X48.  Interest  of  Great  Britain 
considered  with  regard  to, 
378.  French  wars  in  America, 
not  for  sole  benefit  of,  393. 
Their  interest  in  cession  of 
Canada  only  to  secure  peace  on 
frontiers,  395.  Probable  in- 
crease of  population  in,  301. 
Argument  to  show  that  coo- 
quest  of  Canada  would  not  lead 
to  independence  of,  303-323. 
Likely  to  depend  on  Great 
Britain  for  their  manufactuxes, 
302-319.  More  valuable  to 
Great  Britain  than  West  In- 
dies, 314.  Statistics  of  trade  of 
Great  Britain  with,  and  with 
West  Indies,  316.  Not  dan- 
gerous to  Great  Britain,  320. 
Sentiment    of,     in    regard    to 

girliamentary  union  with  Gieat 
ritain,  IV.  166.  Their  expendi- 
ture and  efforts  in  French  wars, 
167,200.  Burdens  imposed  on, 
by  British  laws  in  relation  to 
commerce  and  manufactures, 
x68.  Injustice  and  danger  of  at- 
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tempts  of  parliament  to  tax,  id. 
A\naty  of  inhabitants  to  pay 
taxes  imposed  by  Stamp  Act, 
175.  Temper  of,  towards  Great 
Britain  prior  to  1763,  180.  Rate 
of  increase  of  population  in, 
X  8 1 .  Ability  of,  to  manufacture 
necessaries,  187.  Able  to  dis- 
pense with  British  manufac- 
tures, ipi.  Opinion  in,  as  to 
aids  to  the  crown,  «(i.  Character 
of  body  of  population  of,  19c. 
Selfishness  of  Great  Britain  s 
policy  in  relation  to  trade  with, 
366.  Consolidated  union  of, 
with  Great  Britain  necessary  to 
restore  harmony,  380.  Sketch  of 
a  plan  for  such  a  union,  a8i, 
note.  Mistaken  idea  that  they 
were  fotmded  at  expense  en 
parliament,  383.  Act  of  par- 
fiament  for  quartering  soldaers 
in,  383.  Future  fiveatness  of, 
predicted,  386.  Alleged  dan^r 
to  British  manufacturing  m- 
terests  of  removing  restrictions 
tipon,  341.  Answer  of  PrankHn 
to  tlus  claim,  34a.  Causes  of 
discontent  in,  before  1768,377. 
Aids  to  the  crown,  mode  of 
granting  by,  377.  Of  the 
Stamp  Act  ana  Act  for 
Quartering  Soldiers  in,  381.  Of 
uie  character  and  conduct  of 
governors  in,  383.  Of  judges  in, 
and  the  evils  arising  from  ap- 
pointment of,  diuin?  pleasure, 
^83.  Interests  of,  msregarded 
m  Great  Britain  in  order  to  pro- 
tect British  merchants  and  me- 
chanics, 385.  On  the  evil  of 
sending  convicts  to,  387,  V.  87. 
On  the  resolution  in,  to  buy  no 
British  manufactures,  389.  Ex- 
tent of  manufacttires  in,  413. 
Effect  of  non-importation  as- 
sociations, V.  75.  Loyalty  of 
Franklin  to,  76,  note.  Prank- 
Hn's  letter  to  London  Chronicle 
answering  criticisms  upon,  77. 
Equalitv  of  condition  in  New 
England,  78.  Military  services 
of,  81.  Character  of  firat  settlers 
of,  86.  Strahan's  queries  re- 
specting affairs  of,  and  Frank- 
hn's  answers,  137.    Partial  re- 


peal of  duties  will  not  satisfy, 
131.  Should  be  put  in  same 
position  as  before  Stamp  Act, 
133.  Total  repeal  of  all  revenue 
duties  will  alone  restore  har- 
monv,  135.  How  far  laws  of 
Engbemd  carried  to  America  by 
first  settlers,  139.  Excellence 
of  system  of  separate  govern- 
ments for,  151.  Liberality  of 
their  contributions  for  common 
defence,  153.  On  the  practica- 
bility of  representation  of,  in 
parliament,  155.  Sympathy  of 
Europe  with,  in  their  disputes 
with  parliament,  183.  Irish 
8>inpathy  with,  183.  Uncon- 
stitutionality of  standing  army 
in,  in  time  of  peace,  187.  Par- 
liamentary authority  over,  a 
usurpation,  187.  Doctrine  of 
right  of  parliament  to  tax,  gen- 
erally abandoned  in  England, 
333.  Agents  of,  their  unsatis- 
factory status  in  England,  336. 
Disumon  and  war  inevitable 
result  of  parliamentary  taxa- 
tion of,  345.  On  the  project  of 
maldne  colonial  governors  in- 
dependent, 3^3,  380.  Of  the 
force  of  the  king's  instructions 
in,  383-386.  Of  the  resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  ex- 
clude agents  of,  303.  Causes  of 
discontent    in,    set    forth    in 

Erefaoe  to  proceedings  of  free- 
olders  of  Boston  in  1773,  393. 
Best  method  of  obtaining  re- 
dress of  erievances,  VI.  156. 
General  Congress  suggested, 
158.  Sentiment  of  people  of, 
towards  Great  Britain  in  1773, 
x6o.  Effect  of  an  act  empower- 
ing East  India  Company  to 
ship  tea  to,  35 1.  On  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  differences  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and,  313. 
Proposal  to  disarm,  431.  Ac- 
cotmt  of  negotiations  to  recon- 
cile with  Great  Britain,  435. 
Method  of  grant  by,  to  crown, 
suggested  bv  Franklin  in  his 
Terms  of  Keconciliation,  453^ 
456.  On  the  quartering  ox 
troops  in,  45  c.  Franklin's  Ar- 
ticles of  ConiBderation  and  Per- 
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petoal  Unioa  Propoied  in  Gen- 
eral Conmss/'  Vll.  94.  Refu- 
tation of  claim  that  they  were 
settled  at  expense  of  Great 
Britain,  xoz,  or  protected  by 
her  in  their  infancy,  104,  or 
that  they  refused  to  contribute 
for  their  own  protection,  106. 
Qvil  effects  of  stopping  com- 
munication between  England 
and  the,  114.  True  history  of 
difference  between  author  of 
Stamp  Act  and  the,  263-265. 
Of  the  condition  of  people  in, 
and  of  their  industries,  I  A.  432. 
The  project  of  making  royal 
governors  independent,  and 
methods  that  miffht  be  adopted 
in  consequence,  All.  308.  Im- 
portance of  promoting  manu- 
tactures  in,  jii,  318.  Frank- 
fin's  views  of  proper  course  to 
be  pursued  by,  towards  mother 

country,  314-319.  328. .      .    , 
Amertcan  Merchants,  an  iromcai 

examination  of  chai^  that  they 

did  not  pay  their  British  debts, 

XII.  III. 

American  Phtlosopkical  MisceU 
lany,  resolution  to  establish,  II. 
123. 

American  Philosophical  Society, 
suggestion  for  formation  of, 
11768.  Oriffin  and  members  of, 
IIS.  PrankHn  elected  presi- 
dent of,  V.  62.  Stimmary  ac- 
count of,  zoz,  note. 

An  Account  of  the  Supreme  State 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Penn- 
sylvania, viz.,  the  Court  of  the 
Press.  XII.  129. 

Anchor,  use  of  a  swinmiing  one  in 
deep  water,  XI.  no. 

Andes,  explanation  of  freouent 
thtmder-stomis  on  east  side  of, 
II.  258. 

Apologue,  alluding  to  claims  of 
American  royalists  on  British 
government,  VII.  414,  415. 

Arabian  Tale,  an,  VII.  387. 

Armonica,  invention  and  de- 
scription of,  III.  412.  Picture 
of,  413.  Answers  to  queries 
about,  V.  405.  Directions  for 
drawing  tones  from,  406. 

AjtNOLD,   Benedict,  treason  of, 


VIII.  335.  ras  bride,  414.  Si 
plot,  4x5.    Poem  on,  4x7. 

Arrows,  reasons  for  continuing 
use  61,  in  war,  VII.  izi. 

Art  of  Procuring  PleascnU  Dreams, 

V.  475. 

Art  of  Virtue,  proposed  treatise 
on.  III.  257.  365. 

Articles  of  Bdief  and  Acts  of  R#- 
Ufion,  I.  J19-328. 

Articles  of  Conf^leraiiom  attd  Per- 
petual union.  Proposed  in  Gen- 
eral Congress,  VII.  94.  Free- 
trade  resolutions  connected 
with,  100. 

Arundbl,  M.,  introduced  to  Gen. 
Charies  Lee,  VII.  z  zo. 

A^stos,  purse  made  of,  sold  to 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  I.  317. 

AsoiLL,  Captain,  in  regard  to  the 
case  of,  IX.  393,  ^z7. 

Assembly  of  Pennsylvama.  See 
Pennsylvania  Assembly. 

Aurora  Borealis,  stiggestioos  as 
to  causes  of,  II.  262,  369. 

Austria,  commercial  treaty  be- 
tween United  States  and,  prc^- 
posed,  X.  383,  494. 

Autahiography,  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin's, when  written,  I.  3.  Bng> 
lish  editions  of,  5,  6.  Fust  oor^ 
rect  edition  of ,  24.  Sketches  of 
to^cs  for,  26-31.  Reasons  for 
writing.  31,  32.  Writing  of,  in- 
terrupted,  and  letter  from  Abel 
James  urging  continiaatioa  d, 
172.  Prom  Senjamxa  Vaugfaan 
to  same  purpose, 1 74.  Resumed, 
181.  Interrupted  at  Passr,  203. 
End  of  every  edition  of,  pub- 
lished previous   to   Bigelow's, 

307. 

B 

Bachb,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
confounded  by  M.  Cast^ra  with 
William  Temple  Franklin,  I. 
viii.  In  Paris  with  bis  grand- 
fat^r,  VII.  169.  At  school  in 
Geneva,  VIII.  zoo. 

Bache,  Richard,  married  to 
Franiklin's  daughter  Sarah,  IV. 
302,  note. 

Bache,  Sarah.  See  Franxun* 
Sarah. 
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Bald  Ea^le,  unfortunate  choioe  of, 
as  national  emblem,  X.  279. 

Balloons,  of  the  invention  and 
first  trials  of,  X.  155,  194,  203. 
Account  of  ascent  of  Charles 
and  Robert,  310,  a68.  Import- 
ance of  discovery,  267. 

Bancroft,  Edward,  acts  as  spy 
both  for  Americans  and  Ene- 
Hsh,  VII.  290,  291,  note.  Is 
sent  to  England  by  Franklin  to 
negotiate  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, 440.  His  journey  is  inter- 
rupted. VIII.  13. 

Barhary  States,  friendship  of,  for 
United  States,  VIII.  82. 

Barclay,  David,  his  interviews 
and  correspondence  with  Frank- 
lin on  effecting  adjustment  of 
disputes  between  Great  Britain 
and  colonies ,  VI .  44  5 .  His  draft 
of  a  plan  for  reconcmation,  VII. 
51.  Negotiation  alluded  to, 
VIII.  260. 

Barclay,  Thomas,  appointed 
consul-general  of  United  States 
in  France,  IX.  428. 

Bard,  Dr.  John,  intention  of,  to 
settle  in  New  York,  II.  124. 

Barometer,  how  air  affects  the, 
III.  265. 

Barrow,  Mrs.,  is  commended  by 
Franklin  to  protection  of  United 
States  officers  in  New  York, 
VII.  183. 

Barry,  Captain  John,  asked  to 
take  goods  to  United  States  for 
use  of  troops,  IX.  128. 

Baskervillb,  John,  the  Bir- 
mingham printer,  account  of, 
III.  338,  note. 

Baxter,  Andrew,  note  on  his 
"Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of 
the  Htunan  Soul,"  II.  212. 
Franklin's  criticism  of,  211. 

Baynes,  John,  his  journal  of  a 
brief  sta^  in  Paris  containing 
several  interesting  interviews 
with  Dr.  Franklin,  X.  240. 

Bbaumarchais,  M.  Caron  db, 
claims  that  he  is  a  creditor  of 
the  United  States,  VIII.  11. 
Puts  off  settlement  of  accounts, 
129.  Accotmts  again  referred 
to,  IX.  411. 

Bbccaria,  Pdre,  Franklin's  opin- 


ion of  his  work  on  electricity, 
III.  76. 

Bblton,  Joseph,  his  invention 
for  destroving  ships,  VII.  za6. 

Bbnbzbt,  Anthony,  brief  ac- 
count of,  VI.  67. 

Bernard,  Francis,  Governor  of 
Massachusetts.  His  despatches 
to  London  criticised,  iV.  330. 
Recalled,  V.  95. 

Bernstorpp,  R.,  his  feeling  about 
Franklin's  letter  concerning 
seiztire  of  prize  ships  at  Bergen, 
VIII.  197. 

Bible,  proposed  new  version  of, 
VII.  4". 

BiOELOw,  John,  his  edition  of 
Franklin's  works,  special  fea- 
tures of,  I.,  xvi.,  xxvi. 

Blood,  circulation  of,  and  func* 
tion  of  heart  in  regard  to,  II. 
1 18-1 22.  On  the  cause  ctf  heat 
of,  in  health  and  temperature 
of,  in  fevers,  221. 

Board  of  Trade,  report  of,  on  Wal- 
pole's  grant,  V.  408.  Answer  of 
Prankun,  433.  Effect  of  Frank- 
lin's answer,  408,  note. 

Books,  description  of  an  instru- 
ment for  tafdng  them  from  high 
shelves,  XI.  224. 

Boots,  different  methods  of  weaiv 
ing,  IX.  171. 

Boston,  non-importation  resolu- 
tions in  1767,  IV.  338.  Effect 
of,  in  England,  id.  Votes  and 
proceedings  of  freeholders  of, 
m  1772,  V.  392.  Proceedings 
in,  on  arrival  of  East  India  Co.  s 
tea  in  1773,  VI.  250.  Destruc- 
tion of  tea,  255.  Port  Bill  in- 
troduced in  Parliament,  33 j. 
Passa^  of  Port  Bill  with  httle 
opposition,  336.  Prize  of  pow- 
der, etc.,  carried  to,  VII.  125. 
Condition  of  camp  before  (Oct., 

1775).  177. 

Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  men- 
tioned, III.  172.  Notice  of  his 
expedition  a^nst  the  Shawan- 
ese  in  1764,  All.  jo2. 

BowDOiN,  James,  II.  322,  note. 
His  explanation  of  the  crooked 
direction  of  lightning,  359.  Re- 
marks of,  on  regulation  of  trade 
with  the  Indians,  433,  note. 
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Braddock,  General,  arrives  in 
Virginia  and  meets  Franklin, 
I.  364.  His  character,  defeat, 
and  death,  371-375. 

Bradford,  Andrew,  befriends 
Franklin,  I.  67-68. 

Bradstrbbt,  Colonel,  his  treaty 
with  the  Indians  in  1764,  XII. 
297. 

Bray,  Dr.  Thomas,  his  benevo- 
tent  project,  III.  a68,  note. 

British  Cruelties,  list  of,  XII.  61. 

British  Debts,  ironical  examina- 
tion of,  XII.  III. 

British  Naiian,  the,  as  it  appears 
to  colonists  in  1775,  VII.  109 

Burgh,  Mr.,  his  lite  and  writings 
referred  to,  IX.  220. 

BuRGOYNB,  General,  his  surren- 
der at  Saratoga,  VII.  251,  note. 
His  book  explaining  defeat  re- 
ferred to,  VlII.  102.  His  ex- 
change for  Henry  Laurens  pro- 
posed, IX.  37. 

BuRKB,  Edmund,  discredits  rumor 
of  Franklin's  night  from  Amer- 
ica, VII.  149. 

Burnet,  Governor  of  New  York, 
patronizes  Franklin,  I.  76.  His 
dispute  with  the  Massachusetts 
Assembly,  160. 

Busy-Body,  the,  origin  of,  I.  3^1, 
note.  Proposed  articles  m, 
341-344.  Satirists  and  would- 
be  wits  condemned  in,  344-346. 
Virtue,  its  effects  and  pleasures 
described  in,  347-351.  Visitors 
admonished  in,  3J3--358.  Dis- 
courses on  searcn  for  hidden 
treasure  in,  366-371. 


Campomanbs,  Cotmt  db,  of  his 
writings,  X.  336.  His  compli- 
mentary remarks  on  Franklm's 
writing  and  character,  379 

Canada,  importance  of  retention 
of,  to  colonies  and  Great  Brit- 
ain after  conquest  in  1759,  III. 
248.  Efforts  of  Franklin  to  pre- 
vent restoration  of,  to  French, 
251.  Interest  of  Great  Britain 
with  regard  to  the  acquisition 
of,  278.  Demand  for  cession  of, 
justinable,  aSz.    Possession  of. 


complete  security  for  oolooies, 
288.  Argument  that  retentian 
of,  by  French  will  be  a  salutarv 
check  on  the  ccdonies  cosisid- 
ered,  324.  Repeal  of  Quebec 
Act  a  condition  of  reooodfiap 
tion,  VI.  450.  Commissioaen 
to,  appointed  by  Congress,  117. 
Expedition  against,  proposed 
(1779),  418.  Advantage  ot  con- 
quest of,  to  Prance  and  ob- 
stacles in  way,  44a.  Further 
obstacles,  VIll.  xo6.  Stirrender 
of,  to  United  States  suggested 
by  Franklin  as  an  inducement 
to  recondHation,  IX.  360,  26t. 

Cannon,  for  fortifications  on  Del- 
aware River,  II.  307.  Of  a  num- 
ber of,  bought  in  Boston^  326. 

Canton,  John,  his  expenments 
to  show  effect  of  beat  m  render- 
hvif  glass  permeable  by  elec- 
tricity, III.  374. 
*  Cape  Breton,  humorous  letter  in 
regard  to  expedition  against 
Louisboui^,  II.  137. 

Carleton,  Sir  Gut,  writes  com- 
pHmenta^  letter  to  Wash- 
ington, Ia.  211.  AttemptB  to 
negotiate  treaty  of  peace  with 
Congress  in  America,  366,  400. 

Carmichael,  William,  noen- 
tioned,  VIII.  255. 

Carroll,  Crarlbs,  his  journal  of 
events  when  commissioner  to 
Canada,  VII.  118-130,  note. 

Carvbr,  Captain  Jonathan,  men- 
tioned, V.  72. 

Cast6ra,  J.,  his  translation  of 
Franklin,  I.,  vii.— viii. 

Castle  William,  restoration  of,  to 
Massachusetts  a  proposed  con- 
dition of  reconciliation,  VL 
449,  VII.  5. 

Castries,  M.  db,  apolo|^izes  to 
Franklin  for  not  sending  him 
home  in  a  French  frigate,  XI. 
80. 

Casuistry,  case  of,  II.  146. 

Catechism  relative  to  English  No- 
tional  Debt,  VII.  243,  241. 

Catheter,  description  of  a  flexible 
one  devised  by  Franklin,  XIL 
258. 

Causes  of  American  Disconienis 
before  1768,  IV.  377. 
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Cavendish,  Lord  Charlbs,  his 

experiment  to  show  effect  of 

.   heat  in  rendering  thick  elass 

fermeable  by  electrical  fluid, 
II.  376. 
Charlbs,     Robbrt,     agent    for 
Pennsylvania  in  London,  III. 

157- 
Charleston^  5.  C,  fire  in,  VII.  270. 

Captured  by  British,  VIII.  27  j. 

Chastbllux,  Chevalier  t>^,  VIII. 
309,  note.  Journal  of  travels  in 
America  mentioned,  XI.  316. 

Chatham,  Lord,  his  broken  health 
and  his  political  influence,  IV. 
a88.  Speech  of,  in  House  of 
Lords  on  measures  to  ptmish 
Massachusetts  in  1774,  VI.  344. 
Moves  an  address  to  the  kuig 
for  withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Boston,  421,  VII.  32.  His  plan 
of  reconoliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  colonies  mentioned, 
426,  427.  First  interview  with 
Pnmklin,  ^38.  Receives  pro- 
ceedings of  Continental  Con- 
ness,  vll.  19.  Interview  with 
Franldin  thereon,  id.  High 
praise  of  Congress  by,  20.  £1- 
troduoes  Franklin  to  House  of 
Lords  on  day  of  motion  for 
withdrawal  ot  troops  from  Bos- 
ton, 31.  Details  ot  his  plan  for 
reconciliation,  35.  Interview 
with  Franklin  on  it,  id.  Intro- 
duces his  plan  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  40.   Eulogizes  Franklin, 

41. 

Chaumont,  M.  Lb  Ray  db,  his 
friendship  for  Franklin  and 
American  cause,  VII.  201-203, 
note.  His  financial  embarrass- 
ment, VIII.  344. 

Chaumont,  M.  lb  Ray  db,  Jr., 
introduced  to  President  of 
Congress  by  Franklin,  XI.  22. 
Recommended  to  French  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  XII. 

Cherokees,  of  the  boundaries  be- 
tween Six  Nations  and,  V.  442. 

Chimneys,  cause  of  descent  of 
smolce  into,  from  neighboring; 
chimneys,  IV.  404.  Utility  of, 
in  ventilation,  V.  107.  Method 
and  result  of  contracting,  125. 


Of  their  construction  and  use, 
XL  140-142.  The  causes  of 
smoky,  and  remedies  therefor, 
144-160.  Advantages  of  fresh 
air  for,  163.  Use  of  slidin£ 
plates  in,  169,  172.  The  Staf 
fordshire  contrivance,  169.  Mis- 
cellaneous observations  on,  180. 

China,  culture  of  silk  in,  V.  260. 
Provision  in,  against  famine, 
268.  A  letter  from,  a  fanciful 
production  by  Franklin,  X. 
311.  Method  of  warming  floor 
of  house  in,  XI.  177. 

Cholmondblby,  Lora,  takes  let- 
ter from  Franklin  to  Lord  Shel- 
bume,  IX.  249. 

Churchman,  John,  his  paper  on 
the  variation  of  the  compass, 
XL  303,  411- 

Cincinnati,  society  of  the,  Frank- 
lin's remarks  on  formation  of, 
X.  273.  Pamphlet  of  i£danu8 
Burlaw  against,  354. 

Clarb,  Lord,  leaves  Board  of 
Trade.  IV.  21,  23. 

Clinton,  General,  letter  from,  on 
American  affairs  referred  to, 
VIII.  242. 

Clouds,  comparative  quantities  of 
electricity  in  those  formed  by 
vapors  from  earth  and  sea,  if. 
257.  Experiments  to  discover 
whether  they  are  electrized 
positively  or  negatively,  417. 
Manner  in  which  tnxmder-clouos 
become  electrized  negatively, 
422.  Further  methods  of  dis- 
covering electrical  state  of.  III. 
8.  No  satisfactory  h3rpothesis 
of  manner  in  which  tne]r  be- 
come charged  with  electricity, 

Ccid,  produced  by  evaporation, 
III.  172.  Phenomena  of  heat 
and,  id.  Great  degree  of,  pro- 
duced by  mixing  s^t  and  snow, 
178. 

Coldbn,  Cadwalladbr,  sketch  of 
his  Vde,  II.  72,  note.  Extract 
from  Ins  letter  to  Gronovius, 
III,  note.  His  article  on 
fluxions  mentioned,  120,  221. 
Of  his  History  of  the  Five  No- 
fions,  224.  Hb  philosophical 
I      treatise,    220,   note.    His   re- 
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towards  Unioo  of  the  Coinnirs/* 
III.  i8. 

Coids,  piepantory  notes  and 
faints  lor  writing  a  paner  on 
catdung,  VI.  133.  Fnrther  le- 
maiks  on  cause  of,  178. 

CoLBMAW,  William,  assnriatrd 
with  Ffankfin  in  Junto  Qnb,  L 

154. 
CoLLim,  JoHW,  his  diqmtations 

with  Franklin,  I.  49.    Manages 

Franklin's  escape  to  New  York, 

60.   Decides  to  follow  Franklin 


to  Fmiadelptua,  73.    ii 
nation,    76.        Qoanels    with 
FrankHn    and   goes    to   West 
Indies,  77,  78. 
CoLLiNSON,  PsTER,  pTCsents  g^ass 
tube  to  Philadelpfaia  Libranr, 

I.  289.  Brief  acooimt  of  his  fin, 
V.  jo,  note.  Kindness  of,  to 
Pfaiiadeli^na  Library,  50,  51. 

Colonies.     See  A  mnican  Colamus, 
CoUimbtOH   Magawine,   leooested 
by  Franklin  not  to  pubash  his 
Hie,  XI.  272. 
Ccmmtrc9,  effect  on,  of  duties  im- 
posed by  Connecticut  in  i747t 

II.  191.  Equitable  basis  for, 
between  nations,  VII.  323. 
Should  be  free  between  nations, 
X.  1^5. 

Cotmmxssumns^  British,  in  Amer- 
ica, their  indiscreet  behavior, 

VII.  344. 
Commissumers  to  France,  ap- 
pointed by  Congress,  VII.  153, 
note.  Acquaint  M.  Vergennes 
with  their  mission,  157.  Are  in 
need  of  money  for  expenses, 
171.  Demand  restitution  of 
vessels  piratically  seized  by 
Great  Britain,  181.  Separation 
of,  contemplated,  1^7,  note. 
Exchange  letters  with  Lord 
Stormont,  British  Ambassador 
at  Paris,  concerning  prison- 
ers, 234,  note.  Conclude  two 
treaties  with  France,  252.  Dif- 
ference between,  concerning 
accounts,  also  about  appoint- 
ment of  M.  Gerard  as  Minister 
to  Congress,  275-284.  Adams 
succeeds  Deane  as,  287.  Con- 
gress     makes      extraordinary 


ICpOKttO 

oer  ad- 
vanced to  Lee  and  laaxd,  411. 
42a. 

CottuniiMes      of      Ca 
oonuuentaoo 
gima  Howe  of  Bt 
gardto,  VI.  151. 

Common  Prayer^  pfcDacae  to  n 
abridgment  of  the  book  of.  VL 

*57. 
CoNDOKCBT,  ICarqpis  db,  aasvea 

to  queries  by,    vl.  331.      Ac- 

knowledees  electicxi  to  PUo* 

sophical  Society  g£  Pfailade^dBi^ 

XI.  434.  His  comments  on  stue 

of  affiuxs  in  Fraaoe,  435. 

Condmctors  and  Nan^ondmOan, 
better  terms  thnn  electrics  fv 
se  and  non-electrics,  IL  310- 
368.  Metals  and  water  not  tte 
oi^y*  3^-  Diffeience  in  qasKtr 
of  III.  69. 

Confederacy,  loss  of  man-of-aar 
named,  feared,  VIII.  16S. 

Congress,  ConHneniai,  The,  a  fen- 
era!  Congress  suggested  by 
Franklin  in  1773,  VI.  isS- 
Remarics  of  PrankHn  in  renrd 
to  meeting  of,  352.  356.  Peti- 
tion of,  to  the  king,  423.  Dis- 
respectful txeatment  ai  petitioo 
by  king  and  parHanaent.  4^4- 
Praise  of,  by  Lords  Camdec 
and  Chatham,  425.  Impressian 
made  in  Great  Britain  oy  pro- 
ceedings of,  VII.  12.  Its  peti- 
tion to  the  kin?  presented,  ti  ; 
eulogized  by  Lord  Chatham, 
1 9.  Hesitates  to  form  itself  into 
supreme  lenslature,  123,  123. 
Recommends  form  of  govem- 
ment  to  respective  Assemblies 
of  United  Colonies,  126,  note. 
Resolves  to  sediioe  Hessians, 
127.  Receives  Lord  Howe's 
verbal  message  delivered  by 
General  Sullivan  and  takes  sc» 
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tion  thereon,  141,  142.  Re- 
ceives xeport  of  conumssionerB 
appointed  to  confer  with  Lord 
Howe,  145.  Makes  appropria^ 
tions  for  expenses  of  commis- 
sioners to  France,  150.  Directs 
FrankHn  to  go  to  Spain,  1^8. 
Its  instructions  to  commis- 
sioners at  foreign  courts,  199. 
Remonstrates  with  Portugal 
for  edict  against  United  States, 
a  1 0-3 1 3.  Rumors  of  negotia- 
tions between  English  commis- 
sioners and,  356.  Proposes  to 
abrogate  two  articles  ot  French 
treaty,  ^23.  Takes  measures  to 
avoid  onenoe  to  neutral  powers, 
339;  especially  by  preventing 
misconouct  of  privateers,  345. 
Franklin's  personal  expense  ac- 
counts witn,  350.  Proposes  to 
France  joint  action  in  America 
(1779),  440,  441.  Is  embar- 
rassed by  offers  of  military  ser- 
vice from  foreigners,  VIII.  68. 
Franklin's  report  to,  of  finan- 
cial negotiations,  expenses,  etc. , 
in  Europe,  75-80.  Loans  asked 
for  by,  mtertered  with  by  apn 
pHcations  of  separate  States, 
80.  Is  requested  to  confer 
on  European  representatives 
power  to  treat  of  a  truce,  83. 
its  rules  and  regulations  about 
land  grants,  114.  Franklin's 
xesolve  to  support  credit  of, 
151.  Neglects  to  acknowledge 
naval  stores,  etc.,  138,  139.  Its 
agents  embarrass  Frankhn  by 
demands  for  money,  233.  Its 
scheme  for  borrowing  at  home, 
245.  Is  urged  to  appoint  con- 
suls, 294.  unskilfuiness  of,  in 
finance,  308.  Extract  from  in- 
structions of,  to  Franklin,  331. 
Is  notified  of  Franklin's  ar- 
rangement about  furnishing 
provisions  to  French  army  in 
America,  336-338,  and  ap- 
proves it,  343.  Requests  per- 
sonal support  from  king  of 
France  of  application  for  ad- 
ditional loan,  357-362.  Its 
urgent  necessities  pressed  at 
court  by  Franklin,  371-374. 
Fortunate  result  of  application 
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reported  to,  378-381.  Dis- 
tresses Frankhn  about  payment 
of  bills  drawn  on  Jay,  Laurens, 
Adams,  and  htmseli,  432,  and 
on  Holland  and  Spain,  436, 439, 
^48.  Refuses  to  accept  Frank- 
fin's  resignation,  IX.  20.  Vio- 
lates engagement  to  draw  no 
more  bil&  on  Europe,  2^.  Con- 
tinues to  embarrass  Franldin 
with  drafts,  Z15.  Resolution 
of,  a^»inst  indemnif3ring  loyal- 
ists, X.  24.  Ratifies  definitive 
treaty,  264,  298.  Resolves  to 
give  no  nation  greater  advan- 
tages than  France  in  treaties  of 
commerce,  a2o. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
proposals  for  consideration  in 
convention  for  forming  the, 
XL  340.  FrankHn's  speech  in 
favor  of  making  signature  unan- 
imous, 364;  and  in  the  conven- 
tion agdnst  salaries  to  execu- 
tive omoers,  366.  Speech  on 
representation  in  Congress,  371. 
Motion  for  prayers  in  conven- 
tion, ^96.  Speech  on  conclusion 
of  defioerations  of  convention, 
379.  A  comparison  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  ancient  Jews  and 
of  the  anti-federalists  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  382. 
Progress  of  adoption  of,  408, 
431*  433-  Comments  on  pro- 
vision for  two  chambers,  420. 
Comments  of  M.  de  Condoroet 
on,  434;  of  Due  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld, 436.  Conceminfi;  the 
President's  term,  443,  XII.  5. 

Constitutions  of  the  Separate  States 
translated  into  French  and  pub- 
lished in  Paris,  X.  176.  Copies 
presented  to  foreign  ministers 
in  Paris,  224. 

Convicts,  evil  results  of  sending, 
to  colonies,  IV.  387,  V.  87. 

Conway,  General,  his  desire  for 
welfare  of  colonies,  IV.  402. 

CoNYNGHAM,  Captain,  accused  of 
piracy,  VII.  338,  339.  His  con- 
duct condemned,  345,  346. 
Prisoner  in  England,  Vl  1 1.  116, 
123.  Escapes  irom  prison,  159; 
and  accotmt  of  his  treatment 
by  English,  164. 
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Cook,  Captain,  his  vesKl  granted 
passport  by  Franklin,  vll.  447. 
Text  of  passport,  449.  Copy  of 
the  Voyage  sent  to  Fxankhn  by 
Admiralty  Board,  448,  note. 
Royal  Society  gold  medal  com- 
memorating, sent  to  Franklin, 
X.  410,  note.  PrankHn  refutes 
charfiie  that  United  States  re- 
fused protection  to.  XII.  140. 
•  Cool  Thoughts  on  the  Present  Situ- 
ation of  Public  Affairs,  IV.  40. 

Cofper,  use  of,  in  covering  roofs, 
Y.  178,  194,  106.  Coin  plan  and 
designs  for,  VIII.  127. 

Corn,  On  the  Price  of,  and  Man- 
agement of  the  Poor,"  IV.  343. 
See  Maite, 

CoRNWALLis,  Lord,  of  his  ex- 
change for  Henry  Laurens,  IX. 

a/S.  303.  307.  336.  His  parole 
discharged  by  Franklin  subject 
to  approval  of  Congress,  345. 

Craven  Street  Gasette,  V.  202. 

Credit,  comparison  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  United  States  in  regard 
to  the  basis  of,  VII.  i<9-i67. 

Crbvbcour,  M.  St.  Jban  db, 
sketch  of,  X.  363,  note.  His 
project  for  system  of  packet 
Doats  between  Europe  and 
America,  363. 

Crioan,  Claudius,  Bishop  of 
Sodor  and  Man,  his  correspond- 
ence with  FrankHn  on  estab- 
lishment of  a  bishop  in  the 
United  States,  XL  54,  73. 

Criminal  law,  in  Englana,  undue 
severity  of,  XI.  11. 


Dalibard,  M.,  translates  Frank- 
lin's paper  on  the  identity  of 
lightning  with  electricity,  I. 
291,  392.  His  intention  to 
answer  the  Abb6  Nolle t's  letter, 
IL  382. 

Dalrymplb,  Sir  John,  mentioned 
VIIL  255. 

Dana,  Francis,  his  mission  to 
Russia,  VIII.  395-399- 

Dartmouth,  Lord,  succeeds  Lord 
Hillsborough,  V.  ^44.  His 
friendliness  to  Franklin  and  the 
colonies,  344,  36^.  Franklin's 
interview  with,  in  regard  to 


Massachusetts  petitioo  in  1772, 

i88;  in  regard  to  answer  o£ 
[assachusetts  Assembly  to 
Hutchinson's  speech,  VI.  116; 
in  regard  to  petition  for  re- 
moval of  the  governors,  365. 

Dbanb,  Silas,  named  to  neeo- 
tiate  treaty  of  commerce  with 
France,  VII.  149.  Notifies  IL 
Vereennes  of  FrankHn's  arrival 
inramce,  151,  note.  His  agree- 
ments with  certain  officers  £s- 
owned  by  Congress,  336.  His 
career  subseqtient  to  recall  by 
Congress,  337,  note.  His  good 
character  testified  to,  374.  He 
leaves  France  for  America,  277. 
Unwittingly  betTa3rs  state  se- 
crets to  British  spy,  390,  note. 
His  appointment  to  Holland 
probable,  32a.  £Gs  accusatioos 
pronounced  false  by  Arthur 
Lee,  437.  Later  charges  i^siost, 
referred  to,  VIII.  147.  ifis  irri- 
tation against  Conjgress  and 
friendship  for  Benedict  Amdd, 
IX.  152 

Dbcow,  Isaac,  Surveyor  Genenl, 
chara[cteri2ed  by  Pranklin,  L 
148. 

Delaware  River,  meastires  for  de- 
fence of,  in  1747,  II.  307,  208, 
209.  Lottery  to  raise  funds  for 
fomfications  on,  207,  227. 

Dbnram,  Mr.  crosses  Atlantic 
with  Franklin,  I.  87.  Disdoset 
Gov.  Keith's  c^racter,  89.  HU 
character  and  engagement  of 
Franklin,  loz,  zoa.  His  death, 
142. 

Dbninb,  William,  his  drafts 
questioned.  VIIL  5. 

Denmark,  kin^  of,  orders  Ameri- 
can prize  ships  at  Bergen  to  be 
given  up  to  English,  VIII.  160. 
ranklin's  remonstrance  ad- 
dressed to  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  of,  161-164.  The  af^ 
again  referred  to,  187,  207. 
£nect  of  Franklin's  remon- 
strance on  court  of,  235.  Re- 
stored ships  mentioned,  IX. 
142.  Treaty  with  United  SUtes 

Sroposed  by,  X.  84,  102,  104. 
fegotiations  for  123,  127,  137, 
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DxNNT,  Governor  of  Pfenzisyl- 
vania,  tries  to  cajole  PrankHn 
into  compromise  with  pro- 
prietaries, 1.  2p4,  3Q5.  Assents 
to  amended  bill  for  taxation  for 
defence,  297.  Assents  to  bill 
taxing  proprietary  estates,  311; 
and  is  removed  by  proprietar- 
ies, 313.  Dissatisfaction  of 
I)roprietaries  with,  again  men- 
tioned, III.  235-326,  note. 

Db  Saussure,  on  the  lateral  at- 
traction of  mountains,  VI.  80. 

Dialogue,  between  X,  Y,  and  Z, 
concemmg  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  Pennsylvania,  III. 
Z03.  Between  Great  Britain, 
Prance,  Spain,  Holland,  Sax- 
ony, and  America,  VII.  338- 
343.  Between  Franklin  and 
the  gout,  VIII.  312-320. 

Diary,  Pranklin's  extracts  irom, 

(1780),  VIII  345-355. 
Dickinson,    John,    speech    of, 

against  petitioning  king  to 
change  form  of  government  of 
Pennsylvania,  IV.  72,  note. 
Author  of  "Parmer's  Letters," 
V.  59.  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, X.  08. 

Diflomaiic  Memorandum  Enclos- 
tn^  a  Sketch  of  the  Financial 
Situation  (1780),  VIII.  395, 
396. 

Discoveries,  essay  on,  II.  17-31. 

Dissenters,  independence  and  dvil 
e^ualitv  of,  in  American  colo- 
nies, I V.  54.  Of  alleged  intoler- 
ance of,  in  New  England,  V. 

313- 
DoDD,  William,  mentioned,  VII. 

178,  note. 

Dolphin,  described  by  Franklin, 
I.  134. 

DoMiBN,  a  Transylvanian  trav- 
eller, account  of.  III.  67. 

Drainage,  necessity  of,  V.  115.  Of 
London,  id.  Suggestions  m  re- 
gard to,  12 1. 

Dreams,  art  of  procuring  pleasant, 

V.  375. 
Drinker^s  Dictionary,  The,  II.  133. 

Drinking-song  by  Franklin,  VII. 
398.  Reflections  on,  addressed 
to  the  Abb6  Morellet,  401. 

DuBOURG,  Jambs  Barbbu,  French 


editor  of  Franklin's  works,  V. 

174. 

Duelling,  Remarks  in  condemna- 
tion dt,  X.  366. 

Dumas,  Chas.  W.  P.,  some  facts 
about,  VII.  87,  note.  Requested 
by  Franklin  to  sotmd  ambas- 
sadors at  the  Hague  on  the  dis- 
position of  their  governments 
to  assist  colonies,  90.  Referred 
to,  287.  His  salary,  329.  His 
letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael  opened 
by  Sir  George  Grand,  VIII.  317. 

Dunkers,  their  doctrine,  I.  236. 

DUPONT  DE  NBMOURS,his  "Ph3^8- 

iocratie"  mentioned,  V.  36. 
Account  of,  36,  note. 
Duties,  protective,  on  imports, 
illustration  of  folly  of,  IV.  399. 
Relative  to  import,  in  France, 
VII.  A38,  439.  Franklin  per- 
plexed by  system  of  customs  in 
Prance,  Vlll.  7.  Folly  of  pro- 
tective, illustrated  by  conces- 
sions to  Ireland,  XI.  37.  Frank- 
lin hopes  for  abolition  of  im- 
port, 337,  338.  The  Abb6  Mor- 
ellet'sopimons  on,  345.  Piuther 
opinions  of  Praxiklin  on,  420, 

433- 


Eagle,  Bald,  unfortunate  choice 
of,  as  national  emblem,  X.  379. 

Earth,  a  non-conductor  of  elec- 
tricity, II.  351.  Observations 
on  the  strata  of.  III.  308.  Sug- 
gestions as  to  condition  of  in- 
terior of,  X.  6.  As  to  the  for- 
mation of ,  7.  Of  the  magnetic 
condition  of,  8.  Some  conjec- 
tures as  to  internal  condition 
of,  XI.  434. 

Earthenware,  on  the  invention 
of  copper-plate  engravings  for, 
VI.  331. 

Earthquakes,  essay  on  causes  of, 
II.  49-6^.  Dr.  Lister  identifies 
cause  of,  with  that  of  thunder 
and  lightning,  51.  Dr.  Wood- 
ward's theory  of,  53.  M.  Amen- 
ton's  theory  of,  53.     Method  of 

groducing  artificial,   58.        In 
icily,    59.     In    Jamaica,    le- 
markable,  6z.     At  Lima,  63. 
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East  India  Company,  disastrous 
effect  upon,  of  disputes  between 
Gteat  Britain  and  colonies,  VI. 
59.  Financial  diffictilties  of,  60. 
Ruinous  results  to,  of  American 
non  -  importation  agreements, 
70.  Proposal  to  permit  it  to 
send  tea  to  America  duty  free, 
aoi.  233. 

Economical  Project  for  using  the 
sun  instead  of  candles  to  light 
Paris,  VII.  404. 

Ecton,  birthplace  of  Franklin's 
father.  III.  237. 

Edict  of  the  Ktn^  of  Prussia,  an 
ironical  paper,  vl.  195.  Recep- 
tion of,  m  England,  223.  Amus- 
ing anecdote  concerning,  324. 

Edittons  of  Franklin,  described, 
I.  iii.-xxvi. 

Education,  kind  of,  desirable  for 
women,  I.  310.  Proposals  con- 
cerning, of  youth  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 338.  Address  to  super- 
intendents of,  VII.  369. 

Elective  Franchises  Enjoyed  by  the 
Small  Boroughs  in  England,  on 
the,  XI.  57. 

Electricity,  Franklin's  first  experi- 
ments in,  I.  389.  Publication 
of  pamphlet  on  identity  of 
Ughtning  with,  391.  Experi- 
ments in  drawing,  from  clouds, 
293,  293.  Franklin's  interest 
in,  II.  170.  General  account  of 
origin  and  extent  of  Franklin's 
experiments  in,  171- 179.  Effect 
of  pointed  bodies  in  drawing 
ana  throwing  off  the  electric 
fire.  180.  Experiment  of  shot 
and  cork,  180.  Phenomena  pro- 
duced by  contact  of  electrized 
bodies,  183,  184.  Explanation 
of  positive  and  negative,  plus 
and  minus  states,  184.  Of  elec- 
trical kiss  and  spider,  186.  Of 
Leyden  bottle,  196,  237.  Addi- 
tional experiments  witn  Leyden 
bottle,  337.  Qualities  of  glass 
in  relation  to,  241 .  Magical  pic- 
ture, 344.  Electrical  wheel,  246. 
Earth  a  non-conductor  of,  251. 
Qualities  of  air  and  water  in  re- 
lation to,  253.  Effect  of,  in 
producing  storms  of  thunder 
and  lightning,  358.      Ftision  of 


metals  by,  981.  PalaTJiMtion  o£ 
needles  by,  984.  Method  of  fir- 
ing gunpowder  by,  986.  Opin- 
ions  and  oonjectetres  ooooem- 
in^,  and  means  of  preserving 
ships,  buildings,  etc.,  from 
lightning,  387.  EfiEect  of  pointed 
bodies  in  attractixig  ana  throw- 
ing off  electrical  fluid,  393. 
Experiments  illustrating  tbt 
power  and  operation  of  points, 
99J.  Identit]^  of  eliMrtrical 
flmd  with  Hghtning^,  9^7.  Sug- 
gestion of  utility  of  hgfatmog- 
rods,  398.  Similarity  of  pfae- 
nomena  produced  hy  li^^tmng 
and,  39p.  Fusion  oke  metals  en- 
dosed  m  glass  by,  300.  Ex- 
periments showings  impracti- 
cability of  conveying  witn  elec- 
trical fluid  the  properties  of 
bodies  through  which  it  passes, 
314.  Origin  and  explanatkxi 
of  terms  electrics  fier  se  and 
non-electrics,  338.  Confasiofi 
in  use  of  such  terms,  339.  Con- 
ductors and  non-conductois 
preferable,  399,  368.  Influence 
of  air  on  electrioEd  experiments, 
130.  Experiments  in,  with 
brimstone  giobe,  365.  Sugges- 
tion of  a  region  of  electric  6n 
above  terrestrial  atmosphere, 
369.  Identity  of,  with  K^ 
ning  shown  by  kite  experiment, 
379.  Proposed  experiment  to 
measure  velocity  of  electric 
spark,  and  Franklin's  answer, 
437.  A  number  of  experiments 
in.  III.  60.  Fowls  killed  by, 
and  dangerous  shock  to  oper- 
ator, 65.  Points  of  sinnlarity 
with  lightning,  69.  Effect  ot, 
in  paraljrtic  cases,  306.  Long 
retained  by  Leyden  bottle  her- 
metically sealed  ,373.  Mistake 
in  regard  to  fusion  of  metals 
by,  corrected,  384.  Observa- 
tions on  torpedo  or  Surinam 
eel,  IV.  231.  On  macldnes 
for  producing,  V.  330.  On 
rendering  meat  tender  by 
means  of,  VI.  113.  How  to 
kill  fowls  by,  114.  M,  Volta's 
experiments  in,  VII.  748,  and 
1X338. 
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Eiephants,  observations  on  fonner 
existence  of,  in  America,  IV. 
^03.  On  discovery  of  tusks  of, 
in  Siberia,  304. 

Eliot,  Jarbd,  his  essavs  on  hus- 
bandry mentioned,  II.  193. 

Emigrants,  prospects  of,  in  Amer- 
ica, XII.  64.  Contemplated  re- 
straint upon,  by  Great  Britain, 
107. 

Emigration,  on  a  proposed  act  of 
parliament  for  preventing,  VI. 
413.  Restriction  of,  unneces- 
sary, 415;  impracticable  and 
impolitic,  417,  imjust,  410.  Of 
the  class  of  emigrants  desired 
in  America,  IX.  432. 

Enabling  Act,  IX.  332.    See  Peace. 

Enemy,  extract  from  old  book  on 
means  of  disposing  an,  to  peace, 

III.  343. 
England,  bribery  and  corruption 

at  elections  m,  IV.  413,  426. 
Distinction  between  sentiment 
of  ministry  and  people  of,  VII. 
116.  Catechism  relative  to  na- 
tional debt  of,  242,  243.  See 
Great  Britain. 
Ephemera,  the,  an  emblem  of  hu- 
man life,  VII.  363.  Explana- 
tion of  article  entitled,  VIII. 

Episcopal  Church,  of  the  ordina- 
tion of  the  American  clergy  of, 

X.  367.  Of  the  practicability 
of  establishing  and  supporting 
a  Bishop  of  the,  in  America, 

XI.  74.  Of  the  ordination  of 
Messrs.  Weems  and  Gant  to, 
X.  367. 

EsTAiNG,  Cotmt  d',  his  conduct  in 
battle  off  Rhode  Island  and 
imder  criticism,  VII.  416.  His 
character,  VIII.  230. 

Europe,  enthusiasm  for  American 
cause  throtighout,  VII.  215. 

Evaporation,  cold  produced  by, 
III.  172.  Experiment  with 
ether  in  producing  cold  by, 
230.  Coohng  water  by,  2ji. 
Effect  of,  in  preserving  earth's 
surface  from  sun's  rajrs,  234. 

Extracts  from  a  Private  Journal: 
A  diary  of  Franklin's  journey 
from  Paris  to  Havre  and  South- 
ampton in  1785,  XI.  189. 


Farmer*s  Letters,  critidsm  of,  IV. 

409.     Authorship  of,  V.  59. 
Faucitt,  Colonel,  referred  to,  VII. 

193,  note. 
Felons,     on     sending    them     to 

America,    XII.    108;   Franklin 

petitions  against,  in  1767  and 

1768,  109. 

FiLANGIERI,      GaBTANO,      of      his 

work    Scienza    delta    Legisla^ 
zione,  X.  65.     His  death,  XI. 
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Fire,  company  in  Philadelphia  in- 
itiated by  Franklin,  I.  219. 
Phenomena  of,  III.  173.  Sug- 
gestion that  it  may  be  a  fluid 
similar  to  electricity,  id.  Exists 
in  all  substances.  III.  384.  In- 
fluence of  air  in  destruction  of 
bodies  by,  407.  Good  and  bad 
conductors  of,  id.  Separating 
power  of,  IX.  228.  Conjecture 
as  to  its  identity  with  light,  X. 
343.     Other  properties  of,  id. 

Fireplace,  Pennsylvania,  Frank- 
lin invents,  I.  237.  Patent  for, 
fraudently  obtained  in  London, 
2^8.     Account  of,  II.  78. 

Fisneries,  freedom  of,  on  banks 
of  Newfotmdland  and  else- 
where a  necessary  condition  of 
peace,  IX.  375,  note,  423,  note. 
Importance  of,  in  negotiations 
for  peace,  401.  Of  the  right  of 
Americans  to  dry  fish  in  New- 
foundland, 375,  note,  428,  note, 
X.  22,  note.  British  desire  to 
restrict  right  of,  in  treaty,  3^. 
Of  the  charge  that  Franldm 
prevented  grant  of  ftill  right  of, 
in  definitive  treaty,  169. 

Fitch,  John,  his  steamboat, 
which  is  thotight  by  Franklin 
too  expensive  for  practical 
utility,  XI.  406. 

FiTZMAURiCE,  Lord,  son  of  Lord 
Shelbume,  visits  Franklin  in 
Paris,  X.  357. 

Five  Nations,  Colden's  history  of, 
mentioned,  II.  205,  224.  See 
Six  Nations. 

Flanders,  observance  of  Sunday 
in,  XII.  284. 

Flbury,  M.,  medal  for,  ordex«d 
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by  Congress,  VIII.  189.  Cost 
01  medal,  335. 

Flies,  instance  of  restoring  life  to 
drowned,  VI.  no. 

Flora,  the  ship,  Franklin  requests 
restoration  of,  to  captain,  under 
law  of  nations  affecting  prop- 
erty of  neutrals,  VIII.  233. 

Florida,  impossibility  of  inducing 
emigration  to  mnn  Middle 
States,  VI.  a6,  31,  3a.  Parlia- 
mentary grants  to,  43,  note,  57. 
Governments  of  Bast  and  West 
established  by  royal  proclama- 
tion, 48. 

Flying  fish,  observations  on,  I. 

136. 

Fo^s,  description  of  extraordinary, 
m  France  in  1783,  X.  325. 
Suggestion  of  connection  of, 
wiui  cold  winters,  id. 

PoLGBR,  Pbtbr,  verses  by,  I.  40, 
41,  and  sketch  of,  40,  41,  note 

PoTHBRGiLL,  Dr.,  intercedes  be- 
tween Franklin  and  proprieta- 
ries, I.  308.  Negotiates  with 
Franklin  in  regard  to  recon- 
ciliation of  Great  Britain  and 
colonies,  VI.  445.  His  death, 
VIII.  369. 

Foundlings,  enormous  numbers 
of,  in  Paris,  X.  417,  XI.  46. 

Pox,  Charlbs  Iambs,  sends 
Thomas  Grenville  to  Paris  to 
negotiate  peace,  IX.  285. 
Franklin's  nigh  regard  for,  X. 
164,  165. 

France,  proceedings  of  commis- 
sioners to  (see  Commissioners). 
Franklin's  account  of  his  visit 
to,  in  1767,  IV.  312.  Troops 
sent  by,  to  West  Indies  not  hos- 
tile to  United  States,  VII.  11^. 
Suspected  of  supplying  mimi- 
tions  to  America,  154.  Con- 
flicting feeling  about  American 
war  in,  168.  United  States 
offers  to  assist,  in  conquest  of 
British  sugar  islands,  199.  Cor- 
diality towards  Americans  in, 
249.  Treaties  of  commerce  and 
of  defensive  alliance  with,  con- 
cluded, 251.  Franklin's  recep- 
tion by  people  and  court  of, 
261,  note.  Frustration  of  Brit- 
ish efforts  to  sow  dissension  be- 


tween United  States  and,  193- 
296.  Her  ships  laden  mh 
American  products  seised  bj 
British,  320.  Probable  out- 
break of  hostilities  between 
Great  Britain  and,  327.  Com- 
munication to  Messrs.  Lloyd 
relative  to  ix&e  ports  and  im- 
port duties  in,  438—429.  Cod- 
cemine  Hartley's  propositioii 
that  America  shall  repudiate 
alliance  with,  430-433,  4^8. 
Congress  proposes  codperataoo 
in  America  to  (1779),  440-444. 
PrankHn  perplexea  by  system 
<^  customs  duties  in,  VIII.  6. 
General  character  of  people  of, 
28.  Financial  straits  of  court 
of,  73.  Her  activity  in  naval 
preparations,  84.  Franklin  re- 
quests loan  of  one  nxilHon  from, 
on  promissory  notes  of  thirteen 
States,  86.  Franklin's  satis^ 
tion  with  ministers  of,  ris. 
American  residents  in,  subject 
to  laws  of,  1 67.  Franklin's  let- 
ter to  king  ot,  begging  for  ship 
of  war  for  transport  of  stores, 
183.  Amount  ot  loan  from,  to 
United  States,  191.  ExtraT»- 
sant  dress  in,  352.  Gift  from 
king  of,  to  United  States.  370. 
Distribution  of  king's  gift,  UL 
14.  Advantages  to,  in  keeping 
naval  force  on  American  coast, 
58.  Proposition    to    United 

States  to  make  peace  inde- 
pendently of,  rejected,  102-110. 
Fromises  United  States  addi- 
tional loan  (1782),  144,  Char- 
acteristics of  people  of,  14^ 
Generosity  of,  to  United  States, 
403.  Abstract  of  preliminaries 
of  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and,  X.  42.  Of  loans  by,  to  the 
United  States,  IX.  403.  X.  37. 
45 f  57.  89-  Imprudence  of 
weakening  ^ood  understanding 
between  United  States  and,  X 
62.  Preliminaries  of  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  Spain, 
and,  signed,  76.  Of  her  com- 
merce with  tne  United  States, 
91.  Of  her  embarrassed  finan- 
ces, 108.  Magnanimous  coo- 
duct    of,    in    negotiations  for 
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peace,  136.  Concerning  a  mil- 
fion  of  livres  loaned  by,  and  un- 
accounted for,  XI.  258,  368, 
278-280 ;  paid  to  Beaumarchais, 
300,  note. 
Peanklin,  Benjamin.  His  works, 
editions  of,  L  i.-xxvi.  His  Au- 
tobiography, history  of  (see 
Autooiography) ,  Ancestry,  33, 
34.  Letter  from  his  father  on 
family  history,  35,  note.  Fam- 
ily connection,  35-39.  His 
father's  removal  to  New  Eng- 
land, 3^.  His  birth,  39.  ESs 
school  me,  41,  42.  His  candle- 
raa^ang,  42,  46.  Character  of 
his  parents,  43-45.  Montunent 
to  his  parents,  46,  note.  Choice 
of  traae,  46,  47.  Apprenticed 
to  a  printer,  48.  His  early  lit- 
erary tastes  and  efforts,  47-52. 
His  adoption  of  Socratic  meth- 
od of  argument  and  reflections 
thereon,  5J-55:^  His  connec- 
tion with  New  England  Courant, 
56-59.  He  goes  to  New 
York,  60,  and  continues  his 
travels  to  Philadelphia,  61-64. 
His  early  adventures  in  Phila- 
delphia, 65-68,  and  employ- 
ment by  Keimer,  68.  wr 
William  Keith's  business  pro- 
posals to,  70,  71.  His  visit  to 
Boston,  71.  His  father  refuses 
to  act  on  Keith's  proposition, 
73.  His  visit  to  wewport  and 
adventures  en  route  to  New 
York,    74-76.  Visits    Gov. 

Burnet  of  ^few  York,  77.  Quar- 
rels with  his  friend  Collins,  77. 
Has  Sir  William  Keith's  prom- 
ise to  establish  him  in  business, 
79.  Resumes  animal  food,  80. 
His  life  with  Keimer  and  court- 
ship of  Miss  Read,  80-82.  His 
friendship  and  literary  discus- 
sions with  Osborne,  Watson, 
and  Ralph,  82-86.  He  sails  for 
England,  87.  Arrives  there, 
discovers  Keith's  treachery, 
and  meets  his  friend  Ralph,  88- 
90.  Is  employed  by  Palmer,  a 
printer  of  London,  91.  Pub- 
ushes  A  Dissertation  on  Liberty 
and  Necessity,  Pleasure  and 
Padn,  which  mtroduoes  him  to 


valuable  acquaintances ,  91. 
Sells  asbestos  purse  to  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  92.  Farts  from  Ralph 
and  leaves  Palmer,  03,  94.  His 
reflections  on  beer-<mnkin^,  96. 
His  influence  on  associates, 
97.  His  lodgines  on  Duke 
Street,  98,  99.  His  exhibition 
of  swimming,  100,  loi.  Enters 
Denham's  service  and  sails  for 
America,  102,  103.  Describes 
Portsmouth,  105,  and  Isle  of 
Wight,  1 07-1 1 7.  His  reflections 
on  solitude,  122.  His  observa- 
tions on  dolphins,  124,  on  gulf 
weed,  132,  and  on  fl3dng-fish 
and  herons,  136,  137.  Arrives 
in  Philadelphia,  140.  Loses  his 
situation  by  Denham's  death, 
142.  Re^^ges  with  Keimer, 
142.  Describes  his  duties  and 
associates,  142-144.  Quarrels 
with  Keimer,  145.  Contem- 
plates partnership  with  Mere- 
dith, 146,  but  returns  to  Kei- 
mer, 147.  His  religious  and 
moral  development,  149,  150. 
Forms  partnership  with  Mere- 
dith, 151.  Estaolishes  Junto 
Cl^b,  153,  154.  His  industry, 
156.  Contributes  to  Busy- 
Body  and  buys  Keimer's  news- 
paper, 157.  His  articles  at- 
tract |>ublic  attention  to  Penn^ 
sylvania  Gazette,  157-161.  His 
miancial  troubles  and  dissolu- 
tion of  partnership,  162,  163. 
His  opimons  about  increase  of 
paper-monev,  164,  165.  Opens 
a  stationers  shop,  166,  and 
vanquishes  competitors,  167. 
Contemplates  marriage  with 
Miss  Godfrey,  168,  but  marries 
Miss  Read,  170.  Establishes 
Philadelphia  public  library,  and 
secures  subscribers,  182-184. 
His  own  and  wife's  personal 
habits  and  characteristics,  184. 

185.  His  conception  of  true 
reUgion.  186.  His  experience 
with  a  Presbyterian  minister, 

186,  187.  His  plan  for  achiev- 
ing moral  perfection,  188- 
199.  Plans  Tne  Art  of  Virtue^ 
aoo.  His  moral  struggles, 
202-203.       Jottings    for   his 
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mat  and  txUnsivt  project 
to  re£onn  mankind,  303-206. 
Publishes  Poor  Richard's  Al- 
manac, ao6.  His  observa- 
tions on  the  proper  conduct  of 
newspapers,  208,  209.  His  busi- 
ness venture  in  South  Carolina, 

209.  Supports  the  preacher 
Hemphill,  211.  Studies  mod- 
em and  classical  languages,  2x2. 
214.  Opposes  enliu^ement  of 
J\mto  ChiD,  215.  Is  appointed 
derk  of  General  Assembly,  215 
and  i>o6tmaster,  217.  Suggests 
reform  of  city  watch,  217,  and 
initiates  Union  Fire  Company, 

210.  His  acquaintance  with 
Whitefidd,  the  revivalist,  and 
impressions  <^  him,  220-226. 
Extends  his  business,  226.  Ad- 
vocates establishment  of  Acad- 
emy and  improvement  of  de- 
fences and  founds  Philosoph- 
ical Society,  227-22^.  By  ac- 
tivity in  promoting  mterest  in 
military  defences,  ingratiates 
Umaelt  with  governor  and 
council,  but  ofifends  Quakers, 
whose  opposition  be  finally 
overcomes,  230-235.  Invents 
and  describes  the  Ftanklin  fire- 
place, 237,  238.  Again  advo- 
cates establishment  of  Acad- 
emy and  succeeds  in  founding 
it,  238,  23^.  Becomes  trustee 
of  the  Wmtefield  building  and 
acqtiires  it  for  Academy,  240, 
241.  Practically  retires  from 
the  printing  business,  241. 
Fills  several  dvil  offices  and  is 
elected  to  the  Assembly,  242, 
243.  Appointed  to  negotiate 
with  Inmans  and  reflects  on 
their  customs,  243,  244.  Aids 
Dr.  Bond  in  establishing  a  hos- 
pital, 244-247.  Ui]ges  pave- 
ment of  Philadelphia  streets 
and  introduces  bill  tor  that  pur- 
pose in  Assembly,  248,  249.  In- 
vents improved  street  lamp, 
250.  And  suggests  a  better 
method  of  cleamng  the  London 
streets,  251-254.  His  reflec- 
tions on  self-help  and  anecdote 
illustrating  his  own  self-help- 
fulness,   254.         Is  appointed 


jointly  with  Mr.  W.  Hunter 
Postmaster-General  in  Amer- 
ica, 255.  Receives  desree  of 
M.A.  from  Harvard  and  Yale, 
and  goes  to  Albany  to  confer 
with  deputies  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, 256.  His  fAan  for  de- 
fensive union  of  the  colonies 
and  its  fate,  256-259.  His  pub- 
He  and  private  relations  with 
Governor  Morris,  350-261.  Se- 
cures from  Assembly  grant  to 
assist  colony  <^  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  expedition  against 
French  in  Canada,  362,  263. 
Meets  General  Braddock  at 
Frederictown  and  contracts  to 
supply  his  army  with  baggage- 
wagons,  264.  Advertises  for 
wagons  and  issues  an  address 
to  the  people  asking  for  their 
cooperation,  265-268.  Assists 
Braddock's  expedition  still  far- 
ther, 269,  270.  His  estimate  of 
Braddodc  and  account  of  his 
defeat  at  Duquesne,  and  death, 
271-275.  Is  held  responsible 
for  value  by  owners  of  lost  and 
destroyed  wagons,  275,  376.  Is 
apxxsinted  commissioner  tor  ex- 
penditure of  defence  money, 
and  pushes  miHtia  bill  through 
Assembly,  278.  Commands  ex- 
pedition to  protect  northwest 
trontier  of  Pennsylvania  against 
Indians,  278,  270.  Btdlds  a  fort 
at  Moravian  village  of  Gnaden- 
hut,  280-282.  Resigns  his  com- 
mand, 284.  Describes  Mora- 
vian customs,  284,  385.  Is 
chosen  colonel  of  a  regiment  ol 
militia,  286.  Excites  jealousy 
of  the  proprietaries.  287. 
Growth  of  his  scientific  repu- 
tation, 280-292.  Is  elected 
member  ot  the  Royal  Society 
and  awarded  the  gold  medal  of 
Sir  Godfrey  Copley.  2^3,  294. 
Refuses  to  compromise  with 
the  proprietary,  295.  Is  ap- 
pointed by  Assembly  agent  to 
present  petition  against  pro- 
prietaries to  king,  296.  Per- 
suades the  Assembly  to  frame 
a  bill  for  defences  agreeable  to 
governor  and  proprietaries,  297. 
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Iffis  departure  for  England  de- 
layed by  Lord  Loudoun's  pro- 
crastination, 298-300.  Is  re- 
ferred to  the  treastuy  for  pay- 
ment of  the  remainder  of  ms 
personal  expenditure  for  Brad- 
dock's  expedition,  303.  Reflects 
on  the  building  and  sailing  of 
ships,  J05.  Escapes  wreck  on  the 
Scilly  Isles  and  arrives  in  Ixm- 
don,^o6,  307.  Discttsses  lecnsla- 
tion  for  the  colonies  with  Lord 
Granville,  308,  309.  Conducts 
controversy  with  proprietaries 
to  successful  issue,  310-31^. 
End  of  A  utobiography,  313.  Hts 
Life  and  Opinions.  Concerning 
sects  and  creeds,  II.  64.  New 
England  doctrine,  66.  Origin 
of  his  interest  in  electricity  and 
summary  account  of  Ids  ex- 
periments and  discoveries,  171- 
179.  Receives  dangerous  shock 
wmle  experimenting,  325. 
Thanked  by  Louis  XV.  for  lus 
discoveries  in  electricity,  402. 
His  services  to  Braddock,  III. 
90.  Participates  actively  in 
defensive  measures  after  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  10 1,  note.  Com- 
missioned military  commissioner 
for  Northampton  Cotmty,  ii8. 
Military  operations  conducted 
by,  1 1 9-126.  Made  a  member 
of  Society  for  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  etc.,  144,  note.  Sent 
to  England  by  Pfennsylvania 
Assembly  to  present  its  griev- 
ances against  the  proprietaries, 
169,  note.  Arrives  in  London, 
195.  Illness  of,  in  London, 
106.  William  Strahan  's  opinion 
ot,  202.  Visits  his  father's  birth- 
place at  Ecton,  237.  Visits 
Holland,    363.  Returns   to 

America  in  1762,  425,  note. 
Arrives  in  Philadelphia,  426. 
Chronicle  of  his  services  in  As- 
sembly from  175 1  to  1763,  434- 
444.  Expenses  of,  in  England, 
from  1757  to  1763,  44<,  446. 
Comments  on  peace  of  1763, 
447-  Second  mission  to  Eng- 
land, IV.  17,  note.  Public  sub- 
scription to  defray  his  expenses, 
17.        Partisan  opposition  to, 


id.,  ig.  Arrives  in  England,  31. 
Success  of  his  first  mission,  49. 
note.  Interesting  summary  of 
his  life  from  1962  to  1764  in 
letter  to  Lora  Kames,  148. 
Views  of,  in  regard  to  union  be- 
tween colonies  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  repeal  or  suspen- 
sion of  Stamp  Act,  166.  Ex- 
amined in  House  of  Commons 
in  regard  to  repeal  of  Stamp 
Act,  171.  Circumstances  lead- 
ing to  examination,  id.  Indig- 
nation against,  in  Philadelphia, 
caused  by  accusation  that  he 
had  planned  the  Stamp  Act, 
171,  note.  Extract  from  Gen- 
tleman^s  Magazine  on  examina- 
tion of,  214.  Editorial  note  on 
examination,  215.  Visits  the 
Continent  in  ij66,  234,  note. 
Proposes  to  visit  Paris,  311. 
Attentions  of  French  ambas- 
sador in  London  to,  id.  His 
g'oposers  on  his  election  to 
oyal  Society,  340.  Intrigues 
to  remove  him  from  his  office  of 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  in 
America,  V.  16.  Appointed 
agent  for  Georgia,  ao.  loyalty 
of,  to  colonies,  76,  note.  Writes 
to  London  Chronicle  in  answer 
to  "British  Officers**'  criticism 
of  origin  J  manners,  and  mili- 
tary services  of  Americans,  77. 
Answers  Stratum's  emeries  re- 
specting American  affairs,  129. 
Of  his  appointment  as  agent 
for  Massacnusetts,  217.  Rumor 
that  he  had  been  dismissed 
from  office  of  Deputy  Post- 
master-General, 219.  Confer- 
ence with  Lord  Hillsborough 
in  regard  to  his  appointment 
as  agent  for  Massachusetts,  231. 
Predicts  disunion  and  war  as 
inevitable  results  of  exaction  of 
customs  in  America  by  Parlia- 
ment, 245.  Remarks  of,  on 
project  of  making  colonial  gov- 
ernors indepencfent,  279;  on 
the  attempt  to  exempt  com- 
missioners of  customs  in 
Massachusetts  from  local  taxa- 
tion, 281.;  on  the  force  in 
the  colonies  of  king's  instruo- 
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tions,  983.  His  tour  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland  in  1771,  287, 
988.  Remarks  on  wretched 
condition  of  masses  in  those 
countries,  id.  Their  condi- 
tion compared  with  that  of 
people  in  New  England,  id.  Of 
the  downfall  of  Lord  Hills- 
borough, 344.  His  hopes  of 
favor  from  Lord  Dartmouth, 
345t  3^9-  His  expeiienoe  with 
Lord  Hillsborough  after  re- 
turning from  Ireland,  347.  His 
agreeable  situation  in  Cn^^land 
and  of  the  attention  paid  to 
him  by  foreign  ambassadors, 
348.  Cnosen  to  the  Royal  Acad- 
emy in  Paris,  ^49.  On  com- 
mittee of  Royal  Society  to  re- 
port on  lightning  conductors 
tor  powder  magazines  at  Pur- 
flee*.  35o»  35^-  His  report,  id. 
Favorably  received  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  385 ;  presents  Mas- 
sachusetts petition  to  him,  388. 
His  preface  to  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  Freeholders, 
etc.,  of  Boston,  392.  His  con- 
nection with  these  proceedings, 
309,  note.  Answers  the  repOTt 
ot  the  Board  of  Trade  on  Wal- 

gsle's  grant  or  settlement  on 
hio  river,  433.  Compensation 
of,  as  agent  for  Pennsylvania 
and  other  provinces*  vl.  63. 
Transmits  Hutchinson's  letters 
to  Massachusetts,  196.  Justifies 
his  conduct  as  agent  against 
censtire  of  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature, 159.  His  strained  rela- 
tions with  Lord  North,  174. 
Motives  of,  in  transmittmg 
Hutchinson's  letters,  186,  i8j. 
Sends  to  Lord  Dartmouth  peti- 
tions of  Massachusetts  for  re- 
moval of  Hutchinson  and 
Oliver,  190.  Advisability  of 
concealing  his  connection  with 
transmission  of  letters,  186, 
187,  193.  Discloses  his  agency 
in  transmitting  the  letters  to 
prevent  duel  between  Temple 
and  Whately,  966,  968.  His 
correspondence  with  Josiah 
Tucker  in  refutation  of  charge 
that  he  had  solicited  Grenviue 


for  a  place  in  the  stamp  offioe. 
969.  Interview  with  Lard 
Dartmouth  on  petition  for  re- 
moval of  Massachusetts  gover- 
nors, 966.  Hearing  on  the  peti- 
tion before  the  privy  coundl, 
977.  Editorial  account  of  hs 
connection  with  transmission  of 
Hutchinson's  letters,  and  of 
hearing  before  the  privv  coan- 
dl,  989-300.  His  own  "Account 
of  the  Transactions  Relating 
to  Governor  Hutchinson's  Let- 
ters," 370.  Dismissed  from 
office  of  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  in  North  America,  287. 
Of  his  reapixnntment  to  Geor^ 
taa,  agency  in  i774.  3o».  3^7. 
Resentment  agadnst,  in  Eng- 
land on  account  of  transmissioii 
of  Hutchinson  letters,  311. 
Sails  for  America  March  20, 
x775f  4j5>  note.  His  narra- 
tive of  his  efforts  to  effect  a  re- 
conciliation with  Great  Britain, 
435.  His  demeanor  after  Wed- 
derbum's  attack  on  him  before 
the  Privy  Council,  ^36.  Fixst 
interview  with  Lord  rhaf^ftm, 
A39.  Interviews  and  correspon- 
dence  with  David  Barclay  and 
Dr.  Fothergill  on  subject  of  re- 
conciliation, 443.  His  "Ifints 
on  Terms  of  Reconciliation'' 
prepared  at  Barclay's  request, 
448.  First  interview  with  Lord 
Howe  on  subject  of  recondHa- 
tion,  VII.  14.  Agrees  at  Lord 
Howe's  request  to  prepare 
propositions  for  reconciliation, 
17.  Interview  with  Lord  Chat- 
ham on  proceedings  of  Con- 
tinental G>ngress,  19.  Intro- 
duced by  Lord  Chatham  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  31.  Further 
interviews  with  Lord  Chatham 
on  latter's  plan  of  reconcilia- 
tion, 34.  visited  in  Craven 
Street  by  Lord  Chatham,  35. 
Notes  01,  on  Lord  Chatham's 

Elan,  ^7.  Eulogized  by  Chat- 
am  m  House  of  Lords,  41. 
Offers  of  rewards  to,  if  he  would 
assist  British  ministry  in  effect- 
ing a  reconciliation,  by  Lord 
Howe,  91,  69;  by  Lorci  Hy^ 
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71;  through  Barclay,  46.  Pro- 
poses to  send  memorial  to  Lord 
Dartmouth  demanding  satis- 
faction for  injuries  to  Massa- 
chusetts, 75.  Dissuaded  by 
Walpole  from  presenting  me- 
morial, id.  Proposes  in  Con- 
gress "Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion and  Perpetual  Union,"  94. 
His  eyesight  failing,  112.  Is 
appointed  to  negotiate  union 
between  the  colonies  and  Can- 
ada, 117.  Is  obliged  by  ill- 
health  to  leave  Caxiada  and  re- 
turns to  New  York,  125.  Ad- 
vises Washington  to  permit 
Joseph  Belton  to  experiment  in 
destruction  of  enemy's  ships, 
126.  Submits  to  Congress 
sketch  of  jpropositions  for  peace 
between  (^eat  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  128;  and  is  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  court  of  Prance, 
note.  Is  appointed  by  Con- 
gress to  conier  with  Lord  Howe 
on  subject  of  reconciliation, 
143,  ancl  suggests  to  Lord  Howe 
a  meeting  at  Amboy,  143. 
In  France:  Arrives  at  Auray  in 
Brittanv,  148.  Describes  voy- 
age ana  future  intentions,  150. 
Summarizes  results  of  war  of 
independence  up  to  his  depart- 
ure m)m  America,  152.  Hears 
that  the  French  government 
has  secretl}r  shipped  field-pieces 
etc.,  to  United  States,  157.  Is 
described  by  the  French  police, 
169.  His  feeling  about  rumors 
and  spies,  170.  Demands  from 
Congress  remittance  of  allot- 
ment for  expenses,  171.  Ob- 
serves Paris  fashions,  17  <.  Pre- 
dicts ruin  of  England,  177. 
Willingly  defers  private  griev- 
ances to  public  affairs,  178-180, 
J47.  His  opinions  on  pnvateer- 
mg,  182.  Describes  his  own  ap- 
pearance, 185.  Is  believed  to 
oe  author  of  satirical  letter 
from  Cotmt  de  Schaumbergh  to 
Baron  Hohendorf,  191.  Re- 
fuses mission  to  Spain,  198, 199. 
His  objections  to  the  United 
States  suing  for  foreign  alli- 


ances, 201;  and  occupation  of 
de  Chaumont's  house  at  Passy, 
note.  His  rules  for  correspon- 
dence with  strangers,  203.  Dis- 
courages French  officers  from 
going  to  United  States  on  the 
chance  of  obtaining  commis- 
sions, 209,  218,  231,  223.  His 
opinions  on  letters  of  recom- 
mendation, 219,  220 ;  and  model 
of  one,  note.  His  opinions  on 
Lord  Ncjrth's  bill  proposing 
compromise  with  colonies,  257- 
259.  Proposes  a  conference 
with  Englisn  commissioners  in 
Paris,  250.  Is  lionized  in  Paris, 
261.  Defends  himself  and  Silas 
Deane  against  Arthur  Lee's 
charges  of  negligence,  dis- 
courtesy, etc.,  277-284.  Re- 
fuses to  consider  a  peace 
with  Great  Britain  whicn  in- 
cludes offensive  alliance  against 
France,  29^-296.  Declines  to 
permit  Lee  s  supervision  of  lids 
private  expenses,  300.  De- 
clines dedication  of  print  in 
which  he  thinks  himself  tmduly 
praised,  308.  His  opinions  on 
export  duties,  323.  His  notes 
on  his  health,  333.  His  per- 
sonal-expense accounts  with 
Congress,  350.  Describes  home 
at  Passy,  427.  Is  appointed 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
France,  429,  note.  His  grati- 
fication on  appointment,  431. 
His  contentment  with  life,  Vui. 
8.  ^  Is  presented  at  court  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  23. 
Acknowledges  credentials  from 
Congress  and  annotmoes  their 
presentation  at  court,  69,  70. 
Refers  to  personal  abuse  by 
Lee  and  Izard,  89,  94.  His 
pleasure  in  society  of  his  grand- 
sons, 96,  100.  Describes  me- 
c^allions  and  portraits  of  him- 
self, 98.  His  printing-house  in 
Virginia  sold,  108.  ifis  anxiety 
about  granting  of  supplies  by 
France,  123;  and  hopes  of  pro- 
curing them,  129.  Is  bothered 
for  money  by  various  public 
servants,  132.  Will  not  en* 
courage  project  to  raise  foceiga 
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regiment  for  service  of  United^ 
States,  i^o.  Is  troubled  by' 
oontintied  unexpected  drafts, 
151.  Refers  to  his  popularity 
in  France  and  death  of  old 
friends,  153.  Desires  abolition 
of  war,  174.  Compares  social 
customs  of  different  countries, 
906.  Refutes  misrepresenta- 
tions of  British  Commissioner 
Johnstone ,  210-914.  Gets  tired 
of  sitting  for  his  portrait,  366. 
His  remedy  for  gout,  374.  His 
instructions  from  Congress  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
court  of  France,  331.  Tenders 
his  resignation  to  Congress,  383. 
Is  entertained  by  the  Countess 
d'Houdetot,  403.  His  feelings 
in  favor  of  free  trade,  436.  Is 
appointed  one  of  five  ministers 
to  negotiate  peace,  434.  His 
resignation  declined  by  Con- 
gress, IX.  30.  Is  anxious  to 
recover  drafts  of  his  letters 
written  while^  in  England,  38. 
Desires  to  finish  cremtably  his 
financial  operations  in  France, 
168.  Receives  honors  from 
Academy  of  Science  and  Arts 
at  Padua,  181.  His  apprecia- 
tion of  Cowper's  poems,  sop. 
Desires  to  visit  his  friends  in 
England,  313.  Reflects  on  com- 
parative merit  of  animate  and 
manimate  works  of  nature,  314. 
Regrets  his  want  of  time  for 
scientific  studies,  3 1 8.  Reflects 
on  the  greater  use  of  printing 
than  oratory,  221.  His  opin- 
ions on  the  futility  of  polemics, 
325;  and  of  dedications,  226. 
Believes  militia  preferable  to 
standing  army,  2J9;  and  that 
after  peace  the  United  States 
will  disband  regular  troops, 
340.  His  journal  of  the  nego- 
tiations for  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  348.  Receives  Mr. 
Oswald,  Lord  Shelbume's  rep- 
resentative, 253.  Introduces 
him  to  Coimt  de  Vergennes, 
354.  Writes  to  Lord  Shelbume 
account  of  interview  with  Mr. 
Oswald  and  Vergennes,  3j6. 
Notes    for    conversation    with 


Oswald,  963.  Intrcxiuces  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville  to  Count  de 
Vergennes,  986.  Their  inter- 
view, id.  Anecdote  of  visit  to 
Cotmt  du  Nord,  son  of  the  Cxar 
of  Russia,  399.  Necessary  and 
advisable  provisions  of  treaty 
of  peace  stated  to  Oswald  by. 
375,  note.  Of  the  xnisunder- 
stsuiding  with  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes over  the  conclusion  of 
the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners without  consulting 
French  ministry,  X.  49-57. 
Proposes  to  abolish  privateer- 
ing and  neutralize  non-com- 
batants and  their  property,  6^. 
Justifies  signature  of  prelimi- 
naries of  treaty  without  know- 
led£|e  of  French  ministnr,  132. 
Desires  to  bepermittea  to  re- 
sign, 140.  Writes  to  Jay  smd 
Adams  for  vindication  from 
accusation  that  he  had  fovored 
French  opposition  to  full  ^rant 
of  rights  01  fishery  to  Amencans 
in  treaty,  169.  Jay's  reply,  179. 
Adams'  reply,  184.  Note  on 
this  subject,  169.  His  opinions 
on  fishery  ouestion,  183.  Af- 
flicted by  tne  stone,  916.  Of 
his  desire  to  be  recalled,  334, 
394.  His  interviews  with  Hr. 
John  Baynes  and  Sir  Samuel 
Komilly,  340.  Of  his  enemies, 
361;  has  none  as  a  man,  id. 
Appointed  by  king  of  Prance 
to  investigate  the  theories  of 
Mesmer,  297,  note.  Replies  to 
British  objections  to  form  of 
ratification  of  treaty  by  Con- 
P^ss,  333.  Is  chosen  member 
of  the  Ko5ral  Academy  of  His- 
tory at  Madrid,  360,  381.  Svif- 
gests  air-tight  compartments  m 

g ticket  boats  saihng  between 
ngland  and  America,  364, 365. 
Renews  correspondence  wiui 
his  son  William,  403.  Recei\'es 
from  Congress  leave  to  return 
to  America,  XI.  25,  35.  Ac- 
cotmt  of  an  electric  shock  re- 
ceived by,  in  1774, 34.  Requests 
Cotmt  de  Vergennes  to  present 
his  farewell  to  king  of  France, 
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32[.  Of  his  salary  and  accounts 
with  Congress,  59.  Is  chosen 
an  associate  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Belles  Lettres,  and 
Arts  at  Lyons,  70.  Leaves 
Passv  for  Havre  and  arrives  at 
Soutnampton,  81,  8a.  On  re- 
turn home  receives  address  of 
Pennsylvania  Assembly,  and  of 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
fephes,  182-185.  Accoimt  of 
his  journey  from  Paris  to  South- 
ampton in  1785,  194.  Receives 
further  addresses,  and  replies, 
aoa.  Rumor  of  his  capture  by 
the  Algerines,  ao6.  Of  a  million 
of  livres  loaned  by  France  and 
unaccounted  for,  358,  a68,  378- 
a8o;  paid  Beaumarchais,  300. 
note.  Is  chosen  President  ot 
Pfennsvlvania,  21a;  chosen  a 
second  time,  108,  31a.  His 
health  and  pubuc  life  in  178^, 
309.  Expects  to  take  part  m 
constitutional  convention,  313. 
His  constant  attendance  at 
convention,  353,  390.  Third 
time  President  of  Pennsylvania, 
391,  408.  His  health  and  cir- 
cumstances in  1788,  4x8.  Fa- 
vors Washington  for  first  Presi- 
dent, 431.  Comments  on  con- 
stitiitional  term  of  President  of 
United  States,  443;  on  his 
health,  XII.  ^,  4;  on  the  con- 
tinuation of  ms  memoirs,  XI. 
444,  XII.  7.  Mentions  loss  of 
^pers  and  letters,  XII.  17. 
Complains  of  ill-treatment  from 
Congress,  ao.  Enumeration  of 
his  services  to  the  United 
States,  a^.  Requests  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts  by  Con- 
gress, 39-31,  note.  His  happy 
fife  in  1789,  65.  Health  breaks 
and  he  is  unable  to  finish  me- 
moirs, 128.  Further  reference 
to  ill-health,  137,  145.  Chosen 
member  of  Acaaemy  of  Sciences 
at  St.  Petersburg,  I J  a.  His  por- 
trait desired  for  Yale  College, 
183.  His  religious  opinions, 
185.  His  death,  195,  note ;  pro- 
ceedings in  Congress  thereupon, 
199,  note;  in  tne  National  As- 
sembly in  France,  aoo.       His 


funeral  and  will,  199,  aoo.  His 
epitaph,  a  34.  His  desire  to 
hve  m  Eneland  permanently. 
990.  Predacts  tnat  reign  of 
George  III.  will  be  happy  and 
glorious,  391;  vindicates  him- 
self from  charoe  that  he  ob- 
structed his  Majesty's  service 
in  America  (1764},  394.  His 
services  to  Braddock,  Shirley, 
and  Loudoun,  id.  Anger  and 
malice  of  Proprietary  party 
against,  396.  His  feelings  in 
regard  to  attack  upon  him  be- 
fore privy  cotmdl,  337. 

Franklin,  Jambs,  establishes 
New  England  Courant,  I.  55. 
Is  censured  and  imprisoned,  58. 
Resents  Benjamin^  visit,  7a. 

Franklin,  Janb.  See  Mbcom, 
Janb. 

Franklin,  John,  death  of.  III. 
ia7. 

Franklin,  Josiah,  Benjamin's 
father.  His  birthplace  at  Ecton 
visited.  III.  337. 

Franklin,  Pbtbr,  brother  of 
Benjamin,  III.  359.  His  death, 
IV.  339. 

Franklin,  Samubl,  nephew  of 
Benjamin,  IV.  300. 

Franklin,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Benjamin,  of  her  proposed 
marriage,  IV.  307.  Her  mar- 
riage to  Richard  Bache,  30a, 
note.       Her  patriotism,  VlII. 

363. 
Franklin^  State  of,  named  after 

Dr.  Franklin,  XI.  a<7,  a7^; 
who  is  consulted  by  Sevier  in 
dispute  between  North  Caro- 
lina and,  304. 

Franklin  Stove.  See  Fireplace, 
Pennsylvania. 

Franklin,  Thomas,  imcle  of  Ben- 
jamin, account  of,  III.  a38. 

Franklin,  town  of,  receives  pres- 
ent of  books  from  Dr.  Franklin, 
XI.  ao,  ai,  note,  24. 

Franklin,  William,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin, account  of,  by  his  father, 
II.  270.  William  Strahan's 
opinion  of.  III.  205.  Stimmary 
01  his  career,  429,  note.  Ap- 
pointed governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey, 429.      His  sentiments  on 
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the  colonial  disputes,  VI.  993. 
Remaios  a  royalist,  VII.  340. 
Renews  friendly  correspona- 
enoe  with  his  father,  X.  403. 
Reported  removal  from  ^v- 
emorship  of  New  Jersey,  Xll. 

331.  337- 
Franklin,  William  Tbmplb,  m- 

herits  his  grandfather  Benja- 
min's papers  and  MSS.,  I.  vi. 
and  XII.  198,  909.  Is  accused 
of  accepting  money  from  Brit- 
ish government  for  withholding 
his  grandfather's  MSS.,  with 
correspondence,  refutation  of 
charge  and  criticism,  I.  viii.- 
xviii.  His  edition  of  Franklin, 
xviii.  His  disposition  of  ori- 
ginal MSS.,  marriage  and 
death,  xx.  His  affection  for  his 
grandfather,  VIII.  06.  Is  re- 
conmiended  for  diplomatic  po- 
sition by  his  grandfather,  384. 
Of  his  compensation  as  private 
secretary  to  his  grandfather  in 
France,  IX.  418.  Further  ef- 
forts of  his  grandfather  to  ob- 
tain diplomatic  position  for,  X. 
936,  J98-331. 

Free  Blacks,  plan  for  transacting 
business  of  the  Society  for  the 
ReUef  of,  XII.  135. 

Free  Trade,  Frankhn's  views  on, 
as  between  England  and  Ire- 
land, XI.  97. 


Gage,  General,  his  treacherous 
conduct  towards  people  of  Bos- 
ton, VII.  81.  His  perfidy  to 
the  people  of  Boston,  XII.  iz6. 

Galloway,  Joseph,  preface  to 
speech  of,  on  petition  to  king 
to  change  form  of  TOvemment 
of  Pennsylvania,  IV.  79.  His 
statement  of  evil  results  of  pro- 
prietary government,  406.  His 
plan  of  reconciliation  before  the 
Continental  Congress,  VI.  430. 
Franklin's  criticism  of  plan,  id. 

Ga RANGER,  Mr.,  introduced  by 
Franklin  to  Board  of  War,  VII. 
196. 

Gardoqui,  M.,  sent  bv  king  of 
Spain  as  Charge  d 'Affaires  to 
United  States,  A.,  429. 


GatetU,  Pefmsyhfoma^  dialogoe 
on  pubUc  men  apnpears  in,  L 
409.  Letter  from  CeEa 
418.  Letter  from  Anthoor 
Afterwit,  491.  Essay  on  5e^- 
denial  not  the  essence  cf  virtui, 
496;  On  the  usefulness  of  maA^ 
mattes,  II.  3. ;  On  true  happiness, 
7;  On  ^ovemntent,  10,  14;  On 
discoveries,  17 ;  on  Waste  of  Ufi, 
99 ;  on  Causes  of  earthquakes,  49. 

Gbbblik,  Count  de,  sketch  of, 
VIII.  409,  note. 

Gentieman's  MagoMtne,  Prankfin 
undertakes  distribution  of,  in 
America,  XII.  969,  979. 

George  III.,  extract  from  his  let- 
ters to  Lord  North  about  hirinf 
of  German  mercenaries,  VIL 
193,  917,  note;  and  from  ooe 
expressing  bis  conviction  that 
Pranldin  was  his  most  formid- 
able enemy,  959,  note.  Frank- 
lin's prediction  in  1763  thst 
reign  of,  would  be  happy  azid 
glorious,  XII.  991. 

Gwrgia,  Franklin  appointed  agent 
for,  IV.  90.  Parfiamentaxy 
grants  to,  VI.  57.  Prooeedingi 
m  legislature  ot,  on  reappGint- 
ment  of  Franklin  as  agent  in 
1774,  309,  397.  Refeienoe  to 
Bnl^  force  in,  VIII.  13.  Brit- 
ish capture  Savannah  in,  90. 

G6rard,  M.,  aopointed  by  France 
Minister  to  Congress,  Vll.  277- 
979;  and  Mr.  Lee*s  objections, 
note. 

Germans,  tmdesirable  emigration 
of,  to  Pennsylvania,  II.  233. 
Observations  on  emigration  en, 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the 
character  of  the  emigrants,  413. 
Fears  that  they  wotild  out- 
ntunber  the  Engli^,  414. 
Princes  of,  hire  soldiers  to  Brit- 
ish for  service  in  America,  VIL 
916;  and  George  the  Third's  and 
Frederick  the  Great's  opinioa 
of  their  trade  in  mercenaries, 
note. 

GiLLON,  Conunodore,  his  trouWe 
with  Colonel  Laurens.  VIII. 
442-44^,  note.  Difl&ctilties  in 
Holland  about  goods  p\irdiased 
by,  IX.  131,  145.     Qunmands 
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the  South  Carolina  fngaXe,  X. 
434,  note. 
Glass,  equalities  of,  in  relation  to 
electndty,  II.  341.  Whole 
force  of  Leyden  bottle  in,  34a. 
Electrical  t)attery  made  of,  343. 
Great  quantity  of  electrical 
force  and  fire  in,  349.  An  elec- 
tric per  se  or  non-conductor, 
JO  J.  Strongly  attracts  electric 
nmd,  but  resists  the  passage  of 
it,  id.  These  equalities  recon- 
ciled and  explained,  305-313. 
Of  the  pores  of,  III.  69.  hnper- 
meabihty  of,  by  electricity,  76. 
Permeable  when  heated,  374- 

£76.  Qualities  necessary  for 
eyden  experiment,  VI.  95, 
131.  More  or  less  permeable  by 
electricity  according  to  quality, 
95.  Importance  of  chemical 
examination  of,  95,  141. 

Gnadenkut,  fort  built  at,  I. 
380-383;  and  III.  11^131. 
Franklin's  accoimt  of  military 
and  defensive  operations  at, 
133. 

Gordon  Riots  in  London  described, 
VIII.  353,  356. 

Government,  essa^  on,  II.  10,  14. 

Governors,  colomal,  of  the  char- 
acter and  conduct  of,  IV.  383. 
Of  the  proposal  to  niake  them 
independent  of  colonial  assem- 
blies, y.  353,  380.  Franklin's 
proposition  for  support  of,  in 
Hmts  of  Terms  to  Secure  Re- 
conciliation," VII.  6. 

Grand,  Ferdinand,  banker  for 
United  States  in  Paris,  VII. 
300.  His  family  and  friends, 
338,  note.  Is  accredited  to  <^i8- 
cuss  loan  to  United  States  with 
M.  Vergennes,  447.  Proposition 
to  withdraw  United  States 
business  from,  IX.  15;  but  not 
acted  on,  63. 

Granville,  Lord,  instructs 
Franklin  on  duties  of  colonists, 

I.  308,  309- 
Grass,  of  the  cultivation  of,  on 

Franklin's  farm,  II.  193. 

Great  Britain,  advantages  to,  of 

union  with  colonies,  VI.   158. 

Inattention   of   people   in,   to 

colonial  matters,  170.    Device 


or  picture  emblematical  of  re- 
sult of  her  colonial  policy,  411 
note.  Compared  with  United 
States  in  regard  to  basis  of 
credit,  VII.  159-167.  Restitu- 
tion of  vessels  by,  demanded, 
181.  Concerning  the  hire  of 
foreign  soldiers  by,  193-195, 
note.  Opinion  of  Franklin  ex- 
pressed by  king  of,  and  com- 
missioners to  negotiate  peace 
appointed  b>r  him,  359,  note. 
Interferes  with  transport  of 
American  products  in  French 
vessels,  330.  War  between 
France  and,  imminent,  337. 
Indiscretion  of  her  commis- 
sioners in  America,  344.  Her 
people's  hatred  of  America, 
434.  Descent  on  her  coast 
towns  contemplated,  VIII.  14; 
and  plan  abandoned,  4^,  note. 
Speculations  on  invasion  of, 
115.  Has  no  friends  in  Eu- 
rope, 133.  190.  Franklin  re- 
quested to  support  Catholic 
petitioners  in,  364.  Franklin's 
opinions  about  honesty  of  her 
parliaments,  310.  Low  rate  of 
bills  of  exchange  in,  444.  Re- 
fuses to  treat  equally  with 
United  States,  IX.  44.  Her 
parliament  considers  cessation 
of  war  with  America,  1 54.  Her 
people  opposed  to  war,  156. 
Chsmge  01  ministry  rumored, 
159.  Secret  efforts  of,  to  make 
peace  with  France,  186,  190, 
194.  Her  ministry  proposes 
peace  to  Holland,  191.  Ab- 
stract of  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  with  France,  A.  43.  Pre- 
fiminaries  of  peace  with  United 
States  agreed  upon,  34;  with 
France  and  Spain,  76.  Defini- 
tive treaties  with  United  States, 
France,  and  Spain  signed,  171. 

Grenada,  government  under  name 
of,  established  by  royal  procla- 
mation, VI.  49. 

Grenville,  George,  proposes  to 
raise  revenue  from  America  by 
issuing  paper  money  to  colonies 
IV.  390.  His  motion  in  regard 
to  publication  in  Boston  Gazette, 
330.    Anecdote  of  his  tilt  with 
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Colonel  Onslow  in  Hotue  of 
Commons  on  American  affairs, 
338.  Danger  to  America  of  his 
possible  accession  to  power,  V. 
23, 
Grbnvillb,  Thomas,  sent  to 
Paris  by  Mr.  Fox  to  negotiate 
for  general  peace,  IX.  283.  In- 
tro£ioed  by  PrankHn  to  Count 
de  Vergennes,  986.  Notifies 
FrankHn  that  he  has  received 
full  powers  to  treat  with  France 
and  her  allies^  3x3.  Of  the  ob- 
jection that  his  commission  was 
limited  to  France,  ^15.      Ex- 

glains  his  conmiission,  320. 
ends  for  fuller  instructions, 
321.  States  that  he  has  re- 
ceived ftdl  powers  to  treat  with 
France  and  any  other  prince  or 
state,  351.  Sincerity  of  his  mis- 
sion doubted  by  Count  de  Ver- 
ginnes,  358.  Recalled  to  Eng- 
nd,  388,  note. 

Guadalaupe,  interest  of  Great 
Britain  considered  with  regard 
to  acquisition  of  Canada  and, 
III.  278.  Merits  of,  to  Gteat 
Britain  overvalued,  320. 

GuBY,  M.,  recommenoed  by 
Franklin  as  skilful  surgeon, 
VII.  208. 

Cuff  Stream,  chart  of,  X.  365. 
Effect  of,  upon  motion  of  ves- 
sels, XI.  114.  English  captains 
ignorant  of  existence  of,  Z15. 
Remarks  on  causes  of,  116. 
Thermometrical  tables  showing 
temperature  of,  1 29.  Observa- 
tions on  crossing,  134.  De- 
scription of,  and  use  of,  in 
shortening  voyages  between 
England  and  America,  XII. 
^04. 

Weed,   observations  on,   I. 

132-135- 

ri 


G^f 


Hailstones,  conjecture  as  to  the 
cause  of,  X.  323. 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  Philadelphia 
lawyer,  takes  passage  for  Eng- 
land in  same  vessel  as  Frank- 
Un,  I.  87.  Conspiracy  against, 
of  Keith  and  Riddlesden  dis- 
closed, 89.    Franklin  gives  him 


1*8  letter,  90.  Inflii* 
ences  government  patronage 
for  Franklin,  153. 

Hamilton,  Jambs,  sqq  of  An- 
drew, mentionea,  I.  87,  i6s. 
note.  Appointed  goveiaor  cl 
Pennsylvania,  II.  ajo.  Wi 
views  on  taxation  of  pn>prie» 
tary  estates.  III.  225,  note. 

Hamilton,  Sir  William,  bis  ex- 
periments on  electrical  poweis 
of  torpedo  or  Surinam  eel,  V. 
220. 

HaPfnness,  essay  on  true,  11.  7. 
Drinkingsong  about,  VII.  39! 

Hartley,  David,  his  mission  to 
Paris,  VII.  293.  His  proposi- 
tions for  peace  rejected,  2^ 
295.  His  letters  concerning 
peace.  423, 424.  His  suggestaoQ 
that  America  shotild  repudiate 
French  alliance,  430-433*  43*. 
Proposes  peace  to  United  States 
Plenipotentiary  in  France, 
VIII.  32.  Formulates  detail  of 
negotiations,  38.  Franklin  re- 
plies to  proposals  from,  62-65. 
Effects  excnange  of  prisoners, 
73.  His  concmatory  bill  mis- 
understood by  Franklin,  IX. 
loi-iio;  and  explained,  118- 
124.  His   explanation  ac- 

cepted,   136.  His    opinioos 

about  Lord  North's  ministry 
and  the  peace,  200.  His  "Bre- 
viate,"  203.  His  interview 
with  Lord  Shelbume  in  regard 
to  necfotiations  for  peace,  309. 
Sent  by  Pox  "^o  Paris  to  con- 
clude definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
X.  100. 

Harvard  College,  of  a  telescope 
and  other  instruments  for,  V.  6. 

Havana,  observations  on  the  cap- 
ture of.  III.  430. 

Heart,  motion  of  blood  in,  II,  118. 
Heat  of  blood  produced  by  ac- 
tion of,  221. 

Heat,  phenomena  of  cold  and.  III. 
172.  Good  conductors  of,  173, 
178.  Source  of,  in  human  boay, 
177. 

Helvetius,  Mme.,  her  letter  to 
Franklin,  I.  xxiv.  Dream  ad- 
dressed to,  VII.  39^.  Her  at- 
tractions   and    friends,     397. 
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Franklin's  sentiment  for,  400. 
Her  cats,  XL  248. 
Hbicphill,  Mr.,  his  stolen  ser- 
mons, I.  311. 

Hbrschel,  Sir  William,  thanks 
Franklin  for  his  election  to 
American  Philo.  Soc.  XI.  410. 

Hissians,  their  behavior  at 
Trenton  satirically  referred  to 
VII.  191.  Price  paid  their 
prince  for,  by  Englisn,  193, 194, 
note. 

Hbwson,  Mrs.  Mary,  invited  by 
Franklin  to  live  with  him  at 
Passy,  and  to  accompany  him 
to  America,  X.  403. 

Hbwson,  Mrs. William.  S^e  Stb- 
VBNSON,  Mary. 

Hillsborough,  Lord,  becomes 
Secretary  of  State  for  America, 
IV.  37ii.  Objects  to  appoint- 
ment ot  colonial  agents,  V.  925. 
Franklin's  estimate  of  his  char- 
acter, 929.  Conference  of,  with 
Franklin,  in  regard  to  appoint- 
ment to  Massachusetts  agency, 
9^1.  Extraordinary  courtesy 
of,  to  Franklin,  in  Ireland,  290, 
300.  Succeeded  by  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, 344.  Causes  of  his 
downfall,  344.  His  report  on 
the  Ohio  settlement  or  Wal- 
pole's  grant,  408.  Effect  of 
Franklin's  reply  to  report,  408, 
note.  Pecuhar  interview  with 
Franklin,  VI.  175.  Some  criti- 
dsm  of,  by  FraxikHn,  XII.  313. 
Politeness  of,  to  Franklin  m 
Ireland,  322. 

Hints  far  a  Reply  to  the  Protests  of 
Certain  Members  of  the  House  of 
Lords  against  the  Repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  IV.  9a8. 

Historical  Review  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Franklin  not  the  au- 
thor of.  III.  3315,  note. 

Holland,  institutions  in,  for  ased 
men  and  women,  V.  138.  in- 
solence to  states  of,  shown  by 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  VII.  200. 
Indepenoence  of  United  States 
annotmced  to,  286.  Congress 
wishes  to  send  minister  to,  288. 
American  loan  from,  referred  to 

436.     Resolves  to  convoy  thirir 
VOL.  zn.— ^9. 


n[ierchant  ships,  VIII.  67.  Loan 
to  United  States  refused  by 
bankers  in,  77.  Neufville's  pro- 
posal to  negotiate  loan  with, 
130.  Rimior  of  treaty  between 
iunerica  and,  222.  uncertain 
attitude  towards  United  States, 
333.  Cause  of  England's  de- 
claration of  war  against,  ^65. 
Laurens  negotiates  loan  with, 
440.  Franlmn's  opinion  of  peo- 
ple of,  IX.  17,  19.  Extent  of 
Laurens'  purchases  in,  45,  46. 
Goods  for  United  States  de- 
tained in,  66.  The  Neufville 
loan  again,  67.  Further  refer- 
ence to  detention  of  goods,  131, 
145.  Cities  of,  declare  in  favor 
of  American  independence,  i6{. 

HoLLis,  Thomas,  Franklin's  esti- 
mate of  his  character,  X.  lot. 

Hood,  M.,  defrauds  Franldin,  VIl. 
907. 

HoPKiNSON,  Francis,  his  political 
squibbs  referred  to,  Vlll.  196. 

HoPKiNSON,  Thomas,  sketch  of 
the  life  of,  II.  911,  note,  ids 
electrical  experiments,  181, 
note. 

HouDON,  M.,  the  sculptor  em* 
ployed  to  make  a  bust  of  Wash- 
mgton,  and  visits  America,  XI. 
188,  and  note. 

HowB,  Lord,  his  first  interview 
with  Franklin  on  subject  of  re- 
conciliation, VII.  14.  Their 
negotiation  on  means  of  ad- 

i'usting  disputes  between  Great 
Britain  and  colonies,  22-29. 
Dissatisfied  with  Franklin  s 
proposals,  27.  Terminates  ne- 
gotiations, 7  J.  Is  appointed  to 
command  ot  British  fleet  in 
North  America,  and  commis- 
sioned with  General  Willia^n 
Howe  to  negotiate  reconcilia- 
tion with  colonies,  133-135. 
Fights  battle  of  Long  Island 
and  despatches  General  SulH- 
van  on  parole  with  message  to 
Coneress,  whereupon  Congress 
resolves  to  confer  with,  133, 
note.  Defines  his  powers  as 
Commissioner,  139,  and  criti* 
dses  Franklin's  letter  (note). 
Message  of  Congiesi  to,  throu|^ 
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Genl.  SulUvan,  141.  Meets 
oommissioners  on  Staten  Isl- 
and, 144.  Report  to  Congress 
of  commissioners  on  meeting 
with,  145-148. 

HowB,  Mrs.,  PrankHn's  {[ames  of 
chess  with,  as  appointments 
with  Lord  Howe,  Vl.  443. 

Hume,  David,  his  essay  on  "The 
Jealousy  of  Commerce"  men- 
tioned, III.  336.  Compliment- 
ary remarks  of,  on  FrankHn, 
403.  Complains  of  prejudice 
against  him  in  Great  Britain, 

V.  325. 

HuTCHiNS,  Captain,  recommended 
by  PrankUn  to  Congress,  VIII. 
ao3. 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  governor 
of  Massachusetts,  his  speech  to 
Assembly,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Council  and  Assembly,  VI. 
116.  Effect  of,  in  Bngl&ad,  id. 
His  letters  transmitted  to  Mas- 
sachusetts by  Franklin,  126. 
Reception  and  eflfect  of  letters 
in  Massachusetts,  126.  Massa- 
chusetts petitions  for  removal 
of,  131.  Motives  of  Franklin 
in  transmitting  letters  of,  186, 

foi.  Bditmal  aocotmt  of 
franklin's  connection  with 
transmission  of  letters  and  of 
hearing  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
dl  on  petition  for  removal  of, 
989.  Franklin's  "Account  of 
the  Transactions  Relating  to 
Governor  Hutchinson's  Let- 
ters," 370. 

HuTTON,  Jambs,  mentioned,  VII. 
245,  note. 

Hyde,  Lord,  declines  a  conference 
with  Franklin  on  subject  of  re- 
conciliation, VII.  63.  Subse- 
(}uent  conversation  with  Prank- 
hn  on  same  subject,  69.  Hints 
at  personal  rewards  to  Frank- 
lin if  reconciliation  effected,  71. 

Hygrometer,  designed  to  deter- 
mine varying  humidity  in  dif- 
ferent cotmtries,  VIII.  323. 
Accotmt  of  one  made  by 
Naime,  325. 

I 
Illinois,  desirability  of  a  settle- 


ment in  the  country  of  the,  IV. 
4x6. 

Impressment  of  Secanen,  of  the 
njrht  of,  IV.  349. 

Indum  Com,     See  Maize, 

Indians,  make  a  treaty  with 
Franklin  at  Carlisle,  I.  243. 
Bum  Gnadenhut,  279.  Import- 
ance of  friendship  of.  to  colo- 
nies, II.  ^32.  Means  of  securing 
friendship  of,  332—339.  Abiees 
of  trade  with,  433.  Trade  of 
French  with,  434.  Treaty  with» 
at  Easton,  III.  141.  Massacxe 
of,  at  Cox^estogo.  IV.  22.  Fi- 
delity of  Six  Nations  to  Eng- 
lish, 41.  Plan  for  future  man- 
agement of  affairs  of,  243; 
their  manners  and  customs,  A. 
385;  their  civility  and  hos- 
pitality, 385,  390.  Injustice  of 
whites  to,  XI.  396.  Treaty  of 
certain  tribes  with  CoL  Brad- 
street  at  Presquisle  in  1764, 
XII.  296.  Bouquet's  expedi- 
tion against  Shawanese,  302. 

Infection,  power  of,  in  dead  bodies, 
IX.  10. 

Information  to  those  who  would 
remove  to  America.  IX.  432. 

Inobnhousz,  Dr.  John,  Us  quer- 
ies on  electridtv,  and  Frank- 
En's  answers,  Vl.  145.  His  ex- 
periments, I  A.  2  2  5 .  Invited  to 
America  by  Franklin,  XI.  25. 

Inoculation,  as  a  preventive  of 
death  from  small-pox,  II.  375. 

Inquiry,  a  modest,  into  the  nature 
and  necessity  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency, I.  371. 

Interests  of  Great  Britain  Consid- 
ered, with  regard  to  her  colonies 
and  the  acquisition  of  Canada 
and  Guadalou^,  III.  278. 

Ireland,  Frankhn's  tour  in,  in 
1771.  V.  287-288.  Wretched- 
ness of  masses  in,  id.  Reception 
of  Franklin  by  parliament  of, 
993.  300.  People  of,  anxious  to 
settle  in  United  States  and  to 
claim  freedom  of  commeroe  from 
England,  VII I.  85.  Wretch- 
edness of  lower  classes  in, 
XII.  326.  Arthur  YoungV 
comments  on  (in  1772),  327^ 
note. 
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Izard,  Ralph,  is  displeased  with 
FrankHn,  VII.  244,  note. 
Thinks  himself  slighted  by  com- 
missioners, 368,  note.  Demands 
money  from  commissioners, 
419.  How  he  gets  the  money, 
431. 

Jackson,  William,  demands 
money  from  FrankHn  to  carry 
to  America,  and  is  refused, 
VIII.  435,  437.  His  imperti- 
nence to  Franklin,  438.  Is 
sharply  reproved  by  Franklin, 
445-448. 

Jambs,  Abbl,  urges  FrankHn  to 
continue  his  autobiography,  I. 
173. 

Jay,  John,  appointed  Minister  to 
Spain,  VIII.  350,  note.  Is  in- 
formed by  Franklin  of  financial 
situation  and  advised  about 
conduct  in  Spain,  399-303. 
Addresses  Congress  on  question 
of  FrankHn *s  retirement,  430, 
note.  His  financial  distress  in 
Spain,  IX.  113.  Conference  of, 
with  Spanish  ambassadors  and 
Dr.  Franklin  in  Paris,  371.  In- 
terview with  Mr.  Oswald  on 
treaty  and  acknowledgment  of 
independence  of  United  States, 
J97,  note.  Vindicates  Franklin 
mwn  charge  of  having  pre- 
vented full  grant  of  fishery 
rights  in  treaty,  X.  179.  Suc- 
ceeds Mr.  Livmgston  as  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  Affairs,  XI.  40, 
note. 

Jbpferson,  Thomas,  appointed 
by  Congress  a  commissioner  to 
negotiate  treaties  of  commerce 
with  European  powers,  X.  J43. 

Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  president 
of  King's  College,  II.  319,  note. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  bad  re- 
sults to  Pennsylvania  from  his 
treaty  with  Six  Nations,  III., 
141.  Speech  of,  to  Six  Nations 
at  Johnson  Hall  in  176^,  VI. 
II.  His  death  mentioned,  351. 

Jones,  John  Paul,  is  advised  to 
follow  New  Jersey  privateers, 
VII.  ^03.  Is  offered  command 
of  ship  built  at  Amsterdam, 


304,  and  instructed  about  ship- 
ping crew,  etc.,  305-306.  Pro- 
cures guard  for  prisoners,  331. 
Is  included  in  Lafayette's  plan 
of  descent  upon  English  coast. 
VIII.  43,  43.  Is  instructed 
about  transport  of  troops  and 
prisoners,  44.  His  bravery  and 
promotion,  7 1 .  Report  of  dam- 
age to  enemy  by  his  squadron, 
i35»  137-  Is  congratulated  for 
bravery  in  action  with  Serapis, 
140.  Particulars  of  cruise  of 
his  squadron,  144.  Some  re- 
sults of  the  cruise,  148,  149, 
15^.  Requests  money  for  re- 
pairs, 179.  Concerning  his 
quarrel  with  Captain  Landais 
and  veneration  for  Franklin, 
378,  379.  FrankHn  answers 
questions  of  Board  of  Admir- 
alty relative  to  expedition  com- 
manded by,  and  quarrel  with 
Landais,  385-393.  Explains 
his  departure  from  Russia, 
XIL  174. 

Journal  of  Occurrences  in  My 
Voyage  to  Philadelphia^  etc.,  I. 
104—140. 

Judges,  evils  arising  from  ap- 
pointment of,  during  pleasure 
m  colonies,  IV.  384.  Proposi- 
tions to  secure  independent 
tenure  for,  in  Franklin  s  terms 
of  reconciHation,  VII.  6. 

Junto  Club,  established,  I.  153- 
154.  Franklin  opposes  en- 
largement of,  315.  Rules  for, 
331-334.  Queries  for  consider- 
ation of,  334-340.  Sones  writ- 
ten for,  by  Franklin,  III.  349. 


K 


Kalm,  Peter,  the  Swedish  natur- 
alist, mentioned,  II.  333,  334, 
382. 

Kames,  Lord  (Henry  Home), 
brief  notice  of.  III.  346,  note. 
Offers  to  Franklin  a  portrait  of 
William  Penn,  349.  His  Prin^ 
ciples  of  Eauit'^  mentioned,  356. 
ms  Iniroauction  to  the  Art  of 
Thinking,  364.  His  Elements 
of  Criticism,  364,  424.  His 
views  on  parliamentary  union 
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of  Great  Britsiii  ftnd  ootooieSt 
IV.  286,  note.  Etiloey  by,  00 
FrankHn,  in  his  Sketches  of  the 
History  of  Man,  VI.  565. 

Kbimbr,  his  printing-house  and 
occupations,  I.  68.  £mplo3rs 
Praxudin,  68.  His  arguments 
with  Franklin,  80.  Is  persuaded 
to  become  a  vegetarian,  8z. 
His  trouble  with  Franklin,  14c, 
and  reconciliation,  147.  Paalis 
in  Philadelphia  and  dies  in  Bar- 
badoeSj  167. 

Kbith,  Sir  William,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  makes  business 
proposals  to  Pranklin,  I.  71, 
and  promises  personal  aid,  79, 
86,  87.  His  character  revealed, 
88,  89.  Is  superseded  by  Major 
Gordon,  141. 

King's  Instructions,  of  the  force 
ot,  in  the  colonies,  V.  409. 

KiNNBRSLBY,      ReV.      EbBNEZBR, 

experiments  by,  in  electricity, 
I.  290,  and  II.  363,  note.  Fur- 
ther accotmt  of  electrical  ex- 
periments of.  III.  370. 

Elippis.  Dr.,  his  life  of  Captain 
Cook  mentioned,  XII.  140. 

Kite,  experiment  with,  for  draw- 
ing electric  fire  from  thtmder 
clouds,  II.  379. 


Laboring  Poor,  on  the,  IV.  430. 

La  Cour,  Mathon  de,  his  work 
acknowledged  by  Franklin,  XI. 
214. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  is  com- 
mended to  Washington's  guar- 
dianship, VII.  186.  His  ser- 
vices to  America,  416.  His 
popularity  in  America,  436. 
Proposes  expedition  against 
coast  towns  of  Great  Britain, 
VIII.  14.  His  co-operation 
with  John  Paul  Tones  sug- 
gested, 42,  43.  His  zeal  for 
American  cause,  10 c.  Is  pre- 
sented with  sword  by  Con- 
gress, 117,  and  acknowled^s 
gift,  118.  Tries  to  get  supplies 
for  America  from  French,  182, 
185.  Washington's  regard  for, 
193.  Presses  French  ministry 
for    money    for    campaign    of 


1789,  IX.  195.  Suggests  thit 
he  be  sent  to  Londoo  to  lepre- 
aent  France  and  America  in 
negotiations  for  peace,  98^ 
Ccmgrattilates  PiankUn  00  fats 
safe  return  home  in  1785,  XL 
938. 

Lamps,  street,  improvement  for, 
invented  by  Pnmklin,  I.  350. 

Landais,  Captain  of  AUiamce,  ac- 
cused of  seiang  Sweitlish  ship, 
VIII.  Z37.  Is  called  to  acooimt 
for  conduct  during  action  with 
Serapis,  141— 143.  He  qitands 
with  John  Paul  Jones,  and  ex- 
cites mutiny  on  board  the  iU- 
liance,  188,  9J4--979.  Gets  a 
piece  of  Prankhn's  mind,  andii 
refused  reinstatement  in  ABt- 
anc9,  190-901.  Fraiiklin's  re- 
port to  M.  de  Sartine  conoeni- 
mg,  9Z5-9I7.  His  conduct  to 
be  reported  to  Cong:ress,  245. 
954.  Is  censQxed  by  FianUiiL 
XII.  367. 

Languages,  FrankHn's  study  oC, 
I.  9 1 9-2 14. 

La  Rochbpoucauld,  Dnke  di, 
complimentary  letter  to  Fraok- 
Hn,  XL  435.  Comments  on  the 
Federal  Constitution,  id.  De- 
scribes the  state  of  afban  in 
France  immediately  preoediiig 
the  summoning  oi  thb  States- 
General,  437. 

Latouchb,  Captain,  his  services 
to  United  States.  VI 1 1.  999. 

Laurens.  Henry.  appointed 
commissioner  to  Holland,  cap- 
tured by  English,  imprisoned 
in  Tower,  and  exchanged  for 
Lord  Comwallis,  VII I.  apS. 
note.  Correspondence  relati\^ 
to  treatment  of,  in  Tower.  321. 
Congress  oflfers  to  exchange 
General  Burgoyne  for,  and  in- 
terest of  Franklin  and  Edmund 
Burke  in  the  matter,  IX  37. 
38.  Introduces  Mr.  Oswald  to 
Franklin,  952.  His  interview 
with  John  Adams  in  Holland 
on  subject  of  peace.  968.  Of 
his  exchange  for  Lord  Com- 
wallis, 975,  303.  307.  Declines 
to  serve  as  a  peace  commis- 
sioner, 309.    His  ill-health,  410. 
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Laurbns,  Colonel  John,  refer- 
ence to  his  application  for  more 
money  from  France,  VIII.  419. 
Objects  to  PrankHn's  retire- 
ment, 439 ;  and  sketch  of,  note. 
His  connection  with  gift  from 
king  of  Prance,  and  loan  from 

HoUand,  439-442.  447- 

Lavoisier,  M.,  his  experiments  in 
heat,  IX.  316. 

Lavoisier,  Mme.,  her  portrait  of 
Franklin,  XL  444. 

Laws,  of  England,  how  far  carried 
to  America  by  first  settlers,  V. 
140.  Remarl^  on  criminal,  and 
the  practice  of  privateering, 
XI.  II,  note. 

Lead,  poisonous  to  human  sys- 
tem, illustrations  of  its  evil 
effects,  XI.  369. 

Lecture  on  the  Providence  of  God 
in  the  Government  of  the  World, 
IX.  340-348. 

Lee,  Arthur,  brief  statement  of 
his  relations  with  Franklin,  VI. 
153,  note.  Named  conunis- 
sioner  to  Prance,  VII.  149,  150. 
Goes  to  Spain,  199,  note.  His 
criticism  of  his  colleagues,  376- 
a86.  Meddles  in  private  ex- 
pense accounts,  300-^01.  His 
trouble  with  FrankHn  about 
public  papers,  435,  437.  Shows 
Dad  temper  in  matter  of  French 
loan  to  Virginia.  445.  His  ac- 
cusations against  Jonathan 
Williams,  Jr.,  45a.  FrankHn 
suggests  compromise  of  diffi- 
culty about  pubHc  papers  to. 
455.  His  skill  in  accounts,  and 
in  objecting  to  them,  VIII.  10. 
Offers  to  send  Franklin  copies 
of  public  papers  in  his  hands, 
18.  Refuses  to  fulfil  contract 
for  arms,  etc.,  31.  Refuses  to 
state  objections  to  examiners  of 
Williams'  accounts,  2K.  I& 
memorial  to  Confess  of  griev- 
ances against  Franklin  and 
others,  4^57-  His  persistent 
attacks  on  Franklin,  94.  His 
demand  for  money  for  expenses 
in  Spain,  135.  Evidence  of  his 
hostility  to  Franklin,  31 1-3 13, 
note.  His  collusion  witn 
Captain     Landais   in  exciting 


mutiny  on  Alliance,  954,  959, 

379. 
Lee,  General  Charles,  is  ordered 

to  Canada,  VII.  113. 
Lee,    William,    obtains   money 

from  commissioners  in  France, 

VII.  431.        Refuses  to  tako 
D'Acosta's  goods  for  Virginia. 

VIII.  34. 

Leg,  the  handsome  and  deformed, 

VII.  379. 

Letter-founder,  contrived  by 
Franklin,  I.  144. 

Levee,  the  humorous  paper  on, 
VII.  410. 

Le  Veillard,  Franklin's  letters 
to,  I.  XV.,  xvii. 

Leyden  Vial.     See  Electricity, 

Liberty,  a  dissertation  on,  I.  91. 

Library,  Philadelphia  public,  es- 
tablished, I.  171.  Subscrip- 
tions to,  secured,  183-184. 

Light,  observations  on  phenomena 
of,  II.  370.  Conjecttire  as  to 
identity  of,  with  fire,  X.  343. 

Lightning,  source  of,  II.  357,  365. 
Dangerous  position  of  \nigb. 
points  during,  363.  Action  of, 
m  melting  metals  and  kindling 
vapors,  364;  in  rending  other 
booies,  365.  How  to  preserve 
ships  and  buildings  from,  387. 
Identity  of,  with  electrical  fire, 
397.  Use  of  lightning  rods  sug- 
gested, 398.  Explanation  of 
the  crooked  direction  of,  359. 
Supposition  that  sea  is  the 
great  source  of,  explained  and 
doubted,  560.  Identity  of, 
with  electricity  proved  by  kite 
experiment,  ^78.  Further  con- 
sideration ol  hypothesis  that 
the  sea  or  the  air  is  the  source 
of,  416.  Destruction  of  New- 
btiry  Church  by.  III.  77.  Sim- 
plest method  of  pxxytecting 
buildings  from,  368.  How  it 
causes  explosions,  387,  404. 
Brief  discourse  on,  and  on  good 
and  bad  conductors  of,  IV.  310. 
On  method  of  sectiring  bmla- 
ings  from,  id.  Positions  of  se- 
curity during  storm  of,  333. 
On  tne  best  means  of  protecting 
powder  magazines  at  Purfleet 
txom,  333,  350.      Controversy 
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about  pointed  and  bltint  oon- 
ductors  of,  VII.  230.  Discus- 
sion of  separating  power  of, 
IX.  228;  and  of  peculiar  effect 
of,  on  vane  at  Cremona,  231; 
with  PrankHn's  theory,  233. 
ightning  Rods,  use  of,  suggested, 
1.298.  Necessanr  thickness  of 
429.  Utility  of,  ill.  77.  Sim- 
plest and  best  form  of,  368. 
Effect  of,  in  protecting  Bir. 
West's  house,  387.  Shomd  not 
be  grounded  too  close  to  found- 
ations, 387.  Superiority  of 
points  to  knobs,  j88.  On  effect 
of  lightning  on  those  afi&xed  to 
Mr.  Raven's  house,  390;  on 
those  on  Mr.  Maine's  house,  391. 
On  the  form  and  arran^jement 
of,  194.  PiuUier  expenments 
to  snow  utility  of  lone  pointed, 
V.  357.  Origin  of  mspute  on 
comparative  merits  d  blunt 
and  pointed,  368,  note.  See 
Lightning. 
LiMOZiN,  M.,  vessel  for  America 
consigned  to,  at  Havre,  VII. 

172,173- 
Linseed    Oil,    manufacture    and 

price  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  II. 

188. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  Poreign 
Affairs  by  Congress,  IX.  38. 

Logan,  James,  sfetch  of,  in  edi- 
tor's note,  208.  Remarks  by 
Franklin  upon,  271,  note. 

Logography.    See  Walter,  John. 

Lcmdon,  excitement  in,  on  election 
of  John  Wilkes  in  1768,  IV. 
428.  Mobs,  strikes,  and  con- 
fusion in,  442—446. 

London  Chronicle,  letter  of  Prank- 
Hn  to,  answering  criticisms  on 
Americans,  V.  77. 

Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  See    Board   of 

Trade. 

Lottery,  to  raise  money  for  forti- 
fications on  the  Delaware,  207, 
227. 

Loudoun,  Lord,  confers  with 
Franklin  on  question  of  taxa- 
tion for  defence,  I.  297.  Is 
characterized  by  Pranldm,  298. 
His  vacillation,  299,  300.    Mili- 


tary inefficiency',  301.    Coolen 
with  Franklin  in  regard  to  en- 
listed servants.  III.  186. 
Loughborough,  Lord,  SeeWBi>- 

DBRBURN. 

Loyalists,  American  peace  com- 
missioners not  authorized  to 
agree  to  compensate,  IX.  332. 
Not  ec^tiitably  entitled  to  com- 
pensation, X!.  34.  Resolution 
of  Congress  against  indemnify 
ing,  25.  Of  the  articfe  of  tbs 
treaty  relating  to,  and  of  their 
treatment  in  America,  175,  289. 
Conduct  of  States  in  confiscat- 
ing estates  of,  vindicated,  XL 
64 ;  and  designs  of,  exposed  sad 
criticised,  64.  Ixomcal  com- 
ments on  treatment  of,  by 
England,  36a.  Fable  of  the 
lion  and  the  dogs  applied  to, 
XII.  58.  Ironical  analysis  of 
classes  of,  60. 

Luxury,  doubtftd  txtility  of  legis- 
lative xemedies  for,  X.  373. 
Not  in  all  respects  an  evil,  37^ 

LUZBRNB,  M.  DB  LA,  k' 

ity,  VIII.  66.  Succeeds  M.  G^ 
rard  as  French  representative 
to  Congress,  89.  Is  introduced 
to  Charles  Carroll,  107.  ffis 
private  character,  107. 
Lyons,  Mr.,  his  acquaintance 
with  Franklin,  I.  9a. 

M 

Magalhabns,  John  Hyacinth 
DE,  brief  account  of,  VI.  100, 
note. 

Magical  Circle,  II.  275. 

Magical  Square,  II.  272. 

Magnetism,  no  affinity  between 
electricity  and,  VI.  po.  Su^es- 
tions  as  to  magnetic  quamks 
of  iron;  of  the  earth,  conject- 
ures as  to,  XI.  425. 

Mails,  plans  for  expediting,  in 
colonies,  XII.  292. 

Maize  or  Mays,  Indian  com,  in- 
creased cultivation  a[,  in 
America,  V.  304.  Many  ways 
in  which  it  can  be  utilized  as 
food,  id.  Governor  Tilden's 
remarks  on,  306,  note. 

Maleshbrbbs,  M.  db,  his  intetest 
in  plants,  VIII.  195. 
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Mallbbois,  Count  db,  reference 
to  his  project  to  raise  French 
corps    tor    American    service, 

VIII.  135. 

Manchester,  of  the  death  rate  in, 
VI.  217. 

Mandbvillb,  Dr.,  characterised, 
I.  9a. 

Mantb,  Thomas,  VII.  177,  note. 

Manufactures,  British,  saved  from 
American  competition  by  ac- 
quisition of  Dmada,  III.  3^5. 
uonsumption  of  British,  m- 
cieased  oy  growth  of  colonies, 
J04.  Consimiption  of,  not  af- 
fected by  growth  of  inland 
settlements,  305.  Cannot  be 
successfully  established  in 
places  not  populous,  310. 
Ability  of  colonies  to  establish 
and  conduct,  IV.  186.  Effect 
of  continuance  of  Stamp  Act 
upon  colonial  consumption  of 
British,  191.  Extent  ot,  in  colo- 
nies ,412.  Removal  of  prohibi- 
tion of,  in  colonies  essential  to 
reconciliation,  VI.  4^3. 

Marbois,  M.  db,  his  mtercepted 
letter  to  French  ministry,  A.  63. 
Congratulates  Franklin  on  safe 
arrival  home  in  1785,  XI.  igj. 

Maritime  Affairs,  Franklin's  m- 
experience  in,  and  trouble 
about,  VII.  157;  VIII.  189,  232, 
280. 

Marriages,  observations  on,  in 
America  as  compared  with  Eu- 
rope, II.  340. 

Maryland,  vindicated  from  accu- 
sation that  it  refused  to  con- 
tribute to  common  defence,  IV. 
189.  Applies  separately  to 
Franklin  for  stores,  etc.,  VIII. 
21.;  request  denied,  166 

Massachusetts,  Franklin  ap- 
pointed agent  for,  V,  217.  He 
opposes  proposed  bill  to  abridge 
charter  rights  of,  218,  XII.  307. 
Petition  of,  to  the  king  in  1772, 

Presented  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
ut  withheld  by  his  advice,  V. 
389.  Presented  again  with 
second  petition  in  1773,  VI. 
124.  Action  of  legislature  on 
receipt  of  Hutchinson  letters, 
X  37.   Petition  of,  for  removal  of 


governors,  131.  Remarks  of 
Franklin  on  king's  answer  to 
petitions  and  remonstrances  of, 
154.  Of  the  memorial  of  some 
eastern  townships  to  be  sepa- 
rated from,  161.  Petitions  for 
removal  of  governors  sent  to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  100.  Letter 
of  the  two  houses  of  legislature 
proposing  a  measure  to  settle 
disputes  with  Parliament,  229. 
Proceedings  and  resolutions  in, 
on  arrival  of  East  India  Com- 
pany's tea,  350.  Official  ao- 
cotmt  of  destruction  of  tea,  254. 
Resentment  against,  in  Eng- 
iBoid,  335.  Alterations  in  gov- 
ernment of  proposed,  337. 
Bill  introduced  in  Parliament 
making  coimdl  appointable  by 
crown,  empowermg  govemoiB 
to  appoint  magistrates,  pro- 
hibitmg  town  meetings,  etc., 
341.  Other  restrictive  meas- 
ures, id.  Non-pa3rment  by,  for 
tea  destroyed,  justifiable,  350. 
Proceedings  in,  to  nullify  the 
execution  of  the  various  re- 
strictive measures  of  1774,  ^52. 
Franklin's  opinion  on  constitu- 
tion of,  VI n.  422;  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  General  court  to 
Cambridge,  XII.  312,  320,  321. 

Mathematics,  essay  on  usefulness 
of,  II.  3. 

Mather,  Incrbasb  and  Cotton, 
Franklin's  recollections  of,  VL 
163,  X.  320. 

Mauduit,  Israbl,  counsel  for 
Governor  Hutchinson  before 
the  Privy  Cotmcil,  VI.  277,  290. 

Mazzei,  his  purpose  in  settling  in 
America,  Vll.  131. 

McLbod,  Captain,  released  from 
his  parole  by  Franklin,  IX.  335. 

Meat,  of  rendering  it  tender  by 
electricity,  VI.  113. 

Mbcom,  Benjamin,  Franklin's 
care  of,  II.  73,  74.  Goes  to 
Antigua,  380.  Leaves  An- 
tigua, III.  135.  And  returns  to 
Philadelphia,  145. 

Mbcom,  Jane,  Franklin's  sister. 
See  letters  from  Franklin  to,  in 
Index  to  Correspondence. 

Meredith,  Hugh,  characterized. 
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I.  143.  His  business  relations 
with  Fnmklin,  146.  His  bad 
conduct,  160.  Leaves  Franklin 
and  goes  to  North  Carolina, 
164. 

Mbsmbr,  of  the  alleged  cure  h^, 
X.  396.  Investigation  of  his 
pretensions,  297,  note. 

Metal,  means  of  determining 
which,  absorbs  and  loses  heat 
most  readily^  IX.  33.  Action 
of,  in  explodmg,  229,  334. 

MiliUa,  remarks  on  t»ll  m  rela- 
tion to,  rejected  by  proprietary 
governor,  IV.  66. 

MiRABBAU,  Count,  introduced  by 
Franklin  to  Benjamin  Vaugfaan, 
X.  431. 

MrrcHBLL,  Dr.  John,  his  tract  on 
yellow  fever,  II.  133. 

MoNTOOLPiBR,  the  brothers, 
their  invention  of  the  balloon 
and  first  experiments  wilii  it, 

X.  155. 

MoNTGOMBRY,  General,  monu- 
ment to,  executed  in  Paris, 
VII.  308;  anxiety  about  fate 
of  montunent  in  transport  to 
America,  VIII.  139. 

MoNTR^soR,  tale  at  vision  of, 
VII.  387. 

MOORB,    WILLIAM,  CSSC  of  MoOTS 

and  Smith,  III.  337;  338. 

Morals,  plan  for  acmeving  per- 
fection in,  I.  188-199. 

Moravians,  attacked  by  Indians 
and  defended  by  Franklin  with 
militia,  I.  279-283.  Social  cus- 
toms of,  284,  285.  Passports 
for  their  missionaries'  vessels 
granted,  VII.  447.  Massacre  of, 
Dy  Indians  on  frontier,  IX.  337. 

MoRELLBT,  Abb6,  his  questions 
about  militia  and  regular 
troops,  with  Franklin's  an- 
swers, IX.  239. 

Morocco,  of  a  proposed  treaty  be- 
tween United  States  ana,  X. 
130,  145,  209.  Of  the  tribute 
paid  to,  by  European  powers, 

352. 
Morris,  Governor,  succeeds  Ham- 
ilton in  Pennsylvania,  I.  259. 
Quarrels  with  Assembly,  260, 
361.  Insists  on  amendmg  As- 
sembly money  bills,  377.    Con- 


tinues wrangles  with  Assembly 
and  is  superseded  by  Captain 
Denny,  388,  389. 

Morris,  Gouybrnbur,  mention 
of,  XII.  35. 

Morris,  Robbrt,  appointed  Su- 
perintendent of  Finance  by 
Congress,  IX.  3.  His  plans  for 
establishing  credit  ot  United 
States,  4-0.  Results  of  his 
economical  administration,  150. 

Morris,  Thomas,  connection  of 
French  commissioners  with  his 
papers,  VII.  397-300. 

Mountains,  influence  of,  in  draw- 
ing electricity  from  ocean 
clouds,  II.  357. 

N 

Nantes,  American  obligations  to 
mayor  of,  VII.  174.  Refusal 
of  Alliance  for  convoy  by  mer- 
chants of,  VIII.  58,  93. 

Narrative  of  Massacre  in  LamcasUf 
County,  etc..  IV.  33, 

Navigation,  difference  in  rate  of 
speed  in  shoal  and  deep  waters 
illustrated,  IV.  439.  Various 
improvements  in,  suggested, 
XL  89.     See  Ships. 

Navigatum  Acts,  colonial  opinioa 
in  regard  to,  VI.  453. 

Necessary  Hints  to  Those  That 
would  be  Rich,  II.  36. 

Nbcker,  M.,  his  disposition  tow- 
ards America,  VIlI.  73. 

Neufville,  de,  bankers,  their 
proposition  for  American  loan 
from  Holland,  VIII.  9.  Their 
trouble  about  Laurens*  bills, 
284.  Terms  of  their  proposed 
loan  from  Holland,  I  A.  67. 

Neutrality,  European  feeling 
about,  VIII.  231,  2J7.  Alliance 
to  establish  laws  of,  240,  is  ap- 
proved by  Franklin,  242.  Rus- 
sia proposes  an  armed,  284. 

New  England,  plantations  in,  no 
expense  to  State,  VII.  340, 
note. 

New  Jersey,  postal  routes  in.  III, 

354. 

Newspapers,  criticism  of  scandal- 
ous personal  abuse  in  American, 
X.  61. 

New  York,  refusal  of  Assembly  of. 
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to  comply  with  act  for  quarter- 
ing solcuers  in  America,  IV.  a8a, 

294. 

New  Zealand^  plan  for  benefiting, 
V.  264. 

NooARBT,  Fblix,  translates  Latin 
epigram  on  Franklin,  VIII.  375. 

NoLLBT,  Abb^,  his  letters,  II.  382. 
His  accotmt  of  his  experiments 
disproved,  382.  Of  an  answer 
to,  by  M.  Dalibare,  III.  7.  Op- 
position of,  to  lightning  roos, 
criticised,  V.  8. 

Nan-Impartation  Associations,  no- 
tice 01,  V.  58,  68.  Opinion  in 
England  that  they  coidd  not  be 
long  maintained,  73.  Frank- 
lin's encouragement  of,  id. 
Statistics  showing  their  effect 
in  reducing  imports,  75.  Plula- 
delphia  agreement,  93.  Repeal 
of  customs  acts  preventea  by 
false  reports  of  weakness  of, 
179.  Great  importance  of  con- 
tinuance of,  181.  Encourage- 
ment of  manufacttues  in  Amer- 
ica by,  2 1  a.  Importance  of 
maintaining^,  firmly,  VI.  350, 
351.  Possible  necessity  of,  sug- 
gested by  Franklin  in  1770,  X. 

334. 
North,  Lord,  his  views  on  taxa- 
tion of  colonies,  VI.  71,  note. 
Strained  relations  of  Franklin 
with,  174.  His  proposal,  in 
1775*  ^of  reconciling  disputes 
between  Great  Britain  and 
colonies,  433.  His  motion  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  adjust- 
ment of  the  disputes,  VII.  65. 
His  propositions  for  peace,  255 
(see  jPeace).  Consents  to  nego- 
tiation through  Hartley,  Vlll. 

38. 
Northeast  Storms,  remarks  on,  II. 

189.  Observations  on  the  ori- 
gin of,  277,  III.  260. 
Nova  Scotia,  small  return  for  out- 
lay on ,  VI .  2  6.  Impossibility  of 
inducing  emigration  to,  from 
Middle  States,  26,  3a.  Parlia- 
mentary grants  to,  43,  note,  57. 


Observatians   concerning   ike   In^ 


crease  of  Mankind  and  ike  Peo- 
pling of  Countries,  II.  338. 

Observations  on  Passages  in  "A 
Letter  from  a  Merchant  in  Lon^ 
don  to  his  Nephew  in  North 
America,**  IV.  252. 

Observations  on  Passages  in  a 
Pamphlet  Entitled  ''Good  Hun 
mor  or  Away  with  the  Colonies," 
IV.  256. 

Observations  on  Passages  in  **An 
Inquiry  into  the  Mature  and 
Causes  of  the  Disputes  between 
the  British  Colonies  in  America 
and  their  Mother  Country,*'  V. 

149- 
Observations    on    Passages   in    a 

Pamphlet  entitled  ''The  True 
Constitutional  Means  for  Put- 
ting an  End  to  the  Dispute  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the 
American  Colonies,**  V.  169. 

Observations  on  War,  XII.  55. 

Ohio,  desirability  of  a  settlement 
on,  river.  III.  139.  Walpole's 
grant,  accotmt  of,  IV.  416. 
Report  of  Board  of  Trade 
against  Walpole's  grant,  IV. 
408 ;  Franklin's  reply  to,  433. 

Oil,  slow  evaporation  of,  when 
cold,  II.  444,  but  rapid  when 
heated,  id.  Effect  of,  upon 
water  in  motion.  III.  427.  On 
the  stilling  of  waves  by,  VI, 
235.  Mr.  Farish's  letter  to  Dr. 
Brownrigg  on  same  subject,  id, 
Pliny's  accotmt  of  effect  of,  on 
stormy  seas,  237.  Franklin's 
first  observations  of  effect  of, 
on  water  in  motion,  237.  Ex- 
periments in  calming  waves  by, 
239.  Explanation  of  subject, 
242-250. 

Oliver,  Andrbw,  his  letters 
transmitted  to  Massachusetts, 
VI.  126.  Petition  for  removal 
of,  131.  Hearing  before  Privy 
Ccnmcil  on  petition,  276,  289. 
See  Hutchinson. 

Oswald,  Richard,  sent  to  Frank- 
lin by  Lord  Shelbume,  IX.  asx. 
Letter  of  Henry  Laurens  intro- 
ducing, 25a.  Has  a  conversa- 
tion with  FrankUn  on  subject 
of  his  mission,  2^3.  Introduced 
to  Cotmt  de   vergennes,   a 54. 
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Value  of  notes  payable  in, 
109.  Depreciation  of,  by  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  rumored,  234. 
Relative  to  indemnification  of 
French  holders  of,  269-271, 
272.  Depredation  of,  operates 
as  tax,  J09.  Essay  on  that  of 
United  States,  IX.  ^7.  Excess 
of,  causes  depreciation,  79. 
Different  kinds  of,  81. 

Parable  on  Brotherly  Love,  VI.  368. 

Parable  on  Persecution,  VI.  364. 
Lord  Karnes'  praise  of  Frsmk- 
lin  apropos  of,  365.  Of  the 
authorship  of,  id,  Arainst  per- 
secution (credited  to  Frankun), 
XII.  149. 

Paralysis,  effect  of  electrical  treat- 
ment in  cases  of.  III.  206. 

Paris,  Franklin's  visit  to,  in  1767, 
IV.  311.  Amusements  in,  dur- 
ing war,  VIII.  196. 

Parltatnent,  on  representation  of 
colonies  in.  III.  55.  Views  of 
Americans  on  right  of,  to  lay 
taxes  and  duties  in  America, 
IV.  183.  Franklin's  opinion  of 
representation  of  colonies  in, 
220,  278.  Of  the  control  at  the 
cofoniid  assemblies  by,  282. 
Act  of,  for  quartering  soldiers 
in  America,  282.  Colonies  not 
founded  at  expense  of,  283. 
Determined  to  tax  America, 
304.  Must  either  control  colo- 
nial legislatures  absolutely,  or 
they  must  be  entirely  mde- 
l>endent,  410.  Has  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  colonies,  V.  150. 
Disregard  of  American  peti- 
tions by,  154.  Practicability  of 
American  representation  in, 
155.  Alleged  authority  of,  over 
colonies  a  usurpation,  188.  No 
right  to  tax  colonies  without 
their  consent,  211.  Right  of, 
to  tax  colonies  given  up  eener- 
ally  in  England,  223.  its  in- 
tention to  make  governors  and 
other  public  officers  in  colonies 
indejpendent,  228.  Corruption 
in  House  of  Commons,  VII.  43. 

Parsons,  William,  his  death  and 
character.  III.  240. 

Passports,  for  Moravian  vessels 
and  Captain  Cook  granted,  VII. 


447.    To  Richard  OHver,  VIII. 

3. 
Passy,  Franklin  goes  to  Hve  at, 

VII.  202,  note. 

Patent  of  Stove,  refused  by  Frank- 
lin, I.  238.  Secured  by  an  Eng- 
lish ironmonger,  238. 

Peace,  sketch  of  propositions  for, 

VII.  128-1^1.       Franklin  sug- 

fests  possible  terms  of,  to 
ames  Hutton,  245.  Bill  au- 
thorizmg,  proposed  by  Lord 
North's  ministry,  254-257. 
With  dependence  on  Great 
Britain,  impossible,  271.  Pro- 
positions tor,  rejected^  275. 
Hartley's  mission  relative  to, 
292 ;  his  proposals  rejected,  293- 
296.  Proposals  for,  made  by 
secret  a^nt,  3 ii-j 20.  Further 
propositions  by  Hartley,   and 

results,  343,  423.  430-433.  438, 

VIII.  32-39,  62-6<,  170,  171. 
Objects  sought  by  United 
States  in  negotiation^  for,  IX. 
86,  90.  Framdin  misinterprets 
Hartfey  's  propositions  for,  i  o  i  - 
no;  whidb  are  explained,  118- 
124.  Private  overtuxes  to  John 
Adams  concerning,  163.  Bill 
empowering  king  to  nuuce,  with 
colonies,  1 70.  Journal  of  nego- 
tiations for,  248.  Franklin's 
letter  to  Lord  Shelbume  in  re- 
gard to,  250.  Mr.  Oswald  sent 
to  Paris  by  Lord  Shelbume 
to  open  negotiations  for,  251. 
Interview  between  Oswald, 
Franklin,  and  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  on  subject  of,  256. 
Treaty  for,  must  be  genex^, 
267,  269,  276.  Mr.  Oswald  re- 
turns to  Paris  authorized  to 
arrange  preliminaries  of,  277; 
testifies  to  sincere  desire  of  Lord 
Shelbume  and  whole  British 
ministry  for,  279.  Mr.  Thomas 
GrenviUe  sent  by  Mr.  Fox 
to  negotiate,  280.  Indefinite 
character  of  Oswald's  state- 
ments, 282.  Interview  be- 
tween Franklin,  GrenviUe,  and 
Coimt  de  Vergennes  on  subject 
of,  286.  GrenviUe  suggests  sur- 
render of  French  conquests  as 
ccnditioa   of   American   inde- 
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ms  interview  with  VerfjCDnes 
andPnuiklin.  156.  Returns  to 
Paris  authoriEed  to  arrange 
prelinunaries  of  peooa,  177.  In- 
definite character  of  his  coin- 
views  with  Lord  Sbelbume  and 
others  in  relation  to  peace,  31S. 
Sug^Bts  to  British  ministry 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
from  United  States  compensa- 
tion for  loyalists,  333.  Advises 
surrenderof  Canada,  id.  Frank- 
lin desires  to  have  him  made 
a  plenipotentiaiy  to  treat  for 
peace,  364.  His  interviews 
with  Frai^din  and  other  00m- 
misaionera  in  rerard  to  provi- 
mons  of  propooed  treaty,  nates 
to  PP;^373.  38J.  387.  3.96.  406, 

*"^in- 
,  ^  on  for  ._ 
of    acknowledgment    of    inde- 


acknowledgment  of  independ- 
ence fiTBt  article  of  treaty,  407, 
note;  which  is  agreed  to,  410. 
Ox*»,  preferable  to  horsei  for  use 
in  agriculture,  IV.  61. 


Packei-Boats,  between  England 
and  America,  remarks  on,  X. 
363.  Air-tight  compartment 
in,  suRgesU'd.  364. 

Paine,  Thomas,  goes  to  Philadel- 

Shia  with  letter  of  introduction 
■om  Franklin.  VI.  360.  Is  in- 
troduced by  Fmnklin  to  Gen- 
era! Charles  Lee,  VIL  113, 
Authorship  of  Comwwn-Scnsc 
ascribed  to,  113.  Is  ad\-ised  bv 
Franklin  to  suppress  proposed 
publication  on  religion .  XI. 
iq6.  Is  introduced  to  Due  de 
la  Rochefoucauld,  314.  Con- 
cerning his  Common-Sensf.  311, 
315.  His  family  kindly  re- 
Ceiwd  in  France,  337. 

Palprey,  Colonel  Wii,lia)I,  men- 
tioned. VII.   119.  note. 

Paper,  description  of  Chinese^ 
manner  of  making,  XI.  4: 


of,  I.  371.  High  interest  a 
low  pnces  caused  by  want 
31^- 373-  and  immigration  d 
coumged,    375,  Classes   c 

posed  to  increase  of,  378: 
favor  of  increase,  380.  On  pi 
sibility  of  increase  causing  i 
preciation  of,    381.  Of  t 

nature  of  money,  381.  Of  lat 
as  a  measuit  of  value,  3! 
Method  of  securing,  from  c 
predation,  386.  Abolition  ■ 
in  New  England,  IV.  11 
Franklin's  efforts  to  obtain 
peal  of  act  of  parHamenl 
straining  legal  tender  of,  1 
389.  Grenville  proposes  tl 
parliament  should  issue  it 
colonies,  290.  Limited  is: 
of,  in  Pennsylvania  wit  hi 
legal  tender  quality,  307.  P 
posed  methods  of  keep 
It  at  par.  308.  Vindicatior 
provincial  system  of,  i 
Vaughan's  statement  of  reas 
for  publishing  vindication. 
Reasons  for  restraining  is 
of,  pven  in  report  of  Boan 
Trade,  359.  Answer  to  oh 
tion  that  issue  of,  ruins  colo 
by  draining  them  of  specie,  - 
to  objection  that  it  causes' 
to  British  merchants. 
Prosperity  due  to,  361. 
vantages  of  restriction  in  I 
England  due  to  exoeptii 
circumstances.   363.  6f 

objection  that  it  has  no  int 
sic  value,  364.  Value  supp 
by  legal -tender  quality,  ; 
Of  other  objections  to,  t 
Schemes  for  supplviiiK  it 
colonics  without 
quatitv"  criticis 
hn's  clan  foria 
Legal-te 
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pendenoe,  987.  Paris  agreed 
on  as  a  satisfactory  place  for 
treaty,  agi.  David  Hartley's 
interview  with  Lord  Shelbttme 
on  subject  of,  310.  Grenville 
announces  that  he  has  received 
fudl  powers  to  treat  with  Prance 
and  her  aUies,  313;  objection 
that  his  commission  was  lim- 
ited to  Prance  alone,  315;  ex- 
plains his  commission,  jao;  his 
views  on  resolution  of  America 
not  to  treat  without  her  al- 
lies, ^22.  Sentiments  of  Brit- 
ish nunistry  communicated  by 
Oswald  to  Pranklin,  328.  Of 
the  enabling  act,  or  nil  to  en- 
able the  kmg  to  treat  with 
America,  931.  Congress  not 
empowered  to  authorize  com- 
pensation to  loyalists  as  a  term 
of,  332.  Mr.  Grenville  declares 
that  ne  has  received  full  powers 
to  treat  with  Prance  and  any 
other  prince  or  state,  351 ;  also 
to  declare  the  independence  of 
America  previous  to  treaty,  351. 
Grenville  s  powers  satisfactory 
to  Count  de  Veigennes,  355 ; 
but  his  good  faith  and  that  of 
British  ministry  doubted,  358. 
Of  the  rtmiored  mistmderstand- 
ing  between  Lord  Shelbume 
and  Mr.  Fox  over  the  negotia- 
tions for,  355.  Pranklin *s  pref- 
erence for  Oswald,  356.  Ot  the 
orders  to  Governor  Carleton 
to  treat  for,  with  Congress  in 
America,  366,  368.  No  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  such 
an  attempt,  369.  Necessary 
and  advisable  provisions  of 
treaty  of,  communicated  by 
Franklin  to  Oswald  prior  to 
formal  negotiations,  374,  note. 
On  the  delay  of  the  British 
nwnistry  in  the  negotiations 
for,  372,  380,  X.  II,  14.  Ru- 
mors that  independence  was  to 
be  acknowledTOd  in  qualified 
form  only,  lA.  382,  ^86,  ^87, 
note.  No  treaty  possible  with- 
out acknowledgment  of  inde- 
pendence, 386.  Mr.  Oswald 
commissioned  to  treat  for,  396. 
Mr.  Oswald  authorized  to  m^Jce 


independence  of  America  first 
artide  of  treaty,  421 ;  but  not 
to  concede  it  apart  from  a 
treaty,  422,  note.  PreHndnaiy 
Repositions  submitted  to  Mr. 
Oswald,  X.  15.  Indenonifica- 
tion  of  lo3ralists  by  America  as 
an  article  of  treaty  impossible, 
34,31.  Preliminarv  artides  of, 
agreed  upon,  34.  Causes  of  de- 
lay in  the  negotiations  prior  to 
signing  preliminaries,  38.  Oi 
the  British  desire  to  obtain  in- 
demnification of  loyalists  and 
xestriction  of  fishing  rii^ts,  39. 
Preliminaries  between  France 
and  England  agreed  to,  43. 
Preliminaries  between  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  signed 
without  knowledge  of  French 
ministry,  52,  note;  complaxot 
of  this  by  Count  de  Vei^nnes, 
49;  PraxucHn's  explanation,  51. 
Propositions  of  Franklin  to  Mr. 
Oswald  relative  to  privateer- 
ing and  to  neutrality  of  non- 
combatants,  69.  Preliminaries 
of,  between  Prance,  Spain,  and 
England  signed,  76.  A  truce 
agreed    upon    between    tliose 

Sowers,  United  States,  and 
ngland,  id.  David  Hartkjr 
sent  to  Paris  to  conclude  defini- 
tive treaty,  105,  x  09.  Delay  in 
concluding  the  treaty,  163. 
The  definitive  treaty  signed, 
171.  Account  of  the  negotia- 
tions between  signing  the  pre- 
liminaries and  concluding  the 
definitive  treatjr,  172.  Rati- 
fication of  definitive  treaty  by 
Congress,  299.  Ratifications 
exchanged,  326,  329,  340.  Ob- 
jections by  Great  Britain  to 
form  of  ratification  by  Con- 
gress, 332.  Franklin's  reply. 
333. 

Penn,  John,  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, prospects  of  harmonj 
with,  at  commencement  of  his 
administration,  IV.  93,  94. 

Penn,  Lady  Dowager,  treatment 
of,  by  Pennsylvania  Assembly 
after  Revolution,  XI.  30. 

Penn,  Springet,  Franklin's  opin- 
ion of.  III.  360.      Of  his  rela- 
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tions  with  his  uncle,  Thomas 
Pfenn,  id.     His  rights  in  Penn- 
sylvania, 361. 
Pbnn,  William,  portrait  of.  of- 

LkHn 


fered    to    Fran] 


by    Lord 


Karnes,  III.  240. 

Pennsylvania,  Plain  Truth,  or 
Serums  Considerations  on  Pres- 
ent State  of,  II.  150.  Neces- 
sity of  providing  for  defence  of, 
x5a.  Measures  of  defence  pie- 
vented  by  opposition  of  Quak- 
ers and  party  spirit  of  rich,  16^, 
165.  Province  able  to  provide 
for  defence,  167.  Arms  sup- 
plied for  defence  of.  III.  93,  09. 
Assembly  grants  £60,000  tor 
defence  of,  99.  Present  state  of 
affairs  in,  snown  by  X,  Y,  Z 
dialogue,  102.  Distressed  state 
of  frontiers  after  Braddock*s 
defeat,  14a.  Unhappy  condi- 
tion of,  under  proprietary  gov- 
ernment, IV.  49,  55.  Necessity 
of  changing  government  of, 
from  proprietary  to  royal,  55. 
Petition  to  king  for  change  of 
government,  65.  Resolution  of 
Assembly  in  regard  to  petition- 
ing king,  p5.  ropular  meetings 
and  petitions  thereon,  p6.  Re- 
marks on  protest  against  ap- 
pointment of  Franklin  as  agent 
for,  Z18.  Of  the  nature  and 
severity  of  taxes  in,  173,  178. 
Population  of,  176.  Commerce 
of,  with  Great  Britain,  177. 
Desperate  results  of  proprietary 
government  in,  406.  Projected 
canals  in,  343.  English  manu- 
facttuers  propose  emigrating 
to,  IX.  83.  Queries  and  re- 
marks respecting  alteration  in 
constitution  of.  All.  175. 

Pennsylvania  Assembly,  quarrels 
of  governor,  proprietaries,  and, 
I.  3^9-262.  Grants  aid  for  war 
against  France  in  Canada,  262, 
263;  grants  supplies  to  Brad- 
dock's  officers,  269.  Refuses  to 
exempt  proprietary  estates 
from  taxation,  277.  Sends 
Franklin  to  England  with  peti- 
tion, 2^6.  Act  of,  for  organiz- 
ing mihtia  drawn  up  by  Frank- 
Hn,  III.  98.  Grants  j£6o,ooo  for 


defence  of  province,  90.  Report 
of  the  committee  01  agenev- 
ances  of,  153.  Franklin's  letter 
to,  on  cases  of  Moore  and  Smith 
227.  Prejudice  against,  in 
London,  227,  229.  Cnronide  of 
Franklin's  services  in,  434.  Pe- 
tition of,  to  king  to  change 
form  of  government,  IV.  65. 
Struggle  with  proprietaries  on 
taxation  of  their  estates,  81. 
Report  of  committee  of,  on 
taxation  of  proprietary  estates, 
91.  Resolution  of,  to  consult 
their  constituents  in  regard  to 
petitioning  king  to  change  form 
of  government,  95.  Composi- 
tion of,  179.  Proceedings  of,  on 
resolution  of  Con^fress  indemni- 
fying loyalists,  2^  25.  Declares 
belief  in  inspiration  of  the  Old 
Testament,  418. 
Pennsylvania  Fireplace,  account 

of,  11.  78-1 II. 

Pennsylvania  Gazette,  founded  and 
described,  I.  157,  158,  note. 

Pennsylvania,  Proprietaries  of,  re- 
sist act  taxing  their  estates,  but 
are  obHped  to  yield,  I.  ^10-313. 
Their  dissatisfaction  with  uov- 
emor  Denny  over  taxation, 
III.  225,  note.  Their  instruc- 
tions to  Governor  Hamilton, 
id.  Irreconcilable  disputes  be- 
tween them  and  the  people  of 
the  province,  IV.  50.  Projects 
to  produce  harmony,  53.  Royal 
government  the  only  remedy, 
54.  Veto  power  of,  a  source  of 
mischief,  64.  Petition  of,  to 
king  to  abolish,  and  establish 
royal  government,  65.  Mer- 
cenary demands  of,  and  of  their 
deputies  on  agreeing  to  passage 
of  bills  by  Assembly,  73.  Of  tfie 
taxation  of  their  estates  and 
their  struggle  with  the  Assem- 
bly in  regard  thereto,  81.  Re- 
port of  committee  of  Assembly 
on  taxation  of  estates  of,  91. 
Their  immense  revenues,  V.  43. 
Of  the  treatment  of,  by  Assem- 
bly after  the  Revolution,  X. 
98. 

Pennsylvania  Society  for  Abolish- 
ing Negro  Slavery,  XI.  359.  An 
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«57- 
PtaciTAi..  Dr.  Tbohas« 

OD  hii  Moral 

mnatiamt,  X.  365:  hk 

^ikB>A  PefC€p%me  Pamgr  of  Vefp- 

IdUcf,  XL  51. 

PonpitoiioH^    ontty    vucCIkt  it 

fOfptaoo,  II.  116. 
Ptntioti  Of  Ptwtuy^ 

Uy  to  Kimg  %o  Cktmgr  Fanm  of 

CootmtH^Mi,  IV.  65- 
PamomofAeLemrZ,  V.  15;  of 

the  kft  hand,  VIL  ^69. 
jn^Oadelffkia^Bagf 

in,    L    344-247' 


figlited,  24B'^so.  Small-^ 
416.    "Pbdn  Trnth,  or  ^ 


d,**  IL  150.  NoD-importatioQ 
arganaent  of  mercluuif  of,  IV. 
^.  Acaufemy  of,  obi  1  w  itiiiH 
telative  to  intentioog  of  oryniJ 
fottnders,  XII.  ^4  (wee  Acad' 
tmy).  Librarj,  micripUon  lor, 
125  (see  Ubrary). 


PhUosopky,  summary  of  Fcank- 
fin  *s  jLM'U0i UB  in,  I.  280. 

Plain  Truui,  or  Serioms  Conaidtr" 
aiums  on  the  Present  State  of  the 
City  of  PMadelffhia  and  Proo- 
ince  of  Pentuyhania,  IL  150. 

Plan  for  Benefiting  Distant  and 
Unfrovided  Countries,  V.  264. 

Plan  for  Settling  Two  Western  Col- 
antes  in  North  America^  III. 
14^. 

Plan  of  Union  for  the  Colonies. 
See  American  Colonies. 

Pokeweed,  a  cure  for  cancer,  IL 

372. 
Pollock,  Oliver,  concerning  his 

drafts.  VIIL  150. 

Polly  Baker,  speech  of,  II.  129. 

Poor,  on  the  laooring,  IV.  4^0. 
Superiority  of  their  condition 
in  England  and  America  to  that 
in  Continental  Europe,  id.  Evil 
results  of  poor  laws  in  England, 
431.  They  receive  whole  rev- 
enue of  the  nation,  432.  Low 
wages  of,  434.  In  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  V.  287. 

Poor  Richards  A  Imanac,  first  pub- 
lished, I.  206.  Its  extension  and 


In,  L  105. 


Positions  to  be 


Pranlmii  ^ppnintciil^  I.  SC5. 

r,  bis  dM* 


III.  43». 
Powder  Magamme,  bow  to 

from  fighlniu^.  IlL  432 
PowxALL,  Thomas,  sax 


sarv  of 


his  career.  III.  141, 
conversation  with  FrankSr  oc 
subject   of   reoQDCiHiitioci,    VL 

153- 
Precautions  to  be  Lsed  by  Those 

Who  are  about  to  Undertake  a 

Sea  Voyage,  V.  307. 

Preface  to  an  Abridgnunt  of  the 

Book  of  Common  Prayer,   VL 


257- 
refo 


Preface  to  the  "Letters  from,  a  Far- 
mer in  Pennsylvania/'  IV.  430. 

Preface  to  the  Speech  of  Joseph 
Galloway,  on  the  petition  to  tne 
long  to  change  the  form  of 
government,  IV.  72. 

Press,  The,  letter  to  Pennsrhania 
Gazette  on  excesses  of.  Xl.  41^. 
Ironical  account  of  Court  of, 
XII.  129. 

Price,    Dr.    Richard.    Congress 
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reqtiests  his  aid  in  adjusting 
financial  entanglement,  VI IL 
74.  Of  his  pamphlet:  Observa- 
tions on  the  Importance  of  the 
American  Revoluiion,X.$6o,$  72. 

Pbibstlby,  Joseph,  his  experi- 
ments in  regard  to  air,  V.  336, 
341.  Franklin  congratulates, 
on  discoveries,  VII.  176.  Is 
advised  by  Franklin  about 
private  affairs,  VIII.  177.  Is 
chosen  a  member  of  Ko}ral 
Academy  of  Sdenoes  at  Paris, 
X.  302. 

Printing-press^  history  of  that, 
worked  by  Franklin,  in  Lon- 
don, I.  94,  95,  note. 

Prisoners,  American,  badly  used 
in  England,  VII.  227.  Efforts 
to  reheve  American,  in  Eng- 
land, 233-236,  and  pushed  by 
Hartley,  248.  Efforts  to  ex- 
change, 304.  307.  Agreed  that 
Enghsh,  shall  be  sent  to  Calais 
for  exchange,  321.  Arrange- 
ments for  exchange  of,  ^ 3 2, 340. 
Expense  of,  to  commissioners 
in  France,  420.  England  slow 
in  exchanging,  439;  and  her 
apparent  treachery  to,  VIII.  12. 
Some  finally  exchanged,  73. 
Reference  to  exchange  of,  on 
parole,  134.  Cla^ns  of,  on  Con- 
gress for  wages  and  prize 
money,  136.  Exchange  of,  in 
Holland,  171,  189.  Many  long 
detained  in  England,  1^7,  178, 
189,  190.  English  misunder- 
sttmding  about  exchange  of, 
224,  226.  England's  pretexts 
for  delaying  exchange  of,  238. 
Small  allowance  made  to,  in 
England,  266;  and  continued 
sufferincs  of,  IX.  42,  43.  Brit- 
ish Paruament  passes  act  for 
exchange  of,  199.  A  general  re- 
lease oraered,  297,  317.  Their 
arrival  at  Portsmouth,  354. 
Further  remarks,  on  361. 

Privateering,  Franklin's  proposi- 
tion to  abolish,  X.  60,  113. 
Fondness  of  Enelish  for,  XI.  16. 
Endeavors  of  United  States  to 
abolish,  19.  Article  prohibit- 
ing, in  treaty  between  Prussia 
and  United  States,  ao,  note. 


Proposal  for  Promoting  Useful 
Knowledge  among  British  Plan- 
tations in  America,  I.  227,  note, 
II.  67-71. 

Proprietaries    of    Pennsylvania, 
See  Pennsylvania  Proprietaries, 

Proprietary  Governments,  inherent 
defects  of,  IV.  49. 

Proselytes,  their  xesd  analyzed,  I. 

329- 
Prussia,  Frederick  the  Great  of, 

sympathizes  with  America,  VII. 
21^,  note. 
Public  Men,  diary  between  So- 
crates and  Glaucon  on,  I.  409- 

415- 

PuLTENBY,  William,  Franklin's 
correspcmdenoe  with,  about 
peace,  VII.  271-274. 

Purfleet,  best  way  to  protect  pow- 
der magazines  from  lightning, 
V.  333.  Report  of  committee 
of  Royal  Society  on,  350. 

Pythagoras,  his  golden  verses 
tianiBlated,  I.  191,  note. 


Q 


Quakers,  their  feeling  about  de- 
fensive warfare,  and  anecdotes 
illustrating  their  equivocation, 
I.  231-2^5.  Their  opposition 
to  provision  for  defence  of 
Pennsylvania  criticised,  II.  163. 
Proportion  of,  to  population  of 
Pfennsvlvania,  IV.  176.  Some 
remarks  by  Voltaire  upon,  XII. 
300. 

Qtiebec,  royal  proclamation  estab- 
Hshine  government  of,  VI.  4^. 

Quicksilver,  observations  on  dis- 
covery that  it  is  a  melted 
metal.  III.  447. 

Quietists,  in  Pennsylvania,  II.  278. 

QuiNCY,  JosiAH,  solicits  aid  from 
Pennsylvania  for  Massachusetts 
Bay  against  French  in  Canada, 
I.  262,  263. 

QuiNCY,'josiAH,  Jr.,  meets  Frank- 
lin in  England.  VI.  428.  Frank- 
Hn's  opinion  of  him,  429,  439. 
Reference  to  notes  of  speecnes 
taken  by,  in  British  House  of 
Lords,  VII.  122.  Of  his  father's 
epitaph  upon  him,  X.  z8s. 
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Rain,  catise  of  storms  of,  after 
lightning.  II.  258.  Of  the  aug- 
mentation of  rain-drops  as  they 
fall.  V.  271. 

Ralph,  Jambs,  his  poetical  as- 
pirations, I.  83-85,  and  Pope's 
reference  to,  85,  note.  Accom- 
panies Pranldin  to  England,  86. 
His  London  Ufe,  90,  91.  Parts 
from  FrankHn,  93.  Governor 
Denny's  account  of,  296. 

Randolph,  Edward,  his  answers 
to  queries  of  ministiy  concern- 
ing state  of  New  England  in 
1769,  V.  28 <,  note. 

Raynbval,  M.  db,  sent  to  Eng- 
land by  French  ministry  to 
converse  with  Lord  Shelbume 
in  regard  to  negotiations  for 
l»eace,  X.  17.  Is  convinced  of 
sincerity  of  British  ministry,  id. 

Rbad,  Miss,  courted  by  Framdin, 
I.  82 ;  and  neglected  by  him,  91. 
Marries  Rogers,  141;  and  sub- 
sequently   marries     Franklin, 

?7o. 

Rbad,  Mr.,  FrankHn  lodges  with, 
I.  69. 

Rrflections  an  ih$  Augmintaiion  of 
Wages  Which  vnU  be  Occor 
stoned  in  Ewrope  by  ike  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  XII.  41. 

l^/tgicm.Pranklin's  early  thoughts 
on,  I.  149,  1^0.  His  ideas  about 
essentials  of,  186.  Articles  of 
belief  and  acts  of,  187.  Sug- 
gestions for  creed  of  sect  con- 
taining essentials  of  evezy 
known,  204-206.  Franklin's 
opinions  on  value  and  influence 
ot,  II.  64.  Test  of,  tmdesirable 
in    State    constitutions,    VIII. 

3"- 
Remarks  on  a  Late  Protest  (gainst 

the  Appointment  of  Mr.  Frank- 
lin as  Agent  for  Pennsylvania, 
IV.  118. 

Remarks  on  a  Militia  Bill  Re- 
jected by  the  Proprietor's  Govern^ 
or,  IV.  66. 

Remarks  on  a  Plan  for  Future 
Management  of  Indian  Affairs, 
IV.  243. 

Remarks  on  Judge  Foster's  Vin- 


dication of   ike   Rifki   of  Im- 
pressing  Seamen,  I  v.  349. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ag- 
grievances  of  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  III.  159. 

Reprisal,  man-of-war,  captures 
two  EngHsh  ships,  VII.  14S, 
149,  154,  156. 

Retort  Courteous,  the,  an  tromcal 
examination  of  the  question  of 
American  debts  to  British  mer- 
chants,  XII.  xii. 

Repulsion,  difficulty  of  explaining 
phenomena  of,  in  cases  ot  posH 
tive  and  negative  electndty, 
in.  576. 

Rhubarb,  cultivation  of,  in  Amer- 
ica, V.  383. 

RiCHMANN,  Professor,  death  of, 
from  an  electric  shock.  III.  5. 

Ridicule,  the  force  of,  I.  345. 

Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Differ- 
ences between  Great  Britain  and 
her  American  Colonies,  VI.  3x2. 

Rtualskip  in  Making  Almanacs, 
II.  46. 

RocHON,  Abb6,  invents  a  teles- 
cope, VIII.  197. 

Rohan,  Cardinal  db,  his  arrest  in 
connection  with  the  affadr  of 
the  diamond  necklace,  XI.  207. 

Rionum  Catholics,  conoeming  w 
appointment  of  a  bishop  for,  in 
the  United  States,  X.  149.  A 
superior  of  Catholic  dergy  in 
America  appointed,  349. 

RoMiLLY,  Sir  Samubl,  ms  inter- 
view with  and  opinion  of 
Franklin,  X.  240. 

Ross,   John,   his   trouble   about 

§ay  lor  goods  sent  to  United 
tates,  VIII.  219,  2^3. 

Royal  Society,  defalcation  of  sec- 
retary of,  IV.  340.  How  Frank- 
lin was  elected  to,  340. 

Rules  for  Reducing  a  Great  Em- 
pire to  a  Small  One,  VI.  204. 
Ironical  dedication  of  a  copy 
of,  to  Lord  Loughborough  in 
1793,  215,  note. 

Russia,  of  the  proposed  media- 
tion by,  between  Holland  and 
Great  Britain,  IX.  335,  349. 
Peeling  in,  on  acknowledgment 
bv  Holland  of  independence  of 
united  States,  343. 
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SaUs,  improvement  of  vessels  sug- 
gested by  increasing  ntimber 
of,  XI.  pi. 

Salt,  solution  of,  in  water,  II.  44a. 
Cause  of  deposits  of,  in  the 
earth,  III.  250. 

Scdt  Water,  maoe  fresh  by  distil- 
lation, XII.  280.  Thirst  at  sea 
relieved  by  bathing  in,  281. 

Saratoga,  medal  commemorating 
victory  of,  IX.  147. 

Saussurb,  M.  db,  nis  ascent  of 
Mt.  Blanc,  XI.  294. 

Savages  of  North  America,  The, 
short  paper  on,  X.  385. 

Saxony,  treaty  proposed  between 
United  States  and,  X.  140. 

Scandal,  htimorous  paper  on,  II. 

139- 
Science,   Franklin   speculates   on 

advance  of,  VIII.  174. 

Scotch  Tunes,  observations  on  the 

melody  and  harmony  of,  IV. 

144. 

ScoTOSH,  Son  of  Half-King  of 
Wyandot  nation,  visits  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  XI. 
263.  His  speech,  264.  Frank- 
Un  s  answer,  266. 

ScHWEiGHAUSBR,  appointed  to 
examine  Jonathan  Williams' 
accotmts  in  Nantes,  VIII.  4. 
His  high  commissions,  119.  His 
dispute  with  Franklin  about 
provisioning  Alliance,  288,  424. 

Scythians,  sepulchres  of  kmgs 
of,  as  described  by  Herodotus, 
XII.  303. 

Serapis,  the  ship,  sale  of,  as  prize, 
demanded,  ViII.  227. 

Servants,  troubles  caused  by  en- 
listment of.  III.  186.  Confer- 
ences with  Lord  Loudoun  in 
regard  to,  id. 

Shblburnb,  Lord,  Franklin's  let- 
ter to,  on  subject  of  peace,  IX. 
250.  Becomes  Secretary  of 
State,  2 CI.  Sends  Mr.  Oswald 
to  Fraiudin,  id.  His  senti- 
ments in  regard  to  peace,  278. 
Declares  his  sincerity  in  send- 
ing Oswfild,  329.  Memoranda 
of,  in  relation  to  negotiation 
commtmicated  to  Fnmklin  by 
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Oswald,  J31.       Becomes  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  ^79. 

Shipley,  Gborgiana,  epitaph  on 
her  pet  squirrel,  V.  373. 

Shiplby,  Jonathan,  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph's,  his  relations  with 
Franklin,  I.  31,  note.  His 
speech  on  American  affairs 
mentioned,  VI.  357.  His  death, 
XII.  35,  37.  Franklin's  com- 
ments on  nis  character,  71. 

Ships,  reasons  for  comparative 
speed  of,  I.  304-306.  Advan- 
tages to  coimtry  derived  from 
the  building  of,  374.  Reasons 
for  differences  in  comparative 
length  of  voyages  eastward  and 
westward  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  II.  125.  United  States 
man-of-war  Reprisal  captures 
two  English,  VII.  148,  149,  154. 
Commissioners  to  France  de- 
mand restitution  by  Great 
Britain  of,  181.  Suggestions  to 
American  captains  about  way- 
lajdng  the  enemy's,  231.  Of 
war  make  trouble  for  FranJKn, 
VIII.  188.  Establishment  of 
rule  respecting  goods  in  neutral, 
231,  237.     See  Vessels. 

Shirlby,  General  William,  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  com- 
pared with  Lord  Loudoun,  I. 
301,  302.  Praises  Franklin's 
services  to  Braddock,  III.  90, 
note.  Franklin's    intimacy 

with,  in  London,  198. 

Short  Hints  towards  a  Scheme  for 
Uniting  the  Northern  Colantes, 
III.  14.. 

Silk,  desirability  of  promoting 
culture  of,  in  America,  V.  102, 
236.  Some  specimens  of  Amer- 
ican, 251.  Culture  of,  in  China, 
260.  Production  of,  in  colonies, 
and  a  shipment  of,  to  England, 
324.  Possibility  of  its  produc- 
tion in  America,  VII.  132. 

Six  Nations,  fidelity  of,  to  Eng- 
lish, IV.  41.  Their  conquests 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  V. 
434.  Place  themselves  tmder 
English  protection  in  1726,  id. 
Their  territories,  435,  440. 
Speech  on  behalf  of,  in  answer 
to  Virginia  commissioners  on 
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disputed  boundaries  in  1^44, 
43  c.  Speech  to  Sir  WiUiam 
Johnson  in  1768  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  441.  Cede  to  king  lands 
south  of  Ohio  River,  441.  Com- 
plain of  settlements  west  of  the 
Alleghuiies,  VI.  14.  Speech  to 
Pennsylvania  commissioners  at 
Fort  Pitt  in  1768.  15. 
Sketch  of  an  English  School,  VII. 

370. 

Skin,  has  both  imbibing  and  dis- 
charging pores,  XII.  280. 

Slaves,  comparative  deamess  of 
their  labor,  II.  341. 

Skofe  Trade,  detestable  nature  of, 
V.  356.  Censurable  conduct  ot 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to,  id. 
Letter  on  the,  XII.  187. 

Small'pox,  number  of  persons  in- 
oculated for,  in  Philadelphia, 
and  of  the  deaths  among  them, 

II.  375- 

Smith,  William,  comments  on 
his  "General  Idea  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Mirania,*'  II.  404.  Case 
of  Moore  and  Smith,  III.  227. 
Proceedings  of  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  against,  2  28,  note. 

Smoke.     See  Chimneys. 

Smuggling,  remarks  on,  and  its 
various  species,  IV.  324. 

Society  of  the  Free  and  Easy, 
Franklin's  plan  for,  I.  206. 

Some  Good  Whig  Principles,  IV. 
435. 

Sound,  air  as  a  conductor  of,  III. 

417- 
South   Carolina,   the   frigate,   its 

services  to  Spain  in  an  expedi- 
tion against  British  West  In- 
ies,  X.  424,  note. 
Spain,  grants  money  for  use  of 
United  States,  but  will  not 
pledge  support,  VII.  197,  note. 
Franklin  directed  to  proceed 
to,  198,  199.  Lee's  instructions 
to  sound  court  of,  respecting 
entrance  into  her  ports  of 
United  States  men-of-war  with 
prize  ships,  199,  200.  Proposi- 
tions of  Congress  laid  before 
Ambassador  of,  to  France,  205. 
Alliance  of,  with  France  ru- 
mored, VIII.  8^.  England 
fears  trouble  with,  88,  90.  Am- 


bassador of,  complains  of 
United  States  cruisers,  137. 
Reported  action  of,  in  matter 
of  furnishing  supplies,  139. 
Preliminaries  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain  signed,  X.  76. 

Sparks,  Dr.  Jarbd,  his  edition  of 
Franklin,  I.  xix. 

Spelling,  a  reformed  mode  of,  V. 

30- 
Spots  in  Sun,  observations  on,  VI. 

72. 

Springs,  origin  of,  II.  190. 

Stamp  Act,  futility  of  opposition 
to  passage  of,  IV.  163.  Letter 
concerning  the  repeal  or  sus- 
pension m,  166.  Immediate 
repeal  of,  the  best  course  for 
England,  160.  Examination  of 
Franklin  in  House  of  Commons 
relative  to  repeal  of,  171,  and 
note.  Of  the  impracticability 
of  distributing  stamps  imder, 
174.  Cannot  be  executed  by 
military  force,  191.  Probable 
effect  of,  on  consumption  of 
British  manufactures  in  colo- 
nies, 191.  Hints  for  a  reply  to 
protests  of  certain  members  of 
the  House  of  Lords  against  re- 
peal of,  248.  Effect  of,  on 
affection  of  colonies  for  mother 
country,  V.  394;  and  on  trade 
relations  between  them,  394. 
Paltry  revenue  derived  from, 
397.  400. 

State  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Colonies,  by  Governor  Pownall, 
Franklin's  remarks  on,  V.  139. 

Steamboat,  mention  of  one  tried 
on  SchuyUdU  in  1788,  XII.  4, 
10. 

Stevenson,  Mrs.  Margaret,  ac- 
coimt  of,  III.  196,  note. 

Stevenson,  Mary  (Mrs.  Hew- 
son),  account  of,  III.  196,  note. 
Franklin's  wish  for  a  marriage 
between  her  and  his  son  Wil- 
liam, 422. 

Stone,  remedies  for,  II.  113. 

Stormont.  Lord,  declines  to 
treat  with  rebels,  IX.  138. 

Storms,    remarks    on    course    of 

Prevalent    northeast,    II.     189. 
observations  on  origin  of,  276, 
III.  259. 


Benjamin  Franklin 


467 


Stove,  Franklin,    See  Fireplace. 

Strahan,  William,  his  high 
opinion  of  Franklin,  III.  202. 
Brief  account  of,  202,  note. 
His  queries  respecting  American 
affairs,  V.  127.  ms  attitude 
towards  American  Revolution 
criticised,  X.  412. 

Sugar  Islands,  thoughts  concern- 
ing the,  XII.  39. 

Sullivan,  General,  captiucd  by 
English  at  battle  of  Long  Is- 
land, and  sent  with  message  to 
Congress,  VII.  134,  note.  Sent 
back  to  Lord  Howe,  142. 

Surinam  Eel,  of  its  electrical 
power,  IV.  231. 

Sweden,  of  a  proposed  treaty  be- 
tween the  XJmted  States  and, 
IX.  362.  Treaty  concluded,  X. 
59,  104,  122,  124.  Treaty  rati- 
fied, 201.  Of  the  visit  of  king 
of,  to  Paris,  and  his  conduct 
there,  347. 

Swimming,  method  of  acquiring 
art  of,  IV.  446.  A  cure  for 
diarrhoea,  V.  4. 


Taxation,  Father  Abraham  speaks 
about,  II.  28.  Of  colonies  with- 
out their  consent.  III.  48.  Of 
proprietary  estates  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 225,  note,  IV.  81. 
Of  right  of  Parliament  to  levy 
in  American  colonies,  183. 
Difference  in  the  powers  of  Par- 
liament as  to  external  and  in- 
ternal, 186. 

Tea,  effect  of  duty  on,  in  dimin- 
ishing England's  trade  with 
colonies  and  increasing  smug- 
gling therein,  VI.  60,  70.  Lora 
North's  views  in  regard  to  tax- 
ing, 71,  note.  Proposal  to  per- 
mit East  India  Company  to 
ship  it  to  America  duty  free, 
201,  230.  Arrival  of  com- 
pany's shipments  of,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  action  of  legisla- 
ture thereon,  250.  Destruction 
of,  at  Boston,  25 j.  Payment 
for  that  destroyed  suggested  in 
Franklin's  •'Hmts  of  Terms  of 


Reconciliation,"  450.  Repeal 
of  duty  on,  essential  to  recon- 
ciliation, 451.  Large  expendi- 
tures for,  in  United  otates, 
VIII.  29,  138,  154.  Franklin's 
offer  to  pay  cost  of  destruction 
of,  in  Boston  harbor,  170. 

Temple,  John,  his  duel  with 
Whately  on  account  of  publi- 
cation of  Hutchinson  letters, 
VI.  266,  268,  403. 

Thermometers,  nile  for  comparing 
R^umur  and  Fahrenheit,  XL 
281. 

Thoughts  Concerning  the  Sugar 
Islands,  XII.  39. 

Thunderstorms,  explanation  of, 
II.  259-263.  Dangerous  posi- 
tion during,  264.  Strokes  of, 
caused  by  earth  striking  into 
clouds,  421. 

Tides,  movement  of  the.  III.  271, 

350- 
TiEDYUscuNG,  king  of  the  Dela- 

wares,  speech  of.  III.  14^,  note. 

Toads,  their  tenacity  of  life,  VI. 

109.      Account  01  some  fotmd 

living  enclosed  in  solid  stone, 

X.  3. 
Toleration  in  Old  England  and  in 

New  England,  V.  313. 

Torpedo.     See  Surinam  Eel. 

Tourmalin,  electrical  properties 
of,  XII.  276. 

TowNSHEND,  Thomas,  British 
Foreign  Secretary,  his  desire 
for  peace,  IX.  388,  note. 

Transit  of  Mercury  in  1753,  P^^P" 
arations  to  observe,  11.  400. 
Observation  of,  in  America  in 
1760,  V.  177. 

True  History  of  the  Difference  be- 
tween CoUmtes  and  the  Author 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  VII.  262-265. 

Tucker,  Josiah,  charges  Frank- 
lin with  having  solicited  Gren- 
ville  for  a  place  in  the  stamp 
office,  VI.  269.  Franklin's  re- 
ply, and  Tucker's  evasions,  270, 
272. 

Turcot,  M.,  Latin  epigram  on 
Franklin  ascribed  to,  VIII.  375, 
note. 

Turkey,  humorous  comparison  of, 
witn  bald  eagle  as  most  appro- 
priate national  emblem,  X.  379. 
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Union  of  Colonies,  desirable  in 
order  to  sectire  friendship  of  In- 
dians and  provide  for  common 
defence,  lit  332-335-     Plan  of, 

III.   12. 

United  States,  compared  with 
Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
basis  of  credit.  VII.  159.  An- 
notmces  alliance  with  Prance, 
and  proposes  friendship  wi^ 
Holland,  286.  Distress  for 
money  in,  410.  Alliance  with 
France  an  oostacle  to  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  423.  Eu- 
rope's approval  of  Constitu- 
tion of,  VlII.  ^2.  Conquest  of, 
pronounced  impracticable  in 
British  Parliament,  84.  Un- 
certainty of  commtmication  be- 
tween Europe  and,  87,  88.  De- 
sire of  artificers  to  settle  in,  98. 
Reference  to  cost  of  flax  and 
clothing  in,  99,  loi.  Credit  of , 
injured  by  efforts  of  separate 
States  to  borrow  money,  m. 
British  barbarities  in,  172. 
Question  of  establishment  of 
privileged  trading  companies 
m,  262.      Trouble  about  ship- 

S'ng  stores  from  France  to,  342. 
ethods  of  paying  off  debts  of, 
discussed,  426.  Franklin  re- 
solved to  uphold  credit  of, 
435.  437~442.  State  of  trade 
with  England,  and  rumor  that 
merchants  in,  have  combined 
to  depreciate  bills  drawn  on 
France,  443-445.  Robert  Mor- 
ris' plans  for  establishing  credit 
and  developing  resources  of, 
IX.  3-9.  Urgent  need  for 
money  in,  after  British  sur- 
render at  Yorktown,  55.  Re- 
solved to  stand  by  France,  211. 
Effect  in  Europe  of  reports  of 
disunion  in,  X.  187.  Hostility 
of  British  cotirt  to,  and  mis- 
representation of,  in  Europe 
by  British  press  and  ministers, 
223.  Difnculties  of  Franklin 
in  settling  salaries  of  ministers 
of,  230.  Unwillingness  of  peo- 
ple in,  to  pay  taxes  for  support 
of  Congress,  231,  265.      Ratify 


definitive  treaty,  264.  Of  the 
nowth  of  luxury  in,  3^2. 
Ccnnplaints  of  hand  times  in, 
afterthe  Revolution,  395.  Pros- 
perity of  amcultural  classes, 
996;  and  m  the  cities.  396. 
Of  political  parties  in,  ^98. 
Of  mistaken  apprehensions 
of  growth  of  luxury  in,  399. 
The  foolish  and  mistaken  im- 
pression of  their  condition 
prevalent  in  Europe,  XI.  25, 
211,  238,  239.  Prosperity  of, 
in  1786-87.  244,  200,  313,  317, 
328;  and  in  1789,  XII.  148,  150. 


Vandalia,  proposed  colony  of  that 
name  in  Ohio,  XII.  356. 

Vaughan,  i  Benjamin.  edits 
Franklin,  I.  v.,  viii.  Urges  con- 
tintiation  of  Franklin's  auto- 
Hography,  174-181.  Frank- 
lin comments  on  his  editing, 
VIII.  156. 

Ventilation,  remarks  on  necessity 
and  best  methods  of.  V.  105. 
Defects  of,  in  hospitals  and 
other  buildings,  115. 

Vergennbs,  Count  db,  is  ac- 
quainted with  appcnntment  by 
Congress  of  commissioners  to 
France,  VII.  157.  Meets  com- 
missioners, 168.  Is  urged  to 
facilitate  exchan^  of  British 
and  American  prisoners,  VIII. 
224.  His  efforts  to  support 
Franklin's  credit.  330.  Frank- 
lin's admiration  for,  IX.  25. 
Notifies  Franklin  of  limit  of 
French  aid  for  1781,  76.  His 
interview  with  Franklin  and 
Oswald     on     negotiations     for 

g;ace,  256;  with  Franklin  and 
renville,  286.  View  of,  on 
extent  and  place  of  proposed 
treaty  of  peace,  257.  l5enies 
that  France  aided  America  be- 
fore independence  had  been  de- 
clared, 287.  Doubts  the  sin- 
cerity of  Lord  Shelbume's 
efforts  for  peace,  392.  Cora- 
plains  of  signature  of  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  by  American 
commisssioners     without      his 
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knowledge,  X.  49.  Insists  that 
treaty  Mtween  Great  Britain 
and  United  States  shall  be 
signed  first,  1^4,  188.  Is  noti- 
fied by  Franklin  of  his  expected 
return  to  America,  XI.  j5.  His 
farewell  letter  to  Frankun,  4a. 

Vessels,  of  the  form  of  least  re- 
sistance, XI.  90.  Resistance  of 
both  air  and  water  to  be  con- 
sidered, 90.  How  to  diminish 
resistance  of  the  air,  91.  Of  the 
breaking  of  anchor  cables,  and 
suggested  improvement  in 
their  arrangement,  95;  causes 
and  precautions  tencung  to  pre- 
vent the  sinking  of  leaky,  97. 
Of  the  advantage  of  air-tight 
compartments  in,  98.  Causes  of 
loss  of,  at  sea,  100.  Precautions 
against  loss  by  oversetting,  100 ; 
by  fire,  103;  by  collision,  103; 
by  meeting  with  icebergs,  104. 
Various  methods  of  moving, 
105.  Of  swimming  anchors  for, 
1 10.  Effect  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
and  other  currents  on  motion 
of,  114.  Of  the  health  and 
safety  of  crews  ,119.    See  Ships. 

Vindication  and  Offer  from  Con- 
press  to  Parliament,  VII.  loi. 

Vtrginia,  resolution  of  House  of 
Burgesses  for  committee  of 
correspondence,  VI.  151,  185. 
Efforts  to  procure  supplies  for, 
in  France,  Vll.  445. 

Virtue,  the  art  of,  Franklin's  plan 
to  write,  I.  200;  his  notes  and 
suggestions  for  work,  203-205. 
Verses  in  praise  of,  331.  Essay 
on  effects  and  pleasures  of,  347- 
351.  Dialogues  about  pleasure 
and,  395,  401.  Sensual  pleasure 
not  compatible  with  great,  404. 
Self-denial  not  essence  of,  ^26. 

Visitors,  hints  on  behavior  of,  I. 

353-358. 


W 


Wages,  will  be  increased  in  Eu- 
rope by  establishment  of 
United  States,  XII.  41,  47-54. 
Low,  in  Euroj)e,  41.  Should 
not  be  estin:iated  in  money 
only,  id.    Misery  caused  by  low. 


42.  Idea  that  commercial 
pro6X)erity  depends  on  low, 
lallacious,  44-46.  Low  prices 
and  high  wages  may  co-exist, 

44.  Cause  which  may  make 
prices  low  and  wages  mgh,  44, 

45.  Illustrations  of  these  prin- 
ciples, 46,  47. 

Wau  of  a  Protected  Manufacturer , 
XII.  107. 

Walpole,  Mr.,  Lord  Shelbume's 
letter  to  Mr.  Oswald  in  rec^ard 
to,  IX.  330.  Count  de  ver- 
gennes'  opinion  of  his  mission, 

348. 
Walpole,     Thomas,     dissuades 
Franklin  from  submitting  me- 
morial to  Lord  Dartmouth,  VII. 

74. 
Walpole's  Grant,   origin   of,    IV. 

416.  Lord  Hillsborough's  re- 
port on,  V.  408.  Full  history 
of,  in  Franklin's  memorial  to 
Congress,  XII.  341. 
Walsh,  John,  his  exx)eriments  on 
electrical  powers  of  torpedo  or 
Surinam  eel,  IV.  232.  Experi- 
ment by,  to  show  action  of 
electricity  in   a   vacuum,   VI. 

333- 
Walter,  John,  his  work  on  lo^- 

ography,  X.  305.  His  experi- 
ments with  logographic  method 
of  printing,  307,  note. 

War,  impolicy  01,  X.  299.  Sug- 
gestion that  all  non-combat- 
ants shall  be  protected  and 
merchant  shig  free  from  cap- 
ture during.  All.  55. 

Washington,  George,  Frank- 
lin's regard  for,  and  desire  to 
see,  in  Europe,  VIII.  103.  Is 
congratulated  by  FrankUn  on 
defeat  of  Comwallis,  IX.  176. 
Statue  of,  voted  by  Virginia 
Assembly,  X.  381;  Franklin 
consulted  in  regard  to  artist 
and  design,  382;  Houdon  em- 
ployed as  sculptor,  382,  XL 
188.  Franklin  again  expresses 
regard  for,  XII.  137.  His  flat- 
tering letter  to  Franklin,  139. 

Waste  of  Life,  essay  on,  II.  22. 

Water,  effect  of  electricity  upon. 
II.  253.  Passage  of  electrical 
current  through,  252,  note.  Re* 
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OBulIvlty  of,  for  eloctiicity,  ^53* 
Scxixtkm  of,  in  air,  44a.  xMstu- 
lation  cause  of  freih,  IIL  259. 
aitrspouis  i 
orr  of.  II. 


Waarspouis  amd  Whtrhpinds,  tbe- 


Wealik,  Tim  Way  to,  e 


y  on,  II. 


.47. 


Wbbb,  Gborob,  one  of  Fnmk- 
fin's  early  aModatee,  I.  143. 

Wbbstbb,  NoAB,  his  dissertatioa 
on  the  Rnglish  language  praised 
XII.  166. 

Wbddbrburn,  Locd  Louohbor- 
ouoH,  attadcs  Ftanldin  before 
the  Ftivy  Council  on  the  heai> 
Ing  in  regard  to  the  Hutchin- 
•on  letters,  VI.  984,  S85.  Poll 
account  of  his  speech  on  that 
occasion,  aoj. 

WMnjOforimA,  visit  of  Ftankfin 
to,  ni.  ajS. 

W^st  Indies,  comparative  statis- 
tics of  trade  of  Great  Britain 
with  North  American  colonins 
and  with  the,  IIL  «i6. 

Wbst.  Jambs,  President  of  Iboyal 
Society,  V.  398,  note. 

Wbatblt,  his  woik,  Tk^  PHmi- 
fits  of  Tfodir,  and  his  Pound- 
fing  Hosjmtd,  X.  4x6,  ^99. 

Whatblt.  William,  of  Ms  dud 
with  John  Temple  arisinff  firom 
publication  of  the  Hutcmnson 
fetters,  VT.  966,  968,  403.  lOs 
chancery  suit  against  Prankfin 
over  the  letters,  283,  346,  407, 
410.  Franklin's  previous  kma- 
ness  to,  406. 

Whirlwinds  and  Waterspouts,  the- 
ory of,  II.  38^-799.  Account 
of  whu'lwina  in  Maryland,  III. 
80. 

Whistle,  the,  DonH  Give  Too  Much 
far.  VII.  366-368.      ,  . 

Whitepibld.  the  revivalist,  in 
Philadelphia,  I.  a 20.  Frank- 
lin's acquaintance  with  and 
impressions  of,  222-226.  His 
building  converted  into  Acad- 


Wight,  Ide  of,  PnmkUn  visits,  L 

107-117. 
WilheUHsMhe,  account  of  casOe 

of,  VII.  194,  19s,  note. 
WiLKBs,    John,    excitement   in 

London  on  his  re-election  to 

StrHament  in  1768,  IV.  428. 
ohs  in  London  in  i&vor  cl, 
442-444.  Action  of  Cotut 
of  King's  Bench  in  case  of,  445. 
Sentence  imposed  upon,  V.  24. 

Williams,  Jonathan,  a  relative 
of  Prankfin,  III.  453,  note. 

Williams,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  ap- 
pointed commercial  agent  for 
Congress  at  port  of  Nantes,  VIL 
173,  note,  llis  proposal  to  set- 
tfe  his  accounts  oy  arbitration, 
434,  and  fxaaly  connection, 
note.  Lee  accuses  him  of  dis- 
honesty,  and  PrankHn  resolves 
to  have  his  accounts  examined 
by  experts,  452;  merchants  of 
Nantes  selected  as  examiners, 
453,  VIII.  4.  John  Adams' 
connection  with  accounts  of, 
x6-i8.  Lee'k  withdrawal  from 
affair  of  accounts  of,  xxx,  xi3. 

Wilson,  Benjamin,  his  objections 
to  placing  pointed  rods  on  the 
powder  magazines,  VI.  90. 

Wilson,  Dr.,  his  theory  m  spots 
in  the  sun,  VI.  72. 

Worhs  and  Faith,  obeervations  on, 
III.  X32. 

Wren,  Rev.  Mr.,  kindness  of,  to 
American  prisoners  in  Eng- 
land, X.  145. 

Wright,  Mrs.  Patience,  her  ser- 
vices to  America,  VIII.  60. 


YoRKE,  Sir  Joseph,  his  insolent 
memorial  to  the  States-Gen- 
eral, VII.  200,  and  VIII.  340, 

341. 
Yorktown,    capitulation    of,    IX. 
50-53,  note.     Medal  commem- 
orating American  victory  at ,  1 47 . 
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